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PUBIC GENEROUS IN 
OFFERING OLD PICTURES 


Many kind and considerate people supplied us with old pic- 
tures and other valuable material from their personal and 
family files for possible use in this edition, many pictures 
coming from distant places. 


Our special recognition to Sykes McClane, who thoughtfully 
shared his historical and family albums with not only The 
KENEDY TIMES, but the entire county. 


Their contributions to this project are invaluable and a distinct 
service to the history of Karnes County. 

Our one regret is that we were unable to use all pictures 
am other material submitted for consideration. In fact, our 
appeal for historical information and pictures on specific places 
and people received such wholehearted response, that we were 
eventually compelled to request that no additional material be 
brought in for our consideration. 

This we regretted to do as old pictures of people and places 
with accompanying information, constituted the basis of our 
whole concept of this edition . . . to show with pictures old and 
new the actual progress made in Karnes County over the years 
in all segments of its community life. 

To carry out this theme multiplied our problems in prepar- 
ing an edition of this scope and ledto many delays while check- 
ing and re-checking for accuracy, completeness and fairness. 
It also ied to numerous disappointments where we were unable 
to secure needed old pietures and data to compare with places 
and conditions as they are today. 


OP Ste SE 
* *& 


EVERY EFFORT MADE TO BE 
COMPLETE AND ACCURATE 


Whatever errors may appear in identification of pictures and 
places and dates in this edition, are of course not intentional, 
or due to lack of effort by the staff to check and recheck all 
information received and submitted by a most generous and 
helpful public. 

Many months have been given to this important task with 
full knowledge of the importance of being accurate, complete 
and fair in the treatment of all vital information having to do | 
with the history of Karnes County, its people and the progress 
and development of its community life. 

We are fully aware of the responsibility we have undertaken 
in putting together and printing the information contained with- 
in these covers, and we are also aware of the real contribu- 
tion such an edition asthis canbeto Karnes County families old 
and new, amd the state of Texas as a whole. 

It has been stated that the real history of our cities and 
towns and our community life lies in the files of the nation’s 
home town newspapers. The Kenedy Times pridefully accepts 
this opinion as fact. 


Vrique 20610 Won onted Te 


antemoiiu wvad ow 

tly benigmos atterreekas ot) arloniig hos eaten paunay sb 
~udta sas leew od) oO renwe Onis oi ow bed jo > 959 

| tle eoalivesd yanoel pnerred Six nas cides 


Yiviengwons adh , 
ONT eins tom Mit dunn. My’ pin 
sontvalh « has otcsidevaldres no Wey een ence ot cg 
HOD OME i rote at od eatvane 
eetuic ile we of aides sigw cw serly of WIgkTl ms aH 
‘he .FG) PE abbr Ghere> zal Meena Lary ster : bon 
fe vaie of ngs GomiTiigty tere nok Gain’ libre ae Mnoays 
Fiow ow wey via) boruicdeluiy Houe bevtycoy | 
of (etinium wittiitees on 74y 2} testi al Cgnaieres 


Rtg 
a Aa Thar > ol 
e09H/e) Lape oily We acesep beg pitta Sys oe) 
aus 20 Wane ONY IgagieS Alert | take 
Os tLe nirnjtiiq die wade wi. , some @ 1S Beuens ofstw 
BIS, wD vero YkwoD etree a oaAT Inne ors war 
Ph queues wal ks perergpe Hk a 

“Twi Ot ai Mc rg io bellaytuen. amet spy 0/6 yuine. oT 
~Aeady eshte xyblol youn ¢rhglyn shone whys de Aedthie 4 per 
OURO O00 deed Pais Nel snld54anc+e). fom 
sidey dad. ww ced >! “TT averse cating yt ool “i 
topele Mw wings ol wee One Pendle Oe Withan Mio a 
‘Vay ete yeites eaglitnce des 


iy 
’ 


+ FO 


18 OF IGAM THOA Aya 
ITASUIOA (44 FIEBMOD 


Rad wars T (0 cuca ge tte is act “Laka PLeT I Seven 
suet meie! jon ohm Seats SAMMY ir Ot elite bee, metady 
a toatoe bein ootdo oF Sake iy ed FF0%S Wo Gal OP ah 46 


aBe tUOOde) “ait © YU hegre bow teviess: achtecr 3 shi 


We 2e8) wiarttigea! ait = Soy 2900 svat athigen hon 


83 lo optebwoird Lat 
OP OF Bwed AOdaservchel lusty ete senawees ey ab Mp}. boa 


SESH OG Oe Siyeed ed mE nate to etd ody ally 


DU) GauMIPNOOD wai be ap eed baw, 
oss els To oLewe! 


i 
‘ | 
- [ 
Tt 
\- } 
fin bord 
4 ; 


a’ WW af ; 


INDUSTRIAL 


TEAM MET 


The Industrial Foundation 
Team of the Kenedy Develop- 
ment Association met Thursday 
night at Walter Long’s office in 
Kenedy. Irving Mueller of 
Peoples Supply in Kenedy, -:.~ 
ducted the meeting. The group 
announced it we'd send two 
teams to seven differert towns 
next Tuesday. 

Team one composed of Bob 
Schmidt, Alton Mitchell, Hel- 
muth Schuenemann Jr, and 
Chuck Martin will visit indus- 
trial teams in El Campo, Schu- 
lenberg, Halletsville and Shiner. 

Team two composed of Irving 
Mueller, Harrell Scruggs, Bill 
Bingham and Walter Long Jr. 5. 
will tour Seguin, Lockhart, and 
San Marcos. 

A report on their trips will 
be made at the Nov. 7 meeting 
of the KDA. 


Kenedy Jaycees 


Elect Officers 


The Kenedy jaycees have 
elected officers for 1963-64 and 
they are Herb Cole, president; 
Roy Rogers, vice-president; 
Walter Long, secretary-trea- 


surer, Chuck Martin, inter-club 
director; and the directors are 
H.L, Aoueille, Art Bluntzer, 
and Bill Chapman. Members of 
the organization include Travis 


Alexander, HL. Aoueille, Al 
Besch, Art Bluntzer, Bill Chap- 
man, Herb Cole, Keith Cunning- 
ham, Elliott Gross, Billy Don 


Hamilton, Cliff Hawkins, Kemp 
Janecek, Clarence Johfson, 
Buddy Lee, Walter-Long, Chuck 


Martin, Paul May, Cecil Mixon, 
Alvin Molik, Jimmy Moore, 
Henry Muéller, Jay Nixon, Koy 


Rogers, Bradley Schroeder, 
Helmuth Schuenemann, Jr.,B.J. 
Sebesta, amd Don Thompson. 


Roy Ryan’‘s 
Brother Dies 


Isaac Clifton Ryan, 64, of 
Houston died Oct. 20 and burial 
was in the ResthavenCemetery. 
He was a member of the Metho- 
dist Church and Railway Train- 
men, 

Funeral services were held 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, at 10 a.m. 
in the Heights Chapel with Rev. 
D.E, Sloan officiating. Pallbear- 
ers: were HE, Stkins, P.E, Ro- 
berts, W. H,. Carroll, B. N, 
Mize, A, J. Gambrel, and A.L. 


Briggs. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Mrs. Agnes Blanche Ryan; 
daughters, lh. .. Harvey (Cathe- 


rine) Brown, Mrs. John (Fran- 
ces) Skelton, all of Houston; sis- 
ters, Mrs. Laura Sisk, San An- 
tonio; Mrs. Msyme Goff, Corpus 
Christi; Mrs. Margurite Selby, 
Victoria; brothers, Roy Ryan of 
Kenedy; Alvin Ryan, Victoria; 
grandchildren, Miss Diane 
Brown, John and Craig Skelton, 
all of Houston and a number of 
other relatives. 

Mr. ard Mrs. Roy Ryan at- | 
tended the funeral. 


Kenedy Youth 
Died Sunday 


Larry Wayne Tam, 5, died 
suddenly at 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Oct. 27, in a Galveston Hospital, 
after a long illness. He was 
born Jan. 31, 1958 in Karnes 
City and his parents are Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Tam of Kenedy. 


Funeral services were held at 
9:30 a.m. Tuesday at Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Catholic Church 
with Father Albert Henkes of-~ 
ficiating. Burial was intheKen- 
edy Cemetery with Eckols 
Funeral Home in charge. 


Surviving besides his parents 
are a sister, Mary Teresa, and 
one brother, Terry Lee, all of 
Kenedy; and his grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John W, Tam of 
Kenedy and Mr. and Mrs. John 
J- Szalwinski of Falls City. 
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Kenedy Lions Club 
Appaloosa Horse Show 


The Kenedy Lions Club Ap- 
paloosa Horse Show, held Sat- 
urday, Oct. 26, was judged by 
D.C. Wienert of Nixon with 150 
entries. and 87 horses. Accord= 
ing to Jim Wales, secretary of 
Texas Appaloosa Horse Club, it 
was the largest one - day Ap- 
paloosa Horse Show in Texas 
this year. Andy Golden reports 
the show a big success with 
large attendance all day. The 
winners are Grand Champion 
Stallion, Cuchara Pat Ham, 
owned by A, T. McDanrciu of 
Houston; Grand Ch_mpion Mare, 
Eagles 132,owned by A.T.Mc- 
Dannold . of Houston; Grand 
Champion Gelding, Quanah’s 
Geronimo, owned by Bill Nichols 
of Kenedy; Grand Champion 
Reining, Frosty Knight, owned 
by Don Marshall; Grand Cham- 
pion Cutting, Baby Rock, owned 
by W.M, Noble of Victoria; 
Grand Champion Roping, Qua- 
nah’s Tonka, owned by Rhett 
Johnson of Kenedy; Grand 
Champion Performing horse of 
the show and winner of the 
$300.00 saddle was Eagles 132, 
owned by A.T. McDannold and 
shown and ridden by Mr. Dub 
Dale. 

The Class winners were 1963 
Stallions, Joker Jeff of Green- 
wood Farms, San Antonio; 1962 
Stallions, Pico Vann, Jim Wales 
of Refugio; 1961 Stallions, Cuc- 
hara Pat Hand, A.T. McDannold 
of Houston; 1960Stallions, Joker 
Jack, Jack Ryan of Corpus 
Christi; Aged Stallions, Qua- 
nah's Tonka, Rhett Johnson of 
Kenedy; 1963 Mares, Chief Wat- 
ha’s Squaw Lady, B.B. Jones of 
Texas City; 1962 Mares, Bonnie 
Bouney, Deer Ledge Ranch of 
Comfort; 1961 Mares, Hern-~ 
don’s Poka Dot, C & D Hern- 
jon of Cleburne; 1960 Mares, 
Fly’s Geisha Girl, Roy Fly of 


Kenedy; Aged Mares, Eagles | 
132, A.T. McDannold of Hous- 
ton; Jr. Geldings, Punto’s Raw- 
hide, Jean Atkinson of Kenedy; 
Sr. Geldings, Quanah’s Georoni- 
mo, Bill Nichols of Kened 
Jr. Reining, Eagles 132, A.T. 
McDannoid ef Houston;Sr. Rein~ 
ing, Frosty Knight, Don Mar- 
shall; Jr. Cutting, Eagles 132, 
A.T. McDannold of Houston; Sr. 
Cutting, Baby Rock, W.M.Noble 
of Victoria; Jr. Roping, 
Quanah’s Tonka, Rhett Johnson 
of Kenedy; Sr. Roping, Oklaho- 
ma Warrier, George Delavan 
of San Antonio; Western Plea- 
sure, Joker Jack, Jack Ryanof 
Corpus Christi; and Trail Ride, 
Apache Girl, Bryan Zimmer- 
man of Corpus Christi. 


Ciubs Hold 
Joint Meeting 


The Progressive Study Club 
met jointly on Oct. 23 at the 
First Methodist Church in Ken- 
edy with the Karnes City Gar- 
den Club, the Alethian Study 
Club, and the 20th Century Study 
Club, Hostess clubs for the 
meeting were the 20th Century 
Study Club and the Progressive | 
Study Club. 

Mrs. Henry Mueller led the 
Pledge to the Flag and Mrs. Paul | 
Carroll introduced the speaker 
for the afternoon, Mrs. A.T, 
Carleton, State President of the 
Texas Federation of Womens 
Clubs. : 

In her talk, Mrs. Carleton 
brought out the two projects of 
the General Federation. One is 
called ‘‘Dimes for Liberty’’ in 
which each Federatea club is 
asked to donate mone toward 
redecorating the inside of the 
base of the Statue of Liberty 
with murals dipicting American 
life. She also discussed the Cul-| 
tural Heritage Building being 
built in Washington. 

She stated that oneofthe main 
projects of the Texas Federation 
is the promoting of Public Li- 
braries. 

Mrs. Claude Riley, District 
Federation President, reported 
on the District Workshop held 
on Oct. 15 in Three Rivers. 

The next club meeting will 
be on Nov. 6, when the club will 
journey to Mineral to tour the 
South Texas Childrens Home. 
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Black Bear Story 

M.F. Bishop with Kenedy Welding and Boiler Shop took off on a 10-day hunting trip, with W.F, 
Bishop, Hays Parker, Claude Wallace. to Dolores, Colorado in the Glades. This is an annual 
hunt for these men. While out hunting, Monroe says this huge black pear on the run only 35 
steps from him .. . he knew he had to shoot! In the picture Monroe is holding up the head of 
the bear and the litt!e excited ‘‘on lookers’’ are Delton Bishop and Larry Vickery. 


J. A. HARPER 
DIED IN SEGUIN 


SARA Board Met 
With Commission 


The San Antonio River Autho- 
rity board of directors Friday 


had approved assumption of the , 


operetion and maintenance of 
9 dam sites in the Calverags 
Creek Watershed. 

Consisting of some 2,000 
acres of land, the easement 
rights were assigned by the 
Alamo Soi! Conservation to 
SARA: the acreage is in Bexar 
and Wilson-counties. 

In other action, the SARA 
board of directors played host 
to members of the Texas Water 
Commission. Chairman Joe D. 
Carter and Commission mem- 
ber H. A, Beckwith met with 
the board and were briefed as 
to progress over the past year, 


The Texas statutes require the 
Water Commission to meet once 
a year with the River Authority. 


= 


John Appleton Harper, for- 
merly of Kenedy, died in Seguin 
on Monday, Oct. 28, 1963, at 
the age of 87 vears. 

Funeral services were held at 
2:00 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, at 
the White Funeral Chapel inSe- 
guin with George Schuster of- 
ficiating. Interment was in the 
Kenedy Cemetery at 4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Harper lived in Kenedy 
many years before moving to 
Seguin. 


New Christmas 
Street Lights 


The Chamber of Commerce 
amd the city are brightening up 
the Kenedy streets this Christ- 
mas by supplementing some new 
Christmas lights and decora- 
tions. They are planning to add 
new decorations each year to the 
present supply. 
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Those receiving two year 
awards were: Alton Hartman, | 
Arnold Hofmann, John Ur- 
banczyk, Vernon Wing, Robert 
Huth, John Sawyer, Betty Pat- 
terson and Dorothy Kuhnel of , 
Karnes City. Edward Salazar, | 
Edward Moczygemba, Nick 
Kroll, Thomas Kowalik, Alfred | 
Kowalik, Leonard _Korzekwa, > 
Gervas Jaskinia, Frank Moczy~ — 
gemba, Frank Kotara and Cle- | 


Employees Receive 
Safety Awards 


The third annual company 
barbecue held at the Lucky 7 
club in Hobson on Sunday, Oct. 
27, 1963, was the scene for the 
presentation of safety awards to 
mor. than thirty Susquehanna- 
Western, Inc’s. Texas em- 


© 


ployes. The awards were made 
to employes who have worked 
a combined total of over 100,000 
man hours without a single lost 
time accident. 

W. D. Webb, district mana- 
ger, commended the group for 
their achievement, pointing out 
that safe work practices are 
more important than high pro- 
duction rates but that both had 
been achieved through the dil- 
igent efforts of all employes. 

Carl Bennett, director of 
safety, made the presentations 
to the following employes who 
have three full years without a 
lost time accident. Elmer Pawe- 
lek, Gillett, and Raymond Pil- 
arczyk, Adrian Niestroy, Sam 
Lyssy and Adrian Pawlik of 
Falls City. 


mens Swierc, Jr. of Falls City, 
Alvin Wiatrek of Gillett, Vin-~ 
cent Brysch, Runge, Lawrence 
Bertrand, Poth, Marion Schulze, 
McCoy amd Fabian Pawelek, 
Hobson. 

One year safety awards were 
presented to Allan Hedtke and 
James Chatham of Karnes City, 
Jack Bluhm and Travis Mixon 
of Kenedy, Adrian Palitza of 
Panna Maria, Adrian Sekula of 
Falls City, Willard Hudson of 
Runge, Alvin Moczygemba of 
Poth and Casper Polasek of 
Hobson, _ E 
SAN ANTONIO VISITOR 

Mrs. Pearl Schuster of San 


Antonio visited Mrs. Lou Smith 
in Greens Rest Home. 


GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH NEWS 

Starting on Nov. 3, evening 
services at 7:30 p.m. will be a 
part of the regular worship ac- 
tivities on Sunday at the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church. Sun- 
day School will be at 9:30 a.m. 
and morning worship at 10:00 
a.m. Choir practice each Wed- 
nesday at 7:30 p.m. 

SS. REPRESENTATIVE 
IN KARNES CITY 

A representative of the Social 
Security Office, Victoria, will 
be in Karnes City at 9:300’clock 
in the morning at the County 
Agriculture Building on Thurs- 
day, Nov. 7. 

Anyone wishing to file a claim 
for retirement, survivor’s or 
disability benefits should meet 
him. He Wili be glad to assist 
anyone having questions con- 
cerning the social security pro- 
gram. 

ELIM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

Sunday Scaool and Adult Bible 
Class ... 10:00 a.m. Morning 
Worship, Holy Communion... 
11300 a.m. 

Sunday at the morning Wor- 


Mnnouncements 


ship Holy Communion will be | 


celebrated and all members, 
confirmed ,are urged to com- 
mune, It is here that we con- 
fess our sins in our Redeem- 
er and Saviour, receive for- 
giveness and the newness of 
life. Let every conformed mem- 
ber commune. 

Reception of members will al- 
so take place. 

The Sunday schoolteachers 
will meet on Monday at 7:30 at 
the parish hall. All officers and 
teachers should be present. 


HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL 

Thursday evening (today), 
Oct. 31, the Elementary P.T.A, 
will sponsor a Halloween Car- 
nival at the Primary School. A 
Halloween costume parade will 
form in front of Linhart’s Ser- 
vice Station and will start at 
5 p.m. The children, led by the 
Junior Band, will march from 
there to the Primary School. 
A chicken barbecue supper will” 
be served in the Primary School 
lunchroom from 6 to8 p.m. Tic- 
kets for the supper are being 
sold by P.T.A. members for 
$1.00 for adults and SO¢ for 
children. 
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PROGRESS 


OF THE KDA 


At the luncheon meeting of the 
Kenedy Development Associa~ 
tion at the Double S Restaurant 
held on Thursday, Oct. 24, the 
most important topics for dis- 
cussion were the progress of 


dation team. 

It was announced that the city 
had had the civic center cleaned 
pay the ut 
the exterior. Rev. Brent Fisher, 
chairman of the team, announced 
that the young people of each 
church would be encouraged to 
assist in cleaning. He also an- 
nounced that Mrs. Henry A. 
Mueller would be in charge of 
public relations for the library 
team, and that Mrs. George Wil- 
liams would be his assistant. 

Set up as an industrial foun- 
dation team were Chairman 
Walter R, Long Jr., Helmuth 
H. Schuenemann Jr., Helmuth 
H. Schuenemann Sr., Irvin A, 
Mueller and Henry A. Mueller, 
Bob Schmidt, Alton Mitchell, 
Chuck Martin and Harold 

_ Scruggs. 

The next general meeting will 
meet at the Double S on Thurs. 
noon, Nov. 7. 
——— 
GOOD CATCH 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Thurston 
visited in the Mike Syring home 
Sunday night to see the display 
of the wonderful catch of fish 
that he and Bobby Thurston and 
others caught on the coast. 


ATTENDED CONVENTION 

Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Schuene- 
mann, Sr. and Mr. and Mrs.Hoyt 
Cole attended the South Texas 
Chamber of Commerce Conven- 
tion at Laredo during the week- 
end. 


FROM ROCKPORT 

Bill Dupnick of Rockport 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Ross 
Schuster Sunday night. 


Mrs. Stroop 


Buried In Tulsa 


Funeral services for Mrs. 
Eva Stroop, 82, a resident of 
Kenedy for 32 years, were held 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 26, 
at the Stanley Funeral Home in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma with burial in 
Tulsa’s Memorial Park. Local 
arrangements were by Eckols 
Funeral Home. 

She is survived by a daught- 
er, Mrs. C.R, Manley, Kenedy, 
a half sister, Mrs. Maud Dumas 
of Miami, Oklahoma; and a 
grandson. 


Mrs. Bownds 
Rites Monday 


Funeral services were held 
Monday at 2:30 p.m. for Mrs. 
Myrtle Shaffers Bownds, 68, who 
died in the Kenedy Hospital Fri- 
day at 9:30 p.m. She had been 
a resident of Kenedy 3 1/2 years 
and lived in the Larkwood Con- 
valescent Home. Sheis survived 
by her husband, Alvin R, 
Bownds, also a resident of the 
Larkwood Home. 

Services were held at Eckols 
Funeral Chapel with Rev. H.P. 
Reeves, pastor of the Green 
Baptist Church, and Rev. Frank- 
lin Atkinson, a grandson, of- 
ficiating. Burial was inthe Ken- 
edy Cemetery, under the ar- 
rangements of Eckols Funeral 
Home. 

Other survivors include four 
daughters, Mrs. J.L. Harris of 
Kenedy; Mrs. W.D. Grant of 
Victoria; Mrs. Joe Russell of 
Munster, Texas; and Mrs, Sid- 
ney Preston of Rvidoso, New 
Mexico; two sons, Ray B, of 
Edwards, Missouri; and Loyd H. 
of Albuquerque, New Mexico; 
five sisters, Mrs. Pearl Gard- 
ner, Tuleta; Mrs. Jessie Park- 
er, Houston; Mrs. Claudia Well, 
College Station; Mrs. Keen 
Franklin of Trinity; and Mrs. 
Thomas Smith of Corpus Chris- 
ti; four brothers, Odessa Shaf- 
fers, Claude ~Shaffers, Odine 
Shaffers of Houston, and Mar- 
cene Shaffers of Austin; 
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~ HOMECOMING GAME — 
KENEDY ys, GOLIAD 
LIONS Field Kenedy 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER I, 7:30 p.m. 


Shelton 


Pat Hollman 


NEW RURAL MAIL 
CARRIER NAMED 


Thomas M, Davis has been 
assigned to the Rural Carrier 
vacancy at the Kenedy Post Of- 
fice, effective Nov. 1, 1963. 
Thomas Baker, postmaster,¥e- 


ceived a letter from Debs Hens- 
ley, director of Personnel Divi- 
sion in Dallas, Stating the re- 


assignment. Mr. Davis has been 
serving. as a Career Clerk at 
the Post Office. 


REPAIRS ON POST 
OFFICE TO BEGIN 


A contract for an air con- 
ditioning. and ventilation system 
and lighting and skylight work in 
the post office here has been 
awarded to Richie and Gallaway 
Electric Co. of San Antonio on 
a low bid of $28,710. The work 
{s expected to begin in 15 days 
and is to be completed by Jan. 
28. 
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El Oso 
News 


By Mrs. Hilbert Sahm 


Tuesday night Mr. and Mrs. 
Gayle Ponish and Karen were 


supper guests of Mr. and Mrs. ' 


Hilbert Sahm. 

Mr. and Mrs. M.E, Johnson 
and family of Corpus Christi, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennie Krause 
and daughter of Charlotte, Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Wegner and 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Ottc 
Krause and son, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Nesloney and fam- 
ily visited Mrs. Minnie Nesloney 
Sunday. 

On Saturday Mr. and Mrs. Al- 
bert Esse, Jimmie Taylor, Mr. 
and Mrs. Gayle Ponish and Mr. 
and Mrs. Kent Pogue attended 
the Homecoming activities in 
San Marcos. The Albert Esses 
remained in Seguin Saturday 
night and Sunday as guests of the 
Marvin Fishers. 

Mrs. Tom Fowler of Seguin, 
Mrs. Dina Roecker of Lees- 
ville and Mrs. William Esse 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert 
Sahm Friday enroute to the Otto 
Schultzs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bodo Stolte and 
Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Sahm spent 
a nice evening with Mr. and Mrs. 
W.E. Goetze in observance of 
Mr. Goetze’s birthday anniver- 
sary Thursday night. 

Recently Mr. and Mrs.Ernest 
Blaschke, Mrs. Jimmie Kunde, 
Mrs. Anna (Oma) Meinen visit- 
ed in Waco with Mr. and Mrs. 
Billy Krause. While there Mr. 
Blaschke also visited his uncle, 
Fred Blaschke. 

Mr. and Mrs.Charles Johnson 
of Austin visited their parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Blaschke 
and Mr. and Mrs. Edward John- 
son Sunday. 

On Thursday Mrs. Dina 
Roecker of Leesville, Mrs. Tom 
Fowler of Seguin, Mrs. William 
Esse, Mrs. Amanda Weston and 
son, Billy and Gene were supper 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Willie 
Esse, Sr. 

Mr, and Mrs.Eldor Benke and 
Henry visited Mr. and Mrs.Tom 
Kolinek Friday afternoon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fleming 
and son, Bobby of San Antonic 
visited Thursday and Friday 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
C,. L. Kolinek. 

The Herman Benkes calledon 


the C.L. Kolineks Saturday 
night. 
Mr. and Mrs. C.E, O'Neal 


and daughter, Marsha of San 
Antonio and Mr. and Mrs. Ted 
Béck of San Antonio spent Sat- 


urday night with Mr. and Mrs. 
Alvin O’Neal, Sr. at Pawnee. 
Sunday afternoon the O’Neals 
and Becks visited with Mr. and . 
Mrs. Tom Kolinek. Also visiting 
the Tom Kolineks were Mrs. 
Lawrence Kolinek and family of 
San Antonio. 

Sunday dinner guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. Herbert Samsel were 


Mrs. Lawrence Kolinek and 
family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eldo Benke were 
Sunday afternoon visitors at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. C.L, Ko- 
linek. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudy Schai- 
schmidt and daughters, Debra, 
Patti and Carole of Lockhart 
were Sunday dinner guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. W.E, Goetze. 

Mrs. Marie Hatzendorf and 
daughter, Frieda of Beeville) 
were supper guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. W.E, Goetze Sunday even- 
ing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kent Pogue and 
daughters were weekend guests | 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hilbert Sahm. 
Jamie Linn and Gina Lane spent 
Saturday with their grand- 
parents while their parents were 
in San Marcos. Little Karen Ann 
Ponish also spent the day with 
the Sahms. 

Mrs. William Esse accom- 
panied her daughter, Mrs. Dina 
Roecker and sister, Mrs. Tom 
Fowler to Leesville Friday, 
where she was the house guest 
of Mrs. Roecker for the week- 
end. She was met in Seguin by 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Esse atthe | 
home of Mr. and Mrs. John An: | 
derson and returned home with 
them Sunday. 


Lost: Whole ‘Five’ 
In Las Vegas... 
(Cents ... That Is) 


Mrs. Nettie Schroeder has re~ 
cently returned from spending a 
delightful month in Las Vegas 
with her son and daughter-in- 
law, Mr. and Mrs. James Sch- 
roeder, and girls Cathy am 
Susie. | 

Mrs. Schroeder tells us she 
had a big day at Las Vegas 
. - e While there she lost one 
whole nickel in one of those 
one-arm bandits, and when it 
didn’t pay off . . . she guit. 
That’s will-powerl 

(P.S. — Nettie confessed 
later it wasn’t even her nickel 
she lost ... now we'll never 
know whether shehad will-pow- 
er, self discipline, or is just 


“plain tight.’*) a 


FROM HOUSTON 

Larry Watson and Judy Hes- 
ter of Houston spent the week- 
end with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Watson. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Milton Harts- 
field announce the wedding of 
their daughter, Linda, pictured 
above, to Lercy Parks of Nixon. 
The wedding took place Oct. 14, 
1963 in Kenedy. The groom is 
the son of Roy Parks of Nixon. 
The Assembly of God Church 
will honor Mrs. Leroy Parks 
with a bridal shower at the 
church on Nov. 5. 


Bag 


PET RACCON 


Charleene is a pet raccoon about 8 months old. She is shown 
with her owner, Mrs, Mildred McQuary, who says the family 
really enjoys her as apet.Charleene came from Milam County 
and was given to them when she was only a few weeks old and 
had to be fed with a baby bottle. Her diet now consists of Gaines 
burgers, cat food, fruit, and will eat about anything. 
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News 


By MRS, COLLIE BAKER 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Harvey and 
children of Victoria, little Craig 
Schuenemann of Kenedy, Mrs. 
Bobby Morgan, amd baby Becky, 
Mrs. Alma Pearce and Michael 
Broadway of Karnes City and 
Mr. and Mrs. A.B, Copeland of 
Beeville, and Mrs. Rufus Schnitz 
and daughters visited in our 
church services Sunday morn- 
ing. We are always so happy to 


Mr. and Mrs, John Rodgers, 
Billy and Thomas visited her 
mother, Mrs. Annie Reagan in 
Sabinal on Saturday and Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hall Butler, 
Mrs. Sayer, Mrs. Alma Pearce 
and Michael Broadway had lunch 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bob Gray- 
son and Robert Sunday. 

Mrs. J.B. James and daught- 
ers of Blackshire, Georgia 
visited her sister, Mr. and Mrs. 


| H.C, Scotts last week. 


Mr, and Mrs. F.W, Pride and 
Barbara visited Mrs. R.K.Gar- 
ner Sunday evening. 

Kenneth Wiggins of Cuero was 
seen in Choate early Monday 
morning. Kenneth was in a rush 


have our young friends visit with | looking for more rain,I’m sure, 


us. 

Mrs. Helmuth Schuenemann, 
Jr. and Craig spent Saturday 
night with grandparents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Collie Baker. 

Mr. and Mrs. A.B, Copeland 
visited parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Copeland and Jimmy, al- 
so Mr. and Mrs, Randall Walk- 
er, Scott and Jeff Sunday. 

Mrs. Bartlett Ford has gone 
to Rockport to be with her sis- 
ter, who is ill this week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Harvey, 
D.D., Don O., John Richard of 
Victoria, and little Craig Schue- 
nemann had lunch with parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley Jimerson, 
Tommy and JanonSunday. Jerry 
Jimerson of Vanderbilt was 
home for Sunday lunch. 

Marcia Hunt of Kenedy visit- 
ed with her grandparents, Mr. 
and Mrs. R.M,. Hunt over the 
weekerm. 


(| 


for his cows. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Sawey 
visited theirson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tommy Staples and children of 
Tuleta Sunday afternoon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph McCoy 
visited in Beeville on Sunday 
evening. 


Mr. and Mrs. Randall Walk- 
er amd childrenand Mr. and Mrs. 
A.B. Copeland of Beeville had 
lunch with parents, Mr.and Mrs. 
Arthur Copeland and Jimmy 


' Sunday. 


News from Mrs, Pansy Da- 
reck of Pettus is doing real well 


| and hope will soon be about her 


duties. 


We are so-thankful for the 
1 1/2 inch of rainhere in Choate 
this week and hoping we shall 
have more soon. 

Donna and Randy Fruede spent 
several days with their grand- 
parents, Mr.and Mrs.A.F, Hunt, 

Mr. and Mrs, Allen Fruede 
and Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Kra- 
mer, Erwin, Jr. and Miss Ann 
Mutz had lunch with Mr. and 
Mrs. A.F, Hunt Sunday. 


Polly Jenkins held high series | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


and game for Oct. 23 with a 569 | 


with 181, 212, 176 games. Kittie 
Sparks rolled a 537 with games 
of 160, 194, 183 and Margie 
Lewis had a 505 with 164, 179, 
162 games. 

Glenn Newell rolled a 604 
series with games 183, 237, 
184. Glenn’s series holds second 
high for the season and heholds 
first high game with the 237. 
Ben Grinnell rolled a 578 with 
172, 201, and 205. Charlie Bosh- 
er had a 553 with games of 200 
184, 169. Morris Lewis rolled 
second high game forthe week 
with a 210. 

Other good scores were: 


Dave Jenkins ....... 531-206 | 


Ben Ahrens ......- 920-194 
Marie Newell ....... 473-169 
Jean Atkinson....... 458-166 
Fae Newman ....... . 454-17} 
TS 
VICTORIA GUESTS 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Huck~ 
man of Victoria visited wity 
Mrs. R.E, Huckman this week, 
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BOWLING 


Middies 
Charter 
League 


By CAROL MENN 


Kittie Sparks was high series 
lady Oct. 21 with a 161, 230, 
and 211 for her first 602 on 
our lanes. Kittie now has the 
highest average in our league, 
a 179. Good bowling, Kittiel Oth- 
er high series included: 

Ann Golden .... . . 557-202 
Marie Newell ..... . 482-181 
Jean Atkinson’..... . 468-168 
Barbara Sowers .... .461-162 
Doris Ahrens ....... 497-178 
Margie Hart ....... . 490-169 
Polly Jenkins ....... 452-189 

Other high games were Treva 
Parcher 178, Rose Bonnstetter 
178, Peggy Nusom 178, loleene 
Ahrens 177, and Mildred Mc- 
Goldrick 161. 

League standings after bowl- 
ing 10-21-63 are as follows: 
B&B Super Service . ...21-7 
Wright’s Cafe........17-11 
Trophy House ........ 17-11 
Kec Shae aie sa <a stele LOA1e 
Morton’s Food ....... 16-12 
Brownlow’ ./s/s sis s o,< 10715 
KAML 6 occ cc cece oe 14-14 
CNR Lease Service .....12-16 
Salyer Pest Control... .12-16 
lst Nichols National Bank 12-16 
Adelman’s .. .see.-- 9-19 
Atkinson’s Apaloosas ... 7-21 

High individual series is held 
by Kittie Sparks 602, Jean At- 
kinson 561, and Ann Golden557. 
High individual game is held by 
Tura Morgan with 231, Kittie 
Sparks 230 and Jean Atkinson 
213 

Next week’s schedule is as 


follows, Adelman vs. K-C’s, 


Salyer Pest Control vs. KAML, 
CNR Lease Service vs. Mor- 
ton’s Foods, lst Nichols Nation- 
al Bank vs. B & B Super Ser- 
vice, Wright’s Cafe vs. Atkin- 
son’s Apaloosas, and Brown- 
lows vs. Trophy House. 


We? 


Midweek 
Middies 


By MARGIE LEWIS 


Ann Benfer, of Floresville, 
rolled high series Oct. 23 with 
a 511 total. Her games were | 
158, 146, 207. Ann carries a 147 
average. For this series she re- 
ceived her first ‘‘200’’ club pin 
as well as a Midway ‘‘S00’’ 
patch. Good bowling, Ann] 

Second high series was rolled 
by Ann Golden, who had a 505 


‘with 156, 158, 191. Jean Atkin- 


son had a 496 with games of 158, 
168, 170. 

Lucy Braun rolled high game 
for the week with a 210. Tura 
Morgan had a 207 and Bette 
Hamilton a 199. 

Other high scores were: 
Dotty Ahrens ....... 475-168 
Barbara Sowers 475-185 
Bette Hamilton ......472-199 
Lucy Braun ......«..- 470~210 
Willene Smith ....-.. 470-182 
Tura Morgan ......- 469-207 
Margie Lewis 467-170 
Peggy Wright ....... 462-176 
Mors Sellers 451-163 

League standing as of Oct. 23 
is: 

Odd eB allsieetcieiete 200m? 
‘Petti Pins ......211/2-101/2 


eeceeeeeoe 


Bowling Bags.....20 -12 

Whirlie Girlies ...20 -12 

Pin Knockers.....18  <-14 
Pin Friends .....16 -16 


Pin Pals .......- 141/2-171/2 
WayrOuts 2s 12 em 14, 2-16 | 
Pin Guins'.....- 13-19 | 
Miss Marks ....12 -20 
Alley Cats ..... 12. + =-20 
Kine Pinsecte siete <0 mee 2 
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Methodist Call 
To Prayer Observed 


The Woman’s _ Society of 
Christian Service and the Wes- 
leyan Service Guild of the First 
Methodist Church observed the 
annual Call to Prayer and Self 
Denial Oct. 25, - 31 with two 
special programs in the sanc- 
tuary of the church this week. 

The first was the projects 
program, ‘‘GiveUntothe Lord”’, 
which was presented on Sunday, 
Oct. 27 at 7:30 p.m. Mrs. Omer 
Turnipseed was the leader and 
Mrs. Milton Davis gave the 
meditations. A beautiful colored 
film, ‘‘The Bright Flame’’ con- 
cerning work inIndia, was shown 
and the pastor, Rev. Brent Fish- 
er, sang a solo, ‘‘Ye People, 
Rend Your Hearts’’ very beauti- 
fully with Mrs. Henry L, Bellas 
the organist. Mrs. Wesley Chase 
and Mrs. R,C, Salyer were ush- 
ers. 

The quiet day program was 
given on Tuesday, Oct. 29 at 
7:30 p.m. The theme, ‘‘Peace 
With God’’ was introduced by 
Mrs. W.T. Coan, president of 
the Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tain Service; while Mrs. Jim 
Tobe Atkinson, president of the 
Bess Holchak Wesleyan Service 
Guild, presented the several 
meditations. Mrs. Berkley Hail- 
ey was organist forthis service. 

The offering for this year will 
go to Urban Community Centers 
in Gary, Indiana; Fort Worth, 
Texas and Honolulu, Hawaii as 
the home project; while the 
foreign part will be sent to India 


for an educational fund, a re- 
tirement fund, the development 
of a Christian literature pro- 
gram and for medical colleges 
and nurses’ training schools. 


Bennett Receives 
Service Award 


At a recent dinner held in 
his honor, Carl Bennett of Kar- 
nes City received a five year 
service award from Susque- 
hanna Western, Inc. Mr. 
Harold D, Webb, District Mana~ 
ger of Susquehanna - Western, 
Inc. made the presentation. 


Bennett joined the company 
in Oct. of 1958 as Maintenance 


Foreman of the plant at Edge- 
mont, South Dakota. In early 
1961 he transferred to Susque- 


hanna’s Texas Operation where 
he assumed the responsibilities 
of directing the maintenance for 
the company’s exploration, 
mining and milling facilities. 
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COLLIE BAKER... One of Choate's leading citizens. 


DOWN IN TEXAS 


DOWN IN TEXAS 14bf 
We're down here in old Texas, 
Where you never have the 
‘blues,Where the bandits 
steal the jitneys 
And the marshalls - steal the 
booze; 
Where the buildings horn the 
skyline, 
Where the populace is boots, 
Where they shoot men just for 
pastime. 
Where the chickens never roost. 
Where Situp men are wary, 
And the bullets fall like hail; 
Where each pocket has a pistol 
And each pistcl’s good for jail. 
Where they always hang the jury 
Where they never hang the man. 
If you call a man a liar, you 
Get home the best you can. 
Where you get up in the morn- 
ing 


v4 


sd 


“Ae 


In a woria ot snow and sleet | 

And you come home in the 
evening 

Suffocating in the heat. 

Where the jitneys whizz about 
you. 

And the street cars barely creep; 

Where the burglars pick your 
pockets 

While you 
sleep.” 

Where the bulldogs 
the rabies, 

And the rabbits they have fleas. 


‘lay me down to 


all have 


Where the big girls like the 
wee ones 

Wear their dresses to their 
knees; 

Where you whist out in the 

| morning 

Just to give your health a 
chance, 

Say ‘‘Howdy’’ to some fellow 
who 


Shoots big holes in your pants. 

Where wise owls are afraid to 
hoot 

And birds don’t dare to sing, 

For it’s hell down here in 
TEXAS, 

Where they all shoot in the 
wing. 

—Donated by Mrs.M,R, Raymer 
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A 1896 Retaliation Party 


(The following clipping fron: a 
June 4, 189€ local paver - .. 
captioned, 

“RETALIATION PARTY”’ 


“*And bright the lamps shone 


o’er fair womer .and brave 
men,”’ at the palatial residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. U. S, Scovill 
last Friday evening. 

The spacious drawing rooms 
and lofty halls were filled to 
overflowing with dainty girls 
and manly boys who met to- 
gether in honor of the visit- 
ing - young ladies, the Misses 
Willeford and Deton. 

It was a leap-year affair and 
the boys and girls changed 
places most admirably. The 
girls were exceedingly attentive 
to the wants of the sterner sex, 
and they (the boys) allowed their 
curls to be fanned out with 
utmost patience. Among the 
many present were the follow- 
ing: 

Miss Lulu Willeford, enthral- 
ling in a dainty dress of white 
muslin and flowers, was the fair 
escort of Will Rutledge. 

Miss Denton, charmingly cos- 


tumed in cream mulle and lace,: 


accompanied Andrew Hembree. 

Miss Mellie Owen, her rare 
blonde beauty set off to perfec- 
tion in adress of Persian moire, 
was with Marcus Hines and Dor- 
man McBryde. 

Miss Jennie Orr, exquisitely 
dressed in whitedimity, accom- 
panied Wilbur Alexander. 

Miss Minnie Bennett, very 
sweet and pretty in cream silk 
mulle, was the escort of Henry 
Hunter, 

Miss Lilla Binkley, acted the 
hostess to queenly perfection, in 


a party dress of cream wool 
challis with lace and ribbons. 
She played the gallant to Fos- 
ter Martin and Charles Pace. 

Miss Rose Autry, dazzling in 
yellow dimity, lace and flowers, 
accompanied Will Nichols. 

Miss Jennie Livingston was a 
modest blush-rose between two 
thorns, viz: Dick Alexander and 
Wesley Holbrook. 

Miss Hattie Pertiller, looking 
a second Lillian Russell, inpale 
blue mulle. accompanied John 
Donahue. 

Miss Stella Lewis, lovely in 
a soft cream nun's-veiling, was 
with Ealy Nichols. 

Miss Henrie Nelson, her won- 
drous brunette beauty height- 
ened by a dress of pale pink 
organdy, accompanied Charles 
Hunter. . 

Miss Callie Wilson, be- 
witchingly dressed in cream 
mulle and lace, was the escort 
of Hemis Butler. 


Miss Mae Livingston, entran- 
cing in a costume of pink pone 
cloth, evidently won her way 
into the adamant heart of her 
escort, Fisher Martin. 


Miss Jo Pertiller, with:James 
Pace, 
of cream Henrietta cloth. 

Miss Bonnie Binkley’s neat 
little form was encased in a 
pretty dress of cream crepon 
and lace. 

Miss Lillie Person, daintily 
costumed in pink pongee, was 
the cause of many ‘“‘pierced 
hearts.”’ 

Miss Rhoda Pace, exceedingly 
chic and stylish in a white 
pecay suit, accompanied A, E, 
Hoefner,. 


ion 


was lovely in a dress. 


Miss Sallie Rutledge, out o’- 
sight, (as one young gentleman 
was heard to remark) inapretty 


dress of pink mulle and rib- 


bons, was with J. Hilje. 

Miss Lottie Nelson, sweetly 
dres$ed in figured pongee, was 
the escort of Nat Hines. 

Miss Nettie Evans, in white 
lawn and lace, ‘‘wasted her 
sweetness on the desert air’’ in 
the person of her brother, J. L. 
Bain. 

Miss Maggie Rutledge, beau- 
tiful in soft white Swiss, reigned 
Queen of Hearts, especially in 
that of her gallant young es- 
cort, Lucius Dailey. 

Miss Linda Burrage, with 
Hamp Nichols, was neatly 
dressed in a firm white lawn. 

Miss Nellie Gallaspy, in a 
charming costume of pale green 
silkoline, accompanied Levi 
Pullin and Ben Morse. 

Mrs. Julia Burris, looking 
a Grecian Goddess, in pale yel- 
low organdy, RN ee ee John 
McCrea. 

Miss Mae Puckett, her Gypsy- 
like beauty softened by a dress 
of cream nun’s-veiling and lace, 
was with Oliver Nichols. 

Miss Lena Autry, in Persian 
crepon, accompanied John Rut- 
ledge. 

The enjoyment of the occasion 
was heightened by three visi- 
tors: Messrs. Rhode and Mills, 
Karnes City, and John McCrea 
of Runge. 

The flowers, the music, the 
dainty costumes, the pretty 
faces, brilliant Conversations, 
all tended to make this affair 
a never-to-be-forgotten chapter 
from the volume of Youth and 
Beauty. 
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MRS. MAY BRAUN 


Mrs. May Braun (May Susannah Hargraves) was born on May 
10, 1880, which makes her now 83 years old, and resides on 
Houston Street here in Kenedy. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Israel Hargraves, were born at Woodland, Texas, near the 
San Antonio River at Choate. The place now belongs to Arthur 
Copeland. The first time she remembers coming to Kenedy was 
when she was about 8 years old. The Railroad Hotel was run by 
Mr. Goff and she recalls that he took express packages down 
and unloaded them at Dailey’s Grocery Store. She spent her 
sixth birthday near Helena Bridge on the way to Menard. She 
had a birthday cake, which her mother baked on a dutch-oven 
over an open fire. She was married to Mr. Braun at her home 
in October 1911. They had two children’; . . Charles Braun of 
Kenedy and Mrs. Arthur Donnell of Choate. 


EARLY EMPLOYMENT AID 

Ohio initiated legally the pre- 
sent State Public Employment 
Service in 1890. Los Angeles 
and Seattle were the first cities 
to open public municipal em- 
ployment offices. 
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OTTO SCHUENEMANN SR. , GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 


Mr. and Mrs. Otto Schuenemann Sr., celebrated their 50th 
anniversary by having all their children with them. in the pic- 
ture gathered around ‘‘Grandpaw and Grandmaw’’ are the Otto 
Schueneman’s Jr, of Victoria, Dick Schuenemann’s Houston, Ed- 
gar McCoy’s, Kenedy, Sylvan Dunn’s, Lubbock, H.H, Schuene- 


mann Sr., Kenedy. At the time this picture was taken some of 
the grandchildren and great grandchildren were not born. This 
next month they expect to celebrate their 64th anniversary with 
all the inlaws, grandchildren, great grand children which will 
be a full housel 
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SHE ALLEN & G DRUG STO! 


AN OLD DRUG STORE 


In the earlier days in Kenedy the J.T, Allen & Co. Drug Store 
was one of the leading businesses. The late J.T, Allen is the 
father of Mrs. Marion Atkinson. His widow resides in Kenedy. 
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THE FALLS CITY NATIONAL BANK IN FALLS CITY 
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WAREHOUSE , .. This is the United Gas Corporation's ware- 


house as it appeared in 1935 ar their “‘Grand Opening’**. . . 


neat, isn’t 1t?7?? The United Gos brows in their pipelines in 
the Fall, 1928, and started servicing vim» ciaamucity in 1929. 
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KENEDY CLINIC 
AND HOSPITAL 


The Kenedy Clinic and Hospi- 
tal was eriginally opened in 
1935 by Ur. C.M, Kent and Dr, 
|. W, Worsham, inpartnership. 
tn i939 Dr. Worsham sold his 
interest to Dr, Kent who con- 
to practice here. Later 
thar same yearDr.C,C.Quillian 
meyed here from Sugarland, 
fexas and was added to the - 
hospital staff. During World 
War U Or. Quillian was called 
to service where he served 
Sec. 1942-1945, In 1940 after 
aegi- graduate work at the 
Roosevelt Hospital in New York 
he returned to Kenedy. In May 
1946, he purchased the hospi- 
tal from Dr. Kent. Dr. W. C. 
Mills, Jr. joined the staff in 
1947, 
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Runge citizens thake volun- 
tary donations of $113,50 to 
American Red Cross for relief 
of flood victims in Kentucky 
and Ohio Feb. 1987. 
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Schuenemann g& 
Real Estate ‘ 


Kenedy. Abstract Co. 


SERVING KARNES COUNTY’S 


EVERY REALESTATE NEED 


225 W. Main-Kenedy, Texas -OL9-3441 


; oped Week Dave Until 7: saa s iturday Until 8:00 p.m. 
207 West Main Kenedy,Texas =§=- OL9-3213 
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WOODEN OiL DERRICK 


Remember this? It was the Triangulation Tower located on the 
Ruckman Ranch in 1904, and was one of the early wooden oil 
well derricks used during those days. 


Karnes County Has First Oil land of the late Sam O, Porter 
Well ... Karnes County's first and is only about 400 or 500 
oil well was finished April1933 feet from the Bee county line. 
by Magnolia Petroleum Com- This well gives evidence of 
Pany. being one of the best produc- 

The well is located on the €¢Frs inthe Pettus area. 
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Thomas Ruckman home built in 1856 — sd 107, ears old. B 


THE OLD THOMAS RUCKMAN HOME 


The old Thomas Ruckman home built in 1856, was built by Mr. Thomas Ruckman, who made the 
brick and sawed the cottonwood lumber which went into the construction of this fine two-story 
residence in the early 50's. 
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SCHOOL DAYS, GOLDEN RULE DAYS 


In 1923, this picture was made of the Panna Maria Public School, first through third grades, 
when Miss Unice Hardy was teacher. During those years, the public school was conducted in 
the Educational Building of the Panna Maria Church. All the children aren't identified but the 
names available, starting with the front row are John Dupnik, Ben Kaczmarek, Walter Manka, 
Ephrem Labus, Theresa Kowalik, Theodosia Banduch, Mary Krociak, Josephine Urbanczyk, 
Joe Kyrish, Chester Moczygemba, Louis Banduch, John Urbanczyk, Leo Pieprzyca, john 
Wrobel, John Kowalik, Clem-Opiela, Louis Dupnik, Raymond Brysch, Miss Unice Hardy, Annie 
Dugi, Tillie Manka, Adela Moczygemba, Monica Kaczmarek, Matilda Wrobel, Albina Dupnik, 
Frances Brysch, Regina Dziuk, Angela Dziuk, and John L,, Hardy (teacher). 
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HISTORY OF 
A.D.M. CO. 


By CLARENCE JOHNSON - 


Archer Daniels Midland Com- 
pany first started theiropera-- 
tion in Kenedy, Texas in 1946. 
The plant was originally built 
to process flax grown in Texas. 
The drought from: 1952-56 
forced the company to close the 
linseed oil and linseed meal 
processing plant because of the 
insufficient quantity of flax that 
was grown during that time. 
Since then synthetics havetaken 
the place of the different uses 
of the flax products. 

ADM is presently engaged in 
storage and merchandizing of 
grain and agricultural feed pro- 
ducts. 


The world’s first long film, 
“The Birth of a Nation,’’ cost 
$115,000 when it was made in 
1915. 


Sixty-four percent of the total 
land area of Idaho is public do- 
main. 


THE COTTON STORY 


By TRUETT HUNT 


Cotton is an old, old crop. 
Our word ‘‘cotton’’ is a tran- 
sliteration of the ancient Arabic 
word ‘‘Qutun.’’ Cotton was popu- 
larly used in Egypt. and India 
at least 5,000 years B.C.Scraps 
of a crudeiy woven cloth were 
found in caves in the Southwest- 
ern United States among arti- 
facts dating 1,500 years B.C. 
Cotton is the most versatile fi- 
ber, natural or synthetic, known 
to man. It is used for more dif- 
ferent purposes than any other 
fiber; it is worn in the toughest 
work clothes and in the most 
elegant gowns; it has a tensile 
strength greater than steel. It 
is truly a miracle fiber. — 

At about the turn of the cen- 
tury-as the farming industry 
grew and developed hereabouts- 
it became evident that the Kar- 
nes County area was ideal for 
cotton; And as cotton grew, there 
came the people and industries 
to supply theservices it needed- 
the skill, the farm machinery, 
the transportation, the gins and 
the compress and warehouse. 
The Kenedy Compress Company 
was organized in 1906 and pur- 
chased a plant which had just 
been installed on its present site 
and began its operation in Sept. 
of that year. It has served the 
cotton industry as a public ware- 
house and compress facility 
ever since, through good times 
and bad, through drouth and 
flood, through fire and storm. 
Thus it is one of the oldest 
continuously operated business- 
es in Kenedy, receiving cotton 
from the gins, storing it, com- 
pressing it, loading it and ship- 
ping it so that cotton may get 
from the farms of this area to 
the mills of the world. In the 
harvest season just concluded 
the Kenedy. Compress received 


ff 


more than 36,000 bales of cot- 
ton from its customers, repre- 
senting an addition to the wealth 
of its trade territory an amount 
approximating § $6,500,000.00 
(including the seed by-product 
of the cotton). Obviously cotton 
is a major contributor to the 
economy of our. community. A 
bale of cotton and its seed add 
approximately $180.00 to the 
wealth of the community in which 
it is produced. An average good 
crop in our area produces about 
one-half bale per acre, thus add= 
ing to the wealth of the area 
about $90.00 per acre. Cotton 
has the advantage of an estab- 
lished moving and marketing 
procedure which makes it easily 
and inexpensively stored and 
readily marketed. All this 
makes cotton a front-running 
contender for champion of cash 
crops in our area. It should be 
apparent that if our country is 
to continue to flourish, that land 
which is exhausted and worn 
away must be rebuilt to pro- 
duce and that which lies idle in 
weeds must be put to work, 
each piece of land to that to 
which it is best adapted. 

This, then, is in a brief way 
both the reality and romance of 
cotton, beneficent harvest of 
mankind's skill and the good 
earth across more than 7,000 
years of history. We quote a 
short paragraph from anarticle 
in the October 1962 edition of 
‘South Texan,"’ official publi- 
cation of the South Texas Cham- 
ber of Commerce, ‘‘While ‘King 
Cotton’s’ role in contemporary 
life may not be receiving the 
attention it once did, it still is 
enjoying a dominant and influen- 
tial reign. To paraphrasethe old 
sovereign cry: The king lives 
on ... long live the kingl"’ 
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KENEDY COMPRESS COMPANY 


Bale after bale of cotton can be seen stacked on the loading platform of the Kenedy Compress 
« « « ready to be shipped. Cotton is and has been for many years a major part in the whole pat- 
tern of the flourishing economy of Kenedy and Karnes county. It has contributed greatly to the 
economic growth and development of the area, to the state of Texas and to the whole nation, 


COURSON MERCANTILE STORE 


The Courson Mercantile Store was located on the ‘‘Ole Kenedy on the Hill.’’ Notice the horses” 
and wagons ‘‘parked’’ while some of our early residents do some shopping? 


_— xs 
LD SCENES OF THE EL OSO GIN 
The El Oso Cotton Gin began operation in 1935, and it is the last 
out of four gins in that community to remain in operation. This 
season, which ended Oct. 10, 1963, they baled 1109 bales of 
cotton. ; 
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This is how Kenedy looked way back in 1897 when it was still 
known as Six Shooter Junction. This shot was taken on Front 
Street looking down toward the corner where Conoly Neumayer 
Drug now is located. 
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EAD AIM 


By JACK DUNSON 


SIX SHOOTER JUNCTION 

Turning back the calendar to 
the year 1886, we find two im- 
portant happenings about to take 
place. One was thefamous Win- 
chester 1886 rifle, the other the 
birth of Kenedy, Texas. The 
Winchester rifle is now a col- 
lectors item, and almost for- 
gotten. Kenedy is now a thriv- 
ing community of some 4500 
happy people, and a wonderful 
place in which to live. 

Kenedy, Texas is located in 
the center of the old Carlos 
Martinez Land Grant given to 
him by the King of Spain on 
June 7, 1788, consisting of 15 
leagues of land, or about 60,000 


acres. Our town got its name 
from Mifflin Kenedy, who at 
that time was in partnership 
with Richard King in the river 
poat business. They also oper- 
ated large ranches, and these 
ranches are still going strong 
today. 

Mifflin Kenedy is directly re- 
sponsible for the construction of 
the railroad between San 
and the coastal region. 


It originally ran between Sau 
Antonio and the coast near 
Aransas Pass, and later added 
yranches to other coastal towns. 
The ‘‘SAP,’’ as it was called, 
started in San Antonio, but when 
:t reached Floresville, the con- 
“truction company ran out of 
tunds and Mifflin Kenedy came 
to the rescue and saw to its 
completion. 

The original location for the 
City of Kenedy was four miles 
north of where it now stands. 
A dispute over the land title 
caused it to be moved to the 
railroad junction which ran to 
Houston. 

This wasn't the only change 
that was made in the earlydays 
of Kenedy, for our town was 
first named Kenedy Junction on 
March 12, 1887, and changed to 
Kenedy on June 21, 1887, and 
C, P. Dailey was the first post- 
master. 

If time and progress didn’t 
change things, we wouldn’t be 
able to drive East on Main 
Street any further than between 
the railroad tracks. John 
Cannon operated the Junction 
Hotel then situated between the 


two sets of tracks directly in 


.the center of Main Street. This 


hotel was better known as 
“‘THE BEANRY,’’ and remained 
open 24 hours aday. The Beanry 
provided the railroad pas- 
sengers with lodging and 
food, and since the small towns 


od 


~ around the country closed early 


the Beanry was a hangout for 
the young men of the day. 
They would gather there to 
watch the several trains that ral 
through daily. Since these wer« 
hard troublesome times most 0 
the men carried the Six Gun 
which resulted in frequen 
shootings. Due to the railroa 
junction, and the Six Gun 
Kenedy gradually became know: 


as Six Shooter Junction, Thi: 
name still holds true today, al- 
though the pistol has disappear- 
ed from the scene, the railroac 
junction is still here. 

Yes, the Six Shooter smoke 
has cleared, and the old Beanry 
was closed on June 28, 1928, 
but the glory of the Old West 
still remains. And Glory is one 
thing that time cannot change. 

We the people of Kenedy are 
proud of our community, and 
strive to keep it a beautiful 
place on God’s great master- 
piece of construction. We are 
privileged to live in peace and 
worship as we choose. Maybe 
the Six Gun made this pos- 
sible 
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County Named 
for Him 


Henry Wax Karnes 


Two years after the establishment of Helena, in 1854, the 
name of Karnes was suggested for the new county, honoring 
Captain Henry Wax Karnes, a distinguished soldier in Gen- 
eral Hfouston’s army, and a scout in which the great General 
placed implicit confidence. 
Captain Karnes was a scout for General Houston amd was one 
of the men who were dispatched by the Commander, when 
his troops were assembling at Gonzales, to determinethe situ- 
ation of Captain Travis at the Alamo. They were not destined 
to reach the Alamo asthey met Mrs. Dickinson only a few miles 
out of Gonzales, heard of the tragic fate of the Alamo, and 
returned with her to Gonzales. 
Captain Karnes Was a fearless and intrepid soldier. He was 
redheaded, and there is a story that at one time he was cap- 
tured by the Indians who, discovering his red hair, concluded 
that it was dyed, and attempted to wash it out; failing, they 
became awed and released him. It is a matter of record that 
Captain Karmes was with General Houston at the famous battle 
of San Jacinto. 
The name of the new county having been chosen, Dr. Owings 
Was displatched to Austin to prevail upon the legislature to 
authorize the new county. The Legislative Act creating Karnes 
County was enacted on February 4, 1854. Karnes County was 
created out of portions of Goliad, Bexar and San Patricio 
Counties. These three counties were originally legalized under 
the Republic of Texas. 
Comunissioners were appointed to hold an election and the 
voting was held at Helena on February 27, 1854. The following 
mien were elected as the first officers of Karnes County; 

M. J. Pleasant, Chief Justice or County Judge 

John kK, Newell, District Clerk 

7. Canfield, L. C. Clemmons, G. W, Rhymes, James M. 

Sullivan, County Commissioners 

D, UD, Robertson, J. P, Precinct No. 1 

H. R,Ammons, J. P. Precinct No. 1 

Z. Canfield, J.P, Precinct No 2 

B.W, Gillock, J. P. Precinct No. 3 

A.C, Davis, Constable, precinct No. 1 

W.W, Wilkerson, Constable Precinct No. 3 
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EARLY RECOLLECTIONS CF KENEDY 


~t 


CAPTAIN MIFFLIN KENEDY 
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CAPIAIN MIFFLIN KENEDY'S GRANDSON'S WIDOW 


Mrs, John G, Kenedy, Jr., widow of the grandson of Capt. Mifflin Kenedy, for whom the city of 
Kenedy was named, is shown looking at the only existing picture of her late husband, Capt. 
Kenedy was instrumental in a great many enterprises in south Texas in the middle part of the 
nineteenth century. He was a partner with Capt. Richard King in a steamboat line and in the 
great King Ranch, and built a railroad from Corpus Christi to Laredo which he sold. Then he 
participated in building the railroad from Corpus Christito San Antonio, and during the building 
of the railroad when stations were named, his name was chosen for the station at Kenedy. Capt. 
Kenedy was born June 8, 1818, at Downington, Pa. His father’s ancestors came from Ireland to 
Maryland with Lord Baltimore. His mother’s people came from England in 1683 with William 
Penn’s first colony, and settled in Delaware county. Kenedy was educated in Quaker boarding 
schools and sailed for the Orient in 1834.at the age of 16, He returned and taught school for 
two years in Pennsylvanta, then went to the Ohio and Mississippi rivers where he was a clerk 
on various steamboats for six vears. 29) ve 
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KARNES COUNTY sISTORY 
FROM 1882 TO AUGUST 1933 


The following interesting ar- 
ticle concerning early day his- 
tory in Karnes county was hand- 
ed us for consideration and 
found to be very good: 


‘In looking back into the 
years of long ago, the scroll 
of memory unrolls and we see 
the year 1882 — as it was 81 
years ago. 

That part of Karnes county 
lying west of the San Antonio 
river was a stockman paradise 
— a territory 30 miles long and 
fifteen miles wide, in which 
lived about forty sturdy pioneer 
families. Over this domain 
30,000 head of cattle, 5,000 
sheep and 2,000 horses grazed, 
on ten thousand hills. A pros- 
perous happy am _ contented 
people lived on this fine area 
of land. I will name some of 


these pioneer families: 

H.R. Ammons, W.G., Butler, 
M.L. Butler, P.B. Butler, Dan 
Butler, Lem Burris, Jim Cal- 
vert, J.M. Choate, J.C.Collins, 
Preston Casey, J.M. Elder, 
Frank Fowler, Isom Jones, 
Harp Little, Buck Little, Jesse 
Little, N.R. McClane, J.A. Mar- 
tin, J.C. McAda and Andy Wil- 
liams. 

Many thousands of cattle were 
sent up the trail each year to 
the northern area.’ 


FIRST BALE KARNES COUNTY 
COTTON IS GINNED AT RUNGE 


July 6, 1937—This year 1963 
July S, in Runge, and one bale 
ginned in Kenedy at the Far- 
mers Co-Op gin July 9, 1963 
Could it be-we are keeping pace 
with 1937, 


ToE ADVENT OF WE cael 
ToE RAILRUAD 


During its first one hundred 


SY 


and six years of existence, Kar- 
nes County passed through 
various periods of growth and 
decline in population. These 
periods are manifested in the 
comparison of the following 
census figures: 


Year Population 
ES ODOUR e rs tehal ee cette fone 25171 
EST OMe re caret ess sie se se Bb es OD 
ESSO Rerovenetctees ever ais ois 3,270 
TROON TS So GG icis i Ble HON 
WIG) BoA oa e ehetene tens 8 O00) 
POLO seamet eaves ore eee - 14,943 
EPOMERS as DBE siebeyer sti ,049 
TO SO Weratercneke ladoteueve te 23,316 
LO S0Meterc totes wrercietarste ho 245 
LO SO Marsveus suas = Scam: et Whe) oe 


L DOO Mevetes ce letatels ere etl 4.995 

As can be noted from the 
figures above, Karnes County 
more than doubled inpopulation 
from 1890 to 1900. Its great- 
est spurt in population growth 
was between 1900 and 1910. The 
rate of population increase was 
steady through 1920 and 1930, 
after which time the population 
decreased steadily to the pre- 
sent time. The population 
growth experienced by Karnes 
County at the turn of the cen- 
tury can largely be attributed 
to the changes wrought by the 
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(By Henry W, Dailey) 

KENEDY is situated in the 
beautiful valley of the Escon- 
dido Creek and Nichols Hollow, 
in the heart of Karnes County, 
Texas. 

It is located on the good old 
San Amonio & Aransas Pass 
Railroad, now operated, under 
lease by the G.H, & S.A, Rail- 
way as part of the splendid 
Sunset System. 

Kenedy is traversed north 
and south by paved Federal 
Highway 181, and has an east- 
em connection paved State 
Highway 72. 

The railroad was built from 
San Antonio through Kenedy to- 
ward its southern objectives, 
Aransas Pass and Corpus 
Christi, in the summer of 1886, 

Before proceeding further 
with either the railroad or the 
narratives, and to avoid confus- 
ion it should be borne in mind 
that there were at one time two 
stations of the same name on 
this railroad, within about four 
miles of each other named for 
ofe of the principal financial 
packers of the road. 

The construction work had 
progressed to a point about 
one mile south of where the 
county seat town of Karnes City 
was afterwards located when a 
station was established. It was 
named Kenedy in honor of Cap- 
tain Mifflin Kenedy of Corpus 
Christi, one of the ---------- 
----ciers, and was very near 
the geographical center of this 
county. 

This station thus became for 
a while the terminus;. was 
equipped with a turn table, de- 
pot and eating and bootlegging 
joints; and enjoyed the novelty 
of passenger, mail, frieght and 
work trains every day. 

Construction work in the 
meantime was proceeding mer- 
rily toward our southern ter- 
minal and, upon reaching what 


is now the site of the present 


city of Kenedy, the company 
established a three - way point 
and called it Kenedy Junction. It 
was ‘their intention to dis- 
continue and move old Kenedy, 
or Kenedy Station, as soon as 
practicable. 

Upon completion of the ‘‘Y’’ 
and the yeartrackage, and while 
the main line was being rapid-~ 
ly extended toward the south, 
grading was begun onthe Wallis 
Branch. This branch line finally 
terminated at Houston. 


Contract for the first mile of | 


grading toward the east, on the 
Wallis Branch, was let to Mr. 
T.A, LeBleu, Will Orth and an- 
other man. These menhad been 


engaged in scraper work on 
eartnen tanks 1n the vicinity of 


Mineral City and Oakville, Tex. 
Will Orth afterwards became 
Passenger conductor on the 
road he had graded. 

While these men were en- 
gaged in grading this first mile 
east of Kenedy the storm of 
August, 1886, visited this coun- 
try, Causing them to seek shel - 
ter other than their tents. This 
is the storm which finished 
wrecking the port of Indianola. 

The first depot to grace Ken- 
edy Junction was a small depot 
set out on a spur or siding. 
This served as a combination 
freight and passenger depot; 
telegraph, ticket and express 
office; and baggage and waiting 
room — both white and colored. 
The various duties connected 
with station from agent to jani- 
tor were all taken care of by 
one lone man - the telegraph 
operator, Mr. Burgess. 

It was not long (not later 
than early Spring, 1887) untii 
the company erected a very sub- 
stantial and commodious depot 
and two-story hotel building, 
with a lunch room in connec- 
tion. C.C,’‘Humphrey was the 
first regular station agent. lie 
was also telegraph operator. 
C.C. Coniially was the Railroaa 
Hotel’s first manager. 

After the coming of the rail- 
road, and the naming of the 
Station Kenedy Junction, a 
townsite was laid out to fit 
the triangular arrangement of 
“*y’’ and other trackage. It was 
named Kenedy. 

The post office was first lo- 
cated, temporarly, in the south 
west corner, ground floor of the 
railroad hotel building. 

It remained in that location 
about thirty days or until the 
Dailey store could be moved 
over from Daileyville and made 
ready. It was located in one So. 
east corner of block No. 1, 
intersection of Main and Front 
streets, facing east. The post- 
office was then moved into this 
building where it occupied the 
south east corner. The name of 
the post-office was soon short- 
ened to Kenedy and Christophor 
P, Dailey was re-commission- 
ed as post master in confor- 
mity with the change inthe name 
of the office. 


30 


The first Railway Mail Clerk 
from San Antonio to old Kenedy 
station was Eugene Eckols, Sr. 
As the road was extended his 
run was made to include Cor- 
pus Christi. While still in the 
Railway Mail Service he be- 
came a Citizen of Kenedy, later 


_ engaging in business here. He is 


still a citizen of Kenedy, and 
has been for more than forty 
years. 

The last family to leave old 
Kenedy station was that of 
George B, Livingston. Being 
an employee of the company he 
and his family had their home 
in the depot. Later they were 
transferred to Runge, first sta- 
tion east of Kenedy, and their ~ 
son, Henry, was the first white 
child born there. 
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Rackley Produce Co. was established in 1922 by Daisy and 
Marcellus Rackley under the name Rackley Produce Co. In 
1924 the store was moved from the location of.the present 
Syring Firestone Dealer Store to the building on Second St. 
now occupied by Kenedy Hydro Gas. It. was here in 1934 that 
Aubrey Stimson purchased the firm from ‘‘Aunt Daisy’’. The 
present store was built on Main Street in 1947. A few years 
later a partnership was formed of Aubrey Stimson and‘sons 
Wayne and Earl. The above photo shows left to right: Daisy 
Rackley, Marcellus (Dump) Rackley, a helper, and Aubrey 
Stimson in the store on Second Street. 
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Shown (left to right) are Wayne Stimson, Gilbert Puente, Aubrey Stimson, Arthur 
Santos Cardona, Marguerite Blaise, Ernest Ables, and Joe Martinez. 
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OH, THAT HANDLE BAR MUSTACuE ! 


Oh, Grandpaw Schuenemann, 


you are most handsome with 


that (German) handle bar mustache. Left to right is Dick (bow 
and all) Mama Schuenemann with her dainty waistline, blondy 
Roma with her ruffles (now Mrs, Edgar McCoy), Otto (Grand- 
paw) and standing in front with tight legged pants is no other 


than Kenedy’s iawyer H, H. Schuenemann, Sr. 


HOW MANY VOTES WERE 
CAST TO MOVE THE COURT 
HOUSE? 

The Election was held Dec. 


21, 1893. 

Results: 
oy KarnestGityis a cet . 861 
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FIRST KARNES COUNTY 
ORCHESTRA STARTED IN 
RUNGE 

Karnes County’s first or-~ 
chestra organized at Runge in 
the early nineties. Members of 
this orchestra were: Alfred 
Tips, flute; Syd J. Lord, flute; 
“‘Red’’ Allen, violin; Phil H, 
Tom, violin; Charles Blanton,. 
valve trombone (was also editor 
of The News for many years); 
J.B. Clifton, cornet; W.H, Lokey 
cornet; and P.W, Tom, violin. 


JOHN TOBIN of Karnes city 
was the first printer’s ‘‘devil’’ 
nf TUR NEWS, 
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KARNES CITY IN THE EARLY DAYS 


MAIN STREET IN KARNES CITY 
What year we do not know but it must have been quite a few this is where you will find Fergu- 
son Store and Kuhnel Hardware is today. 


By JOHN TOBIN 

The town of Karnes City came 
into existence in 1892 and was 
first named Karnes. Onaccount 
of the similarity so of Karnes 
and Kernes, a town in northern 
Texas, the Post office Depart- 
ment added City to Karnes, 
making it Karnes City. 

Just a few years before the 
days of Karnes City the S.A, & 
A.P. Railroad had decided to 
build a city about a mile south, 
where the R.A, Little farm is 
now located. Thetown was map- 
ped out and named ‘‘Kenedy.’’ 
A depot was erected, a turmm 
table put in and other improve- 
ments made. This point was 
supposed to have been the junc- 
tion. On account of some dis- 
pute over the title to the land 
the rail people pulled up and 
moved about two miles down 
the road where Kenedy is now 
located. 

The tract of land on which 
the town is located comprises 
1000 acres and was bought from 
Jas. L. and T.J.Calvert at $5.00 
per acre. Helena was then the 
county seat. In 1894 an election 
was held and the county seat 


SNS 


moved to Karnes City, however 
not without considerable legal 
controversy. While supporters 
assembled about 20 wagons, 
went over to Helena one night, 
loaded county records and 
moved them to Karnes City. The 
county officers at that time 
were W.A, Little, county judge; 
A. Maley, county clerk; J.J. 
Seale, sheriff and tax collector; 
H, Seidel, the countytreasurer; 
L.G. Bailey, tax assessor and 
F.R, Graves, county attorney. 

Game was plentiful in those 
days. It was very common to 
see from 5 to 10 deer when 
driving from Karnes City to 
Helena. All up and down the San 
Antonio river there were plenty 
of wild turkeys. Rattlesnakes 
were plentiful, too. In surveying 
the town the surveyors often 
killed as many as twenty-five 
in a day. 

The first postmaster was R, 
E, Harris, with John Tobin as 
assistant. Sometimes there 
were as many as 8 to 10 letters 
to arrive in one day. Mr. Har- 
ris also had the first grocery 
store, 

Buchel, Wagner & Co., from 
Cuero, put in a large wholesale 
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and retail grocery store with a 
general line of retail merchan- 
dise. They also erected thefirst 
cotton gin. This was considered 
the market center of the county 
for a number of years, there 
being no gins at Helena, Panna 
Maria, nor any of the inland 
towns, consequently Karnes 
City got most of the cotton, 
which was then sold, almost, 
entirely in the seed. 

The Karnes Reporter, by Wil- 
son, Graves and Seale, was 
among the first enterprises 
then launched. This firm was 
also real estate agents. Land 
in all directions sold from $5 
to $12 per acre. The McClane 
ranch lying just south of the 
river, was cut into farm tracts 
and sold out from $8 to $12 
per acre. The land south of town 
sold at about the same price. 
Among the first settlers out 
in New Bremen settlement 
were Fritz Buehring, Geo. Bre- 
mer, Louis and Morris Hunger 
and H, Shaftner. Later on came 
Ernest Hoffman, Carl Wegner 
and Louis Grimm. These good 
people were the forerunners of 
this settlement and are entitled 
to much credit for the advance- 
ment of that section. Their 
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friends soon followed, cleared 
the land, built homes and this 
soon became the most prosper- 
ous farming settlement in the 
county of Karnes. Pete Weir 
was ‘also one of the first farm- 
ers, as was also R.A, Little and 
Jno. L. Johnson. 

The first water supply came 
from a water hole near the 
L. A. Blackwell place. The sup- 
ply soon became exhausted and 
Judge Smith conceived the idea 
of an Ideal ‘‘water system’? 
With three lard barrels on his 
wagon he went out to the Panna 
Maria bridge and drew water 
from the San Antonio river with 
bucket and rope. This water 
found a ready market for 25¢ 
a barrel. Later on a shallow 
well was put down at the in- 
tersection of Buchel and Mar- 
ket streets, near the present 
telephone office. This water 
was not very good. 

The palatable taste was all 
gone after some of the mis~ 
chevious boys took their nightly 
bath in the reservoir! To im-~ 
Prove the water system the 
town site company attempted to 
get artesian water. A well was 
sunk to a depth of about 1400 
feet near the present Calvin Hall 
home. Several veins of water 
were encountered and at about 
1200 feet a dark oily substance 
was struck, which was con- 
sidered a serious handicap and 
further work was almost sus- 
pended. It was finally decided 
to go deeper and at 1400 feet 
a strong flow of water was ob- 
tained, but rose only to within 
100 feet of the surface and it 
was necessary to put ina pump. 
Water was used from this well 
until the present system was 
installed. Later when oil was 
discovered in various parts of 
the state, many of the old tim- 
ers were reminded that the 
“oily substance’’ found in this 
old well, might have been oil. 
There is no question but there 
was gas in the well as you 
could open any hydrant in town 


apply a match and the blaze 
would burn two or three feet 


high. 
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The first school in Karnes 
City was taught by Miss Mag-~ 
gie Skiles in a one room frame 
building. 
Dr. W.S, Pickett was the first 
jJoctor. A few years later Dr. 
S.A, King cast his lot amongus. 
Dock Puckett had the first 
saloon. It was located in a tent 
in the center of Panna Maria 
street near the depot. Dock 
could not supply the demand as 
there’ was a large scope of 
country to draw from, all the 
territory south and east of us 
being local option. Eventually 
there were five saloons here at 
One time. Often the cow boys 
would invade the town and, with 
a mixture of six shooters and 
red liquid, the fire works would 
soon start. You could see one 
light after another go out and 
about the safest place would be 
under the bed. 
The first bank was operated 
by Buchel, Wagner & Co., with 
C.L. Burghart as cashier. A 
few years later the Karnes 
County National Bank was or- 
ganized with Jno. W. Ruckman 
as cashier. This was the first 
bank for Karnes County and at 
the beginning occupied the 
building where L.F, Jauer is 
now located. The rock used in 
the erection of this building 
came fromthe old jail at Helena. 
Among Karnes City’s first 
crop of dudes were R.S, De- 
Loach, Allen Drake, Tom 
Rhodes, Eugene and Ewing Polk, 
Phil Tom, J.B. Pollock, Jno. 
F, Tobin, Claude McBryde, Bob 
Fechner, Charles Burghard, 
Lee Brightwell, Tom Collins, 
Fletche Schleicher, Marcus 
hit Wilde Parker, Davy 
Whetstone, Vick and Loufé Kuh- 
nel, while the belles were Miss- 
es Maggie Skiles, Fannie Cal- 
vert, Nora Drake, Donna Hes- 
ter, Grace and Effa Johnson, 
Mary Weir and Calomn Sulli- 
van and possibly a few others. 
The most popular amusement of 
those days were the hav rides. 
Judge W.C, Smith would fill his 
wagon bed with aay and about 
‘eight or ten couples would pile 
in, alwavs_ with one or‘two 
chaperons and drive out to the 
J.A. Martin or T.J. Calvert 
ranches and spend a‘most en- 
joyable evening in playing snap, 
buffalo, ‘‘ring - around the 
roses’’; polly wants a corner, 
étc. i 
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FIRST NICHOLS 
NATIONAL BANK 


One-hundred-nine years ago, Karnes County-had its humble beginning. 
Courageous settlers traversed the country area on horseback and in cov- 
ered wagons. Through the years these settlers and others who joinedthem 
followed the pattern of progress for which America is Famous. . 

Kenedy’s banking needs were first handled by the private bank of J. M. 
Nichols and Son, for a number of years before a state charter was obtain - 
ed ir 1906, and the State Bank of Kenedy was founded. In 1913, it became 
the State Bank and Trust Co. and, in 1932, was consolidated with the First 
National Bank, to become the First Nichols National Bank our present 
bank on the corner of Main and Second Streets. . 

We at the First Nichols National Bank are proud of the fact that we 
have been an integral part of Karnes County progress for the past 57 years. 
Our service to the county and trades area residents has steadily been ex- 
panded and modernized to the present facilities providing our customers 
with the most modern banking service in this area. 


When consolidation took place in 1932, the directors of the Nichols National Bank (J,W, Nichols, 
H.W, McGoldrick, Martin Schaefer, LeRoy Roberts, John W, Thames, and P, H, Hickle) merged 
with the First National Bank directors (E.P. Ruhmann Sr., Clem Reasoner, [L.L, Reasoner, 
A.A, Schroeder, D.C, McManus, and J.B, Cannon) to become the directors of the First Nichols 
National Bank. The bank is pictured here prior to the extensive remodeling and expansion in 


1960. 
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W.1i.Atkinson, President of the First Nichols National 
Kank-Literally born to the banking career, his connec- 
tion with the banking business has been a long and ill- 
ustrious one. 
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This picture, taken at the old Nichols National 
Bank located near the present home of Mrs J. 
Graham “‘On the hill’’,shows Bill at the age of 
4 or 5, standing between his uncle, the late Mr. 
Will Nichols (L) and his grandfather, the late 
Mr. J.M.Nichols, father of Mrs. Tobe Atkinson. 
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Shown at the office of the Kenedy Terminal of the Mobil 
Oil Company, located on Highway 72, is John York, con- 
signee. The two-way radio system between Kenedy and 
Karnes City speeds and facilitates deliveries. 
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KARNES COUNTY'S FIRST 

COURT HOUSE, ORIGINALLY | 
BUILT IN 1854 AT HELENA, 

NOW PARTLY STANDS VA- 

CANT AND DECAYING, IT WAS 

REBUILT IN 1873 AFTER A 
WIND STORM BLEW IT DOWN, | 
FOR MANY YEARS THE OLD, 
BUILDING DID DUTY AS THE | 
HELENA SCHOOL HOUSE, 


This is how Helena died (or 
could it be just one writer’s 
opinion) It was a wagon town, 
rowdy and sprawling, built on 
a dream that never came true. 
Some of its ruins still stand 
as reminders of that by-gone 
era when Texas was young and 
raw. 

The first travelers along this 
ancient thoroughfare on which 
Helena stood were migrating 
bands of Indians, who followed 
the water courses from the sea 
to the hills and on inro oblivion. 

With the passing of the Spain- 


ards, settlers came driving 
inland, They were afoot, in 
wagons, on horseback . .. the 
traffic of a new born country. 
A trading post and wayside stop 
for overland freighters grew 
up by the side of this old trail, 
near the banks of the San An- 


RECOLLECTIONS 
OF OLD HELENA 


tonio river about 50 miles down- 
stream from San Antonio. It , 
was Called Alamo, the Spanish | 


word for cottonwood. Ox carts 
and wagons crawled by like 
monstrous serpents in seam- 
ingly endless processions, sett- 
lers continued to come, and in 
1852 a township was organized 
and laid out. Its name was 
changed to Helena in honor of 
Helen Owings, a doctor's wife. 

The following year a move 
was made to form a new county 
from parts of Bexar, Goliad and 
De Witt counties. And on Feb. 
4, 1854 the State Legislature 
passed an act creating the new 
county of Karnes. It was named 
after Capt. Henry Karnes, red 
hair Texas patriot and Indian 


fighter. 

Helena was designated county 
seat. 

From an over night stop along 
La Bahia road #& grew into a 
roaring little Ciry with great 
expectations forthe future. With 
two papers the Helena Record 
and The Kicker in the ’70 and 
’80 Helena was the largest town 
along the trail between San An- 
tonio and Indianola, on Mata- 
gorda Bay, the only stop before 
Goliad. And then a man was 
shot down in her streets and 
Helena Died to fulfill his re- 
venge. 

Karnes County at the time 
was supposed to have the re- 
putation of being a gun-coter’s 
haven. It is said that Yoakumis 
reported to have once remark- 
ed “‘If the new rail line could 
be run around Karnes County it 
would be better for everybody. 

The citizens of Helena refus- 
ed a bonus of $35,000 and free 
right of way to run the line 
through their town. They refus- 
ed. 

Helena was the most import- 
ant town in a rich area, they 
must have reasoned, and the 
railroad would be forced to 
come to them. Several citizens 
who realized this was not nec- 
cessarily true, raised $32,000 
and offered it to Yoakum. 

The sum was agreeable and 
the citizens turned to providing 
the right of way. 

It was during these days, ac- 
cording to old-timer Helena re~ 
sidents, the gon of a wealthy 
rancher from across the county 
was shot from his horse and 
killed in the streets. Eye wit- 
nesses tell how his horse turn- 
ed and fell dead, too, as it 
galloped toward a livery stable. 

The next day the boy’s father 
showed up with his ranch hands 
to claim the body. Hedismount- 
ed and drew a line in the street 
with his quirt handle, it is said, 


offering to shoot it out with six- | 


YO 


snooters with any man whodar- 
ed to cross. 

He also threatened to ‘‘kill 
the town that killed my boy.’ 

The rancher got in touch with 
Yoakum and offered to donate a 
full right of way across his 
Property. Yoakum accepted and 
the new rail line missed Helena 
seven miles. 

Almost at once the town be- 
gan to disintegrate and two 
new towns, Karnes City and 
Kenedy sprang up beside the 
railroad tracks. 

By 1894 Karnes City was 
larger than Helena and in a 
county election that year it was 
voted to move the county seat 
- - « But Helena ignored the 
election... Several weeks 
passed and the irate citizens of 
Helena forgot the election. One 
night a group of armed riders 
from Karnes City trotted into 
town and seized the county re= 
cords. One of them scrawled 
“‘Ichabod’’ over the court house 
door as the records were being 
hauled away. 

Then old Helena, the mother 
of a county, gave up and died. 

Only a tew families reside in 
the ghostly old settlement to- 


day. 
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- THE OLD KARNES COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
Here is a picture of the old Karnes County Courthouse in the Model ‘‘T’’ days. Notice the 
saloon in the background, and the old watering trough in the far right hand corner . .. could 


it be that some of our old timers didn’t believe that autos were here to stay? 


na 
mes x, het “i a 3 ae: j ae : < ° . > 
> HELENA 
ae ™ This picture of the old church house at Helena was taken in 
i ates . April, 1954 and is over 75 years old. It was used as a Union 


Church by all denominations. 
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TEXAS LONGHORN 


Wil! Nichols and one of his prize Texas Longhorns. 
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B. McGoldrick Jr. (above) at the same desk over which 
business was transacted in 1910. B. Jr. is preserving 

the tradition of the firm, by carrying on with the phil- 
osophy of his late father.“‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.”’ 
The photo above was taken around 1950, when the firm of B. Mc 
Offices over the bank, and shows B. McGoldrick Jr. 
The firm was founded in Octo 
pendable service. The busines 
office at 223 W. Main. 


Goldrick Insurance occupied 
with his father, the late B. McGoldrick Sr. 
ber of 1910, and is proud of their “Over half-a-century’’of de- 
S was moved several times,and, since 1956, now occupies the 
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MIXON 
OTOR Co. 


Felton “‘Doc’’ Mixon (left) and Frank J. Mixon offer expert and prompt 
repair on all makes and models of automobiles. 


Mixon Motor Co. began business in 1931, about a block South of their 
present location on Second Street. In 1934, they moved to the present 

location, and in 1935 the building (shown) was completed with the add- 
ition of the showroom. . 
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Poles Founded First ~~ 
U.S. Colony In County 


Way back in Indian days their 
fertile valley, lying as-it does in 
the broad point where the large 
creek called Cibolo flows into 
the San Antonio River, was a 
favorite Happy Hunting ground. 
In fact Cibolo is Indian for 
buffalo and that valley must 
have been chosen by the buf- 
faloes even before the Indians | 
came.*There is a tribal tra-| 
dition: ‘‘When the last buffalo | 
is gone the last Comanche will 
be gone.’’ Both buffalo and Com- 
anche have long since vanished 
from the Valley of the Cibolo, 
but in Karnes County they are 
still finding arrow heads and 
large flint spear heads used by 
the Indians in killing the gam- 

By the middle of the 19th 
Century, John Twohig had ac- 
quired a goodly portion of the 
valley and owned ‘‘E! Rincon,’’ 
that pretty point formed by the 
junction of the Cibolo and the 
San Antonio River. In 1851 Fa- 
ther Leopold Moczgemba, late- 
ly came from the opressed 
land of Poland, went down the 
Cibolo with Mr. Twohig and 
then the two paved the way for 
the coming of yet another race, 
for those unhappy Poles, Father 
Leopold’s kinsmen back in Eu-~ 
rope. 

“They ‘decided to build a 
Catholic Church about one mile 
north of the river’’ (in the 
point of the ‘‘Rincon’’) says 
John Manka, Polish pioneer, 80 
years of age. ““The church was 
started in 1853, John Twohig, 
a good Catholic, furnishing the 
money, while Father Leopold 
was the manager. As soon as: 
the church was started Father 
Leopoid wrote to his father; 
who was in Europe. He told him 
that he and Mr. Twohig located 
a place for a Polish settlement 
and that a Catholic church 
would be built. After receiving 
the letter from the priest in 
Texas, Mr. Moczygemba told 
the people of his community. 
The people agreed to come, but 
it took them one year am a 
half to prepare for the journey. 
They started in October 1854. 

Arrive at Christmas — 

“‘After nine weeks on the 
water the Polish people landed 
in Indianola in December, 1854, 
They bought Mexican carts,dri- 
ven by oxen, and drove to San 
Antonio, looking for Father 
Leopold. When they found him 


they were very glad. He took 
the people to Karnes County. | 
They at once started to build 
their houses out of pickets and 
the roofs were covered with 


_straw and only one door. The 


people were half starved and 
had hardly anything to wear.’’ 
The colonists arrived just be- 
fore Christmas and founded | 
their town in the ‘‘Corner’”’ on 
Christmas Eve, holding ser- 
vices under a giant liveoaktree 
that still stands, the most re- 
vered object, next to the big 
stone church, in all their little 
village, (the old stone church 
was replaced in 1936 with a new. 
and modern brick edifice) 
That first winter would have 
been hard indeed, but John l‘wo- 
hig sent loads of corn and W.G, 
Butler had a herd of beeves dri- 
ven over for winter meat. This 
was Texas hospitality] 
Named for ‘‘Miss Mary”’ 
The first town built was called 
-Panna Maria — a Polish term 
meaning “Miss Mary’’, because 
it was an altar in the virgin 
wilderness, dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. Quaint old-world 
homes of_s6lid stone soon rose 
up all around the village church 
and the Rzeppa family, for their 
greater peace of mind, built 
a strong, square little block 
house, part of which stands to- 


day, its thick walls and business. 


like portholes telling their own 
story. 
But the land up the Cibolo 


where the ‘‘Rincon”’ widened in- 
to greater fields was a stand- 


ing invitation and soon the 
Polish settlers expanded inthat 
direction. Twenty years after 
the first settlement of Panna 
Maria a new town was founded 
near the famous Carvajal 
Crossing, still the most papu- 
lar place for the now teeming 
Cart koaa cv cross the Cibolo 
where the carters and their 
families loved to camp over- 
nignt underthe giant pecantrees 
that stand there still. Time's 
sentinels, wearing scars left by 
the marks of Indian axes. 


Because of St. josepha’, its 
first school, the new Polish 
town was long known as St. 
Joe. But when the first church 
was built in 1882, it began to 
be known as Cestahowa. And 
thereby hangs a pretty little 


l! 


Old World tale, Back in old 
Poland there is a wormerful 
shrine known as the Place of 
the Miracle because of a won- 
derful miracle that was per- 
formed there long, long ago. 


Thither devout European Catho- 


lics go and ‘‘so often as they | 


make a pilgrimage there so 


often are they saved from their | 


‘sins. So the place was named 
Cestahowa, which in Polish lan- 
guage means “‘saves often.’’ 
In its honor the new town in 
Texas was likewise named 
Cestahowa. 


Quickly Volunteered 
““Miss Mary’’ and ‘‘Saves 
Often’’ seem to English ears 
queer names for towns, but 
Pulaski, the name of an aban- 
doned school, and Koscuisko, a 
town that is a thriving memor- 


_ jal to the other Polish Revolu- 


tionary War Hero, seem fitting 
and natural names for theother 
two Polish settlements farther 
up the Cibolo. Here, far up the 
peaceful valley from which have 
vanished forever marauding 
Comanche, friendly Lipan, land 
owning Don, and pioneer Amer- 
ican nestle the comfortable 
homes of the Polish settlers of 
Karns am Wilson Counties, 
loyal, industrious, devout, un- 
disturbed by depression or 
threat of social revolution. 

In the feverish months be- 
fore the world war early in 
this, the 20th Century, when 
American mothers agonized 


‘ over drafts and many Ameri- 


can men sweated over exemp- 
tion papers, Panna Maria and 
Cestahowa boys quickly filled 
up the quota of their towns with 
volunteers! Onthe walls of many 
a quiet old farm home along 
the Cibolo: today there hang 
pictures of big, shy Polish boys 
in American khaki and trench 
cap. And in some homes the 
picture is all they have left 
of the boy. 
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X Denotes abandoned towns. 
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This was the first service station in Karnes City. Shown are 
Daisy Weir, Albert Weir and son. 
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RESOURCES KARNES COUNTY 


One of the best Counties in South- 
west Texas for Farming 
Purposes! 


If you want a Home come to Karnes County 
Lands in all Parts of the County 
for sale cheap. 


Karnes County, the bealthiest 
and one of the best counties in 
Southwest Texas, containing a 
larger area of the best tillable lands 
in this section, was created by the 
act of the Legislature of the State 
of Texas on the 4th day of Febru- 
ary, 1854 and during the same year 
was duly organized, and 
has ever since continously 
maintained its organiza 
tion. It was named in 
bonor of Captain Henry 
Karnes, 2 noted ranger and 
Indian fighter. 

This county is_ situated 
inyYhat is known as South- 
~estern Texas, »bout 75 or 
80 miles on a “eirect line 
from the sea sh‘vre} in lati- 
tude 29 degrees, 5’ West, 
Inngitude 97 degrees, 50’, 
and is composed principal- 
ly of high rolling and 
picturesque prairies in 
the western portions, with 
some parts heavily tim- 
bered with the native mes- 
quite and others with scat- 
tered ‘“‘motts” or groves 
of mesquite, live-oak and 
Hackberry timber, and in 
the eastern portion nearly 
altogether it is covered 
with a thick growth of 
the native mesquite, ex- 
cept where cultivated, mix- 
ed with live oak, post 
oak, hackberry and elm 
timber in different locali- 
ties, except in the ex- 
treme northeastern por- 
tion which is an open 
level prairie country 
with live oak trees scat- 
tered here and _ there, 
making up a most beauti- 
ful and attractive Jand- 
scape. 

The county Js under or- 
dinarily favorable circum- 
stances and seasons, boun- 
tifully covered with fine 
grass, of the mesquite, 


dbs 


bermuda and sedge varie- 
ties which usually grows 
very Juxuriantly and thus rendering 
this one of the finest grazing sec- 
tions for stock in the state 

Being contiguous to the sea coast 
and the country intervening being 
open and eomparatively level, this 
county is almost constantly swept 
by a fine invigorating and pleasure 
giving breeze, and there being very 
little or no stagnant water; decay- 
ing vegetation or any other causes 
for generation of malaria, the 
county is necessarily exceedingly 
healthy. 

There is an abundant and inex- 
haustible supply of water, gener= 


ally distributed over the county, 
furnished by the San Antonio river 
which passes through the county 
very near the centre, pretty equally 
dividing it. The Cibolo river, and 
some eight or nine creeks, and 
good wells of water can be obtained 
in diiferent portions of the county, 
by digging or boring at from 
thirty to two hundred feet, which 
for the most part, is good for 
drinking, laundry and stock pur- 
poses. Quite a number of the 
large stock and pasture men pump 
the water from wells into tanks 
by means of windmills for watering 
stock. sar > 

-This is a most excellently tim- 
bered county, the timber being* 
used solely for fuel and fencing, 
and consists principally of live-oak 
post-oak, elm, hackberry, mul- 
berry,—cottonwood and mesquite; 
which ahounds all over the county 


in profusion. The soil is very fer- - 
tile and productive, in this respect, 
with good seasons it will compare 
very favorably with any portion 
of the state, the soil is very rich 
and thoroughly adapted to all the 
purposes of agriculture and stock 
raising; sufficient corn is nearly 
always produced here for home 
consumption and~ generally to 
spare. This season corn has been 
offered for sale for 25 cents per 
bushel. 
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The soil in the county varies 
from the black waxy to the dark 
sandy, and in some portions we 
have the light and gray sandy, any 
of which-is very productive and 
yields fairly good average crops of 
corn, cotton, oats, sorghum, and 
millet of different varieties, and all 
kinds of vegetables and melons in 
profusion and of finest magnitude: 
This is with proper care and culti- 
vation, a fairly good fruit country 
and such fruit as peaches, plums, 
apricots, pears, figs and pomegran- 
ates do well and grapes produce in 
abundance and of fine size. 

For a great number of years this 
county was almost entirely a stock 
county, the land all being enclosed 
in exceedingly large pastures which 
contained thousands of acres whieh 
were devoted exclusively to grazing 
stock, but in the last six or eight 
years a considerable change has 

‘taken place in this respect. - A 
large amount of these pasture lands 
have been subdivided into small 
tracts and sold to farmers, and now 
‘the whole county in every portion 
presents the appearance of being 


an agricaltural district, and not- 
withstanding the great and most 
unprecedented droath which hus 
prevailed for the past three years 
all over this fair and promising 
land, the yielding soil has given to 
the commerce of the country quite 
alargeand abundant quantity of 
its produce, as will be seen by the 
following statistics gathered by 
our most efficient and accommodat- 
ing tax assessor for the year 1895: 
488,517 acres of land valued at 
$2,224,936; 7.367 head of horses 
ralued at $107,439; 29,431 head of: 
cattle valued at $147,330. -Totsut 
raluation of property assessed for 
taxes tor the year 1895, $3,320,985. 
Total State assessed in the coutty 
for year 1895, $16,495.46; Couuty 
taxes assessed for year 1894, 
$20,185.05 this includes taxes for 
paying for new court: house, j:il 
and six new iron bridges built ty 
the county, in addition to general 
county purposes. 
here were produced in tlic 
county during the year 1894, 7,655 
‘ bales of cotton from 15,396 
~ acres of land valued sat 
$175,858.00; 78,162 bustrcts 
of corn from 8,373 eres of 
land valued at $42,280.00: 
1,847 bushels of potatoes 
from 21 acres of Tand yab- 
ued at $1,146.00; 144 tonx 
of hay from 185. acres val- 
ued at $1,296.00; 862 tons 
of soreliuim Cae from 374 
acres of land valued 4; 


$7,841.00; 9,130 pdunds of 


honey from 450 stands of 

bees valued at $640.00; 

Total number of farms in 

county 492; number of 

farm laborers 125; averuge 

wages per month $12.50; 

number of — renters 185: 

total value of fafmins im- 

plements $16,912.00; 4,540 

Ibs. of wool clipped form 

1210 head of sheep bes<ites 

the products of guvilosin, 

orchards and other pateles 

which If is impossible ts 

give with any degree of 

accuracy, but we asualiy 

have two seasons for gar- 

dening, in Spring anid 

Winter, and nearly every 

family has a good garden. 

The general prevailing 

price of unimproved tand, 

of which there are large 

bodies, rich and inviting to 

“the man with hoe,” 

ranges from 95.00 to $12.00 

per acre, but 2 person whe 

‘‘means business” ean get 

uw better price than this i 

he looks around in the 

proper way. Improved 

land for sale is an ex- 

ceedingly scarce article 

here, but there are a 

few farms for sale for 

prices ranging from $12.00 to 

£30.00 per acre, according to lo- 

cation and improvements. The 

terms at which lands can be bought 

here are exceedingly liberal. We 

invite good, honest, thrifty and in- 

dustrious farmers here and offer 

them the very best inducements to 
come. 

By far the greater number of 
the heads of families here, -both 
white and black, own their own 
homes, which is owing to the very 
liberal terms offered and also the 
fact that with the good health and 
rich soil which is obtained here, 


KENEDY. 


Kenedy is situated at the june- 
jon of the branch of the San 
Antonio and Aransas Pass railroned, 
which rans to Houston, with the 
yranch to Rockport and Corpus 
“hristi, and is a fine town. It has 
tL population of about 600 and has 
some fifteen or twenty basiness 
howses, several of which carry 
mammoth stocks of general _nier- 
chandise, which they sell very 
cheap. There are two large well 
equipped gins and mills here sui- 
plied with all the latest modern 
improvements nd appliances. ‘Phey 
have good school and ¢hurch privt 
leges, and are a truly progressive 
and enterprising people, and Ken- 
edy ‘is destined to be one of the 
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finest towns in the county. A 
great volume of business is done 
there now, quite a quantity of cot- 
ton being bought and a large 
umount of goods sold by the en- 
terprising merchants. This place 
is surrounded by a large area of 
tine tillable land, which is very 
rapidly being settled up with 
farms, and the erstwhile big p:-- 
tures are gradually giving way to 
the man with the hoe. The citi- 
zens of this town are a lawabiding 
und peaceable people, as is evt- 
dlenced by the fact that local option 
has prevailed there for a number 
of years and there is not a saloon 
in the place, or nearer than six 
miles. We confidently bespeak for 
Kenedy « bright future. It is six 
miles south from Karnes City, smd 
to some extent a rival of that place 
in business. There are several tine 
residences and magnificent business 
houses there that are a credit to 
the town. The Methodists at this 
place have let the contract for the 
erection of a fine church building 
to be sixty feet long, thirty-six feet 
wide and eighteen feet high, to be 


finished in thorough modern style. 
The Baptists have a nice com- 


modious church house all thor- | 
oughly and tastefully finished and | 


furnished. “The town is incor- 


gating something over 100,00U 
acres of lund, upon which he has 
several thousand head of cattle 
and horses. Mr. Butler also has 
several fine farms which he has 
cultivated. Mr. Butler is one of 
the wealthiest men in Texas, being 
worth near one million dollars. 

Col Butler has two sons, Messrs. 
S. C. and Theodore Butler, who 
are wide awake, energetic, honest 
business men, while they are both 
young men they have early in life 
competency and are well fixed. 
They have a bright promise for the 
future. 

_ Col. Butler is just completing a 
very magnificent new residence, 
which, when completed, will be a 


* palace in which he will enjoy a well- 


earned, comfortable and pleasant 
end to bis busy and active life. 

Karnes County with her rich 
productive soil, healthy climate 
and generous, hospitable progres- 
sive people are ready and anxious to 
heartily welcome all good, honest, 
energetic and enterprising people 
who want to cast in their lot with 
us, and we have inducements to of- 
fer all such. 


COL. J. M. NICHOLS > 


Is also one of the old and promi- 


porated for school purposes and 
has just issued bonds..with- which 
to build a good, commodious and 


substantial school bouse, which 


they will doat once. -. 
COL. W. G. BUTLER 


Is one of the oldest and most influ- 
encial: citizens of Karnes County- 
He has lived here for a great num- 
ber of years, he came here in early 
life and has been engaged exclu- 
sively in the cattle business. Mr. 
Butler is a gentlernan of the old 
school, honest, open, upright, lib- 
eral and broad in his views. By 
hard work, strict energy and econ- 
omy Mr. Butler has amassed a 
good handsome fortune. He owns 
several very large pastures, aggre- 
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nent citizens of the Kenedy neigh- 
borhood. 

Mr. Nichols is also one of the 
most upright, honest and straight- 
forward men in Southwest Texas. 
He is engaged very extensively in 
the lumber business at this place, 
and is progressive, enterprising 
and thrifty in his business methods; 
he has an excellent business and is 
extremely popular both individu- 


_ally and in business... Mr. Nichols 
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Personnel (left to right) Ben Bradley, Manager; Bettie Mork; Edna Hinton; Hugh Tenberg; 


Annie Cooke; Elsie Guerra; and David Ray. 


ie 
bi 7 
Gus t 


nbs 


22 


a-(J 
bh & 
a 


FIRST STORE IN CHOATE 


The first store in Choate built by Bob Hunt and wife 
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In the early days on the front porch of the Bob Hunt home stood Bob Hunt, Dave Hunt, Tom Hunt, 
their mother Mrs, Liddie Hunt, and Mrs, Bob Hunt. The property was later bought by B, L, Baker 
and in 1910 Collie Baker married Ada Hunt and brought her to live here with his parents. God 
blessed them with seven fine children, and they also reared a niece. The house was added onto 
for room in later years. Their present home stands on the same ground. 
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WHAT A PRETTY BABY 


All dressed up in ruffles and lace is Sylvester J, Kuhnel now 
owner of S, J, Kuhnel Plumbing who would ever think that this 
dainty little fellow would turn out to be one of Karnes City’s 
leading business men? 


Pie 
JUST 60 YEARS" AGU 


What a pretty little ‘‘trick’’ all dressed up in his best dress 
with ruffles and lace—but those tiny toes are sticking out— 
cute anyway, don’t you think? 
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enemies are the heritage of No problem will go away just 
success. Nobody envies a fai- because its feelings are hurt at 
lure. being ignored. 


TURNOUT AT CHOATE 


Choate was named after Mon- in late 1897, or ‘98. in 1899 died and left him with six chil- from the first store, kept it a 
roe Choate, who owned most Tom Hunt cameto Choate from dren. He and the children then few years and sold ittoe Bales 
of the land inand around Choate. Austin for his wife’s health and moved to a farm he had bought. Baker and Pryor Hickle. Baker 
R, F, or Bob Hunt and wife, bought the store and ran it until Bob Hunt builtthe second store was postmaster for several 
Dilla, built the first little store September, 1900, when his wife (the above store) acrossthe road Years. 
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Left : Chester O. Sellers, Mrs. Louis Staggs, and F. W. sellers, 
Owner, in Seliers modern drug store, where friendly service and 
accurate prescription service is offered. 
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DEAR OLD 
KENEDY 


By ERNEST BAIN 


This is a magnetic town, any- 
one who once lives here, will 
come back . . . the fine people 
make the place what it is today. 

Kenedy has changed a lot since 
I first put foot on its soil, a 
steady growth but never 2 BOOM 
Town. Much effort has been put 
forth in its progress. Many hard 
working men and women, who 
helped to get hard surface roads, 
paved streets, water works, 
sewerage system, a second to 
none Volunteer Fire Department 
(Lamar Parks mainly respon- 
sible) are still as enthusiastic 
as ever. Some of the faithful 


charter members have enlisted 


their own sons in active mem- 
bership. 

The hardest worker and most 
faithful to Kenedy and surround- 
ing territory was none other 
than Robert Burns, known as 
BOB to all his friends. He never 
lived in the city limits of Ken- 
edy but did more for the town 
than any man who lived in town. 
He had a nice home few imiles 
from town, and it has been re~ 
stored by his daughter, Mabel 
and her husband Joe Nusom, 

One can’t begin to mentionthe 
progress of Kenedy without 
overlooking many important 
things . . . Our school system, 
the churches, the business 
houses, the motels, the tele- 
phone service, and two good 
country town newspapers. 

When we came to Kenedy in 
1906 the only Fire Department 
was a bucket brigade, which all 
took part as long as the rain 
water cisterns afforded water. 
Mark E, Scovill had a windmill 
and cistern elevated on Sth 
street. He used that to make 
soda water in his bottling plant, 


that Lemon and Red Strawberry 
kind of soda pop. (Ted Rankin, 
chief brewmaster knows ...ask 
him). 

Our electric service is equal 
to any city, with cheap rates, 
in fact cheaper as the years 
come and go. It is the cheapest 
thing we use except the air we 
breathe. 

The Natural Gas service is 
same as any great city with 
cheap rates too, considering our 
soil that takes all the profit 
to keep new underground pipes 
serviceable. This is one of our 
greatest assets. 

We lose sight of the progress 
as all these things come so 
gradually, most of them are 
seldom ever given a thought. 

I hope some really old tim- 
ers will be able to remember 
a lot more of really interest- 
ing things without mentioning the 
awful nick-name that Kenedy 
used to hear mentioned. 
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WHERE IS THAT 
GUN BELT? 


Back.in 1910 Kenedy’s Chief 
of Police Ross Schuster believed 
in wearing a belt but—where is 
the gun, Ross? Don’t you think 
he really has aninnocent look? 
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With B. C. Move 


Some historians would have 
us believe that allthe early sett- 
lers of Karnes County did was 
shoot, cut, Kill, and steal. It is 
true this went on sometimes, 
but there were other activities. 
The present day citizens are 
not much interested in the his- 
tory of this section before Kar- 
nes County was organized. They 
know that very little was done 
prior to the development of the 
county. They know that while 
the Indians controlled, nothing 
was done, anc the nearly three 
hundred years it was under 
Spanish rule saw scarecely any 
improvement. The Anglo saw 
great possibilities, and set 
about to develop it. 

The first industry of any note 
was livestock; the woods were 
full of wild cattle, and they 
belonged to anyone who could 
get them out, and to market. 
About the time they gor this 
under way, and bringing re- 
venue, a new industry arose... 


Raa 


barbed wire was invented, and 
was being shipped in great quan- 
tities. This called for fence 
building. 

Open range, and the range 
covered with unbranded cattle, 
Was very attractive to a cer- 
tain type settler. He wasn’t in- 
terested in helping develop 
the country, but was interested 
only in getting cattle out of the 
brush and to market. He didn't 
give a ‘‘whoop’’ how many 
brands an animal had on it, it 
was his property if he could 
get it to market and get the 
money for it. This didn’t ‘set 
well with the real owner, and 
usually ended up unpleasantly. 
These undesirables were us- 
ually visited by a committee of 
substantial citizens, and given 
two choices: (1) Change his way 
of doing, or (2) leavethe country 
and he was given a time limit 
in which to decide, and comply. 
If he hadn't done either when 
the time expired, he was visited 
again and given two choices: 
(1) Leave the country by horse- 
back, or (2) leave via the 
“Lariat over a limb route. If 
he left by horseback, he usually 
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rode someone eise’s horse. 
This method of dealing with 
them had a sobering effect on 
others. Some might say these 


were drastic measures ...yes,- 


they were dealing with adrastic 
situation. 

One improvement and step of 
progress called for another, and 
the population increased, and 
the country developed until it 
attracted the railroad, this 
wrought a great change. This 
n turn brought more settlers, 
ind called for more businesses. 
New towns were built along the 
sailroad, and this was the be- 
inning of Kenedy. 

As I have stated in previous 
irticles, Kenedy and I came 
into existance about the same 
time, we grew up togehter, and 
have always been good friends. 
‘The type of settlers that came 
and bought land and began to 
improve it were of high class 
. « . very friendly and neigh- 
borly. This gave the community 
a good standing with surround- 
ing communities, as we shall 
see later. 

Kenedy made great progress 
at first when she was in 
‘‘swaddling clothes,’’ but even- 
tually out-grew them, and began 
to ‘‘sow her wild oats.’’ This 
was when she earned her ter- 
rible nickname, ‘‘Six-Shooter 
Junction,’’ she squirms some- 
times when it is used, but she 
will have to ‘‘grin and bearit,”’ 
as she earned it ‘‘fair and 
square.’’ Thanks to her next 
generation for the great work 
they are doing to live it down. 

Kenedy’s good standing with 
neighboring communities was 
demonstrated along about the 
beginning of the century ...l 
think it was in the spring of 
1905. It rained a little more 
than was actually needed, and 
weeds and grass were about to 
take the crops. The farmers 
couldn’t get hoe-hands to clean 
out the weeds and grass, not- 
withstanding there were plenty 


‘Galo 


of them in Kenedy, but they 
wouldn’t work at any wage. The 
situation was desperate, evi- 
demly, the news of it spread 


to other communities.One night 


about midnight a band of masked 
men dropped in from ‘“‘nobody 
knows where,” and flogged 
seventeen of these idle hands, 
and told them to report to the 
fields for work. Next night the 
‘‘band’’ flogged fifteen, and told 
them to report to the fields. 
A few nights were skipped, and 
another drive was made, but idle 
workers were getting scarce, 
they couldn't catch many. The 
officers couidn’t find when or 
where this band would strike 
next, and consequently couldn’t 
do anything about it. The trains 
were all in and out at eleve: 


p.m., and again at four a.m.. 


and the floggings always took 
place between these hours, in- 
dicating the band came in on 
the eleven o'clock train and left 
on the fouro’clock. The farmers 
got their crops cleaned out. 

A few years later the far- 
mers needed hoe-hands again, 
but there were none available. 
Here was a chance for the 
merchants in town to show what 
was in them, They and their 
employees would sit around all 
day and do nothing because the 
farmers were too busy to come 
in and buy. So the employer 
called his employees together 
and said, ‘‘Boys, get yourhard- 
working clothes on, and a 
‘“‘petate,’’ and let’s go out and 
chop grass and weeds, or we 
will all be without a job.’ It 
worked and everybody was hap- 
py. Yes, Kenedy and Karnes 
County have always had good 
people. 


CORTEZ, NOTED HORSE 
THIEF KILLS SHERIFF 

W.T. MORRIS, June 12, 1901, 
as Morris Attempted ty arrest 
him. 
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KARNES COUNTY NATIONAL BANK 


The Karnes County National Bank looked like this in the early days, Left to right are John W, 
Ruckman (father of Dick), W.E, (Bill) Ruckman, Harry Isensee (director and past vice-presi- 
dent) and Albert Weire (deceased). 
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KARNES COUNTY NATIONAL BANK 


Pictured above is the Karnes County National Bank in Karnes City on Dec, 22, 1928 
modern bank, in those days! The ones in the 
Mrs. Laura Jauer Isensee, and Joe E, Yeary. 
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picture are Alvin A, Salge, Harry W, Isensee, 
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By LILLIE SMITH 

Mrs. Fritz Korth, 85, is such 
a sweet charming person with 
a bubbling personality and loves 
people. She was born in York- 
town on March 11, 1878, and 
was named Eleanor Marie 
Stark, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Michael Stark, She attended ele- 
mentary school in Yorktownand 
was then sent to Runge to com- 
plete her education. It was there 
that she met her future hus- 
band. They courted about three 
years before their marriage. 
Some of theirfavorite entertain- 
ment was attending theatrical 
performances, in which her fa- 
ther was one of the leading 
actors. After the shows, the 
sea’s were cleared out and ev- 
eryone present would dance to 
the music of the York- 
town String Bandor Brass Band. 
Each year Yorktown held an 
annual feast at which she was 
once elected Queen. During 


those days, their birthdays were 
celebrated with a party, at which 
7 to 14 different kinds of cakes 


were served with coffee. Mrs. 
Korth says that Christmas was 
always a festive occasion with 
their tables laden with many 
goodies, including turkey, all 
the trimmings, and homemade 
pastry. Many folks decorated 
live oak trees or homemade 
cedar trees (made from cut 
branches of yard shrubbery). 

After her marriage to Mr. 
Fritz Korth, they lived in York- 
town 8 years. Their first son, 
Romeo Michael, was born while 
living there. It was her hus- 


band’s idea to buy a ranch, so 
it was that they purchased ‘‘our 
Ecleto Ranch and moved to our 
beloved Karnes County,’’ says 
Mrs. Korth. Their other son, 
Frederick H., was born. Since 
it was the custom of a daugh- 
ter to return to her mother to 
have her baby, Fred was also 
born in Yorktown. 

The Korths lived in San An- 
tonio several years during the 
time their sons were getting 
their education, before buying 
a home in Runge 28 years ago 
and moving to the house where 
she still makes her home. Mrs. 
Edith Lott has worked for her 
for more than 20 years and is 
a wonderful companion and 
friend to her. Mrs. Korth says 
she would just be lost without 
Edith, who has been such a 
help to her since Mr. Korth’s 
death in 1948, 


_ MRS. FRITZ KORTH 
A DEVOTED 


MRS FRITZ 


In addition to her two sons, 
she is very proud of her five 


grandchildren and 7 great- 
grandchildren. Her older son, 


R, M, Korth, lives on the ranch 
near Ecleto and is a frequent 
visitor in his mother’s home. 
Fred Korth has been serving 
as Secretary of the Navy, and 
living in Washington, and though 
he can’t come see her as often 
as she would like, he visits 
with his mother often by tele- 
phone. 

With her wonderful person- 
ality and charming ways, Mrs. 
Korth is an inspiration to all 
who know her and Runge is 
indeed very proud of her. 
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- ROMEOM.KORTH ~~ 


__A BUSY CITIZEN 


ROMEO KORTH 


Romeo Korth was born in 
Yorktown, attended school in 
Ecleto, Karnes County, and in 
San Antonio, where he was grad- 
uated from _ Brackenridge 
High School and Alamo Busi- 
ness College. 
ing been there for 45 years. 

Korth is a very busy man. 
He is one of the directors of 
Karnes County National Bank 
in Karnes City, has been pres- 
ident for 25 years of the Karnes 
Electric Co-Op, is president 
of the Panna Maria Co-Op, sec- 
retary-treasurer for 32 years 
of Garfield Mutual Insurance 
Association. Korth was an Ad- 
miral inthe Texas Navy. 
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In 1928 he married Florence 
Louise Kress. They moved to 
their ranch to raise their two 
children, Ellen Ann Korth Vick- 
ers who is married to Dr. Wil- 
liam E, Vickers (they have three 
children, William Korth, Ellen 
Ann, and Michael Stephen). Dr. 
Vickers is a surgeon in Hous- 
ton. Lou Eda Korth married 
Dr. F. Spencer Stubbs and they 
have two children, Loucelia and 
F.Spencer Stubbs IIL. The Stubbs 
live betweeit + Karnes City and 
Kenedy and the doctor is a 
practicing physician in Karnes 
City. 
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FRED KORTH, FORMER 


SECRETARY OF NAVY 
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: Korth became a hero to the Navy Moray, Oct. 14, 1963, when he resigned 
as Secretary of the Navy in apparent protest over a top-level Pentagon decision against buying 
atomic engines for new aircraft carriers) 


Fred Korth became the Sec- 

retary of the Navy on Jan. 3, 
1962. A resident of Fort Worth, 
he is the third native Texan to 
be named to ‘the office. His 
mother lives in Runge and his 
brother. Romeo is a member 
of the board of directors of the 
Karnes County Electric Co- 
Operative. 

A banker, lawyer and cor- 
poration executive, prior to his 
appointment as the 58th civilian 
head of the Navy-Department, 
Secretary Korth was president 
of the Fort Worth Continental 


National Bank. He was the bank’s 
executive vice president anddi- 


rector for six years before his 
election to that institution's 
highest office. at 

At the time of his nomina- 
tion as Navy Secretary, Mr. 
Korth was also a member of 
the boards of directors of the 
Bell Aerospace Corp., the Pan- 
ama Canal Co., am the Texas 
and Pacific Railway. 

He was born Sept. 9, 1909, 
in Yorktown, the son of Eleanor 
Marie and Fritz R, J. Korth.He 
attended school in San Antonio 
and was graduated from the 
University of Texas in 1932. He 
is a member of the Phi Delta 
Phi and Sigma Phi Epsilon fra~ 
ternities,. 

Korth is a 1935 graduate of 
George Washington University 
in Washington, D.C., and prac- 
ticed law in Fort Worth from 
1935 until 1942, whenhis career 
was interrupted by World War 
II, He was commissioned a sec- 
ond lieutenant in the Army Air 
Corps and four years later, with 
the rank of lieutenant-colonel, 
returned to civilian life in1946. 

Mr. Korth’s first public of- 
fice was that of Counselor to 
the Department of the Army, a 
post -be held from March. 1951, 
until 1952, when he was ap- 
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pointed Assistant Secretary of 
the Army. 

A civic leader in both Texas 
and the District of Columbia, 
Korth is a trustee of Texas 
Christian University and the 
Hockaday School of Dallas. 

His professional member- 
ships include, among others, 
the American Bankers Associa- 
tion, American Law Institute, 
Texas Bar Association and the 
Navy League of the United 
States. 

He has been awarded the Ar- 
my’s exceotionalcivillan.awand, 
the U. S. Army Outstanding 
Civilian Service Award aid an 
honorary doctorate of 
from George Washington Uni- 
versity. In 1961 he served as 
a civilian aide-at-large to the 
Secretary of the Army. 

Mrs. Korth is the former 
Vera Connell. They have three 
children, Vera Sansom, 17;Nina 
Maria, whosehusbam, T. Gary 
Cole, Jr., is assistant U.S, At- 
torney in the Northern District 
of Texas; and Fritz-Alan, 24, 
a law student at the University 
of Texas. 


11 September 19 
Dear Mrs. Jones: 

I apologize for not having 
sooner responded to your nice 
letter of Aug. 27. 

I am, of course, happy to 
give you some of my biograph- 
ical background with reference 
to the Karnes County area. 

I was born on Sept. 9, 1909, 
in Yorktown, DeWitt County, but 
my family moved shortly there- 
after to the family ranch near 
Ecleto. 

I attended the first grade in 
what was truly a little red 
schoolhouse in Ecleto and sub- 
sequently with my family moved 
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to San Antonio, although I con- 
tinued to spend each summer 
at the ranch. 

These of course werethedays 
of dirt roads, Model T Fords 
and kerosene lamps. It was not 
an uncommon thing to be stuck 
in the mud and have to pull 
the car out of the mud. 

As part of my chores on the 
ranch, I was required to milk 
a cow each morning and eve- 
ning; I was taught to work cat- 
tle and likewise to learn about 
farming. 

In connection with farming, 
I very quickly tearned that in 
cultivating cotton, you must be 
certain that the sweeps are ‘ot 
too close to the stalks. I found 
this out to my sorrow after 
ruining several rows of cotton 
and placing myself in a posi- 
tion where it was difficult to 
sit down for several days. 

I appreciate your thought- 
fulness in including me in the 
TIMES historical edition. 

Sincerely, — 
FRED KORTH. 
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Bernarr Plummer-Owner-is shown at the extreme left in this photo 
taken several months after he opened his doors for business in 1949 
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THES. L MAY. 
FAMILY HISTORY 


By GEORGIA MAY 


My Mother and Father are a couple ofthe old timers in Karnes 
County. They were married in Victoria Texas in 1898 and moved 


to Karnes County 1907. We were ahappy family with five child- 
ren and had lots of fun when we were all together. The first 
child was J.W. May (deceased). Mary May (Mrs. William J. 
Jessup) of Cambridge, Mass. was the second child. Third my- 
self Georgia May of Kenedy,Sam A. May who is with the Kenedy 
Post Office is the fourth and married Lois Hare in August, 
1929 and they have three children, Mrs. Paul May, Kenedy,:'Sam 
May, Sinton, and Mrs. Toby Roberson who lives in Crystal 
City, Texas. The next brother in ourfamilyis John F, May who 
is the District Judge and lives in Karnes City with his wife 
Bessie Mae (Bauer) and his children are Barbara of New Or- 
leans, La and Jan May of Karnes City. If my mother’and daddy 
were - living they would be enjoying their 7 grandchildren. 


“I rather think most Amer-- “Teenage boys are amaz- 
icans are conservatives, and jing, The same ones who are 
that they oppose the she- too tired to walk two blocks 
nanigans of the intellectual to-school.fight for the chance 


dreamers.” — John Maverick, to run 100 yards on a football 
Cherryvale (Kans.) Republi- geld.*-Ron L. Coffman, 
can. Grove City (O.) Record. 
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FOUR WELL KNOWN IN KARNES COUNTY 
These four are well known over Karnes County or, should we say over South Texas. Mrs. 
Charles Ealy Nichols, Mrs. Tobe (Ila) Atkinson, the late Mrs. Dow Young, and Ealy Nichols. 
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THE N.R; McCLANE FAMILY 
The N.R, McClane tamily moved into their new home February 14, 1891. This is where Sykes 


MeClane ‘‘saw the light of America,” In this picture we have Jocie McClane (Gus Miller), 


Harvey Treadwell, Norris Rober McClane, Sr., Shell Treadwell, Effie E, McClane (Mrs, Geo. 
Williams), ‘‘OUR'’ Sykes S, McClane, Mrs. Lucy Watkins McClane. In this house were many 


good times, as these folks are well knownover the county and are one of the families that help- 
ed to make history for Karnes County, (McClane Album) : 
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COSTUME OF YESTERYEAR 


Mrs. Cecil R, Ballard is dressed in a beautiful dress similiar 
to those of long ago. In fact, the petticoat was worn by Mrs. 
Robinson of Helena over one hundred years ago. It is now own- 
ed by Mr. and Mrs. George Robinson of Tuieta, Texas. Mrs. 
Ballard wore the above costume during the Karnes County 


Centennial nine years ago. (Mrs. Cecil R, Ballard files) 


Ludovic Von Roeder 
(Copiea from BEEVILLE PI- 


CAYUNE MICROFILM by MRS, 
C.R. BALLARD, Pettus, Texas, 
June 1961). 

Lt. Ludovic von Roeder of the 
4th Texas Calvary, Green’s Bri- 
gade, died at the home of his 
son, Otto near Green, Karnes 
County Texas February 20, 
1912. 

Deceased was born near Li-~ 
berty, Washington County April 
13, 1836. He. was 75 years old. 
His father was a large slave 


owner in Mission Valley and 
from his parents he inherited 


wealth. He married Miss Green, 
the daughter of a wealthy plant- 
er. He had 4 sons. - two in 
California ani two in Texas and 
one daughter, Mrs. Chambers. 


GL 


He was a daring soldier, the 
word fear was never known to 
him. No matter. howtired or how 
badly he felt, never was anorder 
given to him but that he accept- 
ed with goodwill and without a 
murmur. Asa soldier, so lived 

he as a man, His greatest mis- 
giving was he never could say, 
‘‘no.’” He was a kind and loving 
father, and honored and respect- 
ed friend, and a true citizen. 
He was interred in the Pettus 
cemetery Wednesday evening. 
Rev. Ingram, a Baptist preach- 
er, and whose church he was a 
faithful member, preached a 


notable sermon. 
<_*s * & © 


(Grand-daughter, Mrs. Julius 
Helm nee Lola von Roeder. Von 
Roeder was later moved to Ken- 
edy cemetery.) 
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H.W. MARCAK STORE 


Mrs. Marvin ( Ann ) Marcak, Marvin Marcak, and H. W. Marcak-whose quality 
products, friendly service,and convenience for the shopper, combine to make 
1ARCAK’S STORE a good place to shop. 


HISTORY 


This is where H.W. Marcak began business on July 15, 1916. From left to right are Solome 
Ramirez, tenant on Mr. Marcak’s farm, Oscar (Doc) Carlson, employee, Adolph Heider, em- 
ployee, Richard (Dick) Loos, Marvin Marcak, seated is Mr. H.W. Marcak, his wife, Mrs. Car- 
rie Marcak and Mrs. Adolph Heider, employee. Not pictured, Mrs. Eric Hagstrom, another 
employee, now resides in Ocean Park, Washington. 

This store was located 7 1/2 miles west of Kenedy at a community called Bainville. He says 
he will never forget his first day of business, he sold $2.10 the whole day and was he happy. Mr. 
Marcak recalls that many things were sold only in bulk, such as coffee, sugar, beans and lard. 
Coffee was sold mostly by the whole grain and most everyone ground their own coffee at home. 
Coffee sold for 10¢ a lb. or three lbs. for 25¢ and more profitable to the grocer than it is now 
selling for 75¢ a lb. 

For many years all freight was hauled out by wagon over rough unpaved roads. Mr. Marcak 
recalls the severe drought in 1917 and the farmers had a hard time trying to feed their live- 
stock and even keeping their families fed. Also, he recalls the ‘‘depression’’ years as a very 
trying time for the grocer and everyone else. A dozen eggs sold for S¢. 

In 1938 the frame structure was replaced by a more moderm tile building. 

In January 1940, Mr. Marcak was joined in his business by Mrs. Marcak’s son, Marvin and 
his wife, Ann, who are still with him at the present. 

On Monday, Feb. 15, 1960 the building and all the contents were completely destroyed by fire. 
They moved in their present location, on the strip on Wednesday and were opened for business 
on Saturday of the same week. 
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ARCHER DANIELS 
IIDLAND COMPANY 


@ STORAGE AND GRAIN MERCHANDISING 
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PAGES OF THE PAST... 


FIRST POST OFFICE IN KENEDY 


The first post office in Kenedy was located on Main and Second Streets. This picture was 
taken about 1901. V. A. Smith (the one in the middle) was the second postmaster after Kenedy 
had been changed from Kenedy Junction. Also pictured are Will H, Ammons and Mrs. V.A. 
_Smith, who was Mrs. Elizabeth Jane Robuck Elder, mother of Ione Elder and Leona Eker. 


KENEDY POST OFFICE 
SEVENTY-SIX YEARS 


by Thomas B. Baker 


A Post Office was established 
at Kenedy Junction, Texas, 
March 12, 1887. Christopher P. 
Daily was installed asthefirst 


Postmaster April 19, 1887. The 
name ‘“‘Kenedy Junction’’ was 
changed to ‘‘Kenedy’’ June 21, 
1887, and Mr. Daily continued 
as Postmaster until Nov. 


2 
[Sore 


The succeeding Postmasters and dates of their service: 


MILLER A, HINES 

VIRGIL A, SMITH 

ROBERT W., BENNETT 

VIRGIL A, SMITH 

ELBERIVHSASTEWARE 

EDWIN D. HOLCHAK 

THOMAS B. BAKER 

The Kenedy Post Office oc- 
‘upied several buildings inKen- 
cly before the present Federal 
lsullding was constructed and 
building was constructed and 
dedicated on April 19, 1937. 
the establishment of the Kenedy 


Nov. 25, 1891 


March 26, 1901 


March 27, 1901 June 22, 1913 
June 23, 1913 Oct. 20, 1921 
Oct 21251921 April 10, 1929 
ADE, 1929 Feb. 9, 1934 
Feb. 10, 1934 June 30, 1961 
July 1, 1961 To Date 


Post Office. 

Employes of the Post Office 
at the time of the dedication of 
the Federal Building were: 
Edwin D, Holchak, Postmaster; 
Emily Brewer, Assistant Post- 
master; W.D,Lowrance, Felix 


(of 


» PROSPECTS OF THE FUTURE 


Satsky, R. V. Husky, Clerks; 
Sam A, Beck am S, A, May, 
Rural Carriers.) «evi. beck 
and Milam Barbee, Star Route 
Carriers; Felton Mixon, Fire- 
man; and J, H. Grubbs, Char- 
man. 

Four employes, who were 
present at the dedication of the 
building in 1937, are still em- 
ployed by the Post Office De- 
partment at the Kenedy office. 
They are: 

Felix Satsky,.Clerk, 41 years 
service. 

Sam A, Beck, Rural Carrier, 
43 years service. 

Sam A, May, Rural Carrier, 
36 years service. 

J. H. Grubbs, Fireman, 
years service. 

The present employes of the 
Kenedy Post Office are: Thomas 
B. Baker, Postmaster; Browne 
Rutledge, Assistant Postmas- 
ter; Felix Satsky, Milton Davis, 
Dalva Grant, Elmo Brockman, 


and James Laging, Clerks: P. 
B. Olson and Louis Gustafson, 


Jr., City Carriers;Sam A.Beck, 
and S, A, May, Rural Carriers; 
J. H. Grubbs, Fireman; and 
Rufus Peeples, Charman. 
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LOOK PRETTY, BOYS ee 
Standing on Kenedy’s Front Street and making a cute pose are Jim Young, Justice of the Peace, 
Jabbie Burris, Jim H, Borroum, Speck Shipman, Bill Borroum, WV .W. Sansom, Paseual Rey- 
nolds, Wesley Reynolds, amd Wiley Pullin. 


THREE HORSEMEN 


T.L. Daniels, ‘“‘the’’ Daniels of Archer-Daniels-Midland Company established in Kenedy in 
1946, W.E. Ruckman of Ruckman Insurance Agency, and the late Henry McGoldrick, past 
president of the First-Nichols National bank are shown as they appeared in the second Flax 
Festival sponsored hy the Kenedy Chainber of Commerce and held in 1953. 
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EARLY PHOTO OF 
KARNES COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
KARNES CITY, TEXAS 
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Karnes County Jail 


| ey uae 


oe aes Wa 


iain 
{ ae. 


i 4 " A ’ 
rv ren bya Choa j | boat piapersrere « 


"30 oTONS YiRaz 
32U0H TAVOD YTHUOD Zauaay 
| GT TIO 2angay, 


ejphed | rent & 


liel (ino pon18 


OTIS WUEST | 


ALGER KENDALL | 


Sheriff of Karnes County 


FERDIE EHLINGER 


District Clerk 


CHAS. KLUMPP JR. 


unty Surveyor 


BOYSTON SIMS 
B. A. "PETE" HARTMAN 
County Judge 
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COURT HOUSE AND COUNTY JAIL-KARNES CITY, TEXAS 
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From Clapboard Hut 
To Governor Mansion 


Helena was named in honor 
of Mrs. L. S, Owings, whose 
name was Helen.--Jan., 1853, 
taken from the ‘Flotsam and 
Jetsam” column of the Com- 
manche Enterprise, written by 
L. B,. Russell. 

Mrs. Owings was born near 
Goliad and lived there until full 
grown with her family before 
venturing SO miles from her 
birthplace. 

Her home was a Clapboard | 
hut, with sills of hewed logs | 
and studs of saplings, had no 
floor, the chimney was made 
of mud and sticks. It stood on 
the banks of the San Antonio 
River at the ford, 1/4 to 1/2 
mile above the town center. 
Owings later became Territor- 
ial Governor of Arizona. 


THOMAS CHANDLER 

Thomas Chandler, engineer, | 
was born in 1820 in Maryland. 
He died June 17, 1906, in, La- 
Parra, Texas. He married first 
in Baltimore. He married sec- 
ond, Ann Hampton, daughter of | 
grandmother, Mrs. T. 1. Berry, 
died in 1871 in Panna Maria 
of typhoid fever and he married 
in Karnes County Sept. 14, 1876, 
Sarah Magby. 

His children were: Elizabeth, 
Billy, Lucy, Martha, John, 
James, Sudie, George, Ester, 
and Sarah Jane. 

Thomas Chandler was a vet- 
eran of three wars, the Sem- 
inole Indian war of Florida, the 
Mexican war and the Civil war. 

He came to Texas with Tay- 
lor and after the Civil war 
settled in Karnes County. He 
was one of the builders of the 
Skiles Mill. 

John Chandler, sonof Thomas 
Chandler, married Jamima Pul- 
lin, daughter of Hiram Pullin. 
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Althcugh publishers of news- 
jpapers realize their writings 
are but whirlwinds in the sands 
of time, and the honest editor 
will admit at best he can but 
reflect the moods and move- 
ments of the community his 
newspaper serves, any county 
has had the lives and actions, 
good or bad, of its citizens 
chronicled by oneor more news~- 
papers trying to coverthenews, 
past and present. 

Many newspapers in the lat- 
ter half of the Nineteenth cen- 
tury began as real estate pro- 
motigns to boost sale of town 
lots and farms. Karnes County 
had some good ones, one of the 
earliest, ‘“THE REFORMER,”’ 
being printed in a ‘‘famous”’ 
printing house in San Antonio. 

The new Karnes County was 
aot long without a county~seat 
paper. 

Helena has had two newspap~ 
ers, the first the Helena Re- 
cord, published in 1879. After 
about one year in Helena the 
Record was moved to Flores - 
ville and was the beginning of the 
present Chronicle-Journal. 

In 1885 the Karnes County 
News was started in Helena by 
S.M, Crosslahan. After a year 
or so the News was sold toED. 
Gillett, who was an assistant 
school teacher in Helena at 

we Ay 
hap Hime. our 1ss092. The 
press was a George Washington. 
The type was set by hand, one 
letter at atime, and was easily 
mixed up, or ‘‘pied-”’ 

Along about this time a young 
fellow in Runge started working | 
at the print shop, but on advice 
of his doctor, he left the con- 
finement of four walls and got 


out in the open for his liveli- | 


hood, starting to punch cattle. 

He worked for Mr..Gillett, who 
was also in the real estate 
business. The early - retired 
printer was the father of Royce 

F. Wood, who is now chairman 
of the board of Groce-Wearden 
Co., wholesale grocers of Vic- 


toria. 


he 


EWSPAPERS 
RECORD THE TIMES 
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Along about the same time, 
competition in the newspaper 
business began in Karnes 
County, whenthe Runge Tadpole, 
that’s right, it was the name of 
a small newspaper,-started by 
Blanton and Tobin on Sept. 29, 
1890. 

One of the news items: 
Henry Vogel shot:and killed 2 
men at Gainsville last week. 

E.A, Gillett, attorney at law 
and notary public, carried an 
ad in his ‘‘competing’’ news- 
paper. ‘ 

THE FROG was the name of 
a newspaper which sprung up at 
Shiner, and on Nov. 8, 1890, 
printed this illuminating notice: 

L, Marcus returned from 
‘‘girling’’ yesterday. 

One of the first modern-type 
newspapers, with electric 
motors in the shop, was start- 
ed at Runge by the late Alf 
Schroeter, who was a public- 
spirited editor and published 
in the late thirties one of the 
most informative editions about 
the county which has been re- 
corded. The 24-page issue list- 
ed many old-timers as contri- 
butors, many of whom have now 
passed to their reward. 

Along abouc me middle of the 
1890’s, 67 years ago, Kenedy 
had its own first newspaper, 
the Kenedy Advance, and in 1960, 
the modern Kenedy Times was 
established. 

Karnes City, the aggressive 
county-seat town, is served by 
the Karnes City Citation, edited 
and published by- the Nelson 
Nosters. 

This issue of THE TIMES is 
thought to be the targest single 
publication of any weekly inhis- 
tory in Karnes County, and with- 
out the concerned interest of a 
loyal staff, coupled with friend- | 
ly help fram well-wishers and 
advertisers, this publication 
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WILLIAM MENN 

William Menn was born in Germany in 1848 and came to York- 
town, Texas in 1850 when he wastwo years old. His father built 
a home 5 miles from the present site of Yorktown in 1850. The 
original house and barn is still standing and in use. He later 
married Christina Bergnen am they moved to Gillett in Karnes 
County around 1878. He died in Gillett in1914 leaving 11 cuila- 
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HEART BREAKER 


This little fellow turned out to 
be everyones favorite . .. you 
know with all the gals anyway 
- « - yup its our Baylor Young 
. . . that handsome brute down 
at Conolly-Neumeyer. 
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KENEDY 


CHAMBER 
HISTORY 


By KENEDY CHAMBER 
Manager, Bo Myers 


The original Chamber of 
Commerce was, formed in 1901 
by W. T. Courson, Ben Morse, 
and Henry W, Dailey, all mer- 
chants. At that time it was call- 
ed the Kenedy Commercial Club. 
Some of the other merchants 
then in business were Ruhmann 
and Schroeder Tin Shop, J.M. 
Nichols Lumber Company, Thu- 
lemeyer and Kauffmann (mer- 
chants), the Bill Hale Hotel, 
R.R, Hotel and Cafe, J. H. Pul- 
lin Drugs, Elias Abdoe (mer~ 
chant), E, H.Camehl (merchant) 
Levi Pullin Barber Shop, M.E. 
Scovil (merchant), Bank of Ken- 
edy at 2nd and Tilden Street, 
(operated by Tom Ruckman and 
Lonnie Nusom). L.L. Reasoner, 
along with his father, has been 
in business since July, 1907. 

M.A. Hines was postmaster at 
this time, serving from 1891 
to 1901. The Post Office was 
then located at the corner of 
2nd and Main Street. 

The utilities at that time were 
of a private nature. Sewage 
disposal was handled by what 
was commonly known as a Honey 
Wagon. Lighting facilities were 
furnished by kerosene and heat- 
ing by wood-burning stoves. 

At the present time, busines- 
ses, including professional, 
number near 200. Thére, are 
more than 1400 muthicipal water 
meters, 1167 active United Gas 
users and a large (unavailable) 
number of Central Power and 
Light electrical consumers. 
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ONE OF RUNGE'S 
FIRST CARRIERS 


H. M, ‘‘Hal’’ Lokey was one 
of. Runge’s first mail carriers 
and a very faithful one for many 
years. He began delivering mail 
on May 1, 1908 with horse and 
buggy. He was son of Runge’s 
first postmaster, W. H. Lokey. 
Mr. ‘‘Hal’’ died on March 21, 
1962. His widow still resides 
in Runge, and is much loved in 
the community. 


FIRST LAND TRANSFER 
OF KENEDY TOWNSITF 


The first transaction to start 
the town of Kenedy was the sale 
of 667 acres of land by George 
W. Little and wife in Aug., 
1886, 77 years agotoM, Kenedy. 
This same land was then trans- 
ferred by deed dated June 7, 
1887 to the (Kenedy) Townsite 
Company. 

The first lot after the town- 
site was platted was purchased 
by C. P, Dailey, July 2, 1887. 

The second lot was purchased 
by C.C.Conoly fromthe Town-_ 
site Co. on Jan. 1, 1888. 

The third lot was purchased 
by J.D. Newberry on March 14, 
1888. 

JM, Nichols purchased a lot 
March 25, 1888. 

Eugene Eckols purchased his 
first lot April 3, 1889. 
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DAILEY-EATON RUNGE 


NUPTIALS 


(Copied by Mrs. C.R.Bailard . 


from Bee-Pecayune Microfilm) 


One of the prettiest weddings 
of the season was solemnized 
Thursday afternoon, August 6, 
1914 at the home of Mrs. M.L. 
Ainsworth when Miss JoanEaton 
of Taylorsville, Mississippi be- 
came the bride of Mr. Henry 
W. Dailey of this city. Appoint- 
ed hour, the bride and groom 
attended by Mrs. J.M. Trott and 
Mr. W.L. Ainsworth entered the 
parlor to the sweet strains of 
Mendeisonn’s. Wedding March 
played. by Miss Bessie Ains- 
worth. Rev. A. H. Clark, pastor 
of Baptist Church, read the be- 
trothal service in presence of 
only a few relatives and friends. 

Prior to the ceremony, Miss 
Lola Reasoner sang ‘‘At Dawn- 
ing.’’ The romance began 
several months ago while Miss 
Eaton was guest of her old 
friends, the Ainsworth family. 
The bride is strictly a girl of 
the Old South, coming from the 
well known Eaton family of Mis- 
sissippi. The groom, one of 
Kenedy’s leading and progres- 
sive citizens, having been 
honored by being unanimously 
elected its first mayor and be-~ 
longs to all the prominent social 
and civic- clubs of the city. 
_ The happy couple immediately 
left for Corpus Christi and other 
points along the coast.’ 


Sarcasm is when you are the 
target .. witis when you‘re not. 


Why is it we can’t forget out 
troubles as easily as ourbless- 


ings? 


Even though women often wear 
tennis outfits when they can't 
play, and ski suits when they 
can’t ski, they sure mean busi- 
ness when they put on a aareoue 
dress. 


If it serves in some small 
way to pay tribute to the hard 
work, character and inspiration 
of the pioneers_of the past, we 
are happy. - lee 
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HISTORY 


The town of Runge was esta- 
blished about 1887 and was in- 
corporated on<Dec. 18, 1912. 
On this day Runge held its first 
election with the following of- 
ficers elected: Gus Tips, Mayor, 
R. H, Weatherly and F, J, Slavik, 
Commissioners. 

In the early 1890’s the town 
began to take shape and a bank 
was established by Reiffert and 
Tips in the location of the pre- 
sent bank. Along about this 
same time the following busi- 
nesses were located in Runge: 
a dry-goods store owned by A, 
Zimer; a grocery store opera- 
ted -by Reiffert and Frobese; 
the Bonham and Clifton drug 
store; and the meat market 
was owned by Tom Faris. At 
this same time J.J. McCrea 
was the Justice of the Peace 
and Mrs. J.J. McCrea was the 
teacher of the first public school 
Dr. Bonham was the first doctor 
to practice in Runge. 

According to Mr. Pat Mixon, 
President of the Community 
State Bank, farming is the chief 
industry of Runge. Cotton is the 
leading money: crop although 
much corn, maize and flax are 
grown. The cattle industry is 
important to Runge as is dairy- 
ing. The oil industry has con- 


tributed much to the economic 


status of Runge. 

Some of the people who help 
to make Runge a better com- 
munity includes Alfred Brieger, 
the mayor. He has served as 
mayor since August 11, 1953, 
when he was appointed to fill 
the unexpired term of T.R. De- 
borah. He has been re-elected 
every two years since that time. 

Clarence Riedel’ has been 
Street Commissioner since 
April 1951. Joe Zavesky was 
Water Commissioner from 
April until July 1953, when he 
resigned. Werner Oetken served 
then from July 1953 to April 
1959. Mr. Zavesky was elected 
again in April 1959 and has 
served since that time, 

Mrs. Lucy~Mae Jo&nson is 


--Runge’s City Secretary, tax as- 


-eancenw er nnllactare 


been since Sept. 1956. In addi- 
tion to that, she also collects 


utilities bills at her office. Ac- 


cording to her records, the city 
evaluation for 1963 is $748,054 
and is taxed at a rate of $1.40 
per hund } 

Joe Albert Zowarka has been 
Water and Sewerage Superin- 
tendent since Jan. 7, 1947. He 
is'one that takes ALL complaints 
good-naturedly. According to 
Mr. Zowarka, Runge now has two 


‘wells and three storage tanks, 


the elevated one holds 50,000 
gallons and two ground storage 
tanks of 85,000 and 50,000 gal- 
lons. Sewage was added to Runge 
in about 1927 and garbage col- 
lection in 1946, 

Runge’s Voluntary Fire De- 
partment has about 25 active 
members with Johnny Buesing 
serving as fire chief for anum- 


- ber of years. Joe Zezula is pre- 


sident of the Fire Dept. and also 
is president of Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

There are many others not 
mentioned here that do theirpart 
in different ways to make Runge 
a nice nlace to live, 
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By: R. H. BROWN, SUPT. 

The events and dates narrated in the intetim betore 1892, 
through 1945 were given to me by persons who ‘related them tos 
me from their recollections. 
The Runge Independent School 819298 The Various Churches 


District was organized if “189E 
snd a two-story frame’ building 
vas built. The first public school 
session began in Sept. of 1892. 
(There were several private 
schools in the years before), 
This first public school began 
with four (4) teachers and its 
growth gradually increased 


to the point where a new and _ 


sarger building was anecessity, 

In: 1917, a new brick building 
was completed and the oldframe 
building was torn down. About 
ten (10) teachers beganteaching 
in this new building. This-’new 
building was destroyed by fire in 


jweres ‘usédaas class rooms until 


anew ‘building was completed 
in 1931. In this new building 
about twelve (12) or thirteen 
(13) teachers were employed. 
This new building was the most 
modern and beautiful building in 
all the surrounding couties and 
was a model for new construc> 
tion in many school districts. 
The enrollment gradually grew. 
When in 1949 the Latin-Ameri- 
cans were brought into = this 
building the need for more class 
rooms became acute. The num- 
ber of classroom teachers’ rose 
to twenty (20). The five-room 
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frame Latin-American building 
was. moved to the present cam- 
pus to house the first grades. 
-..Inw-1951...a, bond issue of 
$150,000 was voted upon: and 
carried to add more class rooms 

a gymnasium, lunch room, and 

‘ocational * agriculture depart- 
nent.: This~.was- Satan! ‘in 
1952. a. 

In 1954-55 the Eariteticnb in- 
creased so fast that new.class 
rooms were needed. But, the 
drought of the. middle fifties had 
begun and the enrollment ‘began 
to drop. 

After the drought the enroll- 
ment began to ‘increase again. 
There was--a° need for more 
class rooms, Onthe recommen- 
dation of the Texas Education 
Agency new, class rooms: were 
necessary and to do away'with 
the outdated: frame. building 
housing the- ‘first grades. Also, 
new science and homemaking 

»/Yooms were needed to replace 
“the existing inadequate depart- 
ments. To fulfill the Education 
Agency’s demands, a new bond 
issue of $150,000 was voted upon 
and carried to make the follow- 
ing improvements: : 

1. Construct a five (5) room 
addition to house primary 

grades. 

2. Construct an addition, ‘to 
install a first class Science 

and Homemaking Department. 

3. To repair and renovate the 
now existing auditorium. 3 /;:;; 

4. To build new football 
bleachers and make other 
necessary improvements ; pn tie 
football field. Pi ; 

Our school now has¥ twenty 
four (24) professional <units. 
When the proposed bullding im- 
provements have ~been. com~ 
pleted the Runge Schoo! District 
will have a Public ‘School: or- 
ganization ta be one of. the: best. 
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RUNGE's FIRST POSTMASTER 
One of the three men_in the. _above ,Picture is W.H, peers 


Mi oS 


Runge’s first postmastérs who: ‘received ef 
Washington, D.C. on Sept. 20,' 1887,’ ‘from William e Vilas, 


Postmaster General of the United States, and signed by AE. 
Stevenson, acting Postmaster General. 
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KARNES HOSPITAL 
ASSOCIATION | 


- 
a % “ 


an On ae 
: : % t3 We pe? 
aww wor wee S ae a | 


a4 


L.L.Deskin - Administrator 
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DAUGHTER, Jamie Atk 
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F our Generations of Atkinsons 
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GRANDFATHER, Marion Atkinson 
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KARNES CITY FOLKS 


This is Eli Caloway Seale. We were unable to get a history on 
these folks. We feel sure they are all in the same family, are 
we right? 
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MOTHER & DADDY 


The Schuenemann's 


By Roma Schuenemann McCoy 


This is a story about my 
mother and daddy. Daddy was 
born in Comal County near New 
Braunfels on March 31, 1877. 
His mother died when he was 
two years old am after her 
death he lived with ‘aunts and 
uncles until he was five, when 
he moved to Guadelupe County 
to live with foster parents where 
he lived until the age of 22 years. 

Daddy married mama Helene 
Klenke in 1899 and they will 
celebrate their 64th anniversary 
this next month. Mama and Dad- 
dy farmed in Guadelupe County 
until 1911 when they moved to 
Karnes County near Kenedy, the 
Michna community where, they 
farmed until 1925 and moving 
to Bee County to a little town 
called Monteola where Daddy 
worked in a cotton gin that was 
owned by Mr.Heury Ahrens and, 
later bought by Mr. Will Ruck- 
man. In the year 1941 they mov- 
ed to Kenedy at their. present 
location, ; : 
Mama and Daddy still love to 
raise flowers and tend to their 
chickens. I know for sure they 
both can out work me. 

Mama was born in Marne, 
Germany on Nov. 1877 and came 


to America with her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Klenke they 
sailed from New Bremen Har- 
bor, Germany on a steam boat 
called ‘‘The City of Rome’’ and 
landed in New York. 

Mama amd Daddy had five 
children, H.H, Schuenemann Sr. 
Kenedy; Dick Schuenemann, 
Houston; myself Roma McCoy 
Kenedy; Raymond (died in 1920) 
Otto Schuenemann, Victoria. 
Eleven grandchildren, and ten 
great grand children. 


‘i. 


- OLD JAUER STORE IN KARNES CITY 


ARNOLD A. SCHROEDER 


Arnold A. Schroeder, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Schroeder, 
(the fourth of six children), was born in Austin and came to 
Kenedy as a child. He met and married Miss Nettie Nichols of 
Kerrville on Dec. 24, 1919. He started and Was associated with 
People’s Supply Store for many years with his sister, Ella 
Schroeder, and Henry Mueller. Mr. Schroeder died in 1936 
and his wife, Mrs. Nettie Schroeder, resides at 604 7th street, 
the home they built in 1931. Theirchildren are: Earle Schroeder 
of Houston, who has four children, Carole, Mike, Sally, and 
Bill; and James Schroeder, whose home is in California but 
is in Las Vegas now. He has two daughters, Cathy and Susie, 


Building moved to Karnes City from Helena 
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DRIVER'S ED CLASS 


The above students, Henry Molina, Jimmy Baker, MariannSickenius, Joe Caballero, Sarah Guer- 
rero, Jerrell Strimple, Kenneth Tieman, Sandra Houck, Dona Kimble, Kay Salge, Carol Ben- 
nett, Diane Rhodes, Judy Banduch, instructor J.F. Bowers and James McClane of McClane 
Motors are shown in front of the Poss Johnson Football Field in Karnes City with the driver’s 
educational car furnished the class for many years by McClane Motors. Poss Johnson Field 
was named after Karnes City’s beloved coach. 


POOR PRESIDENT TYPEWRITERS SINCE 1867 HIGHEST AUTO ROAD 

James Monroe was so desti-~ The typewriter was invented Colorado, with more high 
tute when heleftthe White House in 1843, but the first practical mountains than any other state, 
that Congress votedhimthesum = racnine was not constructed also has the nation’s highest 
of $30,000, which supportedhim jnzi! 1867. Typewriters were not -automobile road -which climbs 
the remaining seven years of commercially marketed until to the 14,260-foot summit of Mt. 
his life. 1873. Evans. : 
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"GRANNY BAIN" 

Nora Evans Bain-was born in Mississippi, married Mr. Bain 
and moved to Kenedy in 1892. They had seven children, Cecil, 
Willie Lee, Evans, Elbert, Mary Esther (Willbern), Leonard, 
and Eunice (Gregory). Mr. Bain died on Feb. 1, 1952 at the age 
of 89 years, and Mrs. Bain died Dec. 16, 1957. They were much 
loved and she was affectionately called ‘‘Granny Bain’’ by all 
her friends. 
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First Baptist Church Of | Karnes City History 


The First Baptist Church of 
Karnes City was organized 
in the early 1890's. As nearly 
as could be established, this or- 
ganization occurred between 
1891, the date Mr. and Mrs. 
P, L, Williams, parents of Joe 
Williams and charter members 
of the church, moved here, and 
1894, when they moved away. 
Judge and Mrs. W.C,Smith were 
also charter members, 

Prior to this time there had 
been no organized church in 
town, the nearest one being the 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, whose building was on 
the iand now known as the old 
Jim Seale place. 

The first church building in 
<armes City was the one built 
by the newly organized Baptists, 
The site of the present City Hall 
and Fire Station was purchased 
on March 22, 1899 and the build- 


‘ing erected soon after. At the 
‘time the Baptists had a part- 


time pastor and they shared the 
building with other denomina- 
tions, the Baptist Sunday School 


Wie 


meeting on Sunday mornings and 
the Methodists having Sunday 
gochool in the afternoons. Both 
Methodists and Presbyterian 
church services were held in 
the building before these con- 
gregations built their own 
church houses. 

Baptismal services were held 
once or twice a year, the rites 
being administered in the San 
Antonio River, usually ou the 
John Appling place or inastock 
tank on the Ben Brown place 
which is now owned by Johnny 
Smolik. Mr. and Mrs.H.R.Koh- 
lenberg, Sr. and Mrs. R, H, 
Dromgoole are among those 
who were baptized there. All 
day meetings with ‘‘dinner on 
the grounds’’ were frequent in 
those days. 

The first parsonage complet- 
ed in 1909, was planned by Mrs. 
John Ruckman, Mrs. C.L, Bell, 
Mrs. William Winerich, and 
others. The first occupants of 
the parsonage were Rev. and 
Mrs. George ‘E, Stewart, who 
came to ‘the church in late 


. 1910. A new church building was 


erected in 1914 and among those 
on the building committee were 
Dr. S.A. King, William Winerich 
Henry Spangler and C, W. 
Moody. 

Rev. E. H. Owen succeeded 
Rev. Marshall Smith in 1927, 
Other pastors in the early days 
of the Karnes City Baptist 
Church were Rey. Roy L.Lyon, 
Rev. James F,. Stanley, Rev. 
Bob Mitchell and many other 
dedicated men, 

The congregation now meets 
in the beautiful modern build- 
ing shown above. Rey. Milburn 
Sibley is the present pastor of 
the large congregation. 
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ASSEMBLY 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH OF YESTERYEAR 


By MRS, W.A, WOMMACK 


Picturea above is most of the congregation (several years ago) 
of the Assembly of God Church, in front of their old church 
prior to their moving into their present new church home. In 
back row, left to right are: E.L. Vaughn, OD. Davis, Arthur 
Ellard, Caesar Sasse, Joe Ducan, unidentified, Charles Magug- 
lin, Rev. Branoch, Rev. Van Winkle, Jr. Branoch, Raymond 
Bruton, Robert McDonald, Milton Hartsfield, Rev. Clayton Lake, 
Marcus Bruton, Smith Pullin, Branoch, Will Wommack, Jimmie 
Van Winkle, John L, Pike, Emmitt Vaughn and son Jerry, 
Nelson Cobb, amd H.D, Davis. In the third row are Oneta Van 
Winkle, Fay Ferral, Beula Branoch, Mrs.Branoch, Melba Fer- 
ral and baby, Van Winkle, Mrs. Billie Wyche, Mrs Nelson Cobb, 
Mrs. O. D. Davis, Dorothy Maguglin, Mrs. Will Wommack, 
Darla Van Winkle,. Toy Van Winkle, Pearl Van Winkle, Mrs. 
Ruby Pike, Mrs. Charles Maguglin, Mrs. Jesse Van Winkle, 
Peggy Davis, Mrs. Robert McDonald and daughter Mrs. David 
Hartsfield, Mrs. Ann Hartsfield, Mrs. Willene Lake, Mrs. 
Emitt Vaughn, Mrs. Dorris Ross, Mrs. Ruby Sasse, and Mrs. 
Ellard. In second row are Rev. Ellard, Smitty Pullin, Branoch, 
Carrol Wommach, Linsey Ellard, Jimmie Lou Hartsfield, 
Geraldine Ellard,.Len Mae Pittman, Ruby Vaughn, Giner Sasse, 
Billy Joe Wyche, Branoch, Marjorie Vaughn, Edward Lake, 
and Marie Ellard. In the first row are Ann Hartsfield, Gene 
Lake, Jim Hartsfield, unidentified, Kenneth Wyche, Claudia 
Hartsfield, unidentified, Dorris Vaughn, Charles Hartsfield 
Sue Vaugtn, and Tommie Hartsfield. (W.A. Wommack Album) 
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Early History 


of the Karnes 


City Presbyterian 


Church 


DOCTOR W. P. DICKEY 


A former pastor int 


Some time in the year 1894 
Rev. H.R, Laird, evangelist of 
Western Texas Presbytery, be- 
gan a mission work in Karnes 
City, under the care of the 
Helena Church. This work was 
kept up by him till 1895, when 
Rev. J.A. Hall was placed in 
charge of the mission field of 
which it formed a part. 

In August 1895, Mr. Laird, 


vas the evangelist of the Pres- 


‘ytery perfected an organiza- 
don with the following 14 chart- 
er members: M.B, Little, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Little, Mrs. Mary 
Whetstone, Miss Mary Whet- 
stone, Miss Fannie Whetstone, 
Mrs. Margaret Skiles, Miss 
Margaret Skiles, Mrs. Stella 
Brown, Mrs. Jennie Hunter, 
Miss Katie Hunter, Mrs.Sophie 
Seidel, Miss Florence Archer, 
Mrs. Florence Burwell andS.A, 
Miller. 

On January 1, 1901, the pro- 
perty on the corner of Esplan- 
ade and Mayfield Streets was 
bought from A, J. Bell for the 
location of the church and afor- 
mer Cumberland church build- 
ing in the northern edge of the 
town was purchased and moved 
to this location. On June 17, 
1901 the congregation held their 
first service in theirnewhome. 

On June 23, 1901 a Sunday 
School was organized with Ly- 
man Burton as superintendent, 
Prof. A. J. S. Steele as as- 
sistant superintendent, Mrs. 
John F, Tobin as organist and 
Miss Kate Hunter as assistant 
organist. 

The first women’s organiza- 
tion was effectéd under the ef- 
ficient leadership of Mrs. B: I, 
Dickey on March 20, 1906. The 
group called themselves ‘The 


Church Improvement Circle.’’ 


he Presbyterian Church in Karnes City. 


3¢ 


APATITE?” 
THE CHURCH OF 


JESUS CHRIST OF 
THE LATTERDAY, 


SAINTS 


Kenedy is fortunate in havin: 
the only Church of Jesus Chris 
of the Latter Day Saints in 
area from Victoria to San An* 
tonio and as far south as Cor, 
pus Christi. 

In an interview with the bel 
edy church’s oldest membe 
Mrs. Will Yeater, The Times 
was informed the term ‘‘Mory 
mon”’ is a nickname given to 
the church. The correct title 
is the Church of. Jesus Christ 
of the Latter Day Saints. & 

The largest concentration of! 
LDS members is in the westeril 
United States with Californie. 
leading, followed by Utah, Idaho, 
and other western states. The: 
local organization is known as 
the Kenedy Branch, a part of 
the San Antonio Stake. F 

There are no paid ministers 
in the church, but the presiden: 
is H.E, Temple of Pettus with 

Floyd Swoap of Kenedy, and Ha-- 
rold Schultz of Karnes City as; 
counselors. 

Wilbur Swenson is the Sunday 
School superintendent with 
counselor Orlyn Grunewald a 
Kenedy. Royce Linder serves 
as clerk of Kenedy « 

The first ‘‘Mormon’’ mis-. 
slonaries to ever visit the area 
were elders Brinerhoff and Guy 
Walker from Utah who came to 
the farm of J.R. Shaw in 1900, 
Shaw lived in Cuero at the time 
and later moved to Kenedy. He 
helped organize the first LDS 
Sunday School meeting whict 
was held on the Thomas farm, 
in 1923 under the supervisior, 
of Eldor Roy V. Becksted of' 
Riverton, Utah. The first traces 
of formal organization were. 
seen in 1945 with meetings held 
in the Will Yeater home at 3]3 
Banks. The group continued tg 
meet there until 1952 when they 
successfully launched a building 
program and constructed the at~ 
tractive chapel at 9th and Ila 
Streets. 

President Roland Bren. 
of San Antonio had charge of 
the building program assisted 
by Wesley Grunewald, Williard 
Grunewald, and Jim Grunewald, 
all members of the local church. 


The Keneay Church of Jesus. 
Christ of the Latter Day Saints 
now has 122 members on its 
roll with its didest living mem- 
ber being Mrs. Will Yeater who 
joined the church on Nov, 25, 
1900. 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE, METHODIST CHURCH IN KENEDY 


By MRS, E.D, HOLCHAK 


The first Methodist Church was organized in Kenedy with f members in October 1887 by Rev. 
J.C. Russell, grandfather of Mesdames J.W.Grant, T.H,Stewart, LaRue Lyons and Albert Lyons 
Sr. The organization took place under a large live oak tree where the Farmers Co-op Gin now 
stands. The first building (pictured above) was built in March and April of 1896, on a lot pur 
chased for $30, and the lateC.P.Dailey, first postmaster of Kenedy and father of the late Henry 
W. Dailey, was the treasurer. Before P907, the cupola was removed, and a few other changes 
were made; and during the pastorate of Rey. R.E, Duke (1925-1931), extensive changes were 
made with a new wing being added. The last service in this building was held on Nov. 4, 1940, 
and the building was dismantled soon afterward. While the present sanctuary was being con- 
structed, the congregation met in the high school auditorium (now junior high) and in the Epis- 
copal Church for Sunday School and worship services. The first service in the new church was 
held on Feb. 1, 1942, and the indebtedness was cancelled in a little over three years with the 
late Bishop A, Frank Smigh holding the dedication service on Sept. 1, 1946. The first Methodist 
Sunday School in Kenedy was organized by Rev. Carper Williamson, and M.A, Hines, grand- 
father of Mrs. P.F, Oaulline and Mrs.Bettie Ammons Mork, was the first Sunday School Super- 
intendent. The first teachers were Mr, Hines, Miss Jennie Orr, Mrs. C.L, Orr, Miss Vance, 
Mrs. Kate Pace and Mrs.-WillH, Ammons. A-new parsonage was built this past year, (i962) and 


the old parsonage ami a-small residence next to the new parsonage are being used as Sunday 
School rooms now, ijn addition to rooms in the main church building. 
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"ASSEMBLY OF GOD FIRST MET IN 1919 


This picture was made infront of theold Assembly of God Church in Kenedy after a church ser- 
vice. Some of the ones identified in the picture are back row, left to right, John Nichols, Mr. 
Schewktz, Jim Wilborn, Bob Elswick, W.A, Wommack, A, H, Eichelberger, Rev. L.M, Smalley, 
and Mr. Prewit. Mr. Reynolds,:Mrs. Schewitz, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Annie Edwards, Mrs. Ruby 
Young, Mrs. Jewel Young, Mrs. Nellie Eichelberger, Mrs. W.A, Wommack, Mrs. George Bell, 
Mrs. Newt Lessley, Rovella Lessley, Miss Mattie Ables, Webby Teyerrl, Emold Smalley, 
Mrs. Prewit and daughter. In the front row, left to right are Wiloby boy, Dan Schewitz, Willard 
Nichols, Clara Eichelberger, Beatrice Smalley, Mavis Wommack, Willene Wommack, Opal 
Nichols and others that can not be identified. 


The Assembly of God Church began its first meetings in Kenedy in 1919, with Evanglist Rev. 
Stanley Bennett and wife leading. Withthem were singers and workers, Mat Davis and wife who 
who put up a tent where Hill Motors now stands and had the first Pentecostal meeting. The 
group met in houses and school houses until they rented a building just back of Kauff¥mans 
Motor Co. This was opened as a mission. In 1922 the Assembly of God was organized and 
nuilt its first tabernacle on Liveoak. Rev. W. H, Law pastor. In 1929 this building was moved 
co GoHad St. and remained there until 1939 when a new church was built on North Sth. Street. 
The Rev. J.A. Land was the pastor. After 8 years of planning and efforts the preseat new 
church was begun with ground breaking on Easter Sunday 1958. It was completed in June 1959. 
The beautiful auditorium, the young people hall, Sunday school rooms, and the beautiful parsonage 
at the side of the church. Rev. Woodrow Dike is the pastor, assisted by his wife, Trey have 
two lovely children Jonathan and Anna Ruth, and they are going on their seventh year here. 
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~ KARNES CITY CATHOLIC CHURCH 
The St. Carnelius Carholic Church of Karnes City, pictured above, was built in 1949. 
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Radio KAML was built in 1954, It was then called KENN, In 1957, after a long period of drought, 
Radio KENN changed its call letters to KAML, figuring that a Camel could go a long way with- 
out water. It seems that this change was the straw that broke the droughts back .. . so to speak. 


The station programs news and weather every thirty minutes — plus the finest in album and 
popular music, 


The station is also the official US Weather Bureau station for the Karnes County area with all 
official guages at 990. 


990, as it is refered to by many, has won three soil conservation awards in the past 3 years. It 
has been given the Governors Merit Award twice for promoting traffic safety in the state. 


A nine coumty area is covered by 990. The counties covered are Karnes, Atascosa, Dewitt, 
Gonzales, Goliad, Bee, Live Oak, Wilson, and McMullen Counties. 


35,000 people in the nine county area listen from time to time each week — plus 15,000 listen- 
ers per newscasts. 


The Manager of the station is Charles L, (Chuck) Martin. Mr. Martin is a past president of the 
Texas Associated Press Broadcasters Assn. The Office Manager is Dayton Smith from Karnes 
City. Mr. Smith is also the Chief Engineer. The Sales Manager is Emily Nixon. Mrs. Nixon is 
the wife of E, J. Nixon, prominent local rancher. 


990 programs some 18 hours weekly in Spanish. Luciano Guiterrez is the Latin American 
Program Director. He has been with KAML since the station was built in 1954. 


The Station is owned by the Camel Company. Its chief stockholder and President is Charles W, 
Balthrope of San Antonio. Mr. Balthrope has had other radio interests — KITE in San Antonio 


which he sold in 1957 and KANN in Sinton, which he sold in 1955. He also owns KEEZ-FM in 
San Antonio. 
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Left to right-Mrs. E. J. Nixon, Sales Manager; visitors Mildred Murrell 
and daughter Pat; and Chuck Martin, Station Manager. 
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THE FOUR BANKS OF KARNES COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE 
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QUEEN’S COURT - KARNES COUNTY CENTENNIAL 
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QUEEN: Miss Joyce Sahm, El Oso, Bainville and Zunkerville PRINCESS: Miss Billy Ann Parker, Kenedy 
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CENTENNIAL QUEEN 


Miss Joyce Sahm, now _Mrs. Kent Pogue, is shown as she appeared on the beautiful float as 
Queen of the Karnes County-Centennial (1854-1954). It was sponsored by the four banks of Ka.- 
nes County, Community State Bank of Runge, First-Nichols National Bank of Kenedy, The 


Karnes County National Bank of Karnes City and Falls City Nationa! Bank of Falis City. 
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MAIN STREET OF KENEDY.....1906 


This is the Main Street of Kenedy back in 1906. The scene takes place on the corner of First 
and Main Street. The stand in the left corner of the picture, under the tarp, belonged to Tomasa 
Torrez. What good tamales, tortillas, chili and coffee were sold therel 
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AG “years: Hle-died in 1952°4 she still makes fier home } in Kenedy. 


“They had one son,’B; ‘McGoldrick, Jr. of Kenedy, ‘who has two 
sons, Pat-and Mike. 
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SOUTH TEXAS CCC CAMP > Heed 
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vfPaken back in-1936:when the local CCC Camp 3906 was presented an award-for Excellence.”’ 
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Administrative Committee—Left to right, front row: Pickett, Pawelek, Talk, Tips, Bludau, Kowalik. Middle row: Smith, 
Jentsch, Mika, Winerich, Korth, Klingeman, Ruckman, Best. Standing: Schuenemann, McCaskill, Johnson, Moore, Matula, 
Urbanczyk, Pollok, Baker, Chote, Booe. 
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JOHNSON FLOWER 


Kenedy , Texas 


Mrs. Albert (Ruth) Johnson-for Corsages, Cut Flowers, Funeral Designs, or 
‘Bouquets. When you ‘‘Say it with Flowers it’s Beautifully Said’’. 
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Some of the lovely fresh Potted Plants suitable for 


Gifts for any occasion to be found at Johnson Flow- 
er Shop. 
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HISTORY OF 
PEOPLE'S SUPPLY 


HENRY MUELLER 


Henry Mueller was a native of Schulenburg where he grew to 
young manhood, coming to Kenedy when about twenty years of 
age. He took a position at that time with Thulemeyer & Kauff- 
mann, and remained with the firm when it was changed to the 
Mercantile Company. Here he continued in a responsible posi- 
tion until the fall of 1915 when he was the leading factor in the 
organization of the People’s Supply Co., of which concern he 
was the general manager. The business, after Mr. Mueller’s 
death in 1926, continued under the management of Arnold A, 
Schroeder and R, H, Metz. Mr. Metz passed away in 1929, Mr. 
Schroeder managed the business until the time of his death in 
1936. Since that time the business has been managed by Irvin 
A. Mueller. 


DAYS OF THE PAST 


Runge’s first 2-story frame Representative H, H, Schu- 


school building erected in 1892 
at a cost of $5,000. 

The new fire-proof school 
Building completed in Novem- 
ber me 1930; * at. “a: Scosteot 
$120,000.00 and has every mod- 
ern equipment. 
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enemann submitted anti-stream 
pollution measure for San An- 
tonio River in Karnes and Wil- 
son counties by sewage from 
City of San Antonio, Jan. 1937. 
Farmers asked to plow up 
cotton crop, June 22, 1933. 
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KENEDY SCHOOL IN 1898-99 
This school picture was made in Nov. 1898 and could very well be a modern picture as child- 
ren go... but lookatthe different attire. The ones identified in the photo are front row, kneel- 
ing, Henry Livingston, Charlie Orr, Eddie Bell, John Nichols, Lee Grasshoff, Burt Pukert, Jap 
Shuffield, Brittain McCaskill and Temple Stapleton. In the second row are Annie Hill, Virgie 
Smith, Mattie Smith, Julia Jones, and Betty Hunter. Third row are Ruby Scarborough, Marian 
Ammons, Ollie Pullin, and Teal Standefer. Pictured in the fourth and fifth row are Professor 
Livingston, Mrs. Sarah Shuffield and Andrew Shuffield (patrons), Milas Little,Branham Tread- 
well (at window), John Henry Pullin (trustee), B.G. Person (trustee), Milam Ammons, P.R, 
Goff (trustee), Grif Nichols, E,W, Dickey (trustee), Prof. AN, McCallum (principal), Kathleen 
McCallum, Mrs. Jayne Y, McCallum (visitor), Miss Daisy Lawler and Miss Helen Staton 


(teachers), Bertie Bledsoe, Hulda Schroeder, Bruce Nichols, Claude Benton and Maude Benton. 
Several of the persons are unidentified in the picture. 


KENEDY BOY SCOUTS, 1914 | 


Do you recognize any of these Boy Scouts of yesteryear??? They are left to right (top row) 
Harold McDonald, Bill Kauffmann, Joe Hill, Eugene Eckols, Marvin McDonald, Glen Hailey. 
(Second row) Elmo Scruggs, Hugo Metz, Carroll Franklin, Rute Butler, Rev. Barton (minister 
of the First Methodist Church) Scout Master), Clyde Franklin, Assistant Scout Master and Top 
Mogul, Alva Hill, Morris Ryan, Pat Mixon. (Third row) Pleas Van Ingram, Harold Butler, 
Irving Mueller, William Kindburg, Paul Ruhmann Allen Burrage, G.D, (Rusty) Russell. 
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JIM RUTLEDGE 


WILLIAM JAMES RUTLEDGE 


William James Rutledge was born in Marion, Alabama, but 
came to Texas as a young man, and was married to Catherine 
Jane Martin from another pioneer family, in Gonzales in 1864. 
He was a veteran of the Civil War and went ‘‘up the trail’’ four 
times on cattle drives. He died onDec.13, 1915. Mrs. Rutledge 
was born in Matagorda Texas, and was active in the Methodist 
Church most of her life. She died on Dec. 12, 1921. 

To this union were born 12 children, and the remarkable 
thing about it is that 11 lived to middle age and beyond before 
death invaded their ranks on Feb. 2, 1942 with the passing of 
John E, Rutledge. The exception was Carrie who died in in~ 
fancy. 

The family and their grandchildren and great grandchildren 
have played a ‘constructive part in the civic, business, church, 
cultural and social life of the community during the twentieth 
century. Most were lifelong residents of Kenedy and many still 
are residents of the old home town, 

The children are and were: Mrs. W.F. (Mamie) Hale, de- 
ceased; Mrs. Albert (Julia Edna) Hoefner, deceased; William 
James Rutledge, deceased; Mrs. Robert (Kate Alexander) 
Burris, deceased; Carrie Rutledge, deceased; John Emmett 
Rutledge, deceased; Mrs. Tom L, (Sallye Harkness) Benson, 
Mrs. E.P. (Margaret Ann) Ruhmann; Lon Eddie Rutledge, de- 
ceased; Abb Martin Rutledge, deceased; Mrs. Z (Beulah Lee) 
Dudley of San Antonio and Mrs. Lud F, (Rhoda Lena) Single- 
ton Sr. Their decendants number 32 grandchildren, and a great 
number of great grandchildren and great-great grandchildren. 
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FACTS ABOUT | 
KARNES CITY SCHOOLS 


OLD KARNES CITY HIGH SCHOOL 
This is a picture of the building that housed the Karmes City High School before the new building 
was buflt. It is now used for as a grade school. 
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By CARLOS BAKER, 
KARNES COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 


The first school in the area encompassed by the present Karnes 
City Independent School District was located in Helena, more 
than 100 years ago. The first school in the city of Karnes City 
was located on Main street ina 2-story wooden building. Ac- 
cording to an article written by its firstteacher, the late Miss 
Maggte Skiles, there were fifteen boys and girls enrolled in the 
school, There were no grades in the school and general sub- 
jects were taught. A record was kept of each student and re- 
wards given at the end of the term. The building was uséd for 
school during the week, dances on Saturday nights, and Sun- 
day school and church on Sundays. 

In 1894 the Karnes City Independent School District came 
into existence by virtue of a petition of twenty qualified voters 
as required by the Texas laws. The first district was known as 
the Karnes City School Corporation and included the City of 
Karnes City and some adjacent territory. The district was 
limited to sixteen square miles by State law. In June 1894, the 
school board for the Karnes City School Corporation was duly 
qualified and commissioned by County Judge W. A, Little. The 
origina! board organized and ejected Dr. W.S. Pickett, presi- 
Uentiwes CyrPaine: Secretary; W, J. Seale, Treasurer; R, F, 
Harris, Assessor-Collector; and C, O, Stribbling a member. 

The board elected F, A. Mood and wife as teachers for 
six months at a Salary of $125. It was decided that if everything 
was satisfactory and money was still available at the end of 
six months, the term would be extended. Since no suitable 
school building was available the Presbyterian church was 
rented for school purposes until a building could be provided. 
The opening date of school was set for the first Monday in 
October, 1894. 

In 1894 a bond issue was Passed and the school board 
obtained plans and specifications for a school to be built at a 
cost of $5,000 or less. The plans and specifications for a brick 
building were advertised for bids but no bids were received 
for this sum. The architect later took the contract to build the 
school for $5,000. The total Property value in the Karnes City 


School Corporation district was estimated at $300,000 for the 
1894 year. 
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V. A. Smith was elected principal of the school in 1895 
amd served in this position for three years. The school term 
was set at seven months during these years and there were 
nine grades taught in the system. The principal was furnished 
one assistant teacher who received a salary of $40 per month. 

T.N, Peables served as principal of the school in 1898-99, 
Two assistant teachers were provided during this term. The 
course of study for the ninth grade was Algebra, Geometry, 
Rhetoric, Writing-Composition, English, Literature, Latin, 
Physical Geography. 

In 1901 Superintendent A. S, J, Steele was allowed three 
assistant teachers due to increased enrolment. A Negro school 


was also operated during this school year. The superintendent | 
was allowed a raise of $25 per month “‘if the amount was avail- | 


able.’’ In 1906a bond issue for $5,000 was passed for the purpose 
of building an addition to the existing school. More than a year 
passed before the work was completely finished. 

R, A, Wilkins was elected to head the school in 1907. He 
served the system for only one year. 

In 1908 John McCall was elected Superintendent and was 
furnished four assistant teachers. The board decided to 
give printed certificates to each child earning promotion. In 
1910 a Mexican school with a faculty of one was established. 

In 1912 W, E, Parr of Runge became superintendent of 
the Karnes City Schools. He had a faculty of five assistants 
besides an assistant in each the Negro and Mexican schools. 
In 1912 the board passed a regulation requiring all teachers to 
attend all board meetings. The high school became a four year 
school with the addition of the eleventh grade in 1913. 

The enrolment in the schools grew during the next few 
years and the number of teachers was listed as eight in the 
white school, one for the Mexican school, and one for the 
Negro school in 1918. W.H. Korges served as superintendent 
from 1914-1917. O. W. Peters was superintendent from 
1917-1925. , : 

~ In 1922 pians were started for the building now known as 
the Junior High. In 1923 the bond issue for the purpose of 
building this building failed 141-95. In 1924 the bond proposi- 
tion was presented for the second time and passed 272-55. The 
tax rate was set at 50 cents for maintenance and 20 cents for 
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eee 
bonds. The amount of the bond issue was $40,000. In 1923, 
on recommendation of Dr. S, A, King, the schools were closed 
a week due to an outbreak of Scarlet Fever. 

H. K, Williams succeeded Mr. Peters as superintendent 
and served the system until 1930. During this period of 
service the school grew and in 1928 the school employed ten 
teachers and a superintendent. In 1928 the Helena Schools 
entered into an agreement with the Karnes City Schools to 
transfer all students above the fifth grade to the Karnes City 
School System. One of the teachers from Helena was to be 
hired to teach in the Karnes City Schools. Mr. J. R. Wier 
joined the Karnes City Schools as this teacher and served the 
System many years as teacher and later as High School Prin- 
cipal and Supervisor. During these rather difficult financial 
years it was noted that the Karmes City Schools and the 
Karnes City Chamber of Commerce entered into an agree- 
ment to jointly purchase a mimeograph machine for the use 
of both organizations. Excerpts from the budget in the year 
1928 show $100 allowed for library books and $50 allowed for 
laboratory equipment. In 1929 the high school graduated 15 
students. ; 

In 1930 P. S. Garner was elected Superintendent. Dur- 
ing his period of service the school added vocational agriculture. 
The vocational agriculture teachers taught one-half day at the 
school and served as chamber of commerce secretary for the 
other half day. A business education teacher was hired and 
some business subjects were introduced into the system. A 
telephone was installed in the school building. 

John Stamper became superintendent of the schools in 
1932. In 1935 the board voted to add to the then existing high 
school, and to include a gymnasium, and a lighted football 
field. This work was done with the assistance of the Works 
Progress Administration and did not require a bond issue. 
Plans were completed and the project was finished during 
the 1936 school term. This was one of the first lighted fields 
and gymnasiums in the aréa. x 

In 1936 D. E, Moore became superintendent of the Karnes 
City schools. The district contained thirty-eight square miles, 
employed 17 teachers, enrolled 517 white and SO negro stu- 
dents, and had a total adopted budget for all Puposes of 
$25,655. In 1939 a $25,000 bond issue was voted for construction 
of the ten room South Elementary school using bricks from the 
building constructed in 1894. This was also a Works Progress 
Administration job and -includéd the present boiler plant and 


the old Vocational Agricukure building at the Junior High. 
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In 1949 the district began an annexation program which 
lasted through 1958. Fourteen common school districts were 
added to the Karnes City schools making a totai area of 361 
square miles, Elementary schools are still operated at Fashing, 
Panna Maria, and Gillett as a part of the Karnes City system. 

In 1950 a bond issue of $125,000 was voted to build | 
North Elementary school. This building consisted of eight 
rooms, restroom facilities, storage and offices and was built 
on a new Campus just north of the old high school. : 

In 1959 a bond issue amounting to $850,000 was voted 
to. construct a new high school building and an elementary 
school at Panna Maria. These buildings were completed and 
occupied during the 1960-61 school term. In June of 1961 
D. E. Moore tendered his resignation to the Karnes City board 
after having served the system for twenty-five years during 
a period of outstanding school expansion and progress. The 
auditorium in the new high school was named “‘Dave Moore 
Auditorium’’ in appreciation of his years of service and 
devotion. ; 

In 1961 plans were completed and the Old High School 
(junior High) was completely remodeled and refurnished at a 
cost of $50,000. During the summer of 1962 a new football 
field was constructed at a cost of $86,000. Extensive repairs 
have been made to other buildings during the last two years. 

Athletics has played an important part in the student 
life of Karnes City High School. Milam (Red) Harper, while a 
student in Karnes City schools, helped organize and coached 
the first football team in 1921. The business men of the town 
furnished pants, jerseys, shoes and helmets. If you wanted 
shoulder pads you bought your own. The first regular coach 
employed by the board was P. J. Dodson in 1922. 

In 1935 K, E. Klauser was hired as director and a band 
was organized. In 1938 S. J. Shadegg directed the band and pro- 
duced Karnes City’s first State winner in band. 

Coach J. W. (Poss) Johnson came to the school in 1938 
and served the school for a longer period than any coach in 
the history of the school. Coach Johnson served continuously 
until his death in 1952 with the exception of the war years 
1942 and 1943 when he was in the Navy. During his absence | 
Karnes City dropped football during 1942 and 1943 Marvin | 
N, Butler served as coach. The recently constructed football 
stadium was named ‘Poss Johnson Field’’ in memory of 
Coach Johnson. 

The Karnes City schools consists of 361 square miles 
im area and is more than fifty-five miles in length. Elementary 
schools (grades 1-8) are operated at Gillett, Panna Maria, and 
Fashing. In the City of Karnes City grades one and two are 
housed in South Elementary; grades three and four attend North 
Elementary; grades six, seven and eight occupy the Junior 


High building (old High School); and the four high school 


grades are located at the new high school on Highway 123. 
The present valuation of the district tor tax purposes is 


$24,800,000 and the tax rate is $1.25 on the $100 valuation. 
There are sixty-five teachers employed in the Karnes City 
schools and of this number forty per-cent hold the Masters 
Degree. Twenty-five other employees (bus drivers, cafeteria 
workers, Custodians, office personnel) complete the school 
staff. 

Kames City High School makes available some forty 
courses to students. Students who intend to go into the labor 
market immediately after-graduation may choose vocational 
courses that will aid them in acquiring employmem. The 
academic course has been Strengthened during recent years 
due to an increase in the number of students attending college. 
Fifty percent of the graduating class of 1963 are enrolled. in 
some college compared to twenty-five percent-in 1953. The 
Karnes City Scheols will enroll_1500 students during the - 
1963-"64 school term. : see ea 


coe 


[O07 


mae eR v Pt val mt ue eas ae ; \ Cal 
u Aj We ee 
if ‘ as echt) j ) 


ys eaeoreatin cre -weagde ang Sveoetinee ‘Saramaer od 
ue Lonel goo sieve gethtond omit aba ened ta done 
LOW Yo ores] of .mreeY tomatoes 19-GHRP oar gatub kwlumse | 
braod gO ened arte od oot add terse) sycaM 

sriaub rtany ol qavaes al (wi Lerrise phtived tee 
aT .2ueryorq Uta ablnengan loodva ae lo boeg « 
rots ved” temad aw Sooke sgh wee eat ot eayaiee 
twe @itrase to etnsy ett to ontiabengqe af) “awebtonbud 


lgote? vigttt WO ots hoe teesiguen sew angig 100 al... 
nis Ootelrgie: law ftdeboeos giomiqwos sew ‘tetaul) 
Lisdton! wot o TL Yo semua age gered, We 2889 
nichiaa’ »viero mi! .OINI,ORS to t202 6 Js bees eew Mall 
-etaay owt el od) patrub cgathliind sede oF obass raed qed 
motor: otf af sguq mero ne beyvely Par te yy 
o Wu -rvertall (hell) mati toads? agit tO geree¥ do eB. 
budoneo boa Oshhyro begiod ,ehooteg yO eantel al meshene | 
ewe wtht to oe wioupeint aT 1501 af meee tadsood seid siiy. 
lemme woy t .etaped ne esoriz atone stinag — 
oe iéloge nell ail .cwo tecy migoud voy aheg 
29 ot noebe .¢ 9 caw fvecd! off qd boyeignes 
(ai ¢ bes torzsvih ep Devld gew remus a. 260) pl 
rig tere ried wt botag tt) pgetocd2 .( .2 BO00 nl) tesinayie caw 
teed ob wmantw omy pent x ong ewmad baowb 
He at Jootse val oF seep noenstol (s00%) 7 .1 ae 
ft dots yon Rudy Retoeg tageel a a Hedthie wis bewiwe bos 
tievemmitab howieg gondal dose looted olf Yo vieseld oft 
¢:emy tow oft lo delxpraxe wh rotw 9902 af deash ald fiw 
emmonds cid youd) .vyeA att ob cow of aac FOCE Onn See! 
aleveld C202 ben SPO goth Uedeosd beygeth yD wetted 
lleiwool botartwec ¢lince «df .doam 26 bevrase tolme 
lo yGomrkn of “BtoY coandol areT” Leman asw roulbew 


_ eohien maps 1 Wo eatiene etomibe ql cerzet off 
viene deerel al ealie wlqrlil weds ovoce cf bes avs at 
bhe ihkM aden gril de peas py aA eae raha) sicotoe 
wie cer) tere ore Sobers YD eared do CBO off ol .gridesd 
A104 Grete Tun bes woud este ty py aimed dawoe al beauod 
vateu, «bh ye Mp» ive core ote exieg (pasos 
toaiva agit aod sdz bee (loot? dg ron yg: ry tti 
ETL vewsieitt so loodoe ar] a ae nee 
tl nA rine of and io iy ‘st rp red 
vobtmaiey OOS adt we 25,2% 2) om xa 
Yao genred « od ed beyokgas evatiess wl~ynde ee wT 
eolM ods hind mad-veq yfrol sedatun vit To hoe sipodne 
shueteleo wievich ott) eaeyolgme amo avil-ywewT .ocigeO 
loudon 3 soiqaped Gaaworrey solito .sietlorus ~~ 


oc? stemepaiques gotdugve ef ardy Mae (hw mela ensues 
-apaitos too igaticcoisie patitame ho teadmnt BAY Ab eanarioal ns oF au 
mi Rallertets o6y | 3e canis yoraeubeny as bo mooreg yt 
ont 2204 . armies are 1 gata 

“= ae : ual booting 0° -£001 


a, 


ee oe 


KARNES CITY GRADUATES ; 
This was the graduation class of the Karnes City High School in 1923, The young ladies are Opal 
Roberts, Miss Schendel (teacher), Julia Schroeder (Rev. J. Schroeder), Janie Dietze (Mrs. Don 
Seale), Alice Williams, and Annie Cowan (Mrs. Bill Homeyer). The gentlemen are Fletcher 
B, Kuhnel, (Sr.), Clifton Spangler, Cecil M, Faith, Walter W. Browne, and Robert Mayfield. 


ANOTHER KARNES CITY SCHOOL PICTURE 


Now you will certainly have to find yourself or, your kin. All we know the picture was taken in 
1907 and the teacher (we think) was Francis Meriweather. Now you go from here and have fun! 


[O 


OD 


vee ; 7 y ree ea) 
i A th a Maite 


we a a Bi - x — as : eas ee 


er @ITAUGAKD YIID 224940 
fey arin aathel saucy sell 000) yy loorse ayltt Jase A dg 0 zedla zolmohexs ods 2aw eifT 
7a) itt) exegdt] rr | Amimozden | WR) velvenicg 


sf rotredh lnteiedo? eeith 2risdaR 
Vator T wie omaliong OFF recmctt she co) uKweD Pas ,emallliW sailA (aloot 
“Cistival’ madeR bon sew W sastew Athey 24 tae nel grag? noritt> 449 Jsodud .8 
+ eta alana EE een et enneeentansesinenteiieaaie . 
Le 
_ 


Aue ant . i be 


IRITIIA JOOND? YTD 23U8AA AFHTOMA 
wl gates exw Mea O44 word 0 IA ahd Two ie Mekamoy trl) ot wad yintatees iitw woy welt 


jeu svae soe ead tank wg oy WOM ~Aedaeoutahd whiner’ way (Anldh ew) aadren) els loc Vet J 
seeehtetllliedh eect mt CN et ttt 


' ‘és @'s “ss ' - 
‘ "? ‘ ings ) 5! o> * » were 


LOOK GOOD AND MAYBE YOU WILL SEE YOURSELF 


IN THIS KENEDY SCHOOL PICTURE 


TRANSPORTATION TO SCHOOL 


Miss Bessie Stallings (now Mrs. H.H. Benke) taught school in 
the Cadillac School from 1912-1915 and is shown with some of 
her pupils on donkey cart. 
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ROOM FOR ONE MORE 
These pupils of the Cadillac School were onan outing at Easter 


Time, in fact they were going to an egg hunt. Mrs. Bessie 


Benke was teacher at the school. How about their mode of 
tranenmrtation? Slow he anrell 
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KARNES CITY BADGERS 


Here is a good onel They are the mighty Badgers of Karnes City in 1929+30, They are, in the 
front row, Joe Horezcy (manager), Jack Wilson, Woody Woodruff, Virgil Kolwalik, Wesley Aaron, 
and Gervase Gabrysch. In the second row are Wilfred McGall, Milton Smith, Conon L, Gideon, 
Fred Klingeman, R.E, Owen (preacher), B.D. Faith, and Buford Smith. Standing are H.T, Tor- 
rance (coach), Arnold Ahrens, Allen Barnes, Roger Lightsey, Ateell Lagow, Hugh McGall, Ver- 


non Bruns, Merle Beard, Willis Kirkpatrick, and Robert Person, 
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KARNES CITY HIGH SCHOOL, KARNES CITY 


NINTH AND TENTH GRADES, year 1901.Standing, l.to r., are: 
Minnie Pickett, Lucy Baxter, Carrie Ruckman, Nell Shaw, John 
D. McCall, teacher, Etta Mae Seale, Inez Stribling,....... 
Cooper, Annie Derum, and, front row, 1. to r.: Berta Morris 
Taylor, Rob Seale, Anne Weir, Claude D. Winerich, Fannie 
Little, Harold Stevens, Mae McNeil, Ena Ruckman. 
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A LITTLE COUNTRY SCHOOL 


This is the old Cadillac School which was a typical little country school, when children rode 
horses or walked many miles to attend. It was back in 1912 and Mrs. Bessie (Stallings) Benke 
wag the teacher. Some of the students were Arthur Schulle (deceased), Paul Schulle (deceased), 
Hilmer Monson (deceased), Otto Esse (deceased), Chester Lewallen (deceased), Hugo Lewallen 
(deceased), Lawrence Elliot, Verdie Elliot McClane, Fred Roeder, Ethel Roeder, Annie (Nelson) 
Kasper, Louise (Nelson) Rogers, Mrs. Frank Esse Nesloney, Clarence Kolinek, Harry Blom- 
quist (deceased), Eldor Benke, Nellie (Taylor) Crews, Lorene (Taylor) Stroud, Dorothy (Carl- 
son) Anderson (deceased), Ruth (Carlson) Dixon, Lee Carlson, Luella Monson, Elsie (Esse) 
Sahm, Annie Anderson, Dan Anderson, Howard Anderson, Herbert Blomquist, Elmer Blomquist, 
Ernest Esse, Willie Esse, Albert Goetz, Alvin Goetz, Erik Hagstrom, Frank Hagstrom, Letha 
Nelle, Irene Nelle, Wendla (Peterson) Gustafson, and Walter Schulle. 
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CADILLAC SCHOOL TEACHERS REUNION 


These teachers met in 1949 for a reunion of the old Cadillac School faculty. Present were 
(seated) Mrs. Laura Brubaker Benke, Mrs. Annie Metz Benke, Mrs. A, H, Karback, Mrs. Win- 
nie Glass Blomquist, Mrs. Bessie Stallings Benke, Mrs. Margaret Riggle Wroten, Mrs. Mildre! 
Hemby Ladewig, Mrs. Evelyn Bergman Peterson; (top row) Otis Gilley, Stanley Bergmar 
Mrs. Lillian Monson Gilley, Mrs. Rube Cline Garner, Joe Wroten, and Hugh Adkins. , 
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"ONE OF KARNES CITY EARLY CLASSES - 


12 


These youngsters took time out, happily, from their books to 
have their picture made. It takes place a few years back in 
the Karhes City Public School. The ones identified in the photo 
are Tom Rzeppa, Charles Henry Gorham, Bailey Elder Person, 


Robert Person, Oscar ‘‘Bud’’ Roberts, B.O. Faith, Jonell Cope, 
Mary Ruckman, Rosalie Pruitt, Bessie Homeyer, Katherine 
Blakeney, Mildred Spangler, Grace Roberts, Marie Niehaus, 
Allan Kneip, Francis Salge, Willis Kirkpatrick, Charles Bouch- 


er, Toxie Andrew, John Albert Weir, and others. 
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ESCONDIDO PUBLIC SCHOOL 


The Escondido Public School was better known as ‘‘ 
made about 1902 of Miss Annie Less Morrison and her cl 
S. McClane in the front row. In the second row are Mis 
Jake Martin, Dutch Ammons, Seale Martin, Marvin N, Butler, Tom Flynt, and Fred Schnofur. 
Meade Martin and Pauline Conrad are in the third row. In the fourth row are ‘‘Pick’’ Burris, 
Effie E, McClane, Beulah Smiley, Eunice Crane, and Kattie Burris, Pictured in the top row 
are Bert Burris, Ida Flynt, Lizzie Conrad, Pearlie Smith and Allan Schnofur. 


Escondido College.’’ This picture was 
ass. They are Paul Conrad and Sykes 
s Annie Lee Morrison, Albert Conrad, 
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HISTORY 


HUBBARD’S GROCERY and MARKET was founded in 1932 on the 

same site it now occupies, by the late W, J. Hubbard. He con- 

tinued with the business untilhis death in 1936 and the operation 

of the store was carried on by his wife, Mrs. W, J. (Belle}_ 
Hubbard, Mrs. Rhoda Pace Hines, and Mr. Charlie Pace. 


In 1946, Tom Dan Hubbard purchased the business and took 
over the management. The store has been remodeled and 


enlarged five times through the years to better supply the 
best in grocery needs. 


An early photo of Hubbard’s Grocery and Market taken 
in 1952 before extensive remodeling. Shown at the right 
is Tom Dan Hubbard. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dan Hubbard. 
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Modern Meat Department, with Majin (Micky) Villanueva, Julian Cantu- 
Market Manager, and E. J. Spies, Swift & Co., salesman. 


SORES, 


The Modern Hubbard’s Grocery and Market as it is today 


a. » 
~~ nollul vowaumollly (yiinaha) rijoM ddtiw , neatrogs9 toaM meboM 
omnzelie ,.0.3.5 Mw? vig? A .2 bap. snganiht tee 


a 

- Ly 
ea 

a : ‘ 


1 tat Ys q ‘ ie ‘ , r. 
pea mh 34 4b 
YF Tae Ooh : = eee : Y ” 


A 
fad /’ . ; 
' ' 
< me) } 
; ky 2 
4 i . ‘ { a 
wf t ud 
‘ ¥% 7 "s i 
FT A ‘ a, i 
4 \ s 
“4 > \ 
¥ ; c\ 
Ri, e: 


: ; ra ‘ ; e 
ot oe abe r ald i _ , ; ; 
he gee AS ie eae ys aie Wait s if “ . * 
Ph iteataree tre hip ee Ret ME ala x | 
ee rs 2 aaah ‘ Se ie 7. 
; a \ 7 Vy ee \f9-32) oe 7 Y : - 7" 
AS OA tania Ricans n a 

Pp 4 ’ cr’ op - - ad * 


Fry *) ¥ 
ay r 
t. a? ia 
hae oa 7 ¥ 
LP 0 P Mi 
iy 


. 


(rbot vi ti as tetas bee yros0D #'hnddell esboM oat 


S. J. KUHINEL 
SUPPLIES 


HISTORY 


The history and growth of Karnes County andS, J, KUHNEL SUPPLIES are synonymous. Estab- 
lished in 1920 by the late JohnL,Kuhnel and his son S, J, Kuhnel, the firm was known as Kuhnel 
and Son, and continues today at the same location as S, J, Kuhnel, and is operated by S, J, Kuhnel, 
son Leo Daniel Kuhnel, and a shop force of six men. S, J, Kuhnel Supplies has remodeled three 
times in their almost half-a-century of service to Karnes County, and has continued to add new 
lines and services, until today, it is one of the most outstanding shops in this area. 


Mr. and Mrs. S. J. Kuhnel and son, Leo Daniel Kuhnel - 
offering the best in service and supplies to Karnes Coun 
ty folks for almost half a century.’ 
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HARNES CITY. TH 


Lo 
Mr. S J. Kuhnel (left) shown with Pedro Beltran, who 


has been an employee of S. 


J. Kuhnel Supplies for 37 
years. 
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KENEDY HIGH SCHOOL . 
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It was November, 1898, and the Kenedy High School turned out in force .. . students, faculty, 
trustees and friends .°. .to have their picture taken. From the croquet mallets displayed... 
it’s not hard to guess what sport the young ladies in those days enjoyed ...is there? Reading 
from left to right, starting with BACK ROW are Lucius Dailey, Wallace Barnes, Willis Tread- 
well, Shaw Barnes, Oscar Floyd, Dan Pace; 2ND ROW: Miss Stella Staton (teacher), Prof. Liv- 
ingston (teacher), John Henry Pullen (trustee), B.G, Person (trustee), E,W, Dickey (trustee), 
P.R, Goff, Sr. (trustee), Prof. A.N, McCallum (principal), Mrs. A, N, McCallum (visitor); 
3RD ROW: Miss Daisy Lawler, Henry Yelvington, Victoria Yelvington, Bonnie Binkley, Callie 
Wiison, Emma Forrester, Myra Williams, Stovall Borroum, Miss Kate Yelvington (visitor); 
4TH ROW: Addie Griffin, Jocte McClane, Ida Scruggs, Kate Martin, Lillian Person, Clara 
Benton, and little Kathleen McCallum. 
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1949 ERE, FOOTBALL TEAM” 


These are the Karnes City Badgers in the year of 1949-1950, 


when their coach was J.W, Johnson. The front row, left to right, 
are Joe Cantu, Rudy Polasek, Jerry Smith, Emerick Kotora, 
Robert Robbins, Mike Urrutia, Gary Fenner, Richard Jones, 
Bob Day, Frank Bardovosky ae Dan Perez aaa AAR in front. 
In the has Ww_are ris iemer. 


CLASS OF 1922 


This high school class of the Karnes City School have on their 
prettiest clothes ami cutest smiles for ‘“‘picture day.’’ The 
year was about 1922. Left to right in the front row are Ella 


_ Alton Hartman, 


Wallis Salge, Bob Le ARs Sam’ Harper, Danny Fossler, Cyril 
Bartkoviak, Marvin Kyrish, Alex Garcia, Billy Sexton, Ray- 
mond McLean, J.C. Cleveland, David Crews, and J.W. Jphnson 


(coach), In the back row are Alex Dugie, Elroy Seeger, Oscar 
Kellner, Charles Hall, Fabian Jendresh, Anselmo Olivares, 
Ronnie Deason, Ollie Hall, Shelby Shannon, Harold Lee Boening. 
Billy Chapman and Pat Lvssv. 


is 


Elder, Bralva Harper, acaias Blakeney, Vera Bohra: ‘Lorena 
McCarley, Julia Cobb, Merle Davis, and Bernita O’keefe. 
Standing are Roy Kneip, Lula Skinner, Haral Schlauter, George 
Alice Calvert, P.J. Dodson (teacher), Bryan Jauer, J.T. Cope, 
Jr., and Milton Smith. 
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LENZ SCHOOL—1923 


These were the days of the two-room school house. Some 
children had to walk 5 or 6 miles to school each day ... there 
were no school buses. Inthis particular schoolthere were about 
fifty students in ten grades and two teachers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hanco.<. Some of the students were: Tackle Fenner, Erma 
Mae Woodward, Eila Rosson, Norma Kempe, Amanda Rudolph, 
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SYLONG YEARS AGO. . 


Recess at the Kenedy school and the boys are ready to ‘‘ 
their picture taken first. Left to right, front row, Fred Griffi 
Caskill, Seale Martin; second row, Addie Mae Butler [. 


Amana Bruns, Elnora Seiler, Alder Seiler, Alma Fenner, 
Abert- Huth. Arthur Fenner, Alton Rippstein, Bill Huth, Wallace 
Hoffman, Hugo Fenner, Irwin Magel, Herbert Rudolph, Gilbert 
Fenner, Loany Kowald, Freide Krane, Elsie Femer, Cora 
Bruns, Amanda Magel, Ollie Retzloff, Clara Rosson, Marie 
Woodward, Rosie Retzloff, Milton Best, Hugo Retzloff, Richard 


Rosson, Don Woodward, Herbert Fenner, Arno Rudolph, Gus 
Schulzenberg, and Edwin Hosner. 


Ot ae oon 


play ball,’’ but they have to have 
n, Dowd McCaskill, Brittain Mc- 
ynch, Mattie Myers, Maud Meyers, 


Felix Burris, Roy Young, Vida Berry; back row, Robert Hubbard, Lawrence Reasoner, Kate 
Burris, Rhoda Rutledge, Jewel Belcher, Miss Lizzie Jones (superintendent), Maude Benson, 


Vertner Stapleton, 
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A RIDE ANY ONE? 


Loie Moore and Bessie Benke riding some of the donkeys used 
in those days for transportation. A good number of children 
rode donkeys to school each day. 


Back in 1897, on February 12, this picture was made at the Kenedy Public School of Miss 
Daisy Lawler and her class. They are, in front, l. to r.; Britton McCaskill, Milas Little, 
Bruce Nichols, Griffin Nichols, Lewis Massengale, Dowd McCaskill, Burt Pickert, Miss 
Daisy Lawler; center: Ola Dow Nelson, Minnie Pikert, Edith Lott, Georgia Little, Charles 


Orr, Andy Nichols, John Nichols/Henry Livingston, and Teal Standefer; back: Theodore 
Barnes, Willie Scarborough and Dwight Nichols. 


DAILEY VILLE SCHOOL 


You’ve often heard of the “‘one-room schoolhouse’’ . .. well, here it is. This school was lo~- 
cated in Daileyville and Mrs. Pink Ruhmann and Miss Josie Miller were the teachers. 
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A BELOVED KARNES COUNTY COACH 


One of the most beloved coaches Karnes County ever had was 
no other than the late Coach John W, Johnson. The football 
stadium in Karnes City is named for this famous coach. His 


widow better known to her friends as ‘‘Vi’’ now lives in Karnes 
City. 


KAUFFMANN 


James H. Avant - President 
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Mrs. A.F.Kauffmann Jr. 
Secretary - lreasurer 
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Pictured January 8, 1938 at Kauftmann Motor Company, at the present loca- 
tion, are the late Adolph Kauffmann Jr. and the late Bill Kauffmann. 
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KAUFFMANN MOTOR CO. EMPLOYEES — Left to right, Ist row: Roy Salias, 
Joe Leal Sr., Frank Clyne, Felipe Sauceda, Dan Salias, Royce Warner, J.D. 
Turnipseed and James Avant. Left to right, back row: Edgar McCoy, Leo Kurtz, 
Ed Schautteet, P.L. Garza, W. S. Wilson, Roy Jacobson, Clarence Decas, Ray 
Morgan, George Blaise, and W. T. Homeyer. Not pictured is A. T. Pleasant. 
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CHOATE'S FIRST SCHOOLHOUSE 


J.C. Overby, N. Boultinghouse, Tom Hunt, and others built the 
first schoolhouse in the center of the community.Here is where 
the Dunns, Bakers, Hunts, Boultinghouses, Moses, Gibsons, 
and Atkinsons (all told . . . 75 children) studied and played ball 
while A.M, Roland and sister, Myrtle, kept watch. We made our 
own balls and bats, but the sweetest memories were when our 
parents hitched ‘‘Beck’’ and “Tom” to the wagons and down 
to the old brush arbor Baptist meetings at the cemetery we 
would go, where brothers A. H. Appling, J.H. Petty, G. H. M, 
Wilson, W.L,. Atkins, and J. H. Kimble preached the word of 
God and souls were saved. Baptism was in the beautiful clean 
San Antonio river. 
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GRADUATION CLASS OF KENEDY 191 


The Kenedy High School graduation class of 1918taken May 24, left to right, Clyde Young Vivian 
Jones, Bright Hoefner, Grace Ruhmann, Roy Rogers, Bessie Rutledge, and Alice Kauffmann. 
The little girls are Mildred Burris and Merle Rutledge. 
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THE POTENTIALITIES 


OF KARNES COUNTY 


By ODELL PHILLIPS 

. «« Not to go back is some- 
what to advance . « . (Ibid) 

The potentialities of Karnes 
County are promising. It has 
the possibility of developing fur- | 
ther, but development depends | 
on dollars and to grow youmust | 
bring in new dollars. There are 
three basic dollars to be con- 
sidered: Industrial, Agricul- 
tural and Transit, and this 
County has an excellent oppor- 


tunity to promote all three. © 
Karnes County can become 


the CARE county in the next 
year or so if you,:as an indi- 
vidual, CARE enough to support - 
it. Start by taking inventory 
of your needs. Are they filled 
adequately? Do you have aposi- 
tive attitude and a desire to 
move forward? They are indeed 
necessary to be a part of eco- 
nomic growth. 


26 


Fortunately, Karnes County 
is nestled 
plains area of the state, spa- 
cious, well populated and en- 
riched by the presence of gas 
and oil. It could be the ‘‘Gar- 
den of Eden’’ for new indus- 
tries. We know we have suf- 
ficient accomodations, but have 
we thrown out the ‘‘welcome 
mat?’’ We live in an era where 
one must spend a dollar today 
in hope of making two tomorrow. 
Extend an attractive invitation 
to companies, industries and 
concerms to establish here. You 
can help by giving a helping 
hand in landscaping this county 
with new industry and watch it 
grow with- prosperity. 

This community has the po- 
tential to grow, but there are 
some MUSTS. Karnes County 
must be competitive and to meet 
competition you must beat it. 
There must also be a DEPT in 
Leadership. An awakening inthe 
leadership of Kenedy, Karnes 
County and the entire country 
is needed. Leadership is the 
key to everything. In order to 
grow successfully in our county 
we must do a little gardening. 
Plant two rows of peas, pre- 
paredness amd perseverance, 
two rows of squash, squash in- 
difference, squash criticism, 2 
rows of lettuce, let us be un~ 
selfish, let us be truthful and 
two rows of turnips, turn up 
with enthusiasm and turn up 
with a smile. 

That far off land we dream 
about ‘‘where every man is his 
own architect”’ could be Karnes 
County, Texas, USA. You may 
not be interested in the many 
potentialities that exist in your 
community. But to those who 
are interested and work untir- 
ingly to promote their own town 
remember ‘‘the test of our 
progress is not whether we add 
more to the abundance of those. 
who have plenty; it is whether 
we provide enough forthose who 
have too lirtle.”” 
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SPECIAL 


tablished the Kenedy Flower Shop in 1947. 
Mrs.Parker retired in 1952;and ‘‘Sis’’ Lin-] 
hart was joined in partnership by Mrs.Otto 
Fuller. 


@ FUNERAL DESIGNS 


KENEDY 
FLOWER SHOP 


Phone OL9-2435 or OL9-2164 


A HOMESICK BOY 


This picture was taken in England and was he homesick— 
yes—and Francis (his wife now) tells us he was very much 
in‘ love at this time. So meet Kenneth Stockton who owns 
Stockton’s TV and Appliance in Kenedy. 
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| . 6b6Qq 9) 
| Dalmon Sims, at the modern Double “S’ Restaurant on Hiway 181 South, where 
| good food is served in air cooled comfort. 

| 


Sims’ have been preparing walinags reels Subdued decor, background music,and air 
for almost half-a-century.Boyston Sims is cooled comfort combine to make the 
shown here at the old Corner Cafe, which Double “‘S’’ a good place to dine. 


the Sims’ operated from 1927 until 1940. 


DOUBLE "S” 


restaurant 
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By MRS, MILDRED McGoldrick 


The Community of Greenthat 
| remember had two general 
stores, a cotton gin, a gervice 
station, a garage, a school, a 
church, and good, kind-hearted, 
generous people. The historical 
facts behind the development 
of the community are vague in 
my mind. The reminiscing of 
my parents and relatives was 
my only source of information 
on the history of the town. 

In the beginning, back in 1866 
67, there was only a railroad 
switch at the site which later 
became Green. Called Nichols 
Switch, this was the highest 
point onthe S.A.A.P. Railroad 
and was a flag stop for thepas- 
senger trains. The only conven- 
ience for those meeting the 
trains was a mesquite tree to 
which they tied their horses. 
This was also a P.O.O.R, Sta- 
tion (put off at owner's risk) for 

package delivery. Prepaid 
packages were tossed from the 
train as it slowed down at the 
switch, and it was the reci- 
pient’s responsibility tobe 
there to pick up the package 
addressed to him. 
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AS | REMEMBER GREEN. 
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As the community began to 
develop, the need for a school 
arose. The first building was 
the schoolhouse. In the early 
years of the community, it was 
called Pullin, and thefirst post- 
office was in that name. The 
first Postmaster was Mr. Bar- 
bee, followed by Miss America 
Holmes, Dan DeLeon, and final- 
ly, my father, C.L. Gary. The 
founders of the town of Green 
were Green and Welhausen, who 
planned atown which never quite 
developed into what they had 
hoped for. These are but a few 
of the facts on the origin of 
Green, and they may be inac- 
curate because I am only re- 
peating what was told to me. 
Some of our older citizens can 
tell fascinating, exciting stories 
of the begianings of all our com- 
munities in this area-stories 
which are well worth listening 
to and which should be recorded. 

My memories of Green begin 
quite a few years after the 
founding of the community. | 
suppose my first memory is 
of the school, which was then 
about three-fourths of a mile 
from our home.I remember how 
I loved my first-grade teacher, 
who began teaching in Green 
when she was still Miss Cat- 
herine Benson. My younger son 
was just as happy when she 
taught him in the fourth grade, 
but he will always remember 
her as Mrs. Russell. The school 
house at Green was typical of 
so many of the country schools 
which have become a part of 
our past. | can’t remember 
whether there weretwoorthree 
rooms in the building, but I do 
remember that several grades 
were taught in one room by each 
teacher. The first through the 
eighth grades were taught by 
two ( or maybe three)teachers, 
At recess, we amused ourselv- 
es by playing baseball and vol- 
ley ball on the grounds, as well 
as by having water fights art the 
drinking fountain in front of the 
building. We carried our lunpch- 
es to school, and I can still 
remember the smell of the 
fruit when we opened the door 


eee My venient icy ed 
“sain tea? este Dove: ra ty pers 
UAT . sitet jet) dR psa 
“20 AM aa Tocmkm iL ie 
Kase WM Gd De Ohey Load 
«eri Twas efit 16) acl | etl oh 
of) ge LS) pa ea Vi 
en) le pod ew) ws eset i) 4 
ie . coal! WW bey o osag) spsw 
yup wove tod) wore Peanelg 
‘et yvorr Ieow oz Eeatewad 
wile wunwrasesd? iS Beane, 
to. nigrio sat ep. erat.odt Wi 
renl od yam yod) ome death: 
“a7 Yio Mo |. owbesal—eeeris 
out oO) lio) alw ane giiteeg 
BS anes media wo Jo agin 
eiatie waa erilyenianet ile 
2270 (fa ho ggoine ft att Jo 
SMEOTe“S9TS gicl f) esl 
Saltomal oficwy ‘ae 445 Melder 
bebtyoe «df Nua ole fine a9 
tae ayo We edleeriaen yi 
aj ce) eraey We) A wwe, 
. .vanieome oda & ‘anid 
mS Yewuree wT). vit. teesce 
HAD 2a” Goi'w' Jeorce shi WM 
altai ys Ye eirvelévoy dy teed, 
OOP SEAN Rtee) il uo mew 
«T9851 SNe ige ait Ya bevel! | 
ete), 1. gitoes) deased ofw 
“hi? WOPA flats cow an waite 
Aer Tgnoy YA .ueKetl seri 
ott dadw youd we ve eu 
hey Give) ads wh pd atone 
twimee: eyealhy Fa! sa’ tut 
loodee ody .[to ee UM ne sed 
lo Unviqy? sew erst)  baped 
Chena. Yet ea) 2) wise oF 
1 fg 8 SNR seed ede 
‘sine: foes] En the 
WIE TOOW Phew wane) 4 bAeiw 
Gb i dvd eetirud 907 a watodny 
sobeny imran tects edt 
s 7.) TAA Hho fii JGg a! ave 
od) Qyiered) weld od? .ceices? 
Wve) stiw ankeny drdgio 
oe RO Hite otuass yo )- ra 
“vias do Graehe oe! yaborery §A- 
“le ore Liwksed gaayihtg yd ues 
ihe a ately DATO Mad yet 
etd Sa. mgt o Ree per ge yl da 
+22) mete) Wem antieih 
“ial tat Ledvass oW galled ji “sh 
‘ive ozo | tele fomdiag. of os “ hagntisn “fl 
ott % Hoare off terlaedtton <ead) oi + pA? ott 
10d afs Gaseoy a ofdy Siad 


ee 
Hil 


| 
tial! 
eH 


2 
if 
fs 


i 


to the ‘‘Cloakroom’’ just in- 
side of the entrance to the build- 
ing. I also remember a box 
supper at the schoolhouse; the 
costume I wore as I played the 
part of Priscilla Mullens in the 
school’s presentation of Long- 
fellow’s ‘‘Courtship of Miles 
Standish;’’ the Christmas par- 
ties we had, making decorations 
for the tree cut in the pasture 
neafby, giving gifts to each 


other which were mainly fruit | 
-and candy. Later, I remember | 


that the schoolhouse was used 
for holding elections. I’m sure 
that my memories of a country 
school are the same as those 
of so many others inthis area 

My’ next memery of Green is 
of the Baptist Church, which 
was built about a mile in the 
other direction from our home, 
near Leonard Marshall’s home. 
We- walked up a sandy road 
through the pasture to go to 
Sunday School. Occasionally 


there would be an all day meet~ | 
“dinner on the | 


ing, with 
ground,’ when all the families 
would bring picnic lunches. La- 
ter, the church was rebuilt near 
our store and home. This was 
another one-room building, and 
I can remember that our Sun- 
day School ‘‘rooms’’ were par- 
titioned by drawing burlap cur- 
tains between the benches. I 
can also remember _ studying 
hard to try to be the last one 
standing when we had our Bible 
verse contests. These contests 
were similar to a spelling bee, 
with each child repeating verses 
from the Bible and sitting down 
when he could not think of 
another verse. The church 
building was later moved fur- 
ther from the highway, where it 
remained until fire destroyed it 
just a few years ago. Afterthat, 
it was rebuilt at its present 
location. 

Another very clear memory 
of Green is ‘‘Miss Pearl's 
Store.’’ Miss Pearl Green ran 
the store just a few yards down 
the highway from ours, and it 
was here that us ‘‘Gary kids”’ 
spent about half our time. We 
sat in her store visiting with 
Miss Pearl; or if we had an 
occasional extra penny, for 
sepnding, we spent long minutes 
before her candy case, trying to 
decide which piece of candy to 
buy. There were many times, 
too, when she had to reprimand 
us for running in the fron 
door and out the back door of 
her store. Miss Pearl was a 
favorite of all the children in 
the communtiy; she was never 


too busy to visit with us. She 
lived with her sister, Miss An- 
nie, her brother, Mr. Tom, and 
her mother on a farm a few 
miles from Green. Mr. Tom 
Green was also the first depot 
agent in Green. 

Across the highway from 
Miss Pearl’s Store was the 
Kolinek Gin. Mr. and Mrs. H. 
J. Kolinek lived near the gin, 
which was owned and operated 
by several Kolinek brothers. 
During the cotton season, the 
gin ran from early in the morn- 
ing until far into the night. 
There is a vague memory in 
my mind of bales of cotton 
standing on a large platform 
near. the railroad. Since I was 
only a-child at the time, the 
business angle of cotton ginning 
didn’t impress me, but I do re- 


member that running across the 
tops of the cotton bales and 
playing hide-and-seek among 
them was great fun. 

The service station and ga~ 
rage are not too clear in my 
memory. The service station 
was located a few yards south 
of our store, and the garage 
was about half a mile to the 
north. My uncle, W.F, Coward, 
owned the garage and still lives 
in his home which was directly 
behind the garage. 

The. memories clearest in 
my mind, of course, are those 


of our own home and store. | 


When my children question me 
about my childhood, they al- 
ways begin with the words “‘in 
the old days,’’ but I like to 
think that those days were not 
too long ago. For example, it 
is hard for them to understand 
chat we had no electricity in 
yur home when we were 
children. There were no power 
lines to the rural areas at that 
time. One of the greatest thrills 
of our childhood was the wiring 
of our home for electric lights. 
The power for the lights came 
from a generator in our back 
yard - a Delco plant. It was 
the duty of my older brothers 
to start the Delco early enough 
in the afternoon to generate the 
power for the lights at night. 
If the lights dimmed or sud- 
denly went out at night, the 
Delco had to be started again 
to build up the power. Later, 
2.E.A. lines were run to the 
sural areas. 

Our store was atypical coun- 
try store, a combination of 
grocery and market. dry goods, 
hardware, and service station. 
In front of the store was a 


za) 


gasoline pump which was filled 
with a hand lever when a sale 
was made. Inside, one.,wall was 
covered with shelves of shoes, 
hats, bolts of cloth, shirts, trou- 
sers, and boxes of thread. There 
were display cases for watches, 
pocket knives, needles, pins, 
clocks, and dozens of other 
small items. There were other 
shelves and cases for every- 


thing from face powder to castor 
oil; there were cabinets for 
nuts and bolts and screws, racks 
for brooms, mops, hoes and 
rakes, rope, oilcloth. There was 
a big ice-box for cold drinks, 


a large hand operated coffee | 


grinder, a big vinegar barrel, 
and a kerosene pump. On the 
other side of the store were 
the groceries. Many years ago, 
the staple products were bought 
in bulk and packaged as they 
were sold. The long counter on 
one side of the store contain- 
ed bins for flour, sugar, and 
beans which were sold in small 
quantities. These were also sold 
in twenty-five and fifty pound 
sacks. Later, a refrigerated 


meat counter was added, and | 


fresh meats were sold. 

On Saturday, when I was still 
a small child, it was a thrill 
to me to dress in my best and 
ride in the big truck with Dad 
when he made his trip to the 
wholesale houses in Kenedy to 
pick up the supplies he needed 
for the store. Since I was the 
only girl in the family, I wasn’t 
allowed to do too many things 
in the store, but occasionally 
I was permitted to ‘‘candle’’ 
-the eggs, in one corner of the 
store with a light bulb inside 
and a small hole in one en. 
The eggs were ‘‘candled’’ by 
holding them in the small hole 
so that the light from inside 
would shine through. 

In the opposite corner of the 
store was a slightly larger 
space partitioned off for the 
post office. We were taught 
early that this corner was for- 
bidden territory; we were not 
‘permitted even to open thedoor 
to the postoffice until we were of 
age to be sworn inas assistants 
to the postmaster. Inside there 
were small ‘‘cubbyholes’’ into 
which the letters were placed 
after the mail was assorted for 
delivery. The packages were 
placed on shelves. The mail was 
delivered and picked up by the 
train. The incoming mail was 
thrown from the train as it 
went through Green without 
stopping. In the afternoons, Dad 
“‘worked up” the outgoing mail 
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and placed it in a heavy sack 
with: a lock on the opening. 
Across the highway beside the 
railroad track was a mail catch- 
er. The mailbag was hung on 
this cathcer; and as the train 
which was to pick up the out- 
going mail came through, a 
metal hook on the door to the 
mail car grasped the mailsack, 
‘which was then pulled into the 
car. All this was done with no 
slackening of speed by thetrain. 
Quite often, these mailsacks 


contained some very imeresting 
packages. { | Someofthe young 
men of the community trapped 
‘animals and sold the skins. 
. These skins were packaged and 
mailed, and no markings were 
necessary on the outside of the 
packages to indicate what was 
inside - the aroma told all. 
These are all some of he 
more pleasant memortes of my 
childhood in Green. There are 
others which are not so plea- 
sant. So manytimes, when men- 
tion is made of Green, people 
remember the many burglaries 
of the C.L. Gary Store. Oneac- 
count I read recently in brief 
history of the community stated 
that there were thirty-two bur- 
glaries in a period of eleven 
years, but I’m sure there were 
many more than that. At least, 
it seemed so. For a long time, 
we had no way of knowing when 
the burglars were there until 
the store was opened next morn- 
ing. Finally, Gene Burris and 
Dad engineered a burglaralarm 
which set off a bell beside Dad's 
bed any time a door or window 
was opened at the store several 
hundred feet away. The alarm 
worked beautifully, except for 
one thing - it also rang the bell 
if a strong wind happened to 
._ cross the two -wires which 
stretched from the store to the 
house. Several middle-of-the- 
night trips were made down the 
fence row behind our house to 
the store to catch a burglar 
who wasn’t there. The accounts 
of the burglaries failto mention 
another small item, too. Some 
of the windows in our home 


would not stay up when they - 


were raised, because they had 
no weights in them. At bedtime, 
the loaded double-barrelled 
shotguns were placed by the 
beds, which were near the win- 
dows, in anticipation of hearing 
the alarm ring in the middle of 
the night. Too often, the guns 
_ fell and went off, and the bul- 


lets always went through the 


window facings and severed the 
cords which held the window 
weights. 

All in all, a childhood in the 


Community of Green was far . 


from dull. It was full of excite- 
ment and fun and good people. 
The names of the families we 
knew in the church, school, and 
store will always be with us— 
hames such as Rogers, Stock- 
ton, Vickery, Simmons, Harris, 
Murphy, Coward, Scott, Green, 
Cunningham, Puckett, Johnson, 
Wernli, Holmes, Gordon, Mar- 
shal, Reynolds, Barbee, Lister, 
Munson, Mills, to mention just 
a few. Each day of remember- 
ing would always bring another 
name of another family who has 
contributed and will continue 
contributing to our community. 


PAGES OF 
THE PAST 


1937 FAMOUS RUNGE 
POULTRY JUDGING TEAM 
WINS IN NATIONAL 


The famous Runge Poultry 
Judging Team was treated with 
a chicken barbecue upon re- 
turning home from the National 
Poultry Judging Contest at 
St. Louis, Mo., where they won 
“Reserve Championship” 
honors for Vocational Schoolon 
Monday October 14, 1929. Ed 
Parnell was coach of the team. 
The team was composed of 
Bill Lewis, Carrol Warmer, and 
Ralph Bolden. Warner placed 
fifth high point individual in 
the contest. 

Three hundred people — 
friends of the team, were in 
attendance of the barbarcue. 
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NATURAL GAS WAS 
TURNED ON IN RUNGE 
OCTOBER FIFTEENTH, 1937 


Natural gas pipeline was built 
making available to thetowns of 
Karnes City, Kenedy, Runge, 
Nordheim and Yorktown, na- 
tural gas for fuel and lights. 
. Gas was first turned on in 
Runge on October 15. 1929. 
Lighting of a large flare on the 
school campus was the signal 
of the completion of the new 
gas system. A large crowi of 
residents attended the lighting 
ceremony. 
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KARNES CITY, TEXAS . . . CHRISTMAS 1894 
Left to right, Daniel Smith, William Leslie Smith, and Virgil A. Smith. Daniel Smith was the 
principal of the Kenedy school in 1901-1902. He taught in Karnes County for six years his first 
school being at Helena. His wife, Mrs. Maude Robuck Smith, was the daughter of the late Mr. 
and Mrs. Rufus Robuck, who came to Karnes County before the war between the states and 
settled near Helena, Texas. Daniel Smith died at the age of 81 years and was buried at San 
Marcos, July 2, 1954. 
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: A “f ee a 2 At j& 
KENEDY GRADE SCHOOL 
CAN YOU FIND YOURSELF HERE? 


STORE AT GREEN 


The old C.L, Gary General Merchandise store located at Green, See Milared McGoldrick’s 
story, ‘‘As I Remember Green.”’ 
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Incorporated into the Farmer’s 
Co-Operative Gin in1944 by Mr. 
John W, Jones Sr., one of the 
owners of the Farmer’s GinCo., 
the Farmer’s Co-op Gin is the 
only cotton gin in Kenedy. In 
1958 it was expanded to include 
elevators and a 500,000 bu. grain 
storage unit. Mr. Floyd Swoap 
is the present manager. They 
receive all types of grain, gin 
cotton, and provide approved 
bonded warehouse facilities. 
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PICTURES FROM 
THE PAST 
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IN THE GOOD DAYS 


All dressed up in “‘buttons and bows"’ fora family snapshot. Those were truly the good old days 
when all the family were together ...to work together and play together. Left to right in the 
picture are Rudolph McCoy of Kenedy, ZS, McCoy, father (deceased), Everette McCoy of Ken- 
edy, Douglas McCoy of Lubbock, Virgil McCoy of Childress (holding the baby), Ruth Coulter 


(baby in arms) of Calallen, Edgar McCoy (behind bicycle) of Kenedy, Lois Bain of Kenedy; Mrs. 
!:.va G, McCoy (mother) of Kenedy and Victoria Perry of Odessa. == 
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CAMP NO. 178 


Back in 1902 our bands played marches mostly, NOT — Be-bop, jazz or Rock & Roll. This 
WOW band was often heard, and when you look on the back row you see Otto Mumme (leader) 
Cole Devers, T.A, (Gus) Miller, J, Ed Hill, P.R, Goff Sr., August C, Dietze, M.E, Scoville, 
A. W. McGall, Pete Blaise, and seated on the bench, Don Smith, F.F, Bledsoe, Miss Bertis 


J. Brenham 
young folks with (handlebar mustaches 


Bledsoe, Willis Treadwell, V.A, Smith, and in front of them seated on the floor 
Treadwell, Chas S, Hunter, Sam or Edwin Buck. These 
and all) were ever ready to strike up a tune, 
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DOWN BY THE DEPOT 


(In the olden days folks used to loveto go and meet the train. In Runge in 1903 you find this band 
waiting to see the train go through just playing their hearts out. On the JD. Nichols ranch, 


south side of Kenedy all day meetings would be held and this group would go and furnish the 
music, 
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It Pays To Read 
The Advertising 


Says AUBREY STIMSON 


In 1925, during the exciting 
days of the Karnes County Fair, 
Marcellus Rackley, who owned 
Rackley Furniture Co., adver- 
tised that the first couple who 
would get married in his store 
would receive a fourpiece bed- 
room suite asa wedding gift.” 
Sweethearts Ila Sims and Hugh 
Green were the first to take 
Mr. Rackley up on the offer and 
had their wedding ceremony 
performed just inside the door 
of Rackley’s. The crowd at- 
tending was so large the street 
in front was blocked off. The 
preacher would not accept the 
customary fee and a friend even 
purchased the marriage license 
for them. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Green, who are still residents 
of Kenedy and are still using 
that ‘“‘same’’ bedroom suite, 
really found “‘it pays to read 
the advertising.’’ 
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A - MOTORING WE DID GO... 

It was a big event in the lives of the two little girls in the back seat of this real snazzy 
“‘machine’’ the day Mrs. J.W. Nichols took her daughter, Marguerite, and niece, Elizabeth 
Autry Hampton for a ride. In the background is the old ball park. 
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COUPLE OF LOVE BIRDS 
Above is Anna Derum (Bailey) and Gold Pullian (Mrs. Jim 


Elder) all dressed in their ‘best. 


WHAT A CUTE LITTLE FELLOW 
this is that handsome ‘‘bnute’’ 


You wouldn’t believe this but, 
Steve Crews’ that you will run into down at THE BROWN & 


CREWS sometimes} 
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EVENTS RECORDED IN 
FIRST KARNES COUNTY 


NEWSPAPER 1937 


W.E. PORTER BUYS 
FIRST AUTO IN COUNTY 

Mr. W.E, Porter of Runge 
buys first automobile in Karnes 
County, model ‘‘S’’ Ford Road- 
ster, shaft drive 2 speeds for- 
ward, and one reverse, order- 
ed directly from Ford Factory 
and shipped by freight with two 
other cars ‘‘Knocked down’’ to 
Yorktown, Texas, through E, 


Eckhardt and sons. It had to be 
uncrated and set up and put to- 
gether—this took a couple of 
days. After which it was push- 
ed out to the middle of the street 
and finally after reading the in- 
struction book, the car was 
cranked, up and started, the 
crowd faded away and left Mr. 
Porter with the street all to 
himself—plenty of room. Mr. 
Porter's second car was aReo, 
his 3rd a Cadillac, his 4th a 
Reo and then a Buick. His widow 
now lives in Beeville. 


THE JUDGE > 


Judge William A, Little was County Judge for Karnes County 
and Post master of Karnes City in the year 1895-1913. = 


Agricultural Implemenrs 
We are just in receipt of a car, 
Consisting of the celebrated 
Deere Plows, Harrows, Stalk 
Cutters, Banner Planters, Cul- 


tivators, Double Shovels, Etc., 
of which we invite your inspec- 
tion. 


Reiffert & Tips — 
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1939 P.T.A. SINGING GROUP ON THE AIR 

In July, 1939, these ladies representing the Kenedy P.T.A. 
sang in San Antonio on the Liberty Mills Community Choir 
Contest over Radio Station-W.0.A.]1, accompanied by Edwin 


Holchak ar the piano. We don’t know the results of the contest, 
_but we.do know. they were GOOD, The ladies are left t right; 
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Mary Lois (Bain) Roper, Dorothy (Mueller) Slack, Frieda B. 
(Graham) Goff, Abbie (Rutledge) David, Jimmy Lee Bain, June 
(Killingsworth) Stewart, Mrs. Seymour (wife of -principal of 
school), Mrs. Mary Bain Killingsworth, Bess Holchak, Hattie 
Goff, Ruth McManus, Mattilois Milling Edwards; Elvie Huber, 
Christine Mueller, and Nancy Etta (Kauffmann) Avant. 
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Kenedy Schools 


By SUPERINTENDENT WELDON BYNUM 


May I say in the beginning that the Kenedy Schools have al- 
ways enjoyed the reputation for being one of the better school 
systems in this area of the state. This fine reputation is the 
result of much planning and hard work on the part of all school 
heard menmibers, the school administrators and teaching staffs 
froin the beginning of the Kenedy Schools until the present time. 
The citizens of our town have froin the beginning of the Public 
Scheols in Kenedy supported the school in a most generous way. 

Now for a brief description of the Kenedy Schools of the 
present day. The professional! staff is now composed of sixty- 
nine members. No section or room in our school has more 
students than the maxitnum standard set by the Texas Educa- 
then Agency. By eliminating over crowded conditions, teachers 
and students are able to do a far better quality of work. 


jects added to the curriculuin 
of our Junior School are Home 
l.conomics for girls and Indus- 
trial Arts sfors boys. . ane 
science program in the Junior 
tligh Schoo] now has laboratory 
facilities in order ro have an 
outstanding Science program. 
The Music Departnients of the 
Junior School include a very 
fine band pregraim and in 1963- 
64 for the first time a Choral 
Credit, Solid Geometry - 1/2 
Credit, Trignometry -1/2Cre- 
dit. 
SOCIAL SCIENCE (3 Credits): 
World History - 1 Credit, 
United States History - i Cre- 


In the Primary Schools a well 
rounded program is offered 
which {ncludes library facilities 
and a full time public school 
music teacher, The health ser- 
vices in the Kenaly Schools are 
staffed by a registered nurse 
and volunteers froin the mein- 
vership of the Parent Teachers 
Association. 

The Juntur School! program 
has been expanded during the 
past two years to the point 
wherehy students have some 
choice of subjects rather than 
all being required to take the 
Saine scholastic work. New sub= 


id 


dit, Civics - 1/2 Credit, Texas 
llistory - 1/2 Credit. { 
NATURAL SCIENCE (4 Credits) 

General Science - 1 Credit, 
Biology - 1 Credit, Chemistry 
- | Credit, Physics - 1 Credit. 
VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS (12 
Credits): 

Home Economics-3 Credits, 
Vocational Agriculture- 4 Cre- 
dits, Distributive Education - 
4 Credits. 

BUSINESS (4 CREDITS): 

Typing - 2 Credits, Book- 
keeping - 1 Credit, Shorthand- 
i Credit. 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS: 2 Credits. 
MECHANICAL DRAWING: 1 
Credit. 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDU- 
CATION: 2 Credits. 

BAND; 2 Credits. 

Driver Education if offeredin 
the summer in the Kenedy High 
school as a non-credit course. 

Seventeen credits are requir~ 
ed for’ graduation of a!l the 
classes up to and including the 

1906S graduating ciass. The 1966 
graduating class will be requir- 
ed to have eighteen credits. Of 
the total number of credits re- 
quired for graduation, the State 
requires 9 1/2 credits with the 
remainder being electives. The 
local schooi requires ll 1,2 
credits with the remainder be- 
ing electives. The required cre- 
dits are: English - 3 Credits, 
Math - 2 Credits, Social Science 
~ 2 1/2 Credits, Natural Science 
- 2 Credits and either Band or. 
PE. — 2 Credits: 

During the past two years a 
one half credit in Texas His- 
tory and one credit in Mechani- 
cal Drawing have been added to 
the High School curriculum. Be- 
ginning the 1961-1962 school 
year a full-time Counselor was 


Group in which students who are 
not in the band program may 
have opportunity to participate 
in Choir work. The Health and 
Physical Education prograiis 
of the Junior School are con- 
ducted under full time physical 
education teachers. We now 
feel that the curriculuin offer- 
ed the students of the Kenedy 
High Schooi is one of the broad- 
est possibie for a schoo! of this 
size. Forty-one credits are of- 
fired in the Kenedy High School 
which gives a student quite a 
selection of electives in addi- 
tien to the required courses, 
he -High School offers the fol- 
lowing courses and credits; 
lL-ANGUAGE (7 CREDITS); 

English - 4 Credits, Speech~ 
1 Credit, Spanish - 2 Credits 
MATH (5 CREDITS): 
: General Math-] Credit, Alge- 
Se I ; 1 Credit, Algebra [I - 

Credit, Plane Geometry - | 
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SWEET 
MEMORIES 


Kenedy High 
School P-TA 


By MRS, JESSIE CHACE 


The Kenedy P.T.A. was or- 
ganized in the year 1913, with 
Mrs. W, R, Caldwell elected 
‘President. 

Mrs. D.C, McManus served 
as presidert the following 3 
years. 

The organization Operated as 
one unit until 1952. It was at 
that time, ted to organize 
separate High School and Ele- 
mentary P.T.A,'s. 

On May 29, 1952 the parents 
of High School students and 
their teachers met and organi- 
zed the High School P.T.A, with 
Mrs. Maude Mudd elected 
president, Mrs. Fre rking, 
Secretary, Mrs. Lois Falvella, 
treasurer. Committee chair- 
men appointed were, Mrs. Ken- 
neth Brownlow, Mrs. Fred 
Johnson, Mrs. Rose Martin, 
Mrs. Jesse Shaw, Mrs. Bennie 
Sarrett, Mrs. Edgar McCoy. 

The objects of the P.T.A.are 
as follows: 

“Thou who are our Creator 
and our God: 

We thank Thee for all the 
Blessings Thou hast bestowed 
upon us and especially for the 
gift of our children. We ask 
that Thou wilt endow us with 
wisdom and vision in our care 
and nurture of them. May we 
be Thine instruments to lead 
our children to a realization of 
Thy power and Thy love. 

Bless Thou our fellowship as 
we work for the children of our 
land. Lead us in steadfastness 
and faith toward the solution of 
the great problems that confront 
our world today. 

Consecrate us to Thy service 
and to the service of all child- 
ren, everywhere,.”’ 

The association has spon- 
sored many worthwhile projects 
throughout the years, as set up 
in the above objects. 


In 1916 the P.T.A. sold sub- 
scriptions for the Farm and 
Ranch and the Holland’s maga- 
zines as a fund raising project. 
The money received was over 
$100.00. It was used to improve 
the water works system at the 
school plant, also drinking foun- 
tains were installed. At this 
time Kenedy had no city water 
works and no sewerage system. 
In the year 1962-63 the High 
School P.T.A, co-sponsored the 
Oral Sabine Polio Vaccination 
program. 

The elected officers for 1963- 
64 are as follows: 

Mrs. C,H. Spiers, president; 
Dr. Ruth Chaney, vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Willis Henry, secre- 
tary; Mrs. Wesley Chace, trea- 
surer and Mrs. Otis Fuqua, 
program chairman was appoint- 
ed. 

Meeting date, 3rd Monday, 
7:30 p.m., Kenedy High School. 


DID YOU KNOW? - 


KENEDY LIONS WIN DISTRICT 
CHAMPIONSHIP YEAR 1935. 
and go onto Regional. 


employed in the Kenedy High 
School devoting her time to 
counseling and guidance of the 
High School students. Beginning 
in 1963-64 school year Distri- 
butive Education will be offer- 
ed in the Kenedy Schools. For 
the first time in a number of 
years the High School will have 
a Choral Club. 

The desire and intention of the 
Board of Trustees and the Ad- 
ministration isto make the Ken- 
edy Schools the finest in this 
area. The boys and girls of Ken- 
edy deserve the best.— 
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Poko eMbe LIN. GeOE-YESTERY EAR 
This group of fine looking ladies are shown as they attended one of the earlier P,T,A, meetings 
held at the old Baptist Church, They are standing, back row: Mrs, John Rutledge, Mrs, J.L. 
Bain, Mrs. Fussell, Mrs. A.B, Whitley. 2nd row: Mrs. Poe....... 7, Mrs. Adolph Kauff- 


mann Sr., Mrs. Otto Ainsworth, Mrs. W.T. Courson, Mrs, Istalene Russell. Seated, 3rd row: 


Mrs. C.G, Hallmark, Mrs. Dora Reasoner, Mrs. Van (Ruth) Ingram, Mrs. D.C, McManus, Mrs. 
W.R, Caldwell, and Mrs. H.F, Payne. 
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KENEDY P.T.A. (1914) 


This picture was taken at a meeting of the P.T.A, held at the school when the Kenedy P.T,A 
was in its infancy, having been organized only the year before. Pictured are top row: Standing 
—T.P. Walker (teacher), Miss Lale Bridge (Mrs. Archie Ammons), Miss Lillie Mae Licius, 
Miss Louis Jones, Miss Sims (teacher), Mrs. A.B, Whitley, Mrs. R, J. Evans, Mrs, Foster 
Martin, Mrs. C.G, Hallmark, C,G, Hallmark (School Superintendent of Kenedy Public Schools). 
Bottom row; Seated—Mrs. Eugene Eckols, Mrs. W.R. Caldwell, Mrs. A.F. Kauffmann, Eliza- 
beth McManus, Mrs. D.C, McManus, Dudley McManus II, Mrs. Fussell, Mrs. Henry (Mae) 
Mueller, and Mrs. Ellis. 
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KUHINELS 
Hardware 


The Kuhnel and Rzeppa store-taken in 
Karnes City in 1910. Shown are (1 to R) 
Charlie W. Rzeppa, “‘Cousin Bill Smith 
Sylvester J. Kuhnel, Robt. C. Seale, and 
Gootlieb F. Rzeppa. 


Shown in front of shelves of attractively 
displayed small appliances and gifts,are 
Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Kuhnel Sr.,and F. B. 
Kuhnel Jr. in their new, modern store. 
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ALVIN A.SALGE 


Alvin A. Salge, serving Karnes County 
residents for 32 years. 


RUNGE WINS $50.00 
ON KARNES COUNTY 
EXHIBIT AT ViCTORIA 
Runge-Future Farmers won 
first prize onthe Karnes County 
exhibit at the district fair at 
Victoria, October 11, 1928. 
The county exhibit was 
gathered and prepared by the 
Runge boys, assisted by E.D,. 
Parnell, Voc. Ag.teacher. They 
received a check for $50.00. 


It is not who is right, but 
what is right, that is important. 
You can tell when you are on 
the right road — it’s upgrade. 


-One of the hardest secrets 
for man is his opinion of him- 
self. 


The best way to get more out 
of life is to nut more into it. 


YOU 


fusunaxce 


ndeperdent 
AGENT 


sscevey eee /Ftast™ 


There’s no limit to the height 
a man can attain by remaining 
on the level. 


A life lived just to satisfy 
one’s self never satisfies any- 
body. 

You can learn more by letting 
the other fellow tell you all he 
knows than you can learn by 
telling him all you know, 
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SCHOOL DAYS' 


SCHOOL DAYS' 


In the year of 1912 you could look out of your window and see these little tots going to school 
+ + « today you can look out of your car window and see some of the same folks .. . some fat 
+ + + Some grey . . . some baldheaded ... but .. . remember they are making history for to- 
morrow. Some of the names are unknown, but you will find Bryan Butler, Curtis Benedict, 
Charlie Hunter, Lotta Manlone, Viola Ables, Effie McClane Williams, Harry Benedict, Lucille 
Butler, Elton Massey, James Russell, Loyd (Bugg) Martin, Fletcher Boone, Scovill McCaskill, 
Clyde Franklin, Allen Skeet Hinton, Hattie Choate, Ora Jones, Beulah Chastain, Noreen Butler, 
Bessie Butler, Lucille Dimalin, Luois Fikes, William Russell Stewart, Alice Butler, Bonnie 
Adams, Clara Lane, Gwen Parker, Fannie McCaskill, Corine Rutledge, Burrage, Georgia May, 
Bess Jones, Kathleen Young Gilley, Abbie Mixon, Mary May, Ted Russell, Pat Mixon, Eugene 
Eckols, Velma Haywood, Velma Thames, and Sykes Chastain, 


T’was the year of 1937 


June .. . School auditorium 
and athletic field to be dedicat- 
ed . . . Evans re-elected head 
of Kenedy Chamber of Com- 
merce . thermometer hits 
100 degree mark as summer 
begins .. . Four Kenedy Scouts 
leave for national jamboree at 
Washington, 

July .. . Heat record hits 
108 mark .. . Claude Holley 
named secretary of Kenedy 
Chamber of Commerce. 

August . . . Roy Rogers 
scores double eagle on local 
golf course .. Grammar 
school judged too dangerous for 
use. 


September ...no rains... 

October . .. No rainfall. 

October 21, Beneficial rains 
fall to break drouth .. . Work- 
men begin work on grammar 
school, 

November . . . San Antonio 
River pollution investigated by 
Health dept. Work orders for 
new highway. 

December . . . McAda and 
Ricks named on all-district 
football team... 


March . . . Welton Ruhmann 
voted one of five most popular 
students at A & MCollege... 


\SO 


ane an ee yearsoid’ Eddie 
Ruhmann gets deer . .. Post- 


‘office receipts show increase 


over previous year ... Hel- 
muth Schuenemann goes to Aus~ 
tin for Legislative duties ... 
Kenedy has extra good fire re~ 


cord. 
Feb. .. . Plans for formal 


opening of new post office being 
made}... 


May .. .. La:nar Hunt takes 
first place in high hurdles event 
at state meet ... 38 get di- 
plomas at high school exer- 
cises. 
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KENEDY PUBLIC SCHOOL, KENEDY, TEXAS, PICTURE TAKEN DEC, 15, 1894. Back row: 
Henry W., Daily, Charlie Hunter, Hemnis Butler, Oliver Nichols, Fisher Martin, Berry Choate, 
Jim Murphy, Mag. Rutledge (Mrs. E.P., Ruhmann), Allie (Daught) Martin¢Agee), Lilla Binkley, 
(Mrs. Foster Martin) Lillie Person, Hattie Patillo, Josie Patillo. Center row: V.A, Smith, 
teacher, Judge J.D. Newberry, Ealy Nichols, Joe Newberry, Levil Pullin, Marvin Bailey, Tom 
Purphy, Sallie Rutledge(Mrs. Tom Benson), Liza Tom Lewis,/Ione Elder’ (Mrs. Marvin Butler). 
Sallie Choate, Anna Holbrook, Lyda McAda, Jinnie Newberry (Mrs. Gant), fona Ammons-Hill. 
Bell Nichols (Alexanderk Front row: Don Pace, Isham Elder, Willie Worley, Benny Lewis, 
Lucuis Dailey, Leona Elder(Mrs. Davis), Addie Griffin (Mrs. Baker), Lula Patillo, Kate Mar- 
tin (Mrs. Brown O’Neil), Bonnie Binkley. 


WHERE ARE YOU? 
Another one of our grade school pictures. Pick your self out. Could really tell off on you and 
your age but, the year is unknown. 
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WINTER 1898-99, NOVEMBER: Front Row: Veda Ammons, Bessie Ammons, Mattie Nichols, 
Jennie Lewis, Lillie Nichols, Ollie Little. Second Row: Marian (Duck) Ammons (visitor), John 


= 


Autry McCoy, Willie Scarborough, Minnie Nichols, Nannie Peikert, Shelma Shuffield, . 
Lewis Massengale, Dowd McCaskill. 3rd and 4th row Mrs. Sarah Shuffield, Patron, Miss 
Helen Stalton teacher, Andrew Shuffield, Patron, ———-, John Henry Pullin, Trustee, Charlie 


Schroeder, B.G,. Person, trustee, Alfred Goff, »P.R.Goff, trustee, Grover Livingston, 
, Willard Patterson, E,W, Dickey trustee, Prof. Livingston, teacher, Miss Daisy 


Lawler, teacher, and Miss Alice Kennedy, music teacher. 


FIRST HOME ECONOMICS CLASS IN KENEDY 


The year was 1926, and these young ladies had the honor of being in the first class in voca- 
tional home economics in the Kenedy High School. Miss Effie McClane was their teacher. 
Im the back row, 1. to r., are: Gertrude Hancock, Leona Bueglar, Marie Britton, Winnie Mae 
Stimson, Thelma Johnson, Thelma Dunn, Mavonia Lewallen, Lois Busby, (unknown), Lilly 
Davis, Mrs. F, A. Mills; second row: Cassie Box, Ruth Callahan, Hattie Furlow, Gertrude 
(Pat) Jones, Miss Effie E, McClane, Vera McCoy, Verna Johnson, Callie Ryan, Minnie Lee 
Abernathy, Elizabeth McGoldrick; front: Ruth McCoy, Nell Butler, Grace Lee, Clara Louise 
Mueller, Mae Rodgers, Lenora Pullin, Grace Furlow. 
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There's no limit to the height 
a man can attain by remaining 
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FIRST GRADUATING CLASS IN KENEDY % 
Help us . . . we know that this was Roy Young's graduating A life lived just to satisfy 


class, are you with him in the year 1910-19117 one’s self never satisfies any- 
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SCHOOL DAYS »SCHOOL DAYS. 
Another school picture to help bring back fond memories of the pot-bellied stove .. . clap- 
board. school house... girls in pig-tails . . . and boys in knee=pants. We can't name them all, 
but the ones we can (starting with the back row) are: Ll. Alfred Goff, 2. McCoy, 3. 

McCoy, 4. Miss Cornelia Jones (teacher), 5. Miss Lizzie Jones (school superintendent), 0. 
Miss Mamfe Tisdale (Mrs. Miller), 7. Marguerite Brennan, 8. Scruggs, 9. Gug'Hill, 10. 
[Lillian Reasoner; CENTER ROW: 1. Lillie Burckett Neuman, 2. Marfan (Duck) Ammons*Mos- 
ley, 3. , 4. Carrie Masingale, 5. Vivian Eckols, 6. Myrtle (Dude) Butler Grady, 
7. Beulah Smiley McCaskill, 8. Grace Ingram, 9. Roberta Stovall, 10. Ruth Butler Lee, Ll. 
Erin Bain, 12. Charlotte Van Dresen, 13. Dora Schroeder Stapleton; FRONT ROW: L. Rollin 
Nichols, 2. Young, 3. Dailey Fuller, 4. Otto Schroeder, 5. Trudo McCaskill, 6. Guy Hinton, 
7. Ed Pate Terry, 8. . 9. Willie (Bill) Ingram, 10. Archie Ammons, and 11, Claude 
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THE KARNES COUNTY NEWS 
Runge, Karnes Ct., Texas 
Nov. 21 1929 as 


FATHER AND SON BANQUET 


BY F.F.T’S IS A HUGE 
SUCCESS 

One of the most entertaining 
and enjoyable affairs inthehis- 
tory of Runge was ‘‘pulled off’ 
in the agricultural room of the 


Runge High School Wednesday | 


night, when the first annual 
father and son banquet was held. 

About 50 people were in at- 
tendance, which included Mr. 
Parnell, members of the voca- 
tional agricultural class, pa- 
rents and such notables as Supt. 
Jones, Principal Holley, Mayor 
Strieber, City Commissioner 
E.L. Wood, President of the C 
of C and City Commissioner 
J.-E. Kuhne, Managing editor 
A.W. Grant of the S.A. Express 
Publishing Co.,H.W. Jones, who 
is head of the extension De- 
Partment of the San Antonio C 
of C. W.R. Lokey, president 
Runge State Bank, Ellis Ourler, 
Secretary-Treasurer of Runge 
School Board, Walter Tips pro- 
minete Runge business man 
ani treasurer of Runge C of C. 

The Kenedy school system is 


second to none, having recently ' 


completed a moderngymnasium 
in addition to their high school 
building and one of the modern 
athletic plants in the South, at 
the present time there is under 
construction a $90,000 grade 
school, when completed this will 
give Kenedy an excellent schoo] 
plant. 


YOU SAID IT 


“‘“Good heavens, is there any 
Way of making you women 
decently?’’ 

‘‘Certainly there is.”’ 

‘‘Well, what is it?’’ 

“‘Kill off you men.”’ 
—London Mail, Aug., 1926. 
“And what do you men think 
now?’’ 
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HEADLINE HIGHLIGHTS 

OF 1937 
C.P. & L starts work on rural 
line to Pawnee. 

April . .. Local cheese fac- , 
tory installs creamery... 
Frost does damage to crops 
- «-» CCC Camp plans anni- 
versary celebration . .. Kenedy 
high point winner in county meet 
. - - Contract let for new city 
hall . . . Dotsy Scarborough 
and BeBe Burkett win district 
tennis honors ... Lamar Hunt 
sets new regional record inhigh 
jump, also captures two other 
first places . . . Dallas Husky 
injured in automobile accident. 
gr 


‘FIRST BAPTIST CHUKCH 
AND SCHOOL BUILT 
IN KARNES COUTNY 


Probably the first Baptist 
church and school built in Kar- 
nes County was where Carr 
Hollow runs into the Escondido. 
It was a picket house. It soon 
became too small and soa 
larger building of lumber from 
Powder Horn was built on the 


’ same location, The building was 


also used as a school. 

R.Y. Williams, who came to 
Karnes County in 1875 says that 
he and T.J. Nichols hauled most 
of the lumber from Old Clinton, 
before Cuero was a town, with 
horse teams and wagons.So Mr. 
Williams became the first 
member at about the sametime 
Levi Pullin’s mother, also join- 
ed. 
The church was built by R. 
T. Williams, T.J. Nichols and 
others under the direction of 
‘Mr. Gilliland, father of John 
and Jim A, Gilliland of Runge. 

Mr. Williams also helped to 
move the old building to Kenedy | 
when it was torn down and mov- 
ed am rebuilt. 
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John Pieprzyca, at the entrance to John’s Feed Store, took over NUTRENA FEEDS 
in 1963 in order to give his customers a more complete line of nationally adverti- 
sed Feeds. 
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KENEDY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASS 1924-25 

Miss Braden’s 1924-1925 fifth grade class students were (top row): Mildred Burris, Leila 
Hancock, Ruth Ella Mixon, Victoria Venne, Florence Hill, (unidentified), Bettie Box, Eliza- 
beth Atkinson, Inez Hysaw, Christine Burdett, Alice Slaughter; 2nd row: Marie Lee, Cecil 
Staples, Heien Putsjousky, Merle Freedman, Rowena Reagan, Etheline Holmes, Nellie Mae 
Clark, Lucille Hailey, Bernice Cannon, Billy Alexamer, John English Thames; 3rd row: 
seated: Miss Braden, teacher, Marcus Pace, Dodge Barton, Patrick Newton, H, A, Miller, 
Carroll Norris, Tom Hubbard, George Hugh Jones, B. McGoldrick, Alden Swan, Van Smith; 
bottom: Clarence Burdett, Cecil Raegan, Julius Putsjousky, Roy McCamay, Robert Burns, 


Max Naescher, Bernard Barton, and Cleo Parker. 
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- tv be woe ee 
Mr. Purser...Shown in the market where Karnes County 
folks have received friendly, dependable service for 20 years 


26 Wholesale and Retail Meat 
3%} Custom Slaughtering 


URSER & SON 
MARKET 


115 E. Calvert _ Karnes City, Texas — GL9-3614. 
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The proud freshmen of 1926 are Vernon Smith, George Blaise, Jr., Sidney McDonald, Leroy 
Pullin, Paul Burns, Lenora Pullin, Nell Butler, Mable, LeFors, Alice Mc- 


u 


Mumine, Glenn 
Danald JTois Rushy. Grace Lee. Ruth Callahan, Thelma Dunn, Bessie Alexander, James 
Ruhmann, Prof A, W. Cherry, Jack Rutledge, Mary Alexander, Thelma Johnson, Valde 
Ruhmann. Vera \icCoy, Mildred Mumme, Laura Newberry, Elizabeth McGoldrick, Gertrude 
Hancock, Otice Miles, Newton, Jack Ainsworth, Madeline Slater, Leona Buegeler, and, hold- 
ing the sign, Gracé Furlow. (Names not in order.) 


THE OLD GRAMMAR SCHOOL OF KENEDY 
Unidentified Mischief ! 
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MISS SPROTT'S CLASS 


The fourth and 
recognize anyone? 


fifth grades taught by Miss Sprott in the Kenedy Grammar School. Do you 
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SOME MORE SCHOOL PICTURES 


This is a large group and you can have fun picking yourself out and your chums. 
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PAGES OF 
THE PAST . 


WHICH WAS THE FIRST 
HOME BUILT IN RUNGE? 

According to Hal M, Lokey, 
the Agee residence next to Sani- 
tary Bakery and across the 
street from the Bailey Hotel 
building, was the first substan- 
tial residence built in Runge 
when the town was started. This 
building belonged to E.G, Gil- 
lett of Georgetown. 


KARNES COUNTY NEWS 
AND RUNGE NEWS 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28, 1932 


JANUARY 1932 
EIGHT RUNGE YOUTHS 


Eight Runge youths have qua- 
lified as Boy Scouts under the 
guidance of T.L. Ward, scout- 
master. A charter willbe grant- 
ed within a week from the na- 
tional Boy Scout headquarters, 
Ward said, as eight is the mini- 
mum to qualify before a char- 
ter is issued. 

The boys who have qualified 
as tenderfoot scouts and who 
are now attempting to become 
second class scouts within the 
next 30 days are: Roy Willbern, 
Milton Alexander, Clyde Will- 
bern, Gates Steen, Nathan 
Dickey, Charles William Her- 
ber ; Marvin Hackney, and 
James Loftin Bolden. Others 
training for the first degree 
are Holden Dromgoole, W.S, 
Schroeter, Martin Banks, Harry 
Edgeworth and Gus Tips. 
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Seven Thousand Cattle bought 
in Karnes County in September 
1934. 

CHEESE FACTORY 
OPEN SATURDAY 

The formal opening of the 
Kenedy Cheese and Produce 
Company will be held Saturday, 
March 23, 1935, and plans are 
complete for making it a most 
auspicious occasion. 


RAILROAD WEEK TO BE 
OBSERVED JUNE 10-15 1935 
The Western Association of 
Railway Executives have de- 
signated June 10th to 15 with a 
view of bringing to the attention 
of the public the importance of 
railways to the future progress 
and prosperity of our nation. 


ESCONDIDO CREEK 
REACHES NEW HIGH 
WATER MARK 

A new high water mark was 
reached by the Escondido creek 
here last Thursday, when it shed 
its banks and went on a ram- 


page. 


CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON 
SOIL EROSION SERVICE CAMP 
July 1935 

Actual construction got under 
way this week on the Soil Ero- 
sion Service Camp. 

The camp, whenfinished, will 
heuse a Civilian Conservation 
army, consisting of about 250 
poys and officers. There will be 
fouc \arge barracks, a camp 
hospital, a mess hall, two bath 
houses, a recreation hall, also 
130 teet long and 20 feet wide, 
an office and supply room, a 
building which will serve as 
Technical Service Headquart- 
ers, and an Army Officers’ 
Quarters. 
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THE NEW KENEDY HIGH SCHOOL 


The new Kenedy High School was completed in 1953. This picture was taken shortly after 
lightning had struck the smokestack on the left side of the building and before the new Lions’ 


field had been built. 
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SCHOOL MIGTORE.1 912 


Here are about a fifth of the students in a Kenedy public school picture taken on April 18, 1912. 
(Part two of five parts) Can you put these names to those faces ... Harry Benedict, Lucille 
Butler, Dailey Fuller, Adolph F, Kauffmann Jr., Addie Nichols, Alvin Young, Marvin N, Butler, 
Guy Hinton, Sykes S, McClane, Sykes (Buddy) Adams, Edgar Poe Young Sr., Trudo McCaskill, 
Alfted Mummie, Everett McCoy, Douglas McCoy, Willamena Russell,Alice Rutledge, Bonnie 
Acams, Clara Lane, lone Jones, Leta Burkett, Inez Russell, Carroll Franklin, James Fred 
Nichols, Talmage Williams, Bolton Boone, Pauline Jones, Inez Ables, Pat Mixon, Eugene Eckols, 
Velma Thomas, Sykes Chastain, Rosie Cooke, Bil! Atkinson, Cecil Nichols, Knox Hill, Bill 
Autry, Morris Ryan, Irvin Mueller, Hal Butler, W.C, (Bill) Kauffmann, and Douglas Scruggs. 
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KENEDY PUBLIC SCHOOL 


School year 1903-1904 ... teacher, Miss Mayme Tisdale ... pupils... (girls first) Charlsote 
Van Deusen, Dora Schroeder Stapleton, Lillian Reasoner, Beaulah Smiley, Miss Mayme Tisdale 
(teacher), Lola Reasoner Cannon, Edith Lowman, Grace Ingram, Bessie Parker, Mattie Terry 
jarvis, and Birdie Nichols. (Boys) Miller Ammons, Willie Myers, Dailey Fuller, Herbert 
Moore, Doyle McCaskill, Jake Martin, Rollin C, Nichols, Charles Bledsoe, Alfred Gotf and 
Otto Schroeder, 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM, 


This is the 1952 edition of the Kenedy High Girls Basketbali team, clutching the trophy they won, 


CHEERLEADERS, 1954 


These are the 1954 cheerleaders for Kenedy High School. Shown left to right, are: Sylvia Sc huene- 
mann, Mary Charpienter, Kelly Shaw, Lucille Green, and Jamie Falvella. 
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1927 KENEDY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 


Handsome, weren't they? 
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1952-53 FO L SQUAD 
Composing the A team in 1952 were, first row, left to right: 
Charles Doreck, Milton Johnson, Ree Decas, Kent Roger jewe 


House, Bubba Matthews, Sonny Willborn and Earl Lister; 


hay ia oe 

second row: Marvin Kolinek, Keith Brownlow, Sam Horne, 
Wayne Frerking, Dude Overby, Jerry Jackson, Kerwin Kolinek 
and H,R, Haak; back row: Bennie Sarrett, Jimmy Baccus, Bob 
Jones, Kenneth Matthews, Carrol Womack, Tommy Linder, 
‘Leonardo Alamendariz and Oscar Zuniga. 
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LOOK WHO'S HERE IN KENEDY 


You look—it’s 1932 and about this time we are afraid to say WHO'S WHOL 


In the above picture left to right 
is Mrs. Edgar Shelton (Rose 
Neal) Mrs. Tom Neal holding 
Mrs. Preston Parsons (Amy 
Jane Austin), Mrs. C.D, Aus- 
tin (Jessie Lee Neal) and Mrs. 


DID YOU KNOW! 

The Texas Bluebonnet once 
was commonly known as buf- 
falo clover. 
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Hal Clyne (Tommy Neal) now 
living in Chicago, Ill. The pic~ 
ture was taken at the farm of 
the late Dr. S.A. King inKarnes 
City. 


I am now prepared to let 
contracts for grubbing a part of 
the streets of Runge, and invite 
bids. G. Tips, Agent. 
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RAH, RAH FOR KENEDY HIGH 


No doubt from the way they are suited out, they are one of Kenedy’s earlier football teams. 
(Back row) Herman Eichelberger, Fred Hinton, G.D, Russell, Pat Mixon and Coach Ed Gay; 
(2nd row Terry fox, Gus Mueller, (unidentified), Herman McAda, Leonard Bain; (front row) 
(unidentified), Bill Peace, Leroy Pace, Clabber Manlove and Roy Mauldin. 


ns Cpe ee | | ly 


P.B.BUTLER 


By MRS, C, R, BALLARD 


P. B. Butler born in Scott 
County Mississippi, 13 day of 
Sept. 1848, son of Burnell and 
Sarah Ann (Ricks) Butler. His 
father was a native of Kentucky 
born 2nd day of February 1806. 
His mother was a native of North 
Carolina born 17 day of Feb- 
ruary 1811. Married in Scott 
County Mississippi in 1825. 
Started for Texas in Sept. 1852. 
They made the trip in a cover- 
ed wagon, spending 3 months on 
the road, crossing the San An- 
tonio River Christmas Eve, set- 
tling on the West side, about 6 
miles from the present town of 
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Kenedy. After providing shelter 
for his family, Butler began 
clearing 14 acres of land and 
with the coming of spring put 
in the first crop, making about 
50 bushels of corn to the acre. 
Just about this time he became 
the proud owner of aheiferfrom 
a cow given to him from his 
older brother. He watched his 
herd grow and ten years later 
owned 17 head. The 17th of 
March 1870 stands out in his 
memory as it was his first trip 
up the trail to Abiline and he 
and his brother had herd of 800 
head. He made five such trips. 
Butler married Feb. 14, 1871 
Miss Sarah Ammons whose pa- 
rents came to Texas from Mis- 
sissippi in 1848, They had four 
daughters; Mrs. I.L. Russell, 
widow of Walter Russell; Mrs. 
Della Tips, wife of George Tips; 
Mrs. Ruth Ingram, wife of Van 
I, Ingram; Mrs. Bertha Ruh- 
mann, wife of G.C. Ruhmann, 

Butler joined the Methodist 
Church in 1878. He was a mem- 
ber of the Masonic Lodge in 
1869. 
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1928 KENEDY HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 
There was something about a football sweater... 
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RANCH HOUSE 


3E Ranch House of Mr. and Mrs. P, B, Butler, built in 1888 and still standing. This same brand 
is being used today by Mrs. G, C, Ruhmann. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ike Handelman, whose over half-a-century of Dry Goods knowledge assures the best in fashion 
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KARNES CITY BUSINESS CLUB 


One of the earlier clubs in Karnes City was the Business Men’s Lunching Club in 1934-35 
when this picture was made, Standing infrontof the Rohan Hotel are (front row) Massie Stewart 
A. Y. Benge, J. Ray Davis, W. B. (Bill) Fenner, Sr., Dr. Shelby E, Shannon, MD., and E,A. 
Ludeucke,. Others are Hollis L. Smith, J, Rex Wier, Sr., Sykes S, McClane, Prof. Dorsey, Otto 
Kaiser, Tom D, Ruckman, C,.L. (Dobie) Gideon, Robert L. Barnett, Jr., John H, Stamper, 12 


Dick Ruckman, W, Y. (Bill) Morris, Sr., Hy White, Herbery O, Muecke, Sr., and Oliver G, Ab- 
bott. 


SOME MORE OLD TIMERS 
Bain-Ryan Mercantile Company, one of the earlier stores in Kenedy, sold everything from dry 
goods to wagons. Do you recognize anyone??? 
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_ FOSSLER ELECTRIC CO. 


Shown Lto R are Bobby Fossler, Jimmy Zamzow, Rosendo 
Garcia, Frank Soliz, Thomas Fossler, and Jake Fossler Jr. 
owner... Your crew at Fossler’s Electric Co., ready to 
give you expert and prompt service and repair. — * 


THE OLD GRAY MARE RFD mail carrier ren Karnes 
Atout 1910 Willie Tiemann, firge City, on Route | to Lenz. 


ae 


So live that you _ help “Let me know if Junior 
to answer the world’s pro- annoys you...” 
blems — not add to them. 


If you are sensible, you will 
not fear the day you've never 
seen. 
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KARNES 
Karnes City is a busy thriving place and these men do a lot for 
Karnes City. They are standing Carlos Baker, Supt.of Schools; 


a visitor; V.E, Moore, Jr., High Principal; Clyde Rhodes; Dr. 
Spencer Stubbs; E.G, Boyles; AlvinGrimsinger, Jr;Chuck Mar= 


CITY BUSINESS MEN'S LUNCHEON CLUB tin; August Witte; Jake Looney; Red Ewald; R. J, Anderson; 


Sykes McClane; Jake Fossler; Campbell Hardin, High School 
Principal; Benhardt Ahrens president of club; J, Adelman; Ed 
Novosad; Jack Crews; and D.E. Moore, rancher’and retired 
School Supt. 


i 
NOTICE: A room for two young 
men, 20x30 feet plastered on 
the inside, is for rent up over 
the lunatic asylum. Apply to 
Zeb. Parker & Father, dealers | 
in City property in a place of | 
150 inhabitants. 
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MORE KARNES CITY HISTORY 
1892 
Taken from here and there: 

The water supply from the 
town came from a water hole 
near where the L.E, Blackwell 
home now stands. This supply 
soon exhausted and Judge Smith 
took over the water system. 
With three lard barrels on his 
wagon they went out to the Panna 
Maria bridge, he drewthe water 
to fill his barrels fromthe river 
with a bucket and rope, brought 
to town and sold the water at | 
25 cents per barrel. Later a 
shallow well was dug near where | 
the telephone office now stands. 
At nights Jim Elder and a few 
other mischievous boys would 
take a bath in the tank. Later 
the present water supply was _ 
credited in 1922-23. 

KARNES: ; | 
The first Karnes City saloon 

(open saloons then) 1892 was in 
a temt near where Praseks Shop 
now stands and drinks wecedis- 
posed of under a large live oak 
tree. The Karnes County Na-) 
tional Bank was organized with 
J.W. Ruckman as cashier. This 
was the first bank in the county 
and occupied the building now 
occupied by L.F, Jaur. Later 
another bank was organized and 
the building now occupied by L, 
F, Jaur. Later another bank was 
organized and the present 
building built, but was sold to 
Karnes County National Bank 
and is occupied by them now. 
The first child born in Karnes 
City was the youngest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Owen Kirthy and 
was named Karnes City Kirthy. 
The town presented this child 
with a lot and their home was 
erected on this but later sold. 
First girl born in Karnes City 
was Tizzie Weir, Mrs. P.E, 
Soteler. 
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The old two story building 
down near the depot was used | 
for the court house until the | 
present building was built in 
1894. The first brick building | 
was the building now occupied 
by Bill Pickett below and Ma- 
sonic Hall up stairs. 

The first automobile in Kar- 
nes City was owned by J.L, 
Brown (Buick) this car was 
quite the ‘‘stuff’’. Second car 
was owned by the late Doctor 
S.A. King. First Ford owned 
by Peter Weir. 

Karnes. City has produced 
some real celebrates. Mrs. A, 
J. Parker (who as Mrs. Effie 
Jackson taught in Karnes City 
is a song writer of note in San 
Antonio. Mfss Alice Mayfield 
was born in Helena and raised 
in Karnes City has composed 
a lot of music. Henrietta Emk 
who lived in Karnes City in her 
childhood is quite widely known 
on the stage as Jane Alden. Lula 
May Hubbard born in Karnes 
City is well known on the stage 
in New York. 


Some of this data was written 


for Mr. Sykes McClane by Le=- 
nora Rhodes McClure. 
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The town ot Kenedy was ina 
corporated in 1909, and since 
then has enjoyeda steady growth 
The first city taxes were levied 
-at 25¢ per hundred compared ta 
$1.30 per hundred (less 3) to- 
day. 

In 1859, when Karnes county 
was four years old, Kenedy was 
a small village with only three 
small stores, owned by C.P, 
Dailey, Lee Mauding and L.D, 
Young and a population of about 
25. Today, Kenedy has grown to 
approximately 5,000. 

On January 6, 1913 the city 
hall burnt down and all the re- 
cords were destrcyed. The Ken- 
edy Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment was organized that year 
and Max Hoicnak was the first 
firechief. J.D. Turmipseed is 
Kenedy’s present firechief, and 
Kenedy is proud of it’s low fire 
insurance rate. 

Kenedy is proud, too, of it’s 
approved water supply. It has 
four wells and plenty of storage 
tanks . . . one 800,000-gallon 
tank, one 150,000 gallon tank, 
one 75,000-gallon tank, and a 
400,000 - gallon under ground 
storage. 

The city’s government con~ 
sists of a mayor, Jim Colvin, 
and two Councilmen, Lester 
Manning and J.D.Turnipseed. 


_ Karnes County 
incorporated, 1854 


Lawrence Reasoner, Kenedy 
merchant and historical Student 
Says that Spain owned Texas 
lands for nearly three centuries. 
It was from Coronado ‘in. 1540 
a Mexican Independence in 


Martinez called his 
ranch ‘“‘Senor San Jose” ani 
the city of Kenedy is -in whar 
was the Carlos Martinez grane-; 


Karnes County was inco 
on February 4, 1854. Lebeaes 


GROWTH OF 
FALLS CITY 


By LJ. Leonard, Mayor 


(Editor’s note: Mayor Leon - 
ard has lived in Karnes County 
nine years, moved to Falls City 
from Poth, served in the army 
five years and came from Gold- 
en Meadam, Louisiana. He is 
married to Ruby Lee Grier, and 
they have six children, five girls 
and one boy. He owns and 
operates the Palace Cafe and 
Service Station.) 

Falls City was incorporated 
Feb. 27, 1947, at that time 
$1,644.76 in taxes were collect- 
ed, today the taxes amount to 
$4,942.41. The population then 
was about 400, and is now ap- 
proximately 500. 

The Fire Department was or- 
ganized in Nov. 1951. It is a 
volunteered organization with 
one fire truck. The first fire 
ehief was Thomas J. Smith. The 
presen fire chief is Rudolph 
‘L, Dziuk. ~ : 

The first Falls City water 
system was set up by Mrs. 
G. Schulz in years 1892 through 

1895. In 1948 _the first water 
well was drilled, the second 
well was completed in Feb., 
1962; it is 3,560 feet deep, water 
is from the Corizo Sand, self 
flowing with 38 pounds pres- 
sure and flows 906 gallons of 


tle 


water per minute, Sewage sys- 
tem was completed on Dec. lI, 
1962. There is no garbage col- 
lection. The city’s first water 
well that was drilled is at pre- 
sent plugged and abandoned. 
City’s storage tank holds 
150,000 gallons and our elevat- 

ed tank is 72 feet above ground 
and hokis 20,000 gallons of 
water. The Citv’s government 
consists of Mayor and five ald- 


‘ermen, each member serves two 


years term, and the City secre- 
tary. The first Mayor was W.L. 
Mathews and served only one 
year. The present MayorisL, 
J. Leonard, elected April 4, 
1963. City officials are as fol- 
lows: L.J. Leonard, Mayor; Ald- 
ermen, Rudolph L, Dziuk, Louis 
Lyssy Jr., Fabian L. Kasprzyk, 
Arnold A,Sturm and W.E,Dziuk; 
City Secretary is Benjamin Pa- 
welek. 

Falls City has a bank, 2 gro- 
cery stores, ldry goods store, 
1 tailor shop, 1 tin and plumb- 
ing shop, 1 hardware store, 1 
drug store, 2 cafes, 2 bars, 3 
garages, 2 mills, l lumber yard, 
1 freezing locker, 1 church, 
consolidated school system, and 
post office. The City also has 
several civic organizations: The 
Falls City Jay-Cees, the Falls 
City P-TA, the Knights of 
Columbus, and the Catholic 
Daughters organizations. 
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Sports , Activities 
Of Early Days 


» LETS START WITH THE HORSE 


This was in 1909, Pollock Store, Karnes City. Little Jima 
fine racing horse won 21 races and only loss 1. 1-Sylvester 
Choate, 2-E.C. Seale, 3-Jess Parsons (riding), 5-Will Elder, 
6- Jim Seale, 7-D.L, Jones, 8-Bob Tewees, 9-Seidel Elder, 
| 10-Sonny Drake, 11-Levi Davis, 12-Bismark Barfield. 
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—~A BIG CATCH 
Gid Pace (deceased), William Russ Skiles, Frank Burton (deceased.) This will probably make 
William Skiles very sad when he sees this picture and recalls all the good times they had on 


this trip. 
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MISSION CAMP ip? 


Back in 1891/92 all these young men went to a camp. DID YOU GO? We can see 72 years ago 
the women really went for the mustaches. Look how many had them. ‘‘Notice the swanky hair- 
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31G GAME IN THE BACK ROOM... 


These young fellows were taken in front of Kenedy’s Pooi Hall located on Front Street with 
pool cues in hands ... ready for that big game to begin in the back room. Billiard players 


are BACK ROW: Fred Jones, Boose Jones, Miller Ammons, Bailey Conway; SEATED: Dutch 
Ammons, Jabbie Burris, and Elvin (Big Foot) Williams. 


DID YOU KNOW? ? 


Kauffmann Takes Chevrolet 
Agency , 1932, 

County Historical Society Or- 
ganized, Sept. 1932. 

Mrs. G.C, Mayfield named 
president following organiza~ 
tion in Karnes City Saturday. 
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Burglar Slain in Attempted 
Robery of Store at Green, Oct. 
1932. 


| 26 


Stovall Borroum, former 
Kenedy citizen writes. of 
California Earthquake. 

Former Kenedy People Have 
Thrilling Experiences iz Earth- 
quake: Mr. and Mrs. Sam Jones 
former Kenedy residents, ex- 
perience earthquake in Lone 
Beach. 
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HUNTING DAYS 


Not only did this sort of sport provide fun, sportsmanship, relaxation, but also venison steaks, 
smoked and dried delicacies and .. . last but not least, a feeling of togetherness in the vast 
wilderness of a new decade. In the minds of these pioneers memories linger through the years. 
Pictured are the late Otto Huth Sr., Herman Retzloff, and Richard Retzloff. 


SOMEBODY TOLD US! 


This was the last day of camp, a long story goes with this. One 
of these men had never killed a deer so One was stuffed and 


put out just right for this gentleman to go and get his deer — 
not d-e-a~-r either. 
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SYKES McCLANE 
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In a Karnes County hilltop 
farm house near Kenedy, a 
place that his mother liked to 
call ‘‘Highland Farm,’’ Sykes 
Sanford McClane was bornnear 
the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury to make happy the hearts 
and lives of his parents. The 
child came into the world with 
a strong body, a good name 
and into a modest Christian 
home with a father and a mother 
of ‘‘sense and gentle culture.’’ 

If Norris Robert and Lucy 
Watkins McClane could evalu- 
ate the life of their son today, 
they would still be proud- to 
claim him as their own. Surely 
their son’s accomplishments 
along life’s way have been 
theirs, as well as his own. It 
was in his childhood home that 
their son learned the basic 
principles that have motivated 
his life. Early in his home 
both by precept and example, 
Sykes Sanford McClane learned 
the obedience to his parents 
which grew into respect for 
them, respect for himself and 
for others, He learned his pa- 
rents’ rules of living; he ad- 
cepted their high standards of 
nersonal conduct for his life, 
too. He learned to love his fam- 
ily and his friends, to see and 
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to enjoy the beauties of nature 
and her wondrous ways, with a 
«rowing reverence for his Crea- 
tor. 

As a child, the McClanes’ 
son learned iessons of inter- 
dependence in the family and 
also the independence that pro- 
vided for the acceptance of in- 
creasing responsibilities as he 
grew older. With his feet well 
planted on the land, he learned 
what was real and what was 
true. He learned to live Truth 
truly: to recognize it, to be- 
lieve it, to love it, to defend 


it and to help interpret Truth 


to the young. 

As the boy grew, his home 
and the farm surrounding it 
provided opportunities to gain 
useful and practical infor- 
mation, with work to be done 
that led to satisfactions indoing 
useful work well, Not only did 
the lad learn to work, he learn= 
ed to like to work. In sharing 
jobs and-indoing workthat need- 
ed to be done, he made worthy 
contributions to family. living 
that helped to weld family ties, 
for his later home as well. As 
he grew toward manhood, he 
continued to apply himself to 
learning. He took advantage of 
learning experiences as his 
world enlarged. From both pa- 


vicing 


rents with backgrounds of 
pioneering ancestors, dating 
back to pre-Revolutionary days 
in America, and including 
pioneer settlers.in Karnes 
County, Sykes McClane grewup 
in the lore and the love of his 
native land, with a very strong 
dedication to the great Ameri- 
can traditions and an intense 
interest in the history of his 
country. Someone has said that 
‘the child proclaims the man, 
as the dawn proclaimstheday.”’ 
Doubtless the parents of Sykes 
Sanford McClane expected him 
to .be the man that he became. 
Ttrey had confidence in their 
son. They expected him to keep 
his own and their banners flying 
high. 

‘Mr. Mac,’’ as Sykes Mc- 
Clane is called by many of his 
friends, recently observed his 
thirty-third year in his pre- 
sent business of selling and ser- 
automobilies, having 
dealt in the same lines of pro- 
ducts the entire time. Previous 
to this work, after attending old 
Escondido District School, gra- 
duating from Keneay High 
School in 1913 and completing 
commercial courses at Tyler 
Commercial School, Sykes 
worked in a bank at Kenedy for 
a few months. This work was 
terminated shortly after the 
United States declared war on 
Germany in 1917, when he re- 
signed to volunteer for service 
in the U.S, Marine Corps. Af- 
ter a few months of training 
his outfit, the 97th Company of 
the Sixth Marines arrived in 
France, became a part of the 
famed Second Division and took 
part in five major engagements, 
which led to the defeat of Ger- 
many. Following the service in 
France and in the US Army of 
Occupation, Sykes McClane re- 
turned home after being in the 
service nearly two and a half 
years. He found employment in 
the oil fields of Texas, was 
employed in a Marfa bank about 
two years and then became 
manager of the automobile deal- 
ership which heand his brother, 
the late N, R, McClane, Jr., 
bought in 1930, and in which 
they were partners. Also, since 
1954, Mr. McClane has managed 
the N.R,. McClane Farms and 
has continued to carry on the 
soil and water conservation and 
soil improvemem and pasture 
developmen, as well as stock 
improvement work which was 

peguny ais brother, N.R. Mc- 

Clane, Jr. In this work he has 

co-operated in County and Dis~ 
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trict agricultural programs. 

In spite of the time and work 
required to attend his ownbusi- 
ness, Sykes McClanehas helped 
to make-his community a better 
place in which to live. In Boy 
Scout work he worked at local, 
county and district levels. In 
1950, he was presented the Sil- 
ver Beaver Award bythe Alamo 
Council ~ ‘‘in recognition of 
faithful and effective service." 
In being presented the Citizen- 
ship Honor Award bythe Karnes 
City Community Chamber of 
Commerce in May, 1952, the ci- 
tation stated: “‘In recognition of 
activities, and with long years 
of devotion to civic responsi- 
bilities and with untold time 
and energy given to a wide va- 
tiety of voluntary publicser- 
vice, the honor award is pre- 
sented.”’ 

Activities in community work 
besides Boy Scout work and the 
many 


merce, McClane’s activities in- 
clude serving as a trustee of 
the Karnes City Independent 
School District, part of thetime 


—_ 


and varied activities | 
sponsored by the Karnes City | 
Community Chamber of Com- | 


as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. He has also served 
actively in the Business Men’s 
Luncheon Club of Karnes City 
and as a member of the Karnes 
Hospital Board. In serving as 
chairman of the Karnes County 
Historical Committee, his work 
helped in the organizationof the 
Karnes County Historical 
Croup. - 
If “Mr. Mac”’ were queried 
on the subject of the most im- 
portant attainment in his life, 
he would doubtless say that it 
was the persuasion of-Miss 
Eugenia Braden a former Ken- 
edy teacher, to become his wife] 
Mrs. McClane has broad com- 
munity interests and accom- 
plishments, as well as herhus- 
band. The McClanes have four 
children, James A. McClane, 
has paca associated with his 
father in business, since gra- 
duation from A and M College. 
Daughters, Mrs. Del A, Dyre- 
son of Las Cruces, New Mexi- 
co and Mrs. Lacy Pogue of Paw- 
nee who have both taught in the 
public schools and are home- 
makers. Miss Marie McClane 
is a graduate studem in piano 
and has done some teaching. The 
Mc€lanes also have two grand~ 
daughters and seven grandsons, 
to whom they are quite 


““GRAND!” 


KARNES City MAYOR AND COMMISSIONERS 
The three men above are the “‘modernday”’ officials of Karnes City. They are left to Sap Mayor - 
Ans Grimsinger, Sr.,Nelson Noster and Alvin A, Salge commissioners. ~ 
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KARNES COUNTY DURING 
THE CIVIL WAR. 1861-65 


By ROBERT H. THONHCFF 

._In commemoration of the 
tragic conflict# that was waged 
one hundred years ago, and as 
a part of the Texas Civil War 
Centennial observance, this ar- 
ticle is respectfully submitted 
to the citizenry of Karnes Coun- 
ty, Texas, that they may be made 
more fully aware of the fact 
that their homeland was deeply 
involved in this irrepressible 
clash. Indeed, even though 
Karnes County was a frontier 
county during the war, it was, 
nevertheless in the thick of 
things. 

By 1861 the question of the 
nature of the union and espe- 
cially that of slavery had been 
brought into sharp focus by all 
the people of the United States. 
Actually there never were many 
slaves in Karnes County. In 
1859 the county was listed as 
having 334 slaves; in 1861 there 
were but 25S slaves..Neyerthe- 
less, southern ties were strong 
among the people of Karnes 
County, and they aligned them- 
selves with the views of the 
South. 

A most urgent task of the 
Confederacy was to raise and 
equip an army. Attheoutbreak 
of the war it appeared that vir- 
tually every able-bodied man in 
the South was rushing to vol- 
unteer. Patriotism ranhigh, and 
besides, the menfolk dared not 
to volunteer for fear of what 
the womenfolk might do or say. 
Generally, volunteering fol- 
lowed a regular order. Aprom- 
inent citizen would raise a com- 
pany from among his neighbors 


and would invite them into the 
mysteries of -military tactics. 
An election would be held to 
choose company officers; usu- 
ally, the person most active in 
raising the company was elected 
captain, The men brought what- 
ever arms and equipmem they 
could find: rifles, shotguns, pis- 
tols, berses, and even old 
swords. An important aspect of 
mustering a company was the 
choosing of a company name. 

Volumeers from Kames 
County rallied admirably to the 
Confederate cause. No lessthan 


six companies were mustered 
into military service dur- 
ing the Civil War. Following is 

a listing of the names of the 
companies and their captains 
from Karnes County: 

Capt. John Littleton’s Com- 
pany, Texas Mounted Rangers, 
Rio Grande Regiment, Capt. 
John Littleton. 

Helena Guards, Capt. Chas. 
A, Russell. 

Capt. James P. King’s Com- 
pany, 3rd Frontier Regiment of 


Rangers, Capt.._ James P. King. 
-Gapt. Thomas Rabb’s Com- 


pany, of the Regiment of Rang- 
ers, Capt. Thomas Rabb. 

Panna Maria Greys, Capt. Jo- 
seph A. Tivey. ‘4 

-Escondido Rifles, Capt. J. M. 
Choate. 

(The writer, in his forthcom- 
ing book onthe history of Karnes 
County, gives a complete list- 
ing of men for each of the 
above named companies and re- 
lates some of their war acti- 
vities). 
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Whenever a company was 
raised in Karnes County, it was 
a foregone conclusion that the 
men were to serve inthe cav- 
alry and on horseback. There 
was no such thing as a man 
going on foot—respectable men 
rode. But when Texas troops 
got as far east as the Mis- 
sissippi River, they were or- 
dered to dismount and fight as 
foot soldiers. Even with this, 
Karnes Countians preferred to 
call themselves ‘dismounted 
cavalry”’ rather than infantry. 

Times were very hard in 
Karnes County during the war. 
A severe drouth in 1864 and i865 
compounded the hardships of 
soldiers and civilians alike in 
the Karnes County area. As a 
result of the drouth, supplies 
and provisions became very 
scarce. Crops failed, and count- . 


less thousands of cattle died in 
search of water. When rains 
came in 1865, hundreds of dead 
cattle could be counted in he 
river at Helena. 

The citizens of Karnes Coun- 
ty, to aid in the war effort, 
forwarded what provisions they 
had to men in the field. In 
February, 1864, 2,000 bushels 
of corm were ground at Helena 
and forwarded by wagon to Col- 
onel John S, “‘Rip’’ Ford’s regi- 
ment on the Rio Grande. 

Because Federal ships were 
actively patrolling the Texas 
coast, fears were expressed 
that invasion into the interior 
was imminent. Consequently, a 
regiment of men was ordered 
to concentrate at Helena to 
thwart any invasion attempt, 
which, as it turned out, never 
came to pass. 

Because the Texas coast was 
sealed off by a Federal block- 
ade, it became necessary that 
the Confederacy use jnland 
roads to reach the exchange 
point at Matamoros, Mexico. 
Several comraband routes 
passed through Karnes County. 
One of these routes was the 
old San Patricio road that went 
from San Antonio to San Pa- 
tricio and thence to Matamoros. 
This road passed through the 
Tordilla Hill area of Karmes 
County. Another contraband 
route was that which went from 
the Travis-Bastrop-Williamson 
County area to Matamoros. This 
road entered Karnes County at 
old Ecleto (four miles northwest 
of presem-day Gillett), went to 
Helena, crossed the river af 
Alamiza Crossing, and pro- 
ceeded to Oakville. A third con- 
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traband route used by the Con- 
federacy was that which ran 
from Gonzales and points east 
to Helena, crossed the San An- 
tonio river at Wofford’s Cross- 
ing, and proceeded to Beeville, 
San Patricio, and thence on to 
Matamoros. 


Cotton was the main com- 
modity hauled over these roads 


through Karmes County. Ontheir - 


returm trips, the wagons were 
used to haul salt and coffee, 
two very scarce and necessary 
items. 

Towns in Karnes County hav- 
ing Confederate Post Offices 
were Heiena, Ecleto, Panna Ma- 
ria, and Home Place. “Other 
places in Karnes County during 
Civil War days were Marcelina, 
Rock Spring, Nicaragua, Min- 
eral Spring, and Wintergreen. 
All of these places are elab- 
orated upon in the writer’s 
forthcoming History of Karnes 
County. They are mentioned only 
to illustrate that much has been 
lost in the history of Karnes 
County, many place names have 
become unfamiliar and forgot~ 
ten, and they should be re- 
stored to their rightful place 
in posterity by an interested 
and informed citizenry. 
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TO BE REMEMBERED 


One Valentine Day in 1895 Fannie Calvert had this pretty pic- 
ture taken. The folks in and around Karnes City will well re- 
member this lovely lady. The lady is no other than our lead- 
ing citizen Mrs. Will J. Rutledge. 
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ROWAN LUMBER AND 
SUPPLY COMP 
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Ready to handle your every building need with speed and competence are Mr. 
J. A. Rowan, Tom W. Rowan, and bookkeeper Mrs. Thelma Seale, shown in the 
newly enlarged and remodeled, completely air conditioned office and display 
area. 
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CAMP KARNES COUNT 


On the fourth day of May, 
1861, a meeting was called at 
the town of Helena and a com- 
pany of soldiers was organized 
for service in the cause of the 
Confederacy. 

Charles A. Russell was 
elected captain of the Helena 
Guards, L. D. Cook, first lieu- 
tenant; J. R. Cook, second lieu- 
tenant; G. W. Brown, second 
lieutenant; John Ruckman, first 
sergeant; Sam R, Calvert, sec- 
ond sergeant; George Strick- 
land, third sergeant; James A. 
Littleton, fourth sergeant; 
Aaron Frank, first corporal; 
Levi C, Watts, second corporal; 
T. E. Wright, third corporal; 
and J. L. White, fourth cor- 
poral. 

The privates were: John A. 
Archer, H. R. Ammons, Neill 
Bowen, L, W,. Burris,C.A,Bal- 
lard +P. BotSesCocke,wAcisS. 
Criswellt lads clarknoer ye 
Davis, A. T. Donnelly, S. G, 
Dailey, J. M, Elder, N, B, Ev- 
ans, Peter Gravelle; J.H. John- 
son, S. M, Lowrie, F. M, Hall, 
G, M, Haywood, Wm. E. Mitch- 
ell, Thomas B. Mayfield, G.C,. 
Myers, Gideon G, Pace, Thomas 
H, Puckett, Jacob Roberts, J. 
E, Roebuck, W., B, Reagan, Wm. 
Rush, Council Rentfroe, J. G. 
Smith, Joseph Schultz, E. Y. 
Seal, J. M. Sullivan, Wm. South, 
Bolivar Tester, J], H. Trim- 
mell, L.B. Wright, fsaac Wac- 
ter, H, C, White, J. H. Wright, 
Michael Fryday, W. F. Smith, 
J. W. Cody, Archie Gibson, Wm. 
Oxler, JeffersonSanders, J.C. 
Rhymes, W. G, Cocke and Franz 
O. Estoj. 

Later the veterans of the Civii 
War organized Camp Karnes 
County United Veterans, No. 
1307, of which L, C, Tobin wag 
Captain in 1898. The names 
listed on the roster of Camp 
Karnes County are as follows: 
Autry, G. M., 34 Miss. Inf 
Aiken, J. A., lst S.C, Inf 
Atkinson, U.N., Wallers Cav 
Belcher, T.J. CoA 2nd Tex Cav 


Bates, FS, Col Sé6th Georgia 
Burns, John Confed Navy 
Burris, J.J. Hobbys Reg Tx Cav 
Butler A.B, CoK 2nd Tex Cav 
Ballard S, 
Busby J. R. 
Brown, R. Ist Tenn reg inf 
Cordaway, J 1lth Tex inf 
Custer, Jake, CoD Woods Tex 
Couch D.F. Ist Ark cav 
Cochran W.H, CoF McCords r 
Custer, Robt CoG 16 Ala rg inf 
Carmichael J.B. 
Dailey S.G. Surgeon Ford TxCv 
Dudley A. CoA Youngs Tex Inf 
Dahl H. CoA 7 Tex Cav 
Davidson J.H. F. CoG 3 4 Tx 
Doke R.W. CoH 3lst Tenn inf 
Davis L.J. CoD 8th Miss cav 
Edgar, John CoL 8t Tex Cav 
Edwards Tom 23 Tex Cav 
Fowler M.F. Co D 9Tex inf 
Forehamd T.H, CoA 18 Tex cav 
Floyd C.H. CoB Bordens reg 
Gillett B.B. CoA 32 Tex cav 
Goode, R.F. Co A 32 Tex Cav 
Graves, W.J., Co G 11Ga inf 
Grandbury, A.L. CoD Manna cav 
Gardner H.C. CoK 8 kentucky 
Harris J.B. CoG 3rd Miss cav 
Hines M.A, CoD 30 Miss inf 
Holbrook E.H, CoA 12th SC 
Hogan, D.B. CoK Grays reg 
Hyatt, N Co D Nolan reg 
House Fred Co K 24 Tex cav 
Hudson S.H, Hardman reg cav 
Hanson J.C, 3rd Miss inf 
Ingram, J.A.PD Wildcat N.C. 
Jones 1.B, 17 Ala Inf 
Jones J.C, 26 Va Cav 
Kethly W.W., 8th reg inf 
King, Jim 2nd Tex cav 
Lorenz, J.A. Sth Tex cav 
Lorenz J.N. Benavidez Tx reg 
Loman U.McGerdes Tx by 
Little R.A. Col 24Tx cav 
Lightsey G.W. CoH 20 reg inf 
Livergood T.J Dalys unatt cav 
McElroy F.M, 4th Tex cav 
Miller J.M, 19Tex inf 
McCrea J.J. 2nd La inf 
Moore John ~ 
McMillin J.C, 12Tex cav 
Morris D.B, Mosleys Battry 
McAda WS, Woods reg 
Mayfield J.D. 16th Ala 
McGlauphin M 8th Tex inf 
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Moore W.L, 32nd Ala reg 
Mayfield W.A, 2nd La-inf 
Morris I.M, 32 Tex cav 
Muldron R,.B, 28 Tex cav 
Mars WN, 2nd Tex cav 
Maddox T.E, Walter batt 
Newberry J.D. 32nd Tex 
Nichols J.M. 
O'Neal J. Woods reg 
O'Keefe P. 7th Tex inf 
Prichard A.J. Pratts brig 
Phelps T, Giddings batt 
Parsons R, Hobby Tex inf 
Patillo A.B, 28th La inf 
Payne H.P, 2nd Cav 
Pace ALK, 
Prathers, T.O. 53 Ala cav 
Patton, J. G. Ist Tex cav 
Rhode J.P. Whitfield Tx legn 
Rutledge W.J. 31 Tex inf 
Rogers A.W, 2nd Tex cav 
Roberts J.R. 3rd’ Ark reg 
Ricks R. 2nd Tex cav 
Riley John 32 Woods Tex cav 
Robbins Tenisons reg inf 
Ragsdale T.H. Manns cav 
Redding W.J. lst Tex cav 
Randolph C.W., 31 Tex inf 
Stapleton S.J. Sth Tex inf 
Stockton T.J. Daly Tex cav 
Smith W,.C, 8 Tex cav 
Stamper N.A, lst Tenn cav 
Smith E.j, Johnson Tex batt 
Shim, J.S. 33rd Mis Inf 
Sansom, W.W. 19th Tex inf 
Smith J.L.4th La Batt 
Smith E.W, Ark Art 
Snowden H.A, 15th Fla Cav 
Tobin L.C. 2nd S.C. Art 
TreadwellO.G, McCords cav 
Tom H. 6th Tex inf 
Talk Alf 
Taylor R.R. McCords reg 
Von Reader L. 4th Tex cav 
Williams, B,.O, 8th Tex 
Woodruff, J.S. 13 Miss Inf 
Whetston C.A, 31 Tex inf 
Watkins BS. 9th Georgia inf 
Wilkson J.K. Morros reg 
Wilburn, J.R. 2nd Tex Cav 
Wilson A.J. Shewalters Tx reg 
Word C.H, 7th Ala cav 
Wuench, Wm. 
Ybarbo V. Tex cavV 
Yeary J.M, 4th Texas cav. 
(Editors Note: The above in- 
formation was furnished to us 
by Mrs. C. R, Ballard, copied 
from a clipping in a scrap- 
book). 
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Darbecue among tne individuals who were eligible. hese lots 
A FREE LOT IN KARNES CITY, were given with the intention of selling adjoining lots to the 


person who received one free. THAT’S WHAT WE SAY IF YOU 
WANT A BIG CROWD JUST GIVE SOMETHING FREE AND 
THEY WILL BE THERE — “‘even uses.”’ 


About May 14, 1891 this picture was taken by A.A, Brack at 
a barbecue given by promoters of Karnes City. Single lots 
from city blocks were numbered and a drawing was held at this 
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NOT SO LONG AGO 
Jack Crews is shown pointing to what remains of the old watering trough which was used to 


water the horses in front of the courthouse not so long ago .. . hitching rings for the horses 
can still be seen in various places along the wall at the curb. County Judge Pete Hartman 


and R, J. Anderson look on. 
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IT'S ONLY HEARSAY, BUT... 


Judge Pete Hartman, Jack Crews, R. J. Anders 
World War I relic that sits on the Karnes County 
believed by authorities to be German made; however, many others c 
Regardless, it was donated by the Americ 
ing World War II (now this is hearsay aga 
the town’s people stepped in and said, “‘it stays right there,’ 


8S 


on, and Chuck Martin are shown examining the 
courtyard, It’s only hearsay, but the cannon is 
laim it is American made. 
an Legionand placed there sometime in the ‘20's. Dur- 
in) it was supposed to have been sold for scrap, but 
* and stay .. . it did. 
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RED EW ALD 
TRACTOR CO. 


Come in and see the “‘All New-All Blue’’ 1963 model Ford Tractor shown 
here with Red Ewald, in the showroom at RED EWALD TRACTOR CO. on 


Highway 123 in Karn 
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Red Ewald, shown with ( left to right ) a 165 Gal. sprayer tank, a 900 Gal. 
water cistern, 3 point lift-type 110 Gal. tank, and a 225 Gal. spray tank 
on an adjustable row width trailer. These tanks are custom manufactured 
by Mr. Ewald of FIBER GLASS. tie also makes cattle feeders, whirlwind 
feeders, water troughs, mineral feeders, and tractor umbrellas. 
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KARNES COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
Left to right: John Waide, court reporter; Charles Barrow, San Antonio attorney; Ted But- 


ler; Fred V, Klingmann; Helmuth H. Schuenemann; John F, May, District Judge; J. O. Faith, 
Pryor L. Hammack; W, Terry Scarborough and Roy D. Roberts. 


Interesting 1937 
Tax Figures 


These figures were furnish- 
ed by the Tax Collector's office, 
Karnes County and are for Nov. 
1, 1937. The total valuation of 
>ath personal property and 
real estate for 1937 was 
$7,360,915.00. There were a 
total of 471,473.61 acres of land 
‘vhich were rendered at one- 
ctird value, amounted to 
$ t,126,815.00. 

Che total number of horses 
23d mules was 7,465; cattle, 
17,089; jacks, 4; sheep, 1,253; 
goats, 128; hogs, 1199; dogs 15 
{only registered); autos and 
trucks, 3,442. 
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This is an interesting figure, 
there were 44 miles of rail- 
road amd 110.79 miles of pipe 
line in Karnes County; 30 miles 
ef oil line and 80.79 miles of 

as lines. 

The total number of poll tax- 

s paid for 1936 were 2,448 and 
f this number 34 were exemp- 
iions. : 

Auto registrations for seven 
‘welfths of a year to Nov. l, 
937 were as follows: 

\uto licenses . ......3,490 
soit. EFUCKS 5 c/a 4 5s ot Soe 
laktatmeate<) A GOAn S60 Mt 
iMratlorsievelcrevensts ote cleuele> 
Dealers ®s scrc.s «scl ereys 21 
Motorcycles). \craiecie 6 
Eranstersvepalckom eters sient 5007 
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KARNES CITY MAIN STREET 


This picture was made on August .30, 1930, looking down the 


Main Street of Karnes City. Looks like everyone came to town 
that day! 
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YESTERDAY AND TODAY 
By MRS, J. EVANS BAIN | 


A wise man once said that 
“‘Youth lives in the Future, 
Middle Age in the Present, and | 
Old Age in the Past.’’ There 
comes a time in most people’s 
lives when they reach thar age 
of reminiscing; ‘‘Of Days that 
used to be.”” Americans have z 
favorite expression, ‘“The Good 
Oid Days.” Were they really 
the good old days? it couid be 
that in some ways they were, 
bur whether they were or not, 
many times it is nice to have | 
those days to recall. Shall we 
say ““A Compensationfor grow- 
ing oider?’* Many times insmall 
familiar things, memory weaves 
her strongest enchantment, 
nolding us at her mercy with 
some ecCmo, or voice, or song. 
isa't it strange how minorthings 
Become more dear with the 
passing of time, an old pho- 
tegraph, a faded ietter, a lock 
of hair? 

As I think back over the 
fifty-odd years (or should I say 
thirty nine) that I have lived 
in Kenedy and its vicinity, i 
feel fortunate to have been 
Drought up in a time which has 
produced one of the most dras- 
the changes in the American 
Way of Life since the period of 
the Civil War Days. What mem- 
ories that bring-on especially | 
from childhood; a wood burn- | 
ing black kétchen stove with hot | 
biscuits in the oven-slices of | 
home cure ham or sausagefry- 
ing in an old iron skillet - 
big bowls of milk to skim for | 
cream-the chum full of cool 
buttermilk and fresh homemade 
butter-a decade when oleomar- 
garine was almost unknown to 
the American household-where 
the dripping of melting ice in 
a pan under the ice box was 
heard along with the merry 
humming of the big shining tea- 
cettle on the stove - a line 
stretched across the back porch 
where there were always socks 
and the usual articles of cloth- 
ing drying. 

Remember the backlogs inthe 
fireplace with burning embers 
sending out a glow of warmth 
that was a source of plea-_ 
sure and relaxation for the en- 
tire family to enjoy— a time 
when Christmas truly came just- 
Once a yearinstead of every’ 
time a child saw some toy that | 
ie wanted? I wonder if my | 


grand-children are experienc- 
ing to the full extent the fun- 
filied family iife that I was 
privileged to enjoy (I was the 
seventh child). Sometimes I feel 
that their sense of appreciation 
»f the simple things of Life is 
lacking due to this mad rush 
called Modern Living today— 
some people think the term “‘Rat 
Race” more appropriate. 
Americans enjoy the highest 
standard of living of any nation | 
in the world — and we look 
back with pride and humility at 
the gigantic strides that have 
been wrought in this land we 
cali home. Surely there’s 
nothing amiss with the luxuries 
of this modern age seen in the 
right perspective. Consider, the 
modern bathroom which is one 
of the most expensive rooms in 
the house, except perhaps the 
kitchen. One person has said 
that it is equipped with faucets, 
pipes, mirrors, towlels, cloths, 
mats, soaps, perfumes—infact, 
everything except windshield 
wipers for fogged-up mirrors. 
The modern American is ex- 
pected to use this equipment 
every day. He bathes more fre- 
quently thanhe contemplates his 
immortal soul. Does this prove | 
that bathing makes a man civi- 
lized, or merely that progress 
and plumbing march side by 
side? 

i can remember the first 
telephone that I ever saw at-the 
age of six years, and in-’sur- 
prise, I laughed aloud at the sight 
of a grown man speaking into 
a strange locking box high on 
the wall. That was the time 
when the Income Tax was of 
minor importance and the 
terror of the H, Bomb was un- 
known. ff a man could afford 
a ‘‘Model T°” he was consid- 

ered well-off, and people still 
respected the sanctity of the 
macriege vow— a time when 
bobbed kair, cold waves and 
frosted hair was unknown fac- 
tors in the lives of American 
‘women-a time when the Fourth 
‘of «July was still celebrated 
with oratory, bands, display 


of flags, picaics anj red soda 
water. 


i 7 7 ‘a 
. . we io 
amy | ¥f ao 
wrt y Wa mY ie “a 
eT ta i. ; 
ee 


y 


Pei 

o — — a 
Bs 

fal 


f lay Ba Bit ae 


; Seebivonk A 
7 OME Tee Pew gi 


#3 EN eon > ow gn Tey gid 
Mine ah dh dite Pata ee een Fe ak M085 ence 
ever W¥CNOD CED Shower wike py i dade y yarn Mya 
y : My et ‘ SOG MiNMoed 
tan aad Sea gh cmedge,. eae VM aie Shans Yo pany Z 
Peon O ete eb o i ; aa 4 yg hsind Lsteaid a ps a \ 
* pont mths ‘aaa 
Hehe ron eee gage Tt ey wed aed) 1 os 
hlaitintw” ximoney eae he A Dhueds ai eisoy Biooysy 
TUTE Es G-bompad “uh AT read ees Gry, yrds 
“AD tl aR HNA gym ect Ly. oY ot ten yiow Xk af iy 
Reeeriqiapt, May Ay ad raed -wvol of shidutout inst 
“talent Sedzed oh wybiyisgy = OMS eet ent qu thgooud 
re-enact oberon ; 
“NES WO + EmCe Bee Mest yp ity detobite, wdheonts oft be aw 
| Sete oad yiwnam: oo henid uke eee ee 
; cooyiid wd) eelic 


Matielividiehe te 
maya et fo ed sna 


me oct & -owme | cust hae 
pg nec i = carpe? TA aan iyteg 
ep waa gh 


Primary school for me was 
a smal! building on the corner 
of St. Mary’s and Victoria Sts., 
where the first grade teacher 
threatened to put any pupil who 
misbehaved (777) in a closet 
with a skeleton. Although I never 
saw the skeieton, Evans assur ~ 
ed me there reflly was one for. 
he saw it several times. The 
upper grades were in a three 
story building across the street 
which is today the Primary 
school. There were hitching 
posts on the south side of the 
playground for the horses of 
those who had to ride to school. 
For-several years, two athletic 
students, who rode to school in 
a gig, took turns running behind 
the gig, keeping intrim for foot- 
bail and track. 

As a child, I was fascinated 
bv an oid blacksmith shop lo- 
cated on second street near the 
bridge where Barker’s Tea-~ 
Room iater stood — and [| liked 
to stop for a few minutes to 
watch—as the American Poet, 
Longfellow once wrote of ““The 
Village Blacksmith’’ — 

“‘And children coming home 
from school 

Look at the open door; 

They love to see the flaming 
forge, 

And hear the bellows roar.”’ 

The post office had been mov- 
ed to Front Street where an 
elierly Postmaster would tea- 
singly grab my fingers as I 
reached for the mail, withthe 
usual greeting, “‘How many hot 
biscuits did you eat for break- 
fast this morning?” . 

Do you remember a small 
jail on Aransas Street near the 
First Baptist Church? Some- 
times as I passed by with my 
mother walking to town, in my 
childish fancy, I could almost 
see ghosts flitting in and out of 
that little jail to the vacant 
buildings just around the corner 
on Calhoun St., where thriving 
business establishments once 
stood — a Hotel, a Drug Store, 
a Bank — but now silent wit- 
nesses of a bygone era when 
Kenedy was better known as 
“‘Six Shooter Junction.”’ 

Does every generation ex- 
perience such drastic changes“ 
The history of the Twentieth 
Century is being written in 
science and in achievement. 
Think of the many inventions 
that are being developed at an 
ever increasing rate — with 
radio, color TV, iron lung, 


IO 


electrocardiograph, the dis— ' 


covery of wonder drugs, frozen 
food process, vitamins, synthe- 
tic materials, central heat and 
air conditioning, and all the 
modern household appliances 
which have become so important 


to the American home. H.V, | 
Kaltenborn, the famous news | 


commentator, recently said that 
more progress has been made 
in this past half Centruy than 
in the previous three centuries 
combined, Who would ever 
dream in his wildest flights of 
imagination of-astronauts mak- 
ing so many orbits in space — 
jet propelled planes zooming 
faster than the speed of sound- 
of guided missiles and satel- 
lites ~ an age of radar and 
rockets — of electrons and 
atoms, and the ever increas- 
ing danger of Nuclear war. 

The Twentieth Century and. 
I have witnessed the transi- 
tion from horse and buggy days 
to horseless carriages—of air- 
Planes as invented by the Wright 
Bros. to this jet age— of silent 
movies to talking pictures in 
technicolor, and now, the atomic 
power for peaceful uses offers 
an enormous challenge for to- 
morrow. It has been indeed a 
wonderful Age of Change and 


Discovery and only our ail pe- | 


werful Creator of the Universe 
knows what the Future holds. 
—— 


A Pioneer Citizen 


A PIONEER CITIZEN 

Gus Tips Sr., was married in 
1879 to Miss Anna Heberer. In 
1880 engaged in hardware busi- 
ness in San Antonio; moved to 
Runge in 1887. One of the found- 
ers of Runge’s and Karnes 
County’s oldest mercantile es- 
tablishmerts (G, Tips Store), 
established in 1887; from 1911 
to 1918 he was president of the 
Runge National Bank, also 
Runge’s first mayor, 1912 to 


1915, and community builder. | 
His death occuried June 16, | 


1921. 


piel sea Nant! ee 
RUNGE HOTEL 

Comfortable, Clean Rooms and 

. Table supplied the Best in the 

Market. Single Mcats, 25 cents. 

Mrs. MC. Long, Propriepr. 
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THE COURT HOUSE 
AT KARNES CITY 


By B. A. HARTMAN 
County Judge 

On Feb. 4, 1854, the Texas 
legislature passed an act cre- 
ating Karnes County. Helena, 
being a thriving community at 
that time, was chosen as the 
County seat. In a few years 
Helena was a most important 
stopping place on the old In- 
dianola-San Antonio Road. 

By 1873, a new rock court 
house was built. It still stands 
as mute testimony to a once 
thriving metropolis that failed 


_ to take the advent of the rail- 


road seriously. : 

The railroad made its ap- 
pearance in Karnes County 
about 1886. Helena was by- 
passed, soon- to fade away. 
Karnes City came into being 
and, since it was located on 
the railroad, prospered. In less 
than ten years the County Seat 
was moved to Karnes City. 

As the result of a petition, 
County Judge Wm. A, Little 
ordered an election to be held 
Dec. 21, 1893, in Karnes County 


for the purpose of removing the 
County Seat to another town or 
retaining it in Karnes City. 

After due time a court house 
was erected in Karnes City. 
As the legend goes, ‘‘Onedark 
night a group of men went to 
Helena and moved the records. 
The guard, whose duty it was 
to protect the records, climbed 
aboard the wagon and proudly 
rode to Karnes City perform- 
ing the duty for which he was 
hired.”’ 

County Judges who have 
served since the Court House 
has been at Karnes City are: 
Wm. A. Little, J. W. Rutledge, 
F, T. Barnes, A. J. Parker, 
C, L. Bell, Thomas B, Smiley, 
D, O, Klingman, Thomas B. 
Smiley, W. S. Pickett, Ted 
Butler and B.A, ‘‘Pete’’ Hart- 
man. 

It was during the 1920's that 
the original court house was 
remodeled, and a new wing 
added, Except for minor re- 
pairs, the structure has re- 
mained the same.— 
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IN BUGGY DAYS 
Maggie Rutledge Ruhmanm (Mrs. Ed P., Sr.) and Mrs. Isabel Ruhmann Cook (Sister of E, P. 
and Jake M. Ruhmann) are shown in a buggy on Main Street, Kenedy. First house on right is 
where Kauffmann Motor Company is now. Fhe other three houses were built by Mr. Hines 
for his two sons, Marcus and Hines, and daughter, Mrs. Will Ammons. 


=. ~ 
GOOD OLE DAYS 
Do you remember when Kenedy had a water supply company??? WELL ... you’re much older 
than Ll. 
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MORE KARNES 
CITY HISTORY 


OIL SPOILED THE 

FIRST MUNICIPAL WELL 

By JOHN TOBIN 

The town of Karnes City came 
into existence in 1892 and was 
first named Karnes, on account 
of the similarity so of Karnes 
and Kernes, atowninnorthern 
Texas. The post office depart- 
ment added City to Karnes, mak- 
ing it Karnes City. 

Just a few years before the 
days of Karnes City the S.A, & 
A.P. railroad had decided to 
build a city about a mile south, 
where the R.A. Little farm is 
now located. The town was map- 
ped out and named ‘‘Kenedy’’.A 
depot was erected, a turn table 
put in ard other improvements 
made. This point was supposed 
to have been the junction. On 
account of somedispute over the 
title to the land the rail people 
pulled up and moved about five 
miles down the road to where 
Kenedy is now located. The tract 
of land on which the town is lo- 
cated comprises 1000 acres and 
was bought from Jas. L. and T, 
J. Calvert at $5.00 per acre. 
Helena was then the county seat. 


ONE OF KENEDY'S EARLY STORES 


In 1894 an election was held and 
the county seat movedto Karnes 
City however not with out con- 
siderable legal 
While supporters assembled 
about 20 wagons, went over to 
Helena one night loaded county 
records and moved themto Kar- 
nes City. The county officers at 
that time were W.A, Little, 
county judge, A, Maley, county 
clerk, J.J. Seale, sheriff and tax 
collector. H. Afedel, the county 
treasurer, L, G, Bailey tax as- 
sessor and F.R, Graves county 
attorney. 

Game was plentiful in those 
days. It was very common to 
see from 5 to 10 deer when 
driving from Karnes City to 
Helena. 

The first postmaster was R, 
F. Harris, with the writer as 
assistant. 
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controversy. | 


Buchel, Wagner & Co., from 

Cuero put in a large whole- 
| sale and retail grocery store 
with a general line of retail 
| merchandise. They also erected 
| the first cotton gin. This was 
considered the market center 
of the county for a number of 
years, there being no gins at 
Helena, Panna Maria, nor any 
of the inland towns, consequent=- 
ly Karnes City got most of the 
cotton. 

The Karnes Reporter, by Wil- 
son, Graves and Seale, was 
among the first enterprises, 
Lard in all directions sold from 
5.00 to 12.00 per acre. The Mc- 
Clane ranch lying just south of 
the river was cut into farm 
tracts and sold out from $8.00 
to $12.00 per acre. The land 
south sold for about the same. 
Water was used in 1922 from a 
deep 1400 feet. Tobin saic there 
was no question but there was 
gas in the well as you could 
open any hydrant in town, apply 
a match and the blaze would 
burn two or three feet high. 


He Can Do tt. 
C.W. AUTREY, at P.W. Tom’s 
barber shop, can make an old 
watch new, a good watch, bet- 
ter, and a dead watch, run. Try 
it and believe it. 
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A LATE PICTURE 


This is rather a late picture of Walter G, Riedel, Sr. 


LOTS OF FUN HAD HERE 


This Hale romentic house wag built by Norris McClane in the 
good times. It was just 2 1/2 miles from Kenedy. 
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MARKET REPORT 
GALL-The market is glutted. 
POSTAGE STAMPS _ Steady at 
2¢ each. TAFFY-Prices vary 
with the size of the lump and 
how it is applied. ‘“‘HIGH LIFE”’ 
-In demand and generally onthe 
move. THE PIC-NIC - Free 
as air. 


year 1891. This house saw lots of 
Did you go there to some of those good times? 
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AN IMPRESSIVE GRGUP OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 


ee 


Pictured with the former ‘“‘biggest little sheriff in Texas’’ are Ray Garnet, Clyde Kendall, 
Harrison Mitchell, Bob Hutchins, Harper Morris (that’s him), and Ross Schuster, Picture 
was taken before Morris had retired as Sheriff of Karnes County (January, 1961). 


ai ARPER MORRIS 
BIGGEST LITTLE 
IN TEXAS 


The biggest little sheriff in 
Texas, Harper Morris, ended a 
yery colorful 26-year career 
in Karnes County almost three 
years ago, and yet, when any- 
one speaks of law enforcement 
officers his name _ always 
‘‘pops’’ into the conversation, 

Morris came by the above 
description honestly. He stands 
a mere 5 feet 3 inches in boot 
heels. Joking about his size, 
Morris once said, ‘“They just 
barely made enough of me to 
reach the ground.’’ But reach 
it he did and in boots that were 
worth a second look~see. Spe- 
cial made, size two and one- 
half, they were as much a 
trademark of the Karnes County 
sheriff as the pistol on his tie 


clasp . . . the only pisto! he 


ites 


wore except when he was ac- 
tively working on a Case. 

Although most of the prison-~ 
ers Morris arrested and jailed 
tower over him, he never found 
it necessary to club or shoot 
one. He did injure one man, an 
escaped prisoner from Arkan- 
sas who had robbed a bank at 
Luling, in an automobile chase 
leading to the man’s capture 
when Morris shot at the tires 
and one bullet ricocheted 
through the floor board into the 
man’s foot. Incidentally Morris 
got nationwide publicity on this 
case when it was publicized on 
the Gangbuster program. 

On another case Morris shot 
a 30-30 rifle out of the hands 
of one of two hijackers who 
were resisting arrest. 

Thirty minutes after he was 
first sworn inin 1935, a shoot- 
ing took place within a block of 
the courthouse. Since that first- 
day investigation that resulted 
in a jury conviction on acharge 
of murder, Morris had investi- 


gated just about every type of 


crime on the books short of kid- 
napping. 

Fellow officers regarded him 
as a born detective and stub- 
bornly persistent whenhe began 
investigating a crime. 


a 


Morris was a second-genera- 
tion Karnes County sheriff. His 
father, W.T. (Brack) Morris 
served as a Texas Ranger for 
six years and as sheriff of 
Karnes County for five years. 
He was killed 60 years ago while 
attempting to arrest two 
notorious horse thieves on a 
ranch in the Lenz community. 
Brack Morris, mortally wound- 
ed, shot one of the Cortez bro- 
thers who afterwards died in| 
the Karnes County Jail. The 
second was captured near the | 
Mexican border and later sen- 
tenced to 99 years in the peni- 
tentiary. (J.-A. Martin, father 
of Mrs. Hattie Goff, was one 
of the men in the above posse 
who helped to capture Cortez.) 

About 1939. vears before the | 
two-way radio, Morris installed 
a special red light signal on 
top the Karnes City water tower. 
Visible for miles in every 
direction, the signal was used 
to flash code messages to the 
sheriff or one of his deputies 
out on call. 

Harper Morris today is re- 
tired with his wife on his little 
ranch in the Gillett community. 
Shortly after his retirement he 
suffered a stroke and has been 
partially paralized ever since. 
Because of his illness, he leads 
a much quieter life, but to his 
friends he’llalways bethe “‘big- 
gest little sheriff in Texas!”’ 
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OFF ON A TRIP 


Off on a trip to the cool Colorado mountains is Mr. and 
Mrs. P, B, Butler. The children of this couple are Mrs. 
I, L. Russell, Mrs. Ruth (Van) Ingram, Mrs. Della Tips, 
Mrs, Bertha Ruhmann (Mrs. G.C.). 
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HIGH HAT 


Here is one that you will get a kick out off. Hugh Kendall, John 


W, Yeary and seated is Harper Morris. 


KARNES CITY LIVESTOCK AUCTION inc 


Shown left to right are R.J.Riedel, G.J.Tips 
Edgar Sherrill and Milton Harper, owners 
and operators. 
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YOU SAID IT 


A man may fall many times. 
But, he won’t be a failure until 
he says somebody pushed him. 


The dictionary is the only 
place where success comes be- 
fore work. 


It is not who is right, but 
what is right, that isimportant. 


You can tell when you are on 
the right road — it’s upgrade. 


You're only young once. After 
that it takes another excuse. 
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In 1858 a settler named Gowalik built the first stone house in Panna Maria, 


Americc's first Polish colony. Today it is owned by Theodore Pollack. 


N_ ked and grotesque stand the ruins of the old-world houses at Panna Maria. 
Old tombstones at Panna Maria bear Polish inscriptions. Some are translated. 
On Sunday hymns of old Poland fill the Church of the Immaculate Conception. 


(Editor’s note; After perus~ 
ing old papers, etc. we came 
upon this fabulous story on 
Panna Marta we'd like to share 
with you.) 


Some of the strangest men to 
settle the West traveled along 
the Mexican Cart Road, which 
writhed its way from the Texas 
coast to old San’ Antonio de 
Bejar. Conquistadores, mission 
builders and soldiers of fortune 
from faraway lands drifted its 
length to seek new lives on a 
raw and lawless frontier. The 
fabulous, the unknown, che rich, 
the poor — it funneled them all 
through a wilderness. 

But perhaps the oddest of the 
motley lot was a band of 800 
Polish immigrants. After nine 
weeks in the hold of a ship, 
they docked at Galveston on the 
eve of winter 95 years ago. 
From there they walked into an 
untamed land to found the sleepy 
village of Panna Maria, the first 
Polish settlement in America. 

They spoke no English and had 
little property, except crude 
farm implements and a cross 


for the church they intended to 


build. But feudalistic Poland and 
political misery were behind. 
And they stepped off eagerly 


with their belongings in push- © 


carts and on their backs. Death, 
despair and misery lay ahead. 

For two weeks they wander- 
ed along the coast to the Port 
of Indianola. Here they swung 
into the Mexican Cart Road to 
search-- out Father Leopold 


Moczygemba, a Catholic mis- | 
sionary serving in Texas. He | 


had organized the movement 
through letters to his father in 
Prussian Silesia. 

Yellow fever struck the im- 
migrants several days out of 


Indianola. A blue Texas norther | 


howled down. Someturned back. 
Others lacked the strength to 
proceed because of hardships 
suffered at sea. Fewhad money, 


By JOHN RUCKMAN 


some had no shoes, many were 
starving and freezing. But the 
main body ploddedg.on through 
the wet wintery days, weary 
and silent, homesick and afraid. 

At night, like animals, they 
huddled together for warmth to 
await another bleak dawn. 
Through the long blackness they 
sat dumb with exhaustion, hear- 
ing the whimpers of a heart- 
broken mother, or the screams 
of an orphaned child. Yet they 
pushed on, pausing only to bury 
she dead. 

More than 100 of the settlers 
died on the trail before the band 
reached San Antonio. Hopeless 
and thoroughly discouraged, 
they waited for Father Léopold, 
who galloped from Castroville, 
25 miles distant, to take charge. 
For two days he led them south- 
east down the San Antonio River, 
to the mouth of Cibolo Creek, 
in Karnes County, and therethe 
survivors threw down their 
loads. 

At midnight, circling a live 
oak tree that still stands in 
mute testimony, they celebrated 
the first mass in a strange 
new home. kt was Christmas 
Eve, 1854. 


A smalit supply of corn was. 


thetr only food, trees and sage- 


brush their only shelter. But 
they set to work building ‘tiny 
huts of pickets and mud, roofing 
them with tall native.grass. 
Yellow fever still ravaged them. 
Many were bitten by the raettle- 
snakes which abounded at the 
junction of the streams. And 
their squalid conditions were 
aggravated by continuous rain. 

Families broke up and moved 
on, each member to shift for 
himself. There is no record of 
how many died, but within two 
months the colony dwindled to 
about one-half its original size. 


VAR 


“Oh, what we suffered in our 
beginning,”’ wrote Father 
Adolph Bakanowski, a member 
of the colony. ‘We had no 
homes, only the few trees and 
small bushes for shelter. There 
was no other human being 
around to help us. 

“Occasionally, a cowboy 
would pass through our settle- 
ment, but that brought us little 
consolation since we could not 
speak English. One would havea 
good laugh at us; another would 
indulge in some practical joke 
and ride on his way... 

‘‘People were dying of star- 
vation . . . And leaving his 
shelter, one was never sure to 
return safely. The cries of 
women and children were piti- 
ful. All, without exception, had 
to walk with a stick or hoe as 
protection against the crawling 
repitles. 

‘When our wretchedness 
forced us to leave our families 
and seek money and food, we 
were shown by some the prac- 
tical end of a gun and told to 
dance for ourpay — which even- 
tually we did not get. That was 
the hardest blow of all. After 
weeks, even months of hard 
labor, we were forced to return 
home penniless where children 
cried for bread...” 

Fortunately, there were no 
Indian attacks, though the red- 
men helped themselves to cattle 
and horses near by. A thousand 
times worse were the drifting 
cutthroats that infested the 
neighborhood, who tookevery- 
thing in sight and laughted in 
the faces of the strange, silent 
foreigners. 

But somehow the settlers 
managed to exist. By the end of 
1855 miany had built cabins of 
the straight cottonwood saplings 
growing on the river banks. 
They were dark, crude buildings 
plastered with sod. Most 
families had scratched out a 
patch in which to plant corn. 
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A stone church was erected 
next to the oak treeunder which 
they had celebrated their first 
mass. Men found employment 
at surrounding ranches and | 
towns. Often, they walked eight 
miles to work, received 50 cents 
a day for labor, and retraced 
their steps home after dark. | 
Flour was $24 ahundred pounds. 


Corn was $3 a bushel. Yet the , 


colony lived. 

Then there was no rain for 
14 months. Nothing could be 
planted. Vegetation withered 
and died, leaving nothing but 
thirsty, cracked earth. Wives 
and young giris walked along to 
distant cities seeking work. 
Some families headed back from 
where they had come. One group 
struck out along the old buffalo 
‘trails that led north. They even- 
tually settled near St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

A second 


1855. Some settled at Panna 
Maria, but for the most part 
they scattered to form sur- 
rounding communities or moved 
on to Bandera and San Antonio. 
Father Leopold attempted to 
hold his colony together, but a 
feeling of bitterness had arisen 


toward him. The colony shrank. 


to about 150 persons. Then 
Father Leopold was recalled to 
Rome, never to return, 

Winter came. There was no 
food. Ahead lay’ death by slow 
starvation. But one day a 
wealthy rancher, sensing the 
settlers’ plight, drove a herd 
of steers into the village. Soon 
after, another sent wagon loads 
of corn. 

This’ was .a turning point. 
Rains came, spring crops flou- 
rished. By 1858 old-world stone 
cottages began to appear. Scat- 
tered over the rolling hills near 
Panna Maria, the ruins of many 
still stand, naked and grotesque, 
like aged sentinels at post. 

The next few years were 


spent in peace, until Fort Sum- | 


ter fell and the Civil War be- 
gan. Every man of age inPanna 
Maria was enlisted. ‘‘At the 
age of 18, I was forced into 
Confederate ranks and ordered 
to Arkansas,’’ reminisced Alex 


Dzuik, in a quotation set down | 


by a friend. . 

“The food was the poorest- 
ears of corn soaked in water- 
and the guns were old instru- 
ments taken from the colonists. 
I remained in the Confederate 
Army till the end of the war, 
and when I returned under the 
paternal roof, even my mother 
did not recognize me.”’ 


Ik 


immigration of 
about 700 persons arrived in | 


The people of Panna Maria 
were in rags. Calico was $50 
a yard, and there was no money. 
For coffee they parched sweet 
potatoes and okra beans. For 
‘soda they burned corn cobs and 
sifted the ashes. 

Bitter resentment of the 
Poles flared in the reconstruc- 
tion days after the Civil War. 
The simple farmers could not 
yet speak English, and they were 
subjected to the same treat- 


ment as_ the newly freed 
Negroes. 
“‘Whether traveling or at 


home, we had no peace,’’ wrote 
Father Bakanowski. ‘‘Not even 
the church was free... . Cow- 


boys entered the church during | 


services with their straw hats 
on and smoking cigarets. They 


would come around the altar | 


during mas3 and curiously exa~ 
. Ine the contents of the Chalice. 
On the road they would shoot 
at the Polanders’ feet, in many 
instances wounding them .. .’’ 

On one occasion, ‘‘the even- 
ing of Holy Saturday, when all 
our people were in church, there 
arrived a crowd (of strangers), 
it seemed from all parts.... 


There must have been 80 on. 


horseback and a numberof carts 
and carriages filled with ladies 
who stayed in the background 
- - - All (the men) were arm- 
ed as usyal... 


‘As our people were leaving 
the services, the fight began 
with stones. A heavy-set man 
leveled his double-barreled gun 
at the women and children as- 
sgembled in front of the church 
and pulled the trigger. For- 
tunately, the gun did not dis- 
charge. 

‘When I looked upon that 
farce and heard the howls of 
glee from thoge American 
ladies, deprived even of the 
womanly instincts, I must con- 


| fess, something happened witi- 


in me .. I rushed to my room 
. «.took my revolver and fired 
above their heads ... In a mo- 
ment the place was cleared ..- 
“lr was a sad thing. I did not 
know what to do. To make 
charges against such attacks — 
but where? And to whom? The 
sheriff himself, with his de- 
puties, sided with the Ameri- 
cans.”" Lan 
Ignorance of the language and 
the ways of the frontier, the 
barbarity of the foot-loose 
drifters who wandered along 
the old Cart Road, and the pre- 
judice against them made life 
unbearable. So. several of the 
colonists walked to San Antonio, 
traveling by night, to petition 
the military authocity for help. 


PASS Tote 


Soon a contingent-of cavalry- 
men arrived at Patma Maria to 
keep order. They stayed eight 
months, and when finally they 
rode out, it was said that more 
than 100 thieves and murderers 
vad been apprehended in the 


neighborhood. Most. of them | 


were hanged or shot by a firing 
squad. : 

AT ONCE everything chang- 
ed. New peace officers were 
elected. Order was established. 
Life in general went on peace- 
fully, but persecution still was 
strong. In the midst of such 
‘comditions the Polish settlers 
were driven closer together. 
They avoided, whenever pos- 


sible, every outside influence,- 


which accounts to a large ex- 


tent forthe preservation oftheir 


customs today. 

Polish is still spoken in all 
of the homes. At the church 
the traditional hymns of the old 
country are sung as they were 
centuries ago. Everyone works 
the soil. There are possible 
thousands of descendants in 
America of the 800 immigrants 
who landed in Texas 95 years 
ago. But only some 20 families 
remain in the immediate 
vicinity of the village their 
fathers named Panna Maria. 
Translated to the English, it 
means Virgin Mary. 

At;the turn of the century, 
when railroads sliced up South- 
east Texas, Panna Maria was 
missed. Consequently, it failed 
to grow. Few persons have ever 
heard of it. But its founders 
wrenched land from a desolate 
wilderness and turned it into a 
prosperous farming region. To- 
day their descendants lived in 
peace amid swaying fields of 
corn and rippling seas of flax. 

Yet, during Lent, immedi- 
ately after High Mass, when 
these farmers chant the Gor- 
zkie Zale (Bitter Sorrows), bile 
must Well in the hearts of some 
as they reflect upon thedreams 

| that never came true for their 
fathers. But if it does, it is 
not apparent. 

Father Edward Dworaczyk, 
until recently pastor of the 
Church of the Immaculate Con- 

“ception, Panna Maria, once 
summed up his people’s attitude 
in a few words. 

“‘We are contem. The past is 
gone and forgiven,’’ he said. 
“To feel otherwise would not 
be in keeping with our history, 
As Father Bakanowski has said 

| before me, Panna Maria is a 
relic of Texas’ early develop- 
ment. It is drenched with sweat 
and the tears of exiles, who 
sought shelter from poverty and 
oppression — and wanted no 
more than freedoin and a piece 
of bread.’’ 
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CITY’S SECRETARY 
A 1913 picture of the City of 
Kenedy’s Secretary, 


Edgar 
Young. 


Naked and grotesque stand the ruins of 
the old-world houses at Panna Maria. 


A WONDERFUL PERSON 


The late Mrs. Mae Mueller, 
seers aoe wr mother of Irvin Mueller ...was 
2 ree we eg : — a delightful person 
; ° wonderful friend to all. 


and a 


Oldest home in Panna Maria, still occupied by descendants of original 
settlers—now residence of Henry Manka. 
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Mr. Johnny Ebrom..with 18 years of reliable service and repair 
shown with son Edwin. who is already lendine ‘Dad’ a hand. 


McClane Motor 


Left to Right- General Field Mgr. Jim Clark 
Sykes McClane, Ford Dealer -James McClane, 
Ford Sales Representative, A.C. Collins, Zone 
Representative. 
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Left to right-J.H.Fox,Assistant Manager-Mr. 
Sykes McClane-C.E.Schneider,Dealer Repre- 
sentative-Edwin Fenner, Mgr.Service Station 
and Tire Dept. 


Left to right-James McClane-Edwin Fenner, 
Texaco Specialist-Sykes McClane, Dealer - 
Bill Cole-Texaco Representative-and Pete 
Wiatrek-Texaco Agent. 
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W.G.RIEDEL 
TRUCKING CO. 


Shown with a full load of cotton, already on the truck and ready 
to go, are W. G. Reidel Trucking Co. drivers Leonard ‘‘Rabbit’’ 


Clark (ieft) and Rudy Gutierrez. 
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C0 D MILLING CO. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Jalufka (left) managers of C.U.D. Milling Company, offer the 
best in custom mix feeds. Mr. Jalufka (right) shown at the door of C.O.D. Milling 


Co., offers friendly service and knowledge of livestock and poultry, with quality 
Master Mix formula feeds. 
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RUHMAN 
STORE 


Our business, one of Karnes County’s most historic, was 
- established December 16, 1898, when E, P. Ruhmann Sr. 
bought out Tuhlmeyer and Kauffmann Tin Shop. Business was 
‘continued at this location ‘‘on the Hill,’’ across from the 
present Washam Seed Co., until the early 1900's. | 
- The business was then moved ‘‘downtown”’ to the Foster 
Feed Store location. (the Foster Feed Store at present 
occupies part of the original building of the Ruhmann Hard- 
ware Co.) The store at this time included a tin shop, where 
cisterns were made. The company also guttered houses and 
put up windmills. The stock included buggies and wagons. 
This location was occupied until the erection of the three 
story Nichols building, which is at the present time occupied 
by Stockton TV and Appliance. The Ruhmann Hardware Co. 
occupied the lower floor of this building until 1917, when 
Mr. E.P, Ruhmann Sr. sold out and after two years of in- | 
activity, founded the U.S, Army Goods Store at the present 
location. Hardware and Army goods were sold, with Mr. Ruh- 
mann traveling to auctions, and purchasing surplus army | 
goods. 

In 1926, the name was changed to Ruhmann Mercantile 
Co. which featured, besides hardware, dry goods and gro - 
ceries. 

In 1942 the name was changed again, becoming Ruhmann 
Store, and groceries were moved from the rear of the store 
to the front.In 1947 the grocerydepartment was discontinued. 

Today you will find a complete stock of sporting goods 
Farm supplies, housewares, gifts, appliances and Pittsburgh 
Paints in the modern Ruhmann Store. 
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A far cry from the earlier photos of Ruhmann Store, is this one, taken in the modern Gift Shop, 


where (left to right) Paul Ruhmann, Ruhmann Franklin, and Mrs. Clyde Franklin wait to greet 
you, 
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MR. and MRS. OTTO SCHUENEMANN 
1899 
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MR. and MRS. JOHN RICHARD SaAW 
1880 


MR. and MRS. P. R. GOFF, SR. 
1889 
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MR. and MRS. L. A. BLACKWELL 


MR. and MRS. S. L. MAY 
1898 
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MR. and MRS. MARCELLUS RACKLEY 
1895 
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Runge Progresses jn 
Better Water Use 


Se 


By PAT MIXON 
President of Community State Bank 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: Pat Mixon is oneof Runge’s leading citizens. 
He is the president of the Community State Bank of Runge, is 
married to Ruby Walling Mixon. They have three children, 
Mrs. Dick Schendel ‘of Runge, Joel Mixon, Runge High School 
principal, and Eddie Pat Mixon, president of the bank in Nord- 
heim, and eleven grandchildren. 


In the Runge community, we have found that irrigation by way 
of the sprinkler system has paid off for the dairyman inthe 
past ten years, now the rancher is finding it a life saver 
during the drought we have been going through the past sum-= 
mer. One of our stock cattlemen has just completed a seven 
hundred gallon per minute water well at a depth of 567 feet 
that will sprinkle one hundred acres of coastal bermuda grass 
giving it 2 1/2 inches of water per month, which will produce 
grazing for 100 cows thru the spring and summer and also 
produce in the fall $5,000.00 worth of hay for the winter. 
Water in the Runge community can be gotten from 350 to | 


alr 


MOXIM Tag 4, 
isoth oanid YinuaraoD to momnes74 


- yuitent nego 3o 920 21 aeetM tT SATO 2'AOTIOR) 
a! GRU Yo dipeh aies2 ynuceD ets to xteblesrq ot) af ob 
savblice awl ovet yotT OOM gaitieW gieR ot berraert 
fondne Qt! tye ont jool cg teietneds® 450) ver 


~ trol of dyed ods ke awehteeng sachet fa? aIbb? tre Leqingiig 
avatlstotenry tervals Lig anton 


= i ooliagrr thas tel eyed ow vgtinuminia sot ada al 
ob wy yal Ye bing ged irom ye setts a we 
cv! me willed ‘edo vb won eteey met feeg 
‘<cine aa i aad Gale Val Wied ow sige EY 
arevivi Tyee pedagerroes meat acd asuAitiey doom yo 1 
twat Ce digol « dw tive em Monn aq me 
Pan anereud Marmace bo apie - ’ 
ming eg wl < 
“ydhonw cn a 08 a2 3 8 J 


( ES 


600 feet, which gives ample supply for the sprinkler system 
for 50 to 100 acres. 

A well of this type is insurance against droughts such as we 
have been having. There is no expense when they are not in 
use and it comes in ‘‘mighty’’ handy when we need them. If 
we want to go deeper we can get the Carrizo sands where 
water is available for flooding purposes. Karnes County is 
on the edge of the Carrizo sand and the Wilcox group, with 
large supplies of water from the Carrizo sand and sands 
of the underlying Wilcox group. The Carrizo sand is the. 
principal source of water in the southwest part of the area 
and is the source of irrigation water in the Winter Garden. 
District. Formations of the Wilcox group are not important 
sources of water in the Winter Garden District, but they 
become more sandy to the northeast and East Central Texas. 
The Carrizo and the Wilcox dip farther underground the 
water becomes too saline for most uses.—PAT MIXON, 


President, Community State Bank, Runge, Texas. 


REAL ESTATE ADV. 
IN EARLY DAYS 


Runge, Karnes Ct., Texas 
November 21, 1890 


Karnes County is capable ot 
Traising as fine cotton, corn, 
fruits, vegetables, live stock 
and handsome girls as any coun- 
ty in the great Southwest. Dis- 
believers are invited to inves- 
tigate. 


(AD) 
LAND FOR THE MILLIONS 
in 
Karnes 
County 
the 
Garden Spot 


of the Great and Growing South- 
west. 
125,000 Acres 125,000 
of land of unequaled fertility in 
quantities to suit purchasers. In 
this land purchasers have the 
choice of upland or river-bot- 
tom, prairie or timber - either 
or both. This land surrounds on 
all sides the town of Runge, one 
of the most prosperous am ra- 
pidly growing towns on the S.A, 
& A.P. railroad, containing a 
bank. Its business institutions 
are, many of them, among the 
soundest in the State. 

This land will be sold at rea- 


EDITORIAL 

Karnes County is a paradise 
for farmers. Crops never fail. 
Settle on the rich lands around 
Runge and open up a town. You 
will never regret it. 


sonable prices. Terms-One- | 


fourth cash; ‘balance in one, 
two, three, four and five years. 

In addition to the above we 
have FARMS, ‘RANCHES AND 
TOWN PROPERTY, 

For sale, both in this and ad- 
joining counties, among which 
are decided bargains. Write us 
for particulars. 

Karnes county has the most 
productive lands and as salu- 
brious a climate as any inthe 
fertile southwest. Its school and 
church privileges are unexcell- 
ed. It has two lines of rail- 
roads — forty-five miles-pass- 
ing through it, with others in 
immediate prospect. It has 
direct dally passenger and 
freight trains to San Antonio 
and Houston, and to the coast | 
at Galveston, Aransas Pass 
and Corpus Christi, being but a 
few hours ride trom any. 

All who desire to either buy 
or sell land in this section 
should address at once. 

GILLETT & LECKIE 
Land Agents, 
Runge, Karnes Ct., Texas 
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RUNGE FIRE STATION 


RUNGE POST OFFICE 

This is the new modern Post Office in Runge. Standing in front of the building are Mrs. Rose 
Franger, postmaster, and Mrs. Lucille Koenig. Mrs. Selma Pfullmann is not pictured. The 
three ladies do a fine job in keeping Runge’s mail on the go. 
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COMMUNITY 


STATE BANK 


This picture of the original bank building on the left was taken 
in the early 1920’s. The present modern COMMUNITY STATE 
BANK on the right was founded in 1945, with Walter Tips as 
President, and Pat Mixon as executive Vice President. 
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PAT MIXON 
President 
A. C. BRIEGER 
Vice-President 
ABNER MOORE, JR 
Vice-President 
CALLAN JONAS 
Cashier 
BETTA SCHRADE 
Asst. Cashier 


IRECTOR 


Walter Tips 
Pat Mixon 
G. C. Pittman 
A. B. Hami] 
Abner Moore, Jr. 
A. C. Brieger 


Shown in the modern,newly paneled COMMUNITY STATE BANK 
are,left to right, Mr. Pat Mixon,president; Callan Jones, cashier; 
and Mrs. Mary Witt, bookkeeper and teller. Mrs Betta Schrade 
assistant cashier is not shown. 
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A 1947 PICTURE 
This was taken in 1947 of Mrs. Hester Ruckman and Mrs. 
Margaret (Monie) Ruckman. 


GETTING PRETTIED - UP 

This was the beauty shop of Mrs. Thelma Barbee behind her father’s (J.A, Johnson) barber 
shop on Main Street, which is now part of the bank-in fact, about where Bill Atkinson’s office 
is now. Left to right in the photo are Velma (Ziese) Lewallen, Thelma Barbee, Jane Patterson, 


Uuncan, Mrs. J.A. May, Patty (Hinton) Ketchum, and Mrs. R.M, Smith. Time of the photo is 
believed to be abeut 1935. 
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A BIG PILE UP 


This one a lot of you oid timers will recall. A big train wreck. 
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A BIG DAY IN KENEDY 


This was the day when everybody and his dog came to town to watch the parade of the Shriners. 
The year ...1914,...Do you.see yourself? 
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HOLLYWOOD JAIL 
What do you see here? You are 


right, the mother, sister and | 


brother-in-law of the President 
of the First Nichols National 
Bank Bill Atkinson’s whole fam- 
ily behind BARS—OH, NO, THIS 
WAS IN. HOLLYWOOD AND 
JUST FOR FUN YOU KNOW! 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
BANK SITTING ON A LOG 


This little fellow with his som- 
brero sitting on a log just—day 
dreaming is the President of 
the First Nichols National Bank 
Bill Atkinson. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


New directors of Kenedy 
Chamber of Commerce in 1937: 
R. J. Evans, Pres. P.R. Goff, 
Vice Pres., Claud Holley, Sec., 
Directors: L.L, Reasoner, El-~ 
vin Slaughter, E.P, Ruhmann, 
Jr., M.R, Raymer, Bill Atkin- 
son A.F, Kauffmann, Ge 

One of the highlights in 1909 
was when President Taft stop- 
ped a few minutes in Kenedy. 


Did you know that Karnes 
County Cattlemen were the 
First to blaze the trail to Kan- 
sas City. (1886). 


CATTLE RUSTLERS: 

Right after the civil war, 
some men from the northern 
part of Texas came to Karnes, 
Bee and Goliad countries to 
steal all the cattle around. But 
W. G. (Bil) Butler, and his 
men captured them and let them 
go after getting the cattle back! 


No Hanging??? 
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"K-A-T-Y" DAYS 

Evans Bain with his ‘‘Katy” straw hat and dressed in button 
shoes, knickers, and all the latest in fashion of those days, 
is most probably ready for Church. His model “‘T”* auto is 
waiting in front of the gate. It goes to make a handsome pic- 
ture and brings back fond memories,” 
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~CONOLY § NEUMAYER 
HARMACY 


What a good looking soldier Ed- 


gar Young made. 


Did you know that the Kenedy 
Post office was established 
March 12, 1887 as Kenedy Junc- 
tion. Ruraldelivery service was 
established at Kenedy on Aug. 


2 1909. 
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BARTH’S 


ESTAURANT 


Mrs. J.M.Barth-whose friendly Smile and sincere 
interest infolks has been a large factor in the 
success of Barth’s Restaurant. 
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Barth’s Restaurant today, 


where guests are served fine foods in air-cooled 
comfort. 


a6 BOTS AL 


ilattie Belle Barth Nelson greets guests in Barth’s 
restaurant, pictured here in the late 40’s. 
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Situated on highway 181 South, Barth’s Restaurant, pictured as it is today 
after extensive remodeling and expansion, specializes in charcoal broiled 


Sizzling steaks, box lunches to go, and friendly hospitality. 


Yes, today, our modern Karnes County wives enjoy meals cooked to perfection, and served 
in air cooled comfort at BARTH’S RESTAURANT. And BAKTH’S are really in the know when it 
comes to preparing fine food. Farming people when they first moved to Kenedy, Mr. and Mrs. 
J.M. Barth started in the restaurant business in 1930, at the present Super Furniture location 
on Main street. People in town predicted they couldn’t make a go of it, but according to Mrs. 
Barth, they HAD to make good — they couldn’t afford not to. They bought their first business 
from Mrs. John Lyons, making a payment of $150.00 on the total $300.00 cost, and paying the 
rest out. This initial payment of $150.00 consisted of one cow, 60 chickens, a few farm tools 
and some cotton seed. They started out the first day with one raisin pie and $10.00 in the re- 
gister. Friends came to the rescue, and MAKE IT THEY DID! The first day’s receipts came to 
$13.00, a fine sum way back then. 

Business continued doing well, and they remodeled the restaurant a year later. In 1940, they 
relocated at the present location of Nona’s Cafe (remodeled from an old theatre). The move 
from one restaurant to the otheracross the street and one block up) was accomplished in one 
day, with friends and neighbors helping to move, by hand, all of the counters, equipment, etc. 

In 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Barth built the restaurant at the present location on highway 181 North. 
Success followed them, and through the years, they have remodeled and expanded six times, 
enabling them to grow with Karnes County. ; 

BARTH’S RESTAURANT can list several firsts in Karnes County. Theirs was the first air- 
conditioned building in town - and they instituted the first private dining room. 

A family affair until the late Mr. J.M. Barth’s death in 1961, the restaurant is now operated 
by Mrs. Barth. There are three children, Bill, who owns his own restaurant in Oklahoma City, 

Okla. and Clifford, an architect residing in Houston, Texas and daughter Hattie Belle Nelson, 
who is manager and co-owner of the Mocking Bird Motel in Kenedy. 

Mrs. Barth attributes their continued success to the faithful patronage of Karnes County folks. 
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Shown in their first Restaurant on Main Street 
are Mrs. J.M.Barth and the late Mr. Barth. 


The humble beginnings in 1946 of 
Barth's Restaurant at the present 
location. 
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FIRST FLAX FESTIVAL 
These pretty girls Eva Lois Bain now Mrs. Robert B, Johnson of New Orleans and Peggy 
Slaughter now Mrs. Wallace Graham of Corpus Christi are standing in one of the flax fields 
around Kenedy hoping it would be ready for harvesting in time.for the first flax festival in 
1947. The flax festival meant a lot to Kenedy, thousands of people came from all around, Back 
in these years as you would enter Kenedy all you could see was acres upon acres of flax wav- 


ing in the breeze that made you think of a big body of water as it was ... blue as the ocean, 
These two belles are the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Evans Bain, and Mr. and Mrs. Elvin 


Slaughter. 
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KENEDY'S FAMOUS BATH-HOUSE 


Anyone remember Kenedy’s famous Bath-House??? People 
would come from miles around to bathe and drink the hot 
mineral water... it was a big tourist attraction of it’s day 
- - - amd, you know something??? It still could bel!l The water 
is still there. 
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ONE OF THE FIRS 
Located on Front Street and said to be one of the first drug 
stores. Look what it says WAIT FOR JESSE JAMES HE IS 
COMING TO TOWN! 
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WOMANLESS WEDDING ‘ 

This ‘“‘Womanless Wedding’’ was put on by the V.F.W, in 1948 at fhe old High School Building, 
which is now the Junior High School. The bride is Jim Puckett, Father of the bride is Sam 
Edwards and seated is Billy Claude Sims, in midriff is Garner Surginer, James Nichols, and 
Bubba May. 


WOMANLESS WEDDING ATTENDA 
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‘ Some of the attendants of the ‘‘Womanless Wedding”’ put on by the V.F,W, members in 1948 are 


pictured above. They are left to right Ronnie Sellers, (an uninterested bystander), Jimmy 
Nichols, Pete Eschenburg, A.T, Foster, Fritz Foster and Boyston Sims ... aren't they charm- 
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WHAT A KILL! 


Just look at the deer! This picture was made in December 1931 
and looks like the deer were plentiful at that time. Left to right 


are Lawrence Reasoner, Ben G. Mumme, Martin Schafer, Ed 
P. Ruhmann, Sr., William D, Borroum, Tom Benson, Charles 
J. Ruhmann, (brother of Mr. Ed) and Johnny Goetz. 
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phe 1948 . . . and the event was a Bathing Beauty 
Cotmest in Seguin. This was the first year that Kenedy had an 
entry in the contest and she was no other than the beautiful 
Miss Juanita Goodner (now Mrs. Tom Hayes of Corpus Christi) 
and the daughter of Mrs. Ross Schuster. The lovely Karnes 
City entry was Sally Johnson, daughter of Mrs. Mason Johnson 
amd the late Mr. Johnson of Karnes City. She is now Mrs, 
Richard H, Magers and lives inSan Antonio. — 
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Ker ZLOFF OLD HOME PLACE 

Gangsters shot and killed father of Sheriff Harper Morris on the premises of the above Richard 
Retzlofi Piace. The house built in 1905, is still standing. Pictured left to right are A 
lofi Dojahn, Katie Retzioff Decas, Hilda Retzioff Woodward, George Rerzloff {dec 
Miss Hulda Retzloff (deceased). 
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A FINE OLD HERITA 
The John Ruckman old homestead located ai Helena was built in 1878 with lumber shipped from 
Florida to Indianola and then hauled overland by oxen. This large sixteen-room house in the 
earlier days was a favorite meeting piace of the members of the Masonic Lodge, who in those 
days met on or before the full moon and after the meetings the members would often be asked 
to stay overnight. The house still stands . .. growing mellow with the years ard until about 
three years ago Miss Margaret and the late Miss Hester Ruckman lived in the house. Since 
then it has been closed and the two sisters moved to Karnes City where Miss Margaret Ruck- 
man is now living. 
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Courson home place that was located on second street next to Mixon Moter 
orn down not 100 many years egu. 
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LOVED ONES TOGETHER 

ic is such a happy time when loved ones are together. They are times the: can never berre= 
Uved except in wonderful memories. In the photo above are Mr. and Mrs. j,L. Bain, seated, 
and ieft to right standing are Leonard Bain of Waco, Mary Esther Willbern (deceased,) Elbert 
Sain (deceased), Cecil Bain of San Antonio, Evans Bain of Kenedy, Willie Lee Young of Kenedy, 


and Eunice Gregory (deceased). 
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THE KENEDY FEED STORE was established 


in 1945 by the late joe Foster under the 
name of "Feed Store of Kenedy." 


This business, the earliest feed store 
in Kenedy, continues today at the 


same location, and is operated by 


HARRY A. REID (LEFT) partner and 
Manager. 
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The Booe Lumber Co. was established in 1930 by Mr. and Mrs. 
Everett Booe, Sr. and Mr. Levi Pullin, Mrs. Booe’s father. It is 
still at the same location. Everett ,Jr. “Buddy has worked with 
lumber since 12 years old, and as employee since 1949. Mr. Ed- 
gar Shelton has been with the yard 28 years. 


Three Generations-Mr. Everett i. Booe Sr., Everett L. booe III, and 
Everett L. Booe Jr. 
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A PARTY . . . THEN AND NOW 


One Sunday afternoon a few years ago a group of people got 
together on the Cecil Ballard ranchforaparty and a reunion of 
sorts . .. these same people had attended a children’s party 
together several years earlier (Mrs. Fred (Noots) Staniland 
is holding a picture of that party). Pictured are, front row; 
Mrs. Paul Ruhmann and Mrs, Fred Staniland; 2nd row: Mrs. 


omething For The Ladies 


fe A 


Brownwell, Marguerite Roper, Hilda Jalufka, Mrs. P.R, Goff, 
Willie Martin, Mrs. Floyd Hill, and Fannie McCaskill; 3rd 
row: Lloyd Martin, Erwin Mueller, Mrs. Mike Moore, Clyde 
Franklin, Lillie Reinhardt, Mrs. Pearl Gustafson, Myra Mc~ 
Caskill, Cecil Ballard, and Glen Hailey. (Albin Gustafson can 
be seen setting at one of the picnic tables in the back ground 
. . . he attended the present party with his wife, Pearl, but 
was not a member of the children’s party.) 
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COURTING DAYS 

Mr. and Mrs. H.H, Benke are shown on a typical date. The 
young men came calling in their horse and buggy. To owna 
nice carriage and pretty horse was like having this year’s 
model auto to our young men of today. (Benke’s album) 
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ROMANCE IN THE AIR 


This is the right buggy and horse but the wrong girl’ just out 
for an afternoon buggy ride were the late Tobe Atkinson and 
his girl friend. 


‘i eee 03 
JUST A BUGGY RIDE 
Out for a ‘‘buggy ride’’ is Sallie Winerich Kohlenberg and Har- 


ry R, Kohlenberg of Karnes City. This picture was taken 1909— 
in the good ole days. 
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r : : WHAT A DOLLi 
WHAT A CUTE THREESOME Marguerite Roper had those lit- 
John Ruckman (Dick), Louise Ruckman, and Frank. Look at the tle posing fingers. Notice her 
style these children have, big bows, lace and ruffles. little hand. 


[NIFEIE SHEA Ce Gra 
In the year of 1892 this picture was taken of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
H, Skinner. 
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NOT TOO MANY YEARS AGO! 


Not too many years ago these ten ladies were judged the BEST DRESSED IN KENEDY, You can 


see how quick mode of dress places youin history. Some look happy, some look sad. We just had 
to make History out of youl 


1900 RUNGE GRADUATES 


This is a picture of the graduating classyof the year 1900 in Runge. The pretty young ladies 
dressed in white long dresses, eachheld asmall basket of flowers for the graduation exercises. 
There were eight girls and no boys in the graduation, Pictured above standing left to right are 
Gertie Bailey, Berta Young, Nona Young, and Mamie Wood; seated left to right are Marion Lec- 
kie, Mary Smith, Lillie Wood, and Ella Forehand. (from Mrs. Ella Forehand Dromgoole’s col- 


lection.) 
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Mrs. T. H. Atkinson’s mother 
Mrs. James (Linda) Nichols is 
holding Maggie Nichols Radford. 
It seems the story of this pic- 
ture was the day Maggie swal- 
lowed the piece of glass. Guess 
the picture was takento apprase 
her. 

———— 
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WHAT A PRETTY DRESS 


WHAT A PRETTY DRESS 
Miss Linda Burrage and her 
pretty dress. 
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PIONEER CITIZEN 

Mrs. Gustav Tips, Sr., one 
of the pioneers of Runge, came 
here in 1887. Mrs. Tips was 
leader in the musical activities 
of Runge. | 


NEW THEATRE 

New Rialto opened Aug. 16, 
1935 under management of W. 
H, Atkinson. Was the largest } 
theatre between San Antonio 
and Corpus. 
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SHE IS PRETTY, 
ISN'T SHE? 
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This is Mrs. Mamie Whetstone 
Tobin. Her hair is certainly 
beautiful isn’t it? 


BEAUTIFUL HAIR 

Mrs. Lula Haskins Ruckman hair is most beautiful as well as 
the dress she is wearing. The hair style could well be worn to 
day and would be right in style. 


(Funny sayings ami Personals) 


Ir don’t cost you anything ¢ SIMPLY CHARMING 


read this paper. Mrs. T. H, Atkinson in her Sun- 
; : day-go-meeting dress with 

J.W. Ruckman, 1890 is OT velvet top, fancy braid, high 
popular drummer. He Mali collar, and big leg-o~mutton 
Kenedy, Runge and pavers sleeves. Notice her lovely cor- 
other places on important busi= = <4 567 Charming isn’t she? 
ness tri-weekly. 
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REMEMBER 


MUMME-BELL WEDDING 


Pictured above is the lovely bride of Henry Louis Bell, Mrs. Mildred Mumme Bell, and her at= 
tendants. (who are nowthe late Mrs. Lucille Reinhardt Johnson, Mrs. Erna Juenger Koenig, Mrs. 
Pauline Sattler Brummett, Mrs. Erna Karbach Carson, and Mrs. Mollie Bee Bell Allen). ‘The 
flower girls were Marilee Jones (deceased) and Nora Jean Jones. Paul May was the ring bearer. 
The year was 1935. The Bells now have two children, Henry Louis Jr. and Winona. Henry Jr. 
was a recent graduate of Annapolis Naval Academy and Winona is a sophomore in the Kenedy 
High School. 
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TYPEWRITERS SINCE 1867 ADAMS USED IT FIRST 


The typewriter was invented 


in 1843, but the first practical. 


machine was not constructed 
until 1867. Typewriters were not 
commercially marketed until 
1873. 
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The melody now known as 
“The Star Spangled Banner’’ 
was first used for the presi- 
dential campaign of John Adams 
as the music for a song called 
‘‘Adams and Liberty.”’ 
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B. G. MUMME, AN 
INDUSTRIAL LEADER 


JUENGER — MUMME WEDDING 
This handsome couple were none other than the late Mr. and 


Mrs. 8.G. Mumme on their wedding day, Nov. 3, 1910. Mrs. | 
Mumme was the former Miss Hedwig Juenger. 


Py ae 


Ai O18) fF wait web Raihbew 


repro, gewhelt eciM tenrye! oy 2ew smmubd 
LLL ETT rit eet ty an tele tigate 


ae 


| OMNGGIW 3MMUM — A3OV3UL 


i Here OM opel ast nad) tome sana 


se Haque scaoetned eidT 
Veet ao ammwM .O.8 .e 


New comers and old alike 
still can see the name 
‘‘Mumme’” on the old tin build- 
ings downbythe railroadtracks. 
In B. G., Mumme’s day those 
buildings housed one of Kenedy’s 
leading enterprises, the B.G, 
Mumme Wholesale Co., Inc. B. 
G, Mumme started the business 
in 1911 in Kenedy in a small 
way by organizing and launch- 
ing on the sea of commercial 
venture the B.G, Mumme Whole- 
sale Grocer. The beginning was 
really small and for a time 
covered only Kenedy and local 
trade areas of Kenedy in the 
immediate vicinity. The busi- 
hess was wholesale and com- 
mission in nature and was found- 
ed upon the bedrock of honest 
service and square dealing. By 
1925 the business had expand- 
ed in a most satisfactory man- 
ner and was merged with the 
business of Ullmann-Stern & 
Krausse, which ‘at that time 
Operated fourteen branches. 
This organization spread rapid- 
ly, covering, gradually, the Ken- 
edy area and extending into other 
counties and new territory. The 
arrangement continued four 
years when B,G, Mumme bought 
the entire Kenedy business of 
the firm. 

The business was well situat- 
ed on the Southern Pacific Rail- 
road. The three warehouses in 
Kenedy alone had a combined 
floor space of 20,000 square 
feet. (They also rented the 
Breeden ~ Runge warehouse and 
the Hummel warehouse.) 

In 1933, the Mummes :noved 
into their handsome new brick 
two-story home at the corner 


of Main and fifth streets (now 
Green’s Rest Home), Their 
home at that time was one of 
the most pretentious homes in 
this section of the state. Ben- 
George Mumme was born Jan. 
23, 1988, in San Antonio, the 
youngest child of Rev. and Mrs. 
Ferdinand Mumme. He and Hed- 
wig Juenger were united in mar- 
riage in Cuero on Nov. 3, 1910, 
and made their home in Kenedy 
for 30 years. The Mummes had 
four sons, Leroy Charles, Ben- 
jamin George Jr., Maj. Mar- 
vin E., Alva Gerald, and one 
daughter, Mrs. Henry (Mildred) 
Bell. : ; 

Leroy is an insurance repre- 


sentative in San Antonio. He is 


married to the former Nell 
Goodwin of Alexandria, La., and 
they have two children, Pana 
Leigh and Damon. 
Benjamin Jr. is the manager 
of Associated Grocers of San 
Antonio, and is married to Toni 
Fay Dunn of Yorktown. They 
have three daughters, Mrs. Ann 
Bucknall of Boston, Mass., and 
Patricia and Vivien Mumme of 
San Antonio. Maj. Marvin E, 
Mumme is a Major in the US, 
Air Force and currently station-~- 
ed in Suffern, N.Y. Marvin mar- 
ried Merle Booe, daughter of 


Mr. and Mrs. E.L. Booe Sr, . 


of Kenedy. They are theparents 
of three sons, George Everett 
(deceased) Marvin Jr. of Texas 
University and David, a high 
school junior in Suffern. 

Alva Gerald is a pharmacist 
and owns amd operates a drug 
store in Edna. He married Ethy- 


lee Raab of Runge, who is also, 
a pharmacist, and they have 
Salas ia eee 


ZACH, 


three children, Deborah, and 
twins, Nancy and Bennie. 
Mildred, Mrs. Bell, is mar- 
ried to H.L. Bell Sr. Mr. Bell 
is a salesman and Mildred 
teaches piano. They have two 
children, Ensign H.L. Bell, Jr., 
of Bainbridge, Md. and Winona, 
a high school sophomore. 
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NO, NOT THEIR GRANDPARENTS 


This is a picture of Doctors A. P, and Ruth Chaney taken 
during Karnes County’s Centennial in 1954. Handsome couple, 
eh? The Chaneys moved here in September of 1947 after their 
graduation from the Texas Chiropractic College in San An- 
tonio. Their first location was over the old Ballard Drug 
Store (now Conoly-Neumayer Pharmacy). They moved into 
their present clinic in August, 1955. They have three children, 
Sharon, Jim and Patsy (who is now Mrs; R, P, Marchant), 
Dr. Ruth’s parents, who are Rev. and’ Mrs. T, S, Miles, are 
retired ministers of the Assembly of God Church and have- 
resided in Kenedy since 1952, 


HAPPENINGS OF THE PAST 


Mr. and Mrs. E, P, Ruhmann Kenedy called $26,000 bond 
held open house Christmas Day election for erection of City 
1936 dedicating their newly Hall March 9, 1937. Carried 


completed field Rock home. by large majority. d 
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PIONEER LADY 


Mrs. Otelia Mumme, fnother 
of the late B.G. Mumme, was 
the wife of one of.Karnes coun- 


ty’s first Methodist ministers. . 


Mrs. Mumme met her future 
husband, Rev. Ferdinand 
Mumme, under an arbor where 


a protracted meeting was being | 


held in Yorktown in 1864, and 
where the conference had sent 
him to fill his first charge. 
They were later married. He 
was ordained in Helena, Texas 
under Bishop Kenley; he served 
in Yorktown three years and 
from there went to Fredericks-~ 
burg, Victoria, Columbus, 
Brenham, Giddings, Waco, Aus-. 
tin, Industry, Bellville, Galves- 
ton, Houston (three different 
times), Cuero, Grasseville, and 
back to Cuero. From there they 
went to the Wilson Ranch, and 
built a house in Kenedy where 
they retired in 1910. 

For 50 years she was the com- 
panion of her beloved husband 
in-the ministry, taking them all 
over the state of Texas; moving 
from place to place in ox carts, 
wagons, horseback, buggies and 
trains. Living onasalary, which 
was some years as low as $90 
a year, they always felt that-God 
would take care of them, and He 
always did before the year was 
out. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lieke 
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EUDORA BUTLER 


(The following is an authen- 
tic history concerning the orga- 
nization of Karnes County taken 
from excerpts of an article 
written by the late Mrs. Eudora 
Butler, daughter of the late 
Thomas Ruckman, founder of 
Helena and wife of the late W. 
G, Butler) 

Nestling down near the bend 
of the San Antonio River, watch- 
ing the world go by, is Old 
Helena, the birthplace of Kar - 
nes County. 

To the eye of the motorist 
hurrying along the highway this 
.site offers little more than a 
community with a filling sta- 


tion, but peering through the: 


hearts of its old settlers,a 
proud city of ‘the Southwest 
flashes before the eyes and the 
tragic disappointments of the 
rise and fall.of Old Helena are 
recalled to mind. ; d 


If you could know all the his- 
tory, the ambitions of its found- 
ers and the’ heartaches and 
tragedy that has gone into the 
building of this once metro- 
polis city of the new South- 
west, now almost deserted, it 
would be incorporated into the 
histories and geographical re- 
cords of the state. 

When the late Thos. Ruckman 
came to this bend of the river 
in 1852, he found only a trad- 
ing post, doubtless started as a 
midway point on the old wagon 
road between San Antonio and 
the ill-fated town of Indianola- 
the two important towns then of 
this section. 

The town, in the late 70’s 
and 80’s, grew to a city of 
considerable size, only to 
dwindle down and die after the 
county seat was removed to 
Karnes City following the build- 
ing of the San Antonio & Aran- 


sas Pass Railway through the 


county in 1889-1890. 


247 


: With Dr. L.S, Owings, his 
business partner, Mr. Ruck- 


OF OLD HELENA | 


man, platted a new town in 1852 
at the old site naming the new 
town Helena in honor of Dr. 
Owings’ wife,  ‘‘Helen’’. Mr. 
Ruckman built a grist mill on 
the banks of the river and en- 
larged his mercantile business. 
Dr. Cover Brightman put in a 
drug store. Progress smiledon 
their efforts and the new town 
began to assume the proportions 
of a town of importance. 

‘Elijah Spencer owned lands 
adjoining the new town of Hel- 
ena. These he also had platted 
following the organization by 
Ruckman and Owings and plac- 
ed upon the market with’ good 
success. 

In 1853 these same men start- 
ed the movement ti create a 
new county, from parts of Go- 
liad, DeWitt--and Bexar coun- 
ties. Their efforts bore almost 
immediate fruit, for on Febru- 
ary 4th, 1854, the Legislature 
of Texas passed the act of cre- 
ating the new County of Karnes 
Named for the late Henry 
Karnes, with Helena as the 
County Seat. In March of the 
same year (1854) the first elec- 
tion was held under the proch 
(or gallery as atrue Southerner 
terms it), of Owings and Kuck- 
man store, with that firm fur- 
mishing the pens, ink, paper 
and tables for the election. 

A courthouse was erected at 
once with Major M,J.Pleasants 
as first county judge (called 
chief justice); John K, Newell, 
district clerk; Benjamin F, 
Moore, county clerk; Z. Can- 


field G.W. Rhymes, LC Clem- 
ans and [ames Sullivan, County 
n Larrison, 


commissioners; John 

county treasurer; S, Boutweld 
sheriff. To fil. the office of 
sheriff, which from all reports, 
was a position that required 
either a man of VIKING bold- 
ness or one of suicidal tenden- 
Cies< For it is said that few, if 
any, in-these wild days, aver 
survived his term of office. H. 
N. Tennison assessor and col- 
lector; D.D, Robertson, justice 
of the peace, prct. No. 1, re- 
signed, H.R. Ammons; Z. Can- 
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field J.R. pret. No. 2: B.W. 
Gillock, JP. pret. No. 3; A.C, | 
Davis, Constaple, pret. No. 1 
A.A, Wilkerson, Constable pret. | 
No. 3; Chas A, Russell was ap- 
poimted Notary Public, | 

The first courthouse was of 
frame and clapboard construc- 
ticn according to Mrs. Butler, 
who recalled many stirring 
incidents of the early years of 
the town’s growth into a reality. 
This building, Mrs. Butler says, 
was blown down by a storm, 
not burned as it has been er- 


roneously stated in previous | 


articles written by others and 
printed in the 


newspapers. | 


It was the county clerk's office, | 
which was a separate building, | 


which was destroyed by fire 
with all of the court records. 

Mr. Ruckman was first post- 
master of Helena. Helena was 
one of the seven [exas towns 
to issue their own stamps dur- 
ing the war between the states. 
Mr. David Dailey was the post- 
master at Helena during the 
Confederacy. 

The old Thomas Ruckman 
home built in 1856, was built 
by Mr. Thos. Ruekman, who 
made the brick and sawed the 
cotton wood lumber which went 
into the construction of this fine 
two-story ee inthe early 
50’s. 

In 1873, a rock courthouse 
was built. The bell and belfry 
of the building (still standing in 
the old town) was added atter 
1895, when it was taken over 
for school purposes. In this old 
courthouse many well known 
cases were tried by many law- 
yers who later became noted 
men. The jail was not built un- 
til several years after the 
courthouse. A little stone jail 
being used. Helena’s jail was 
later -torn town, moved to Kar- 
nes City and rebuilt. It is now 
being used as the Jauer store 
building 


In 1872 the Helena Academy 
was built by private subscrip- 
tion. Here the youth of the 
thriving city studied the three 
R’s and mastered the 
Backed Speller.’—- 

‘The first church was pulls in 
1878, bur prior. to that time 
worship had been held in the 
blacksmith shop, the. court- 
house or. what have you. Here 
the -Methodist, Baptist and 
Presbyterian denominations 

met together as one. Many were 
thé times that ‘‘How Firm a 
Foundation’’ and ‘‘Come All Ye 
Faithful’’ were wafted to the 


very Throne of Grace and found 
shelter there. 
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The old iron bridge was built 
in 1873. For years this bridge 
was a toll bridge. but later 
taken over by the county. 

In the late 70’s and early 
80’s Helena had a population of 
over 3000, quite a city for those 
days. There were two hotels, 
two newspapers. Many saloons, 
a Masonic Lodge and most any 
enterprise that a thriving city 
of that day could boast of. 

As you travel the length and 
breadth of the United States 
you find such names as Ruck- 
man, Reagan, Agee, Elder, Rus- 
sell, Butler, Browne, Scogin, 
Wishert, Mayfield, Winerich, 
Datley, Robuck, and many oth- 
ers too numerous to mention. 
It was at old Helena that their 
forefathers first saw the light 
of day. 

The most startling days in 
the life of the new town came 
during the time the late B.F. 
Yoakum, pioneer railroad 
builder of the Southwest. About 
this time @ son of a large 
ranch owner in this section was 
killed at Helena. The boy’s 
father is reputed to have made 
a statement that since his boy 
was killed in Helena that he 
would “‘kill the town’’. He im= 
mediately got .in touch with 
Yoakum .and offered him what 
Helena citizens had refused- 


right-of-way through his estate. | 


Yoakum accepted and the fails 
of the new railroad, the San 
Antonio & Aransas Pass Rail- 
way, were laid through the new 


county, seven miles southwest | 
of Helena. He is reputedtohave | 


said that if a locomotive line 
could be. ‘‘run around Karnes 
County instedd of through it, it 
would be better for everybody’? 
It ig admitted that the remark 
nad some claim to justification 
for Karnes County, at that time 
was known “Bad Man’s Para- 
dise.”’ - Evidently Yoakum 
thought better of it for he pro- 
posed tq the citizens of Helena 
that if they would make up a 
bonus of $35,000, and donate the 
right-of-way; he would drive his 
“Iron Horse’ through théir 


city, But the citizens, full of 
‘the importance of Helena’s rat- 


ing in that section, flatly re- 
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fused the proposition, believing | 

that the railroad needed Helena | 
as much or ‘more than Helena | 
needed the railroad. 

But. wimn nis keen insight, 
Judge Ruckman realized that 
his: beloved protege, Helena, | 
was standing at the telltale 
crossroads and that if she fail- 
ed to take the “‘highway of pro- 
gress,’’ she would starve and 
decay along the ruts ofthe old 
wagon ~ way. He succeeded in 
raising $32,000 which he offer- 
ed to Yoakum. But here fate 
put in her unexpected counter- 
point and the destiny of Old 
Helena , thriving metropolis 
of the Southwest, was ‘‘written 
in red’’ on the left side of the 
ledger. 

In a short time Karnes City | 
was- started on the new rail- 
road. Buchell and Wagner were 
the first to erect a store in 
the brand new town. One by one 
Old Helena saw her store build- | 
ings, residences and enter- 
prises moved .to the ever in- 
creasing point on the railroad, 
Karnes City. Then, in 1894, 
the greatest heartbreak of al) 
this emigration: oecurted. By 
vote the citizens of Karnes 
County declared that the judicial 
seat should be taken from Old 
Helena and placed in the enter-. 
prising railroad town of Karnes 
City.. - | 

Jn the dead of night the couz- 
ty documents were moved to the 
little town (now Karnes City), 
which had sprung up on the new 
railroad and ‘‘Ichabod’’ was | 
written over. the door portals 
of Old Helena, 

Much has been said and wrir- 
ten about the gay days of Old | 
Helena. Well did she deserve | 
her reputation. For every drop | 
of blood shed on her streets, 
thare flowed beside ft s stream | 
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THE LATE J.A. MARTIN 


During his early years he wore a beard and when he shaved it 


off in the early 1900’s his babies, 


Hattle and Hilda didn’t know 


him and would have nothing to do with him for awhile. 


By MRS. P.R, GOFF, JR. nee 
HATTIE MARTIN GOFF 


J.A. Martin was born in Mata- 
gorda, Texas on May 28, 1850. 
He was the youngest of four 
children. Mrs. Catherine (Mar- 
tin) Rutledge was his sister. 
She was the mother of Mrs. Ed 
Ruhmann- Sr. Mrs. Dose 
Singleton, and Mrs. T.L. Ben- 
son, who still live here and the 
late Will J. Rutledge, John Rut- 
ledge, and others who live else- 
where. J.A.’s father was Dr. 
James Fisher Martin, born in 
1812 and was a native of New- 
castle on Tyne, England. He 
died here in Karnes County 
April 21, 1888 and is buried out 
at the old Escondido Cemetery 
on the- Wofford Crossing road, 
where most of the family are 


St. Alban Cathedral in Washing-~ 
ton, D.C. Nov. 15, 1775. 

Now back to J.A. Martin (my 
father.) He married Alice 
Amanda Campbell and they had 
four daughters and three sons, 
when her eighth child was born, 
she and the baby died July 6, 
1889. Her ancestry dates back 
to the Callanders of Boston, 
Massachusetts and the Ishams, 
who were adistinguished family 
of title. Mary Isham married 
William Randolph of Virginia. 
She was a direct descendent 
of Alfred the Great, King of 
England and Henry I, King of 
France. Also the Scotch Eari 
of Murray. They are the pro- 
genitors of the Randolphs of 
America. The Pace family: and 
Mrs. John F. May are descen- 
dents of this family, too. So 
we have to call Bessie May 
“‘Queenie’"’ occasionally. She 
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Dr. Martin married Julia Ann 
Eberly in May 28, 1840, at Ma- 
tagorda, Texas according to re- 
cords at the courthouse and the 
registry of the Episcopal 
Church. Rev.CalebS, Ives mar- 
ried them. Dr. Martin was edu- 
cated at Edinburg, England and 
practiced medicine at Liver- 
pool, England. He came to 
America and settled in South 
Carolina before coming to Tex- 
as in 1840 where he met Julia 
Eberly. He attended the wound- 
ed during the War, and was at 
Matagorda during the disast- 
rous flood. 

His wife, Julia Eberly, was 
the daughter of Captain Jacob 
Eberly, who with his company 
of Cavalry had to swim from 
the mainland to the East end of 
Galveston Island to report, for 
duty at Camp Travis. They de- 
fended Galveston Island during 
the Battle of Sea Jacinto. (from 
State archives in Austin). 

Capt. Jacob Eberly’s parents 
were married Noy. 5S, 1818 by 
Rev. J, Creath in Wcodford 
County, Kentucky. She was Cat- 
herine Elgin, whose father was 
William Elgin, a Revolutionary 
Patriot, who with his five sons 
end three sons-in~-law signed 
the Oath of Fideliry in the Ves- 
try Book of Duckam Parish ip 


reminds me at times that our 
maternal ancestry are not of 
royalty <« . . only Methodist. 
_ After. Alice’s death, J.A. 
Martin married Mary Elizabeth 
(Smiley) Griffin, a widow from 
Floresville, Texas. She was 
born at Leesville, Texas near 
Smiley which was named forthe 
Smileys, July 31, 1861. She was 
married to Mat Griffin and liv- 
ed on a farm at Elm, near 
Nixon. Two. children, .Mrs. 
Addie Baker and Fred Griffin 
were her children. When her 
husband died, she moved to 
Floresville to live with her 
grandfather, Rev. Eli Y, Seale, 
a circuit riding~«- Methodist 
preacher. who performed their 
wedding ceremony. To this 
union were born seven children, 
Only six lived to adulthood and 
now- there are only four living. 
Seale Martin of Alice, Loyd 
Martin of San Marcos, and the 
twins, Hattie and Hilda, who 
are Mrs. Jim Jalufka of Corpus 
Christi and Mrs. P.R. Goff, Jr. 
of Kenedy. Only two oftheolder 
children are living now. They 
are Mrs. Walter Agee of Conroe 
Texas, who also had a twin 
brother that died in chidhood 
and Mrs. Kate O’Neill, who 
lives in San Antonio, Texas. 
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H.S. COLVIN, 


THE GREATEST EVER. 


Editor’s Note: H, S. Colvinwas 
a manto be admired for all the 
good he did in Kenedy. In his 
passing he left behind a fine 
family who are trying hard to 
live: up to their Daddy,s prin- 
ciples and his way of thitiking). 


H.S. COLVIN... 
THE GREATEST.EVERI 

By PEGGY COLVIN YORK 

I am going to write about 
my Daddy ‘cause I think he was 
one of THE GREATEST EVERI 
Daddy sent a picture to my 
grandmother, Mrs. T.1, Berry, 
Sturgis, Kentucky, asking for the 
hand of her daughter, Cordelia 
Berry, in marriage in 1913. 
(This was typical manners for 
my Daddy), Daddy and mother 
were martied April 5, 1913 in 
Austin, Texas, moving to Kenedy 
in 1915 with-H. S. Jr., Berry, 
(twins) Billy ana Peggy. Jim and 
H, S. Il. Jim Tom Jr., John 
Daddy was a pusy man as 
he was Superintendent of the 


soy | 


Compress, Charter member oO 
the Rotary Club and the Countr 
Club, Past President of thi 
Kenedy Chamber of Commerce 
served as president of the Scho 
Board many years and resignec 
to become chairman of the 
Karnes County Selective Service 
Board all during World War Il. 
Mother was chairman of the Rec 
Cross Surgical Dressings 
during the war. All five of m} 
brothers served in this war 

Daddy was also one of the 
founders of Hydro Gas. 

Daddy would have had a bij 
family had he been living to- 
day. In his lifetime he had twc 
grandsons and since his deatt 
H.S, Ul, Jim Tom Ir., Joh 
Robert, Dennis Berry, Mam 
Anne, Clay, Karen Jane, am 
Michael have been born. 

I am proud to have had the 
chance to write about Dadd: 
"cause I think he was a SWEL 
DADDY! 
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THE BEST OF PALS 

On the left is the late J.A. Martin Sr., and S.R, Franklin. Mrs. 
Martin was Mary Elizabeth Smiley and Mrs. Franklin was 
Maud O'Neill these two ladies were half sisters with the same 
mother who was Mrs. Addie Smiley O'Neill. The Franklins 
were parents of Clyde (R.C.) Franklin. The Martins were the 
parents of Mrs. P.R. Goff Jr. of Kenedy. 
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Family 


PUSS 


MAMA SAID THIS 

We don’t believe this but Mama 
Atkinson said this was Bill At- 
kinson at the age of 6 months 
and 16 days. Look athimtoday- 
do you think this pretty little 
dainty thing was really Bill,our 
President of our bank, 


Herm 
“WHATCHA WANTA BET? 
This cute little trick is Mrs. 
Sam Ricks (Pete) sitting on the 
steps of the old hotel busy as 2 
bee knitting a wash cloth for 
Edgar Young who was in the 
war and serving overseas. I bet 
Edgar still has this wash cloth 
‘“‘whatcha’’ you wanta bet? 
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MeClane Milier, Nove Srd,18 


Erom itis fa 
a 5 Tt rc —“~r ; c " 
A HANDSOME GROUP OF "DANDIES 
Back row: Dick Alexander, Jim or Bill Patilo, Levie Pullin, Dr. Orr, Chas. Huntter, Chas. 
Winerich, Dr. Orrick. Front Row: Jim Pace, Henry Hunrter, Nat Hines, Will Scewart. 
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MEET ME IN THE PARK 
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i) 
noon passtime for both young and vidto go to the park and hear George Biaise Band 


Sunday afre: 
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Margaret jeanne McClane (Dyreson), James Andrew McClane, Jocie Ma.ie McCiane, Dorothy 
Luella McClane (Mrs, Lacy Pogue) chtidren of Mr. and Mrs. Sykes McClane. This picture was 


in 1945. When you read who their parents are you see why we say “sweet smiles and 
faces.” 
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AT THE BALL PARK 
‘Meet at the ball park’’ was often heard when these fellows played. The team called the “FATS 


& LEANS"’’ Where-this ball park was we do not know nor do we know the names of the players. 
Perhaps you can have fun finding yourself or your ancestorsi 


FIRST ALFAZAR SHRINE BAND 

The ‘fancy dressed’’ are members of the First Alfazar Shrine Band amd they are starting with 
the back row, left to right: C.W. Ryan, Andy Nichois, Charlie Harris, Jim T, Allen, Robert W, 
Bennett, Tom J. McAda, Howard Alexander, Ed P, Ruhmann, Join Henry Pullin, JL, Bain Ben 
G. Mumme, George Blaise, A.W. McGali, Nick Lynch, Howard C, Hysaw, Otto F. Mumme, Cha- 
rles F, Reinhardt, P.B. Butler, Eugene Eckols, Prof. V.A, Smith, Walter Porter, Judge JE, 
Canfiled, Dudley C, McManus, T.A, (Gus) Miller, Sykes C, Butler, Henry W, Dailey Sr., Van 
S. Ingram, John S, Graham, Rev. T.N, Barton, Henry W, McGoldrick, and Robert (Bob) Burns. 
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McCLANE CHILDREN 

Children of N.R, McClane, Sr. born in Karnes County August 
30, 1859, married to Lucy Watkins who was born June 3, 1859, 
in Georgia and came to Karnes County 1868 . . . above are 
three of their five children, Norris Robert (Mac) McClane, 
Sykes Sanford McClane, Effie Elizabeth McClane (Mrs. George 


C, Williame), 
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ME AND MY LITTLE PONY! 
My’ My’ what a cute little fellow all dressed up in his knee 


sox riding his pony is no other one but our (Kenedy) ex-Mayor. 
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(L to R) Mr. and Mrs. Ira Hailey and Mr. 
Mrs. L. B. Hailey Jr.,owners of the mod-, 
ern KEN KREAM. 
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PAGES OF THE PAST... 
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DON'T FENCE ME IN... 


Employees of the old First State Bank taken in 1927. Notice the wrought iron gate in the fore- 
ground? 
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(Rditors Note: Clem Reasoner 
was a man who played an im- 
portant part in making history 
for Karnes County and preserv- 
ing it for the generations to 
come. The memory of him will 
linger on for years). 


CLEM REASONER 
By 

GRACE REASONER RUHMANN 

When I was asked to write 
about my Daddy it gave me 
great pride to know that I could 
have the following to say: 

Daddy, Clem Reasoner, was 
born Feb. 14, 1865, in Dela- 
ware County, Indiana. He moved 
to San Marcos with his par- 
ents in 1876 and cameto Karhes 
County in 1896, living in this 
County for 52 years. He mar= 
ried Mama, Miss Dora Bryan, 
of San Marcos, in 1888. Six 
children were born to this un- 
ion, four of whom are living 
and reside in Kenedy. They are: 


CLEM REASONER 
_AGREAT MAN 


MR CLEM REASONER 


Lawrence, Mrs. J. B. Cannon, 
Mrs. Mike Moore, and myself 
(Mrs. Paul Ruhmann). Mama 
is. 96 years old and she enjoys 
her retirement with her child- 
ren, gramchildren, great- 
grandchildren, and friends. 

Daddy farmed and ranched 
through the years, owned and 
operated with his son (Law- 
rence) the store “‘Reasoner and 
Scn’’ over a period of 50 years, 
the same one still in operation 
with Lawrence, owner and oper- 
ator,at the present time. 

Daddy had a very active life 
as you can see. He was trus- 
tee of the Kenedy PublicSchool, 
a Deacon of the First Baptist 
Church, Vice-President of the 
Farmers and Merchants State 
Bank, and vice-president and 
director of the First-Nichols 
National Bank at the time of 
his death or july 20, 1948. 
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OUR MOTHER 


little grey haired lady is Mrs. I. L. Russell and 
Albert Lyons (son of Mrs. Teddie Lyons) 
hter Nancy. Mrs. Russell is the mother of 
Mrs. Inez Rather, Mrs. Jimmie Stew- 
Grace Lyons. There are two sons 
and Jimmie Russell. 


This sweet 
her grandson, 

great granddaug 
Mrs. Maggie Grant, 
art, Mrs. Ted Lyons, Mrs. 
who are deceased, Ammons Russell, 
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FOUR LIVING IN THIS GENERATION 


Great grandmother, Mrs. T. H. Atkinson, son and grand- 
father Bill and his daughter Dorothy Atkinson Kolinek, and her 
daughter Marsha Kolinek, 
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FROM CHICKENS TO 
| SEWING MACHINES 
TO FURNITURE 


g 


By AUBRY STIMSON 


Daisy and Marcellus Rackley, pictured above, were found- 
ers of the Rackley Furniture Company, one of Kenedy’s oldest 
establishments still operating under the same name. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rackley. moved here in 1'-14,'after living a short time in 
Karnes City and, Runge. While in Runge, and after coming to 
Kenedy, until December 8, 1920 he was the agent for Singer 
Sewing Machines. In 1920 he opened a produce business at 
about the location of the present Syring Firestone Store. It 
was known as the Rackley Produce Company and they bought and 
sold chickens, turkeys, and eggs, continuing to sell sewing 
machines also. On August 20, 1924,:they moved the business 
into the building now occupied by Kenedy Hydro Gas. It was 
then that they began merchandising: furniture only and was 
given its present name of Rackley Furniture Company. 

Mr. Marcellus (Dump) Rackley died in October 1930. Mrs. 
Rackley, better-known by most now as Aunt Daisy, who was 
85 Sept. 9th, stayed in the business until January 1934, when 
she sold to Aubrey Stimson (her niece’s husband), Later a 
building was built on Main Street and the business moved into 
the present buildingin January 1947. As the family of five child- 
ren grew, Earl, after serving in the Merchant Marines, joined 
the business with his dad. A few years later Wayne, after 
finishing college and serving in the Navy, joined the business, 
too and the present partnership was thén formed of Aubrey, 
Earl and Wayne Stimson, During the past years, they purchas- 
ed a furniture store in Karnes City, which Earl now manages. 
| Of the other three children of Mr. and Mrs. Stimson, the 
oldest daughter is Mrs. Aubra Knudsen of Corpus Christi and 
has three children, Gayle is in the Navy and now serving at 
New Port, R.J, and Minnie will enter Baylor this next semest- 
er. The Earl Stimsons of Karnes City have two sons and Mr. 

and Mrs. Wayne Stimson of Kenedy have three children. 

| The late Marcellus and Mrs. Rackley had no living children, 
| having three who died in infancy, but always felt as if Fannie 
| Pear! Rackley Stimson, their niece, was their own daughter. 
| Mrs. Rackley, who still resides at her home on Tilden street, 


enjoys the Stimsons, their children, and grandchildren, which 
.aakes her a womerful large family of her own. 


FIVE GENERATJONS 


This wonderful photo was taken from the album of Mrs. P.R, Goff, Jr. It is a picture of five 
generations in her family, taken about 1904. Standing left to right are Mary Elizabeth Martin, 
daughter of Mrs. Addie O'Neill, Addie Griffin Baker and little daughter Edith Baker. Seated 


are Mrs. E. Y, Seale, wife of Rev. E, Y, Seale (Ciicuit 


Addie (Seale) Smiley O’Neill, daughter of E, Y Seale. 


'THE LATE TOBE ATKINSON 


Bee 


FORMER PROMINENT 
KENEDY BUSINESS MAN 
A.F, KAUFFMANN, SENIOR 


Former Leading Business 
Man and Developer, whose death 
occurred December 19, 1935, at 
the age of 71 years. Coming 
to Kenedy in 1903 and establish- 
ing a mercantile business here 
‘n partnership with his brother- 
in ~- law, W.A, Thulemeyer, 
which long was one of the lead- 
ing mercantile establishments 
in South Texas. In 1909 he took 

Over the dealership for Ford 
automobiles — the first auto- 
mobile agency in South Texas. 


New Sour-crout and Pickles in 
kegs, just arrived and for sale 
cheap, by Reiffert & Tipsl. 


Rider Methodist Preacher), and Mrs. 


URBANCZYK HOME, near Panna Maria, Texas. Possibly thefirst rock house built in the Panna 
Maria settlement by the Polish immigrants. Completed, as pictured, in 1862, and begun in W592 
Built on the first track of land bought by Franciska Urbanczyk, the mother of Mathew, Thomas 
Juliana, Franciska and Anton, from John Twohig on April 21, 1855, consisting of 150 acres at 
$5.00 per acre or the sum of $750. (B.P. Urbanczyk verified the number ‘‘1862’’ which had 
been written in the mortar of the last addition of the rock wali and seen by him.) 


STIFF COLLAR 


This picture was taken of John W. Ruckman when you were in 
real style if you wore a white stiff collar. ’ 
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MUCH ADMIRED COUPLE 


This couple will long be remembered in. Kenedy better known to the ones close as Uncle 


Oliver and Aunt Nellie. 
8 Ee 
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OUR FATHER 


By IDA KAUFFMANN CARROLL 


The above is a picture of our 
father, the late A. F, Kauffmann, 
Sr. He was born in Fayette 
County, Texas, in 1864, He grew 
to manhood there and in 1892, 
was married to Miss Elise 
Thulemeyer. They lived in a 
small community known as 
Freyburg, which is near Schul- 
enburg, Texas. Father was in 
the mercantile business there 
until 1900, then moved to Ken- 
edy, which was just a small 
little town. He did not move 
his family right away, but made 
trips backto Freyburg every few 
weeks .. . in those days it 
was quite a journey to travel. | 

In 1903, he moved his fam- 
ily (us) here to Kenedy into | 
the same house I (fda) still, 
live in. There were four chil-| 
dren, Adolph (deceased), Willie | 
(deceased), Alice (Mrs. J. A, 
May Sr.) and myself (Mrs. Paul 
E, Carroll). 


1\ 


Ourfather had long been 
prominent in the affairs of Ken- 
edy and of this entire section. 
As a pioneer businessman he 
enjoyed a wide acquaintance- 
ship. He was called on to be 
one of the town’s first com- 
missioners when the city was 
incorporated. He served faith- 
fully and well for years, re- 
tiring on his own volition. The 
late E, P, Ruhmann Sr. was 
the other commissioner, with 
the late Henry Dailey serving 
as mayor. 

Father spent several years 
as a member of the school 


board, and in recognition of his | 


ability and initiative was named 
president of that body by his 
fellow trustees. 


His store was known as The | 


Kenedy Mercantile Company and 
was located where Washam 
Seed Co. is now. They sold 
everything at the Kenedy Mer- 
cantile Co.frompins,dry goods, 
notions, jewelry, watches, 
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glasses, shoes, buggies, wag- 
ons, plows, to almost anything 
wou can name. He was also a 
cotton buyer .. . he bought 
everything pe, farmer or rancher 
brought to town to sell. 

There were no good roads, 
so farmers and ranchers would 
come to town in their wagons 
and do their shopping. It would 
take a day and sometimeg 
longer for them to get ¢o town, 
When it rained it was almogt 
impossible to get through an 
account of mud. Whenthey game 
to the store my father would 
always bring them home for a 
meal, Mother was a wonderful 
cook and she never complained 
when and how many he would 
bring home for a meal, 

Our father was thefirst reg- 
ularly established automobile 
dezier in this section, and the 
business he inaugurated many 
years ago is still.carried gn 
by his family, known as Kauff- 
man Macor Co. 

We will always remember 
the late evening ourfatherdrove 
up in a new shiny Model ‘‘T’’ 
Ford . . . it was-quite an 
event . . . horses got scared 
and tried to run away. He took 
turn® to give everyone a ride 
o « « if) they were not afraid 
to get inj ‘Lots of times every~ 
ene would. have to get out of 


the car and push it through 
the sand or mud. The car did 
not have electric lights or a 
starter. The lights were kero- 
sene lamps andthe starter you 
had to crank, and if you didn’t 
watch out it would fly back and 
hit you in the arm or leg... 
and there were many braken 
arms and legs, 

Our father was a good honest 
Christian man and if people 
came and told him they were 
hungry and had no work, he 
perhaps gave more of his sub- 
Stance, first and last, than any 
other individual of this section, 
as he would never say ‘‘No.’’ 
He was a member of the First 
Methodist Church here. He was 
@ Sunday school teacher, a 
steward in the church, and never 
missed going to church ... 
AND, best of all, he was our 
womerful father. 

A es a 
_ Kauffman Motor Co. opened 

branch Chevrolet salesroom in 
Runge July 15, 1%6 with Vance 

Yeary in charge. 


THE CREWS 
The Crews of Karnes City are good looking family. All of these boys played with the Karnes City 
Badgers and were good football players. First row Calloway Seale Crews, Jack Kenneth Crews, 
Stevephen Edgar Crew Ill, second row, Mrs. S,E, Crews Jr., Frances Katherine Crews, third 


row: Pat Reginald, Doris Nonanel, and David William Crews. David is a representative from 
the 29th District, Conroe, Texas. 


THE RECORDS SHOW Residents of most states don’t 


see many silver dollars, but 
there were 488,046,100 in cir- 
culation and in the US. Trea- 
sury at the end of the 1959 
fiscal year. 


The first 200 automobiles 9, Karnes City 28, Falls City 
registered were divided inthe 9, Gillett 17, Lenz 3, Helena 
various sections of the county 2, Green 3, Hobsen ll, Davy 
as follows: Kenedy 66, Runge 1. There were 4 motorcycles. 


2b 


RCANTILE COMPANY 
aoe aoa Company established by A.F. Kai 


Washam Seed Co. is now. 


\ 


THE OLD KENEDY MERCANTILE 


The Kenedy Mercantile sold everything from pins, dry goods, 
patent medicine, shoes, groceriés, plows, wagons, buggies, 
jewelry, and glasses. People would try on glasses and if they 
could see, that was what they bought. The store was located 
where the Washam Seed Company is now. 

You can imagine the streets when it rained, as there was no 
pavement, mud and more mud. Buggies and wagons would get 
so stuck in the. mud they would haye to be pulled out. 

Kenedy Mercantile Company was owned by the late aA.f, Kauff- 
mann Sr., father of the, late Adolph and Bill Kauffmann, Mrs. 
JA. (Alice) May, and Mrs. Paul (Ida) Carroll. In the picture 
are the late H.A, Mueller, father of Irvin Mueller, Albert Hoef- 
ner father of Mrs. Dick Ruckman of Karnes City, Linda Bur- 
rage Bain, sister of Al Burrage, Al Burrage, and the late A.F, 
Kauffmann Sr. the late ‘Albert Etta and Tobe Atkinson. 
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uffmann, Sr. Located where the 


JUST THE YOUNG FAMILY — Not the "Old" 
Standing: Baylor, Clyde, Edgar, (seated) Leonard of California, Kathleen, mother Mrs. Dow 


Young and Roy. All of these children gathered to help celebrate their mother’s birthday. This 
picture was taken not too many years before Mrs. Young passed away. 


ae 


THE A.B. BUTLER HOME AND FAMILY 


a 


This picture was made at the A.B, Butler home seven miles west of Pettus Texas about the 


year 1901. LS, Butler, Grant Butler, Sophia Butler, Arthur E, Puckett. Thomas Herbert Puckett, 
Mattie Butler Puckett. 
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FATHER AND SONS 


Picture was made on the first trip to the San Antonio Fair that 
Sykes remembers . . . Fall, 1906. Norris Robert (Mac) Mc- 
Clane Jr., Norris Robert McClane Sr., and Sykes Sanford Mc- 
Clane. 


IN FRONT OF THE COURTHOUSE 


BACK in 1908 in front of the Courthouse are (back row) George R, Campbell, Dick Dromgoole, 
E, Callaway Seale, Judge A.A, Parker, Robert G, Robuck, William E, Ruckman, Judge L.C, 
Tobin, Fred E, Seale, (front row) Jim Seale, Miss Carrie Ethel Coleman, William S, Ruckman. 


Ro 


ie N. McADA 


Came to Texas as a young man irom Tennessee, wife’s name 
was Isabel McClure McAda. They had eight children, two of 
whom married two of the G. H. Nichols family. McAda was a 


rancher 


MEET THE RADFORDS 


JOSEPHINE NICHOLS McADA 


Wife of Craig McAda, and daughter of 
G.H. Nichols. 


A LIST OF COUNTY 
OFFICERS IN 1859 


County Judge, J.W. Rutledge; 
Sheriff and Collector, J. J. 
Seale; Treasurer, H, Seidel; 
County and District Clerk, A. 
Maley; Assessor, L.G. Bailey; 
County Commissioners, JD. 
Newberry, J.H. Yeary, J.B. 
Tardy, A, Dzunk; Consfable 
Pret. No. 1, M. H. Drake; Con- 
stable Pret No. 2, Aug. Gab- 
rysch; Constable Pret. No. 3, 
T.T. Munsell; Constable Pret. 
No. 4. Theo. Butler; Constable 
Pret. No. 5, Jim Gillaland; 
Constable Pret. 9, R.B. Wish- 
ert; Justice Peace Prct. No. 1, 
W. J. Seale; Justice Peace Pret. 
No. 2, W.N, Robinson; Justice 
Peach Pret. No. 3, J.B. Tardy; 
Justice Peace Pret. No. 4, JD. 
Newberry; Justice Peace Prct. 
No. 5, J.J. McCrea; Justice 
Peace Pret. No. 6, L.C. Tobin. 


CRAIG McADA 


Craig McAda was the eldest son of James Newton McAda and 
his wife was Josephine Nichols McAda, the eldest daughter of 
G.°H. Nichols. To this union were born seven children, two 
of whom died in infancy. Three of the children married three 
of the M, L, (Fate) Butler children. 


HAPPENINGS OF 
THE PAST 


Work started on Kenedy 
swimming pool, July 15, 1935 
cost $9000. Constructed with 
45% PWA money, remainder 
raised from sale of shares. 
Size 30x70 feet. 
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J.A. May’s New Crystal Ter- 
race Cafe and dance hall open- 
ed at Kenedy, Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 15, 1936. 

Two Kenedy banks consoli- 
dated Jan. 25, Nichols National 
and First National. New bank 
will be named First Nichols 
Bank. 


Fees a Be ange re tes om 


THE OLD McADA RUCK HUUSE 
The old McAda rock house was built by J. C. (Craig) McAda in 


1876. It was located two and a half miles southwest of Kenedy 


off Highway 72 on the old Wilson ranch road, It has been torn 
down in recent years. 


EFFIE E. McCLANE 


Miss Effie, as she is well known, attended Southwest Texas 

State Teachers College. Her first teaching job was in Common 

School District #22 (the old Crockett School). She taught 9 
years in Kenedy, Hebronville, Carrizo Springs and backto Ken- 

edy, nine summers of summer school, another degree in Home 

Economics, an appointment as County Home Demonstration 

Agent in Travis County. On January 5, 1941 she became Mrs, 

George Williams. All in all she taught for a total of 15 years 

in Kenedy. 
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L. L. Reasoner 
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The first Reasoner store, “Reasoner & Bain'', was established July 1, 1907, 
by Clem Reasoner and W. L. Baiin, on the same site it now occupies. In 
1910, the Reasoner Building was erected, and at that time, "Reasoner & 


Son" came into beina 


Always friendly service at Reasoner & Son - L.L. Reasoner is shown (in the 


background) with employees and friends. 
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STOCKTON 
V & APPLIANCE 
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J.K. STOCKTON-Owner-Proudly displays this MOTOROLA COLOR TV,THE FIRST 
COLOR MOTOROLA TV offered by any dealer south of San Antonio. 
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ONCE A PLAYHOUSE, this building was converted by J. K. Stockton into his first 
It has long been abandoned in favor of the MODERN STOCKTON TV & APP- 


LIANCE on Second Street in order to better serve his customers. 


shop. 
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THE PULLINS OF 
KARNES COUNTY 


NAN es 
Mr. & Mrs, Hiram 


By MRS, C.R, BALLARD 


In the fall of 1866, three 
families left Newton County 
Mississippi in the same wagon 
train, enroute to Karnes County 
Texas. They were the families 
of Levi Nelson, Henry W, Pullin,. 
and Rachal Pullin. Rachal being 
the widow of Henry’s brother 
who had died in the Civil War; 
she also was the sister of 
Henry’s first wife. Nelson’s 
first wife was Mary Parker. 
Some of the Pullins had already 
moved to Karnes County before 
the Civil War while still others 
never came. Henry’s father Jack 
Pullin and his brothers Hiram 
and Tommie were here, perhaps 
all having come before the war. 
The Father was still living here 
Tommie had lost his life in the 
war but his widow and children 
were living here. 
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The rifle was owned by Nelson 
and the shotguns by Pullin and 
his sons. 

The Pullins built theix first 
log cabinonthe Escomido Creek 
where the Pleas Butler home 


now stands. Hiram and Henry 


Pullin were killed by stray bul- 
lets in the Daileyville fight in 
1886. 

The children of Hiram amd 
Candacy (Bur’ Pullin were 
Jesse Harn. ., Thomas Nolen, 
Henry, Miranda, Greenberry, 
Alfred, Esterlina, Sarah, Eliza- 
beth, James amd William. The 
children and his first wife, EH- 
zabeth, were John, William Al- 
len, Hiram, George Washington, 
Sarah, Martha, James Marion, 
Elizabeth and Matilda. The 
children of Henry and his se- 
cond wife, Pollyanna Johnson, 
were Alex, Henry, Edward, Ja- 
son, Tabitha Jane, Alma and 
Walter. 
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The Nelson-Pullin train con- 
sisted of five wagons drawn by 
five yokes of oxen. Levi Nel- 
son had two wagons and two 
yokes of oxen. Two of his oxen 
were brown brindle and white 
spotted, their mames were 
“‘Ball’’ and ‘‘Bright’’ and they 
were wheel oxen. The other two 
were black and brindle, their 
names were ‘‘Coaly’’ and 
“‘Baldy’’ and they were lead 
oxen. Henry Pullin also had two 
wagons and two yokes of oxen. 


Those in the wheel yoke were 
red amd white spotted and those 


in the lead were white. His 
white oxen were noted for their 
faithful leading of this train of 
wagons. Mrs. Rachal Pullin had 
one wagon and one yoke of oxen. 
In these wagons were carried 
bedding, household goods, feed 
for several families and feed 
for the oxen. Most of the food 
for man was gathered along the 
way by hunting and fishing. Their 
artillery consisted of one flint 
and steel muzzle loading rifle 
and two double barrel shotguns. 


SAD BUT TRUE 


The known. children of Levi 
Nelson were James Berry,-Ja- 
mina, Mary Ann, Elizabeth, 
Charlie, Martha Jane and Mir- 
anda. 

Hiram, son of Henry and Mary 


Ann Nelson were married in | 


Karnes County Feb. 18, 1867. 
Their children were JohnHenry, 
Jamima, Levi, Belle, Alice, 
Jesse, Willis, Lydia, Myrtle, 
Edgar, Charley, and Mary. Many 
descendants are living in this 
area today. Some of the names 
are Maley, Booe, Chandler, Bal- 
lard, Sims, Rankin, Cox, Mum- 
me, Puckett, Choate and Mas- 
sengale. 

Hiram Pullin was born -.ay 
14, 1847 in Mississippi and died 
on May 2, 1911 in Texas. The 
Little Town of Pullin was nam- 
ed for him. The Nelsons and 
Pullins are buried in the New- 
berry-Pullin cemetery near the 
townsite of Pullin. 

Taken partly from Letter 
written by Mrs. Everett Rankin, 

Above Data Compiled by Mrs. 
C.R. Ballard, Pettus, Texas. 


‘hts is a sad thing to say but out of this group of ladies there 
‘is only one still living. Ollie Reagan, Sallie Conway (Scoggin), 
Lema Winerich (Gregory) (only living one ) Minaie -Robuck 
{Robert Mayfield, Sr.,) Mag Winerich (J.W. Holbrook) Maude 


Robuck (Danie1 Sriith). 
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PULLIN AND DAUGHTER 


In this picture, taken on Dec. 25, 1899, of Mrs. Hiram Pullin (Mary Ann Nelson) and her 
daughters, shown l. to r., in front, are: Mrs. Lee Maley (Belle), Mrs. Hiram Pullin, Mrs. 
John Chandler (':mima), Mrs. Everett Rankin (Lydia), Mrs. C. R, Ballard (Alice Clarinda), 
and Mrs. Claude Sims (Myrtle). 
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THE J. H. PULLIN & COMPANY 

Back in i893 the J, H, Pullin & Company nandled in their drug store, drugs, staples, and fancy 
groceries, now just what the fancy grocer’ s were, we do not know. In this picture you will see 
all dressed up and leaning on the showcases C,C, Ballard and Myrtle Pullin (Mrs. Claude Sims). 
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SOME MORE OF THE SAME 
This is part three of a five-part picture taken April 18, 1912 at the Kenedy Public School. Can 
you find . . . Trudo McCaskill, Alfred Mummie, Everett McCoy, Douglas McCoy, Bill Butler, 
Sam Jack Scoggin, Cecil Ballard, Leonard Young, Ewald Schroeder, Otha Manlove, Miss Pearl 
Bowden, Tenny Richardson, Mrs. Lela Parker, Prof. Robert W, Bennett, Mrs. R,W, Bennett, 
Susie Bail, Bright Hoefner, Eva Butler, Bolton Boone, Pauline Jcnes, Inez Ables, Cecil Bain, 
Mattie Myers, Mary Esther Bain, Kathryn Pullin, Edith Baker, Alleen Sain, Bernice Martin, 
Abbe Martin, Grace Russell, Hattie Martin Myra McCaskill, Annie Cook, Eula Summers, Edna 
Goode, Marie Hoefner, Elbert Bain, Giadys Benedict, Sallie Mae Dailey, Bouglas Scruggs, Mel- 
vin Jones, Gladys Eckols, Abbe Rutledge, Bess Dimaline, Kathieen Russell, Leo Fikes, Calvin 
Conway and GD, Russell Jr. 
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Daughters of Noted Southern 
Family Settle in County 


BY BILL LINDER 


Early after the turn of the century, former Mississippians 
John Richard Shaw and wife Jemima Catherine Murphree and 
their family settled in Karnes County near Wofford’s Crossing 
on the San Antonio River. Mrs. Shaw’s sister, Mary Eliza~ 
beth Murphree Rogers, wife of John Peter Rogers, Jr., also 
Mississippi folk, had settled in Karnes County near Overby 
at an earlier date. 

The Murphree sisters were born in Yalobusha County, Mis- 
sissippi, in the early 1860s, daughters of Charles Jasper 
Walker Murphree, and granddaughters of Martin Murphree, 
early Mississippi pioneer and one of the founders‘of the town 
of Pittsboro. Their great grandfather, David Murphree, was 
one of the first white men to settle Alabama, and he and his 
sons pioneered the wilderness country and laid out some of 
the first roads in western Alabama. David was the youngest 
son of Daniel Murphree of Orange County, North Carolina, 
whose will (a copy of which is in the possession of Bill Lin- 
der, 6th great-grandson) leaves seven magnificent planta- 
tions to each of seven grown sons, his married daughters 
having received prior dowry, and the minors receiving British 
pounds. 

The Murphree family became one of the South's foremost 
families after having established the name early in Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. Towns 
were built on Murphree plantations in North Carolina and 
Tennessee, and the towns ‘“‘Murfreesboro’’ are still thriving 
cities today. 

The Murphree name was originally ‘‘Murphy”’ in Ireland, 
however, ina great Irish rebellion against British oppression, 
severa! Murphy sons fought to prominence. When the British 
won the battle and sought the Murphys for conviction, they 
hastened to America and changed the name to ‘‘Murphree”’ 
and ‘‘Murfree.”’ Their intention was to have the word ‘free’’ 
as an eternal part of the name from that time forward. 
Many prominent Murphrees and Murfrees found fame in the 
new land, first as wealthy tobacco growers and later as 
valiant soldiers in all the wars for freedom, the name re- 
mained in prominence, with the late Dennis Murphree, first 
cousin to Jemima Shaw and Mary Rogers, a recent gover- 
nor of Mississippi. : 
Children of the Shaw family still living in Kenedy are Mrs. 
Mattie Yeater, Ed Shaw, Bob Shaw, Nona Votaw, and Mrs. 
Bill (Sambo) Davis. Milam Shaw, formerly of Kenedy, now 
lives in Logan, Utah, and Mrs. Josie Grunwald, and Mr. 
Charlie A. Shaw aredeceased.  ~ 

The Shaws, Rogers and Overbys, all early Karnes County 
residents, were closely related families who migrated be- 
tween the years 1890 and 1900 from Yalobusha County, 
Mississippi, to Karnes and DeWitt Counties in Texas. 
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SUNDAY BEST 


Alfred and Houston Lyons shown in their ‘‘Sunday Best’’ 
.. - pin-stripe suits were a ‘“‘rage’’ in those days. 
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BLUE BONNET BELLES 
These cute litle tricks or “‘chicks’’ are the children of Mr, 
and Mrs. Roy Young, Francis, Mrs. Kenneth Stockton, and 
her sister, Hazel (deceased). 


INDIAN FIGHT, Ist 
MEMORABLE DATE 


One of the first memorable 
dates in the history of Karnes 
County was October 8, 13848, at 
which time a fight with Indians 
occurred just above the junc- 
tion of the dry Escondido creek 
3 miles from Kenedy and about 
2 1/2 miles south of old Datley- 
ville, in the Pleas Butler pas- 
ture. A bandof Indians, about 
40 in number, raided the York- 
town settlement and drove off 


some 30 head of horses anda 


company of 30 white men head- 
ed by Capt. York organized as 


quickly as possible and follow- 
ed their trail ito Escondido 
creek. Here they discovered a 
blanket, supposed to have been 
left by the indians, and as they 
stopped to examine it, a vollcy 
of shots was fired froma thicket 
near by and «= fierce battle en- 
sued. After about 30 minutes 
the York party had lost three 
men, Capr. York, his son-in- 
law. James Bell and a man 
named Sykes~—and it was forced 
to withdraw because the Indians 
were hidden behind a large fall~ 
en oak in the dense thicket of 
trees, and greatly outnumbered 
the white men. The news of the 
fight spread quickly to Goliad 


Se 


county where Jackson and Ben- 
son Burris organized a com- 
pany of men who came to the 
scene of the battle and buried 
the three znen who had fallen. 
it was estimated *:y the Goliad 
party that seven indians were 
killed and their bodies carried 
away. 
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VERY EARLY CROP 

Additional information un— 
covered by archeologists in 
Mexico during this century in- 
dicates that Indians made the 
\first planting of food crops on 
the North American Continent 
85 centuries ago. 
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WILLIAM TAYLOR 
(BRACK) MORRIS 


(Editor’s Note: This story was taken from the 50th anniversary 
edition of THE KARNES COUNTY NEWS, Runge, Texas). 


CORTEZ, NOTED HORSE THIEF, KILLS SHERIFF MORRIS, 
FATHER OF PRESENT SHERIFF 

June 12, 1901, as will be recalled by many old timers 
through South Texas. 
SHOT DEAD BY A DASTARDLY MEXICAN HORSE THIEF 
WHOM HE WAS TRYING TO ARREST 

Citizens of Runge were thrown into a ferment of excite- 
ment by news over the telephone call from Kenedy that Sheriff 
W. T. Morris had been killed at the Thulemeyer ranch while 
attempting to arrest a Mexican horse thief wanted in Atascosa 
County. 

Sheriff Morris had received papers for the arrest ofa 
Mexican wanted in Atascosa County for horse theft, and having 
reason to believe he was in the vicinity of the Thulemeyer 
ranch, about ten miles from Kenedy, Morris took along Con- 
stable John H, Trimmell and Boone Choate. It is supposed 
that the Mexican shot Morris first while he was reading the 
warrant to him, and after he had been thrown off his guard by 
an apparent submission. Morris returned the fire and Choate 
reported that he had killed one of the Mexicans and wounded 
the other but this seems to have been a mistake, as the man 
who was “‘killed’’ has been captured and has only a wound in 
his jaw. At the second fire of the Mexicans, Morris fell from 
his buggy, shooting as he fell, and Choate, who was unarmed, 
jumped out of the buggy and ran for his life. He went to where 
John Trimmell was stationed and the two got a buggy from a 
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neighboring farmer and went to Kenedy with the news as fast 
as they could go. A posse of citizens was immediately formed 
at both Kenedy and Karnes City, and hurriedly left for the 
scene of the fight, probably arriving there within two and a 
half gf three hours after the shooting took place. When they 
arrived they could neither find Morris’ body nor any sign 
of the Mexicans, everything was gone, Morris’ surrey and team 
included. There had been a fight because blood stains on the 
ground and the sheriff’s watch was found near where he fell. 
Morris was buried in Runge. A wagon had also left the ranch 
after the shooting, going toward Kenedy. This was met about 
three miles west of Kefedy by Deputy Sheriff Albert Lyous, 
who had ridden from Runge over there, on his way to the 
scene of the shooting, but as there seemed to be only three 
women in the wagon, they were not bothered. A little farther | 
on, however, he learned that these women came from the 
house where the shooting occurred, and lie iminediately re- 
turned to pursuit of them. They reached Kenedy, however, be~ 
fore he could overtake them, and were not located until later, 
where they were found at a Mexican shanty in Kenedy and with 
them was found a wounded Mexican man, shot through the jaw, 
who proved to be the man Sheriff Morris had gone to arrest. 
It is believed that the wounded Mexican was inthe wagon 
covered up when the officers passed as they were seen by a 
citizen of Kenedy. It is reported there was a second Mexican. 
The late Brack Morris is the father of Harper Morris, who 
is known as the ‘biggest, littlest sheriff in Karnes County.”’ 


THE FOUR RICKS 
Mrs. Sam Ricks with her three boys George M, Tobe, and Sam Jr., Mrs. Ricks is the daughter 
of Mrs. T. H, Atkinson. 
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THk BUTLERS 
With boots and high top shoes and posing for this picture is 


Istalena Louise Butler (P.B. Butler) and Theodore Butler. 
(Mrs. T. H, Stewart's mother and cousin). 
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THE ROBUCK'S OF KARNES CITY 


ek. Robuck and Rutus 

Robuck, Rufus Green Roebuck, sam See 

er ae of Mrs. L.L, Appling of Karnes City came an et PRR Our Ne Pe m {n~ 

Fi I . ots : hau relg. piss >, OTM & 

ete became Karnes County in 1854. He : a oes 

Hee Aen eR rails * that time he and his family lived just south of Runge where he ownet 
iano : : 


j > Sought land near Helena and moved there where he 
land near the Ojo Tia Fe ee = known over an extensive area for the eka 
ae ag Poe ers wood. His daughter remembers how he would dip the pecan yoo ips e 
ies a a i / aS to make the wood pliable. Because of the quality of his wor kipegehip 
wa es to bay his product. He lived to be 84 years of age. whee uf : the 
h, Robert G, Robuck, Charles H, Robuck, Mrs. Vira Daugntrey, 


Green Robuck. Rufus Gceen. 


a iarge pot of boiling 
people came long distanc 
father of Mrs. V.A, Smit 


Maudie Smith, and Mrs. Minnie Mayfield. ; 
é ne ET ie pte gh 
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ie mee 13. I.L, Elder, killed in 1886 
SIX SHOOTER JUNCTION’S f : 
ROSTER OF SHERIFFS + aioe if ia Lees 
K ; rict clerk, 

(Karnes County) 14. W.L. Rudd. 

List of the sheriffs of Karnes pe eN Seale, 1888-1896, 
County since its organization Peace even e ass avO- L200 
: killed by Mexican outlaw. 
in 1854, were about as follows: 

} : ; 17. W.C. Hunter, succeeded 

1. JohnDavis ...first sheriff. hi : 

J im to office. 

2s John Littleton, 1857-1860, 18 Callowa Seale 1902- 

killed on way to Austin with : zi Fen 


on 1910. 
Ra rome for Confederate 19, Jim Brown 1910-1934, 


2 . j . -” 
3. John Hutcheson served | 0. Harper Morris, 1934 


during the war. 21. Alger Kendall 
4. Samuel I, Davis, 1866- 
1868. 

5. T. Jeff Reagan, 1868-1869 FALLS CITY TRAIN ROBBERY 
killed a boy in discharge of his Attempted robbery near Falls 
duty and resigned. City. The thief was joeB.Giles 

6. Hugh Carr, 1870. alias John D, May. May was 

7. Thos. H. Puckett, 1871- tried amd given the death penalty 
1872. at Helena, amd was hanged at 

8. John Yeary, 1872-1877, Karhes City, May 25, 1894 


the father of Jim Yeary. 
9. Walter Napier, 1877. 
10. J.C, Addington, 1881. 
11. Col. Reisinger, 1882. 
12, Edgar Leary, 84, killed 


at Helena. >) ¢ > 
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For the past 4 years, the Kenedy Chamber of Commerce has worked for a better 
happier, and more progressive Karnes County. The work of the Chamber has gone 
into every avenue of county interest, including rural roads and highways, city 
and county promotions, surveys, the sponsoring of contests, promotion of conser- 
vation developments, the providing of recreational facilities, tourist attractions, 
and many others. In the years that lie ahead, the Chamber of Commerce will 
continue to play its part in the continuing story of Kenedy and Karnes County. 


4 Who Have Served As 
President of The KENEDY Chamber of Commerce 
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John C. Mixon Dr. H. J. Bonnstetter Dr. C. C. Quillian James H. Avant 
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Tommy Stiff-Owner-extends his thanks for your patron- 
‘age and support. It has been, and will be in the future, a 
pleasure to serve you. © 
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This photo shows the modern CREE MEE at the same location on the San Antonio dighway- 
remodeled and expanded five times since its beginning in 1952, in order to offer better ser. 
vice and good food to our customers. 
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KARNES COUNTY 
THROUGH THE AGES 


By HH, SCHUENEMANN SR, 


EDITOR’S NOTE: H. H. 
Schuenemann Sr., oneof Karnes 


well Schuenemann and they have 
two children, Helmuth Jr. 


County’s prominent attorneys, 
is a ‘native of Karnes County 
and is well-knownoverthe state 
having served in the House of 
Representatives for many 
years. Mr. Schuenemann Sr, 
has probably one of the best 


married to Jo Ellen Jimerson 
Schuenemann of Choate and they 
have one son, Craig; and a 
daughter, Sylvia Schuenemann 
Jones married to Bob D, Jones 
of Houston (formerly of Ken- 
edy, and they have two girls, 


files on Karnes County history. Jana and Jill.) 


He is married to Ione Black- 


Through the ages the course of history has often been changed 
by the life or death of a single individual. It might be surpris- 
ing to those of us who now livein Karnes County that the destiny 
of the development of this area may also have been by the fate 
of the life or death of a single individual. In fact the map of 
Karnes County may have been gamplet ety changed by reason of 
fateful events in the lives of men. 

Karnes County was organized in 1854 and Helena was designat- 
ed as its County Seat, and twenty years later, in the early 
seventies, was the only..community of any consequence in the 
county and was then considered a prosperous metropolis for 
the era, boasting large businesses, hotels, several doctors and 
several lawyers and even a college. 
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Other communities in Karnes County about this time were 
Riddleville (now Gillett), a:small trading post in the extreme 
northeastern part of Karnes County; Daileyville, several miles 
southeast of Helena on Escondido Creek, which was then describ~ 
ed as a beautiful flowing stream of clear water. established by 
C.P. Dailey, had several stores and other businesses and a 
doctor; and at the confluence of the San Antonio River and the 
Cibolo River the Polish community of Panna Maria had been 
established soon after Karnes County had been organized. It 
was serving the Polish imigrants in the area. 

The area of Karnes County consisted of large sprawling 
ranches owned by the so-called cattle barons of the period. 

Among these ranchers was James R, SkKiles, whose ranch 
was located in the northwestern part of Karnes County just 
across the line from Wilson County. Here he had built with the 
ard of his slaves a rock mansion. It was no doubt a beautiful 
structure in its day, but the only remains of this mansion are 
a tew remaining walls still standing a few miles west of the 
present town of Falls City. 

The Skiles ranch fronted the San Antonio River and on his 
premises were located the famous falls and he dreamed of 
building a city at this location of the falls. On November 11, 
1871, James Skiles filed on record in the office of the county 
clerk of Karnes County a plat of the town of Marcellino. He 
visioned a city might be established here and plotted out 100 
foot streets, one of which he called the River Road, 150 feet 
wide. He dedicated whole blocks for each denomination of church, 
for a college, for a public park and a city hall, and he built a 
grist mill at the falls. 

These were then the communities of Karnes County during 
the seventies and early eighties. : 

In the late seventies Mifflin Kenedy and-Richard King, of the 
Keaedy and King Ranches in South Texas, began negotiating 
for a railroad from San Antonio to the Gulf, and in late 1884 or 
early 1885 succeeded in convincing Uriah Lott, the eastern 
financier, to begin the building of this road, and early in 1886 
began laying the first rails across the Karnes and Wilson County 
line. By this time Helena was indeed the largest community 
between San Antonio and Corpus Christi, Panna Maria was a 
thriving little community, and Daileyville was likewise consid- 
erel as a place of opportunity and with a future. All of these 
communities lie north and east of the San Antonio River. The 
railroad entered Karnes County east of the river. 


It is not known whether at that time the railroad builders 


intended to stay east of the river and touch the communities , 


of F’anna Maria and Helena. 


At any rate, a townsite was laid out on the east bank of the © 


San Antonio River, approximately across from the community 
of Marcellino, and the place was called Breckenridge, it was 
later changed to Falls City. 

Had the railroad continued east of the river and passed 
through Helena, Helena might have become thd only town of 
any consequence in the county and perhaps be a city in its own 
name today. 


Destiny declared it otherwise, however. The story is told that 


a prominent rancher’s sonwas killed onthe streets of Helena and 
this rancher rode into the town and declared to the citizens 
that he would Kill the town that had killed his son. The course 
of the railroad was changed, the rails crossed the San Antonio 
River just south of the town of Breckenridge (Falls City) and 
moved into the center of the county. When the railroad reached 


a location about five miles north of present day Kenedy and about 


27> 


a mile south of the present day Karnes City, it was determined 
to establish another community. A contract was entered into 
with a rancher to acquire one thousand acres of land for the 
purpose of establishing the town of Kenedy, named in honor of 
Mifflin Kenedy, one of the founders of the road. Preparations 
were begun to lay out a townsite, a railroad car was placed on 
the siding for a depot and a station agent was appointed. 

While the development of the townsite was under way the 
owner of the land was killed in a street battle on the streets of 
Daileyville, he left a widow and several minor children, and again 
fate changed the map of Karnes County. The railroad officials, 
being fearful of making good title to the land which they had 
under contract, determined to move the townsite. Large influen- 
tial landowners in the area where Kenedy is now established 
convinced the builders that the proper place for the town of 
Kenedy would be on the banks of the Escondido Creek at the con- 
fluence of Nichols Creek, and then the present day town of Ken- 
edy was established in August 1886. 

The other communities became ghost towns. 

Marcellino disappeared, the only evidence of it being the map 
which fs of record in the clerk’s office and the ruins of the 
SKiles mansion. 

Old Kenedy disappeared completely.:The widow of the land- 
owner filed suit in the District Court of Karnes County for 
damages, but no evidence of the location of Old Kenedy can be 
found today. 

Daileyville was practically moved to New Kenedy, C.P,Dailey 
being the first person to buy a lot in present day Kenedy. 

Panna Maria remains perhaps the only community which is 
still the center of activity of the Polish area it serves. 

Helena became one of the true ghost towns of our times. 
Its only evidence of having once been a city is the old two story 
court house still standing and a few remains of old rock walls 
which once housed prosperous businesses. 

Thus by the fate of life and death of men the map of Karnes 


County may have been changed. 
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ONLY A FEW WALLS REMAIN 


Shown through the mesquite and wild huisache are a few of the 
remaining walls of the once beautiful Skiles Mansion. The late 
James R, Skiles once dreamed of building a beautiful city at 
this site, and in 1871 filed ona plat in Karnes County for the 


town of Marcellino 
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SOMEBODY IS STUCK IN THE MUD 


This was right down town where the present bank is located—my! my! look at the mudIIIIII 
Wouldn't it be nice to see some mud again????? 


< . NM ecicit ae eed 
FIRST ROCK HOUSE 
Possibly the first rock house built in the Panna Maria settlement by the Polish ‘immigrants. 
It was completed, as pictured, in 1862, after being started in 1855. The house was built on the 
first tract of land bought by Franciska Urbangzyk, the mother of Mathew, Thomas, Juliana, 
Franciska, and Anton. It was bought from Jom Twohig on April 21, 1855, and consisted of 150 


agreas at $5.00 per acre or the sum of $750.00. The number ‘‘1862"’ was written in the mortar 
of the last addition of the rock wall. 
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TAKEN FROM THE KARNES 
CITY CITATION APRIL 13, 1961 


Dr. J.W. Edgar, commission- 
er of Education, of the Texas 
Education Agency, of Austin, 
will give-the dedication address 
at the dedication and openhouse 
of the new Karnes City High 
“School Building ee nigh, 
Peril 6. ee 


The dedication program will 


-begin at 7:30 o’clock in the high. 


school auditorium, 

Dr. Edgarhas served as Com- 
missioner of Education since the 
passage of the Gilmer - Akin 


school laws in 1949, The Texas © 


Education Agency directs all 
public school education in Tex= 

as, as well as directing -the 
schools for the blind and deaf 


‘NEW K.C. HIGH SCHOOL DEDICATED 


in Austin. 
The formal program of the 


evening will begin with a musi-~ _ 


cal prelude by the Karnes City 
High School Band, directed by 
Cullen Hardin, Band Director. 
At 7:30 o’clock they will play 


the National- Anthem which will. 


ppene the program. 
The invocation will be given 


by J.L. Harris, principal of 


South and North Elementary 
_ Schools. 

The introduction of platform 
and other guests will be by Wal- 
ter G, Riedel, president of th» - 
Board of Education: Carlos Bak- 
er, Jr; Karnes City High School, 
principal and D.E, Moore super=- 
intendent of Karnes City. 
schools. 
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THE OLD FIREPLACE STILL STANDS 


Though once a beautiful structure in its day, only a few walls 
and the old fireplace still remain of the rock mansion built by 


James R, Skiles with the aid of his slaves prior to the Civil 
War. 
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PART OF THE OLD 


SKILES CISTERN 
It looks like a hole in the 


ground now, but back in the 1880’s 
it served water to the James 
R, Skiles family.. : 
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STREET SCENE IN HOBSO 


This photo was taken in Hobson around the turn of the century when horse-drawn vehicles, as 


shown, were the customary means of transportation, Noticethe milk cans on all ‘the vehicles??? 


The store next door to R, J. Polasek’s General Merchandise’store couldn't have been-the 
creamery, could it? 
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HISTORY OF 
THE EL OSO 


COMMUNITY 


by MRS, HILBERT SAHM 


(editors Note: Mrs. Hilbert 
(Elsie Esse) Sahm is thedaugh- 
ter of Mrs. William Esse and 
the late Mr. Esse. Mrs. Sahm 
was born in: Caldwell County 
and moved with her parents to 
Karnes County, settling in the 
El Oso Community, as a baby. 
She married Hilbert Sahm, son 
of Mrs. Ernest Sahm and the 
late Mr. Sahm, on Feb. 1, 1928, 
ia Austin, Texas. Mr. Sahm was 
born in Guadalupe County, mov- 
ing-to Karnes County in his 
youth with his family. The 
Sahm’s principal occupation is 
farming. They are pillars of 
the El Oso community, active 
members of the Methodist 
Church, have two wonderful 
daughters (and sons-in-law) 
Mrs. Addie Mae (Sahm) Retz- 
loff of Kenedy, and Mrs. Joyce 
(Sahm) Pogue of Corpus Chris- 
ti, and two delightful grand- 
daughters, Jamie Linn Pogue 
and Gina Lane Pogue. Mrs. 
Sahm is also THE KENEDY 
TIMES reporter for the El Oso 
Community. 
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In the early years of the 
1900s, dozens of pioneer fami- 
lies migrated from all phases 
of the earth and different walks 
of life to a vast unsettled wil- 
derness, to a county known to 
many bearing the name Karnes 
County. They were willing to 
endure the hardships that they, 
the pioneers, knew lay ahead of 
them, to establish homes for 
their families and help induce 
agriculture inthis area. Not only 
Was transportation a problem 
for the migrants, but the en- 
Counterment of gangsters as 
well. Water was indeed a han- 
dicap in those days and times, 
due to the fact that deep wells 
were necessary because in many 
cases the water was so salty 
and not good for use of human 
or animal. Earthen tanks were 
dug with mules and hand labor. 


‘In some cases animals died from 
lack of good water. These dis- 
appointments did not hinder 
them and with an unexcelled 
determination that the pioneers 
had in mind, carried out their 
plans successfully by the sweat 
of their brow. Dotting the wil- 
derness were 2 and 3-room 
houses, with smoke curling up 
from the chimneys far above 
the trees to the blue sky above, 
indicating the signal of a new 
day. 

Land was cleared of brush 
in small acreage, by means of 
hand labor and plowing was done 
with crude implements and 
mules. Adding a few acres each 
year, they soon developed size- 
able little farms, making it 
necessary to build a gin, as 
cotton was the major crop and 
ruled as King of the new popu- 
lated area, followed by cane 
sorghum and corn. Cane sér- 
ghum played an important part 
in those days,.as it was used 
to make syrup for the family. 
This, too, required hand labor, 
as the leaves were first stripped 
from the stalk by hand, then cut 
off above the ground by hand, 
amd hauled to the nearestpress. 
The press was operated by mule 
power, thus extracting the juice 
from the stalk and then poured 
into large vats or pans and 
cooked into the syrup stage. 

Another problem facing the 
early settlers was, ‘‘where will 
we sem our childrento school?”’ 
This, however, was solved 
quickly by the ever willing set- 
tlers and by working together, 
they soon had a one-room buil- 
ding erected on the place where 
C, 1, Kolinek now lives, namely 
the Cadillac School No.2, Dist. 
No. 18. 

Mrs. A. H. Kurback (nee 
Smith) now deceased, was the 
first teacher in 1908, 1909, and 
1910. Mrs. Laura (Brubaker) 
Benke taught in the years of 
1910, 1911, 1912 and Mrs. Bes- 
sie (Stallings) Benke in 1912, 


1913, 1914, and 1915. Many 
happy days were spent in this 
little school despite the fact 
that the teacher amd most of 
the pupils had to walk 2 1/2 
to 3 miles, trodding through 
mud, water, and blustering win- 
ter rains. A fortunate few had 
carts and donkeys and these 
not only provided transportation 
for their owners, but fun for all 


2U0 


when donkey races were held 
at last recess. 

Cadillac School not only 
served as a school, but a little 
Church in the Wildwood on Sun- 
days. Programs, picnics, Eas- 
ter egg hunts, and sacred song 
festivals were held there. The 
Rev. Ferdinand Mumme, father 
of the late B, G. Mumme of 
Kenedy, held services in the 
school. At that time Rev. 
Mumme lived in Cuero and came 
by train to Kenedy, where he 
was met by Wilhelm Esse (de- | 
ceased) in horse and buggy. 

In later years Cadillac school 
was moved off the premises 
to a place known as the Youg- 
quist place, near the site of 
the new Cadillac School which 
was built in 1919 and was used 
as a Latin American school. 
Though both schools are now 
abandoned, in the minds of the 
teachers and pupils linger the 
thoughts and fond memories of 
the days spent together inside 


the walls of these schools, 


The first gin was located in 
the Lenz Community on the 
place then owned by Richard 
Retzloff, dating back to the year 
1908. It was a _ stockholders 
co-operation, owned and oper- 
ated by these men. In 1920 Al- 
fred Ahrens purchased the gin. 
The Lenz Store dates back to 
the year of 1906 whenits owner, 
Otto Retzloff, built it and the 
first business transaction 
occurred in 1907. In 1910 Mr. 
Retzloff sold the store to Camel- 
Jauer. They in turn sold to 
HoH. Ladewig (deceased). Pro- 
gress was onthe upward grade 
and in the years 1916-1917, the 
Zunker Gin was built and a 
store in connection was oper-~ 
ated by Harry Zunker and Arno 
Weigang. As King Cotton still 
sat on the throne of agricul- 
ture in the community, there 
was need for another gin. The 
El Oso Gin Company was built 
in the year of 1935, also in 
connection with a store. It was 
(The Bear) The El Oso Merc. 
Company and Gin and was sit- 
uated on the south-east corner 
of the G. N, Lynch Ranch. The 
name El Oso meaning The Bear, 
goes on with the legend of the 
actual bear encountered in a 
creek on the butler Ranchowned 
by the forefathers of Mrs. Addie 
Mae (Butler) Lynch, 
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A 19 — FICNIC 
Miss Belle Koonce teacher in the Michna School took her child- 
ren out to the Naescher Park that was located about three and 


one half miles from Kenedy. Wonder if this tree is still stand- 
ing? 


IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS 

Pictured in front #f the old Dan Butler home are left to right T.S, Colbath, Jr., Mrs. M.L. 
(Violet) Harvey, Mr. Tom S, Colbath, Sr. holding Mrs. Bee (Doris) Choate, Mrs. J.O. (Lela) 
Jones, Mrs. TS. Colbath, Sr., Mrs. Annie Butler, little girl in front, Mrs. B.F. Roberts, Jr., 
and Mr. James A, Colbath. 
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PRETTY BABY 


Amy Jane Austin, 5 months old,daughterof Mr. and Mrs. Clyde 
Austin, now married to Preston Parsons. The Parsons have one 
son David. 
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SHOWING OFFA BALE... 


Hilbert Sahm, Karen Ann Ponish (a future cotton maiden), Mrs. 
Sahm, and ‘‘Binky’’ Arnold Dollase are shown with a freshly 


baled bale of cotton, 
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ALL SMILES 
The smiling baby above is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Aus- 
tin, taken when Clyde Neal was just a few months old. 
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BUSY OFFICE 


Amanda Weston is shown checking weight slips of Ernest 
Blascke and Elroy Fenner as Betty Ponish amd Billie Weston 
look on . . . they’re learning the cotton business early in life 
- - - just in case. 
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ALAMO EXPRESS Inc. 


el 


Shown at the left are Mrs. | 
A. M. Byrd; Terminal man’ 
ager of Alamo Express Inc. 
and driver Augustine Ram- 
irez, Speeding freight on - 
its way. 
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PRESTON PARSONS 
SERVICE STATION 


BLUE BONNET MOTEL 
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BLADES ~ RMS 


Combining hospitality and friendly service with dependability and quality 
products are this man and wifeteam, who provide every need of the tour- 
ist, the traveling man, and all particular people. Mrs. Preston Parsons 
(my Jane) is shown at the left in the newly expanded and remndeled off - 
ice of the Blue Bonnet Motel. The modern units have been cumpletely 
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modernized, and a pool aaded for the convenience of guests. Preston 
Parsons (right) shown at Preston Parsons Service Station offers 24 
hour service, quality Gulf prouucts, cars picked up and delivered for 


washing, polishing, and lubrication. 
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MODERN POOL RECENTLY INSTALLED AT THE BLUE BONNET MOTEL 
FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF GUESTS 
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OLD TIMERS’ CLUB 
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/ anew organizatic: A.P, Burrage, Sykes S. McClane, Marvin N, Butler. RI, (Dick) 
-his vicinity for Sattler, E.P. (Paul) Ruhmann, Jr., W.C. (Wade) Newberry, M. 
M, Atkinson. Front row left to right: CLG eHarris, Js. Gra= 
ham, C.E, (Bo) Nichols, Cecil R, Ballard, WE, Ruckman, E, 
C. Bain, P.B. (Pete) Borroum, L.O, Little, Bethel Lister, 


and W, H, (Bill) Atkinson. 


SI WO AS AN 
These 27 men attemed the first meetil 
in Kenedy made up of men who have 1i\- 
SQ years or more. From left to right on (i~ »ack row: Claude 
Dalmon Sims, Martin Schaefer, P.R. Goff, Jr., HH, Schuene~ 
mann, Willie D, Pace, G.D. Russell, Jr., Irvin Mueller. Second 
row left to right: Alfred T. Goff,O.C, Young, WD. (Bill) Nichols 


A unique organization was 
founded by W, E, Ruckman, 
Cecil Ballard, and I.A, Muel- 
ler on Wednesday, January 11, 
1961, at the Nichols Ranch near 
Three Rivers. 

in order to be eligible to be 
a member or the group a man 
must have lived in Kenedy or 
surrounding territory for fifty 
years or more. 

The three hosts and founders 
served a mutton, goat, and ven- 
ison barbecue to the men who 
attended. 

It was decided that this should 
be a permanent organization and 
the following officers were 
elected: W.E, Ruckman, presi- 


dent; Cecil Ballard, secretary 


treasurer; I.A. Mueller, chair- 
man of by-laws and advisory 
committee; Sykes McClane, 
historian; Marvin Butler, 
chairman of programs; Ernest 
Bain, chairman of food; GD. 
Russell, sergeant at arms. 


The men voted to have their 
next meeting in April at the 
same location. Members will be 
advised by direct mail of the 
exact meeting date. 

The following names were 
submitted for the club: ‘‘Down 
Hill Club’’, ‘Up and At 'Em 
Club”, ‘‘Over 39 Club’’, Juv- 
_enile Club,” ‘‘Later Than You 
Think Club’, ‘‘Half Century 
Club’’, ‘‘How Well I Remem- 
ber Club,’ and ‘The 49’ers”’ 

S.S. McClane brought his 
collection of old photographs 
and everyone had a wonderful 
afternoon reminiscing and tell- 
ing favorite anecdetes. 

Ernest Bain said, “If you 
haven't crankéd a Motel T, you 


‘can't be in our club.”’ 


According to one of the club 
members old Dr. Hubbard had 
his car parked on Main Street 
and noticed something leaking 
out of it. He wasn’t sure whether 


BOs 


it was water or gasoline, so he 
struck a match to find out. 
Right then and there the Ken- 
edy Bucket Brigade was formed. 
In another doctor story, it 
seems that if Dr. Hammack was 
called out ona case it was 
always appendicitis, if it was 
Dr. Hickle, you had pneumonia, 
and if you called Dr. Hubbard 
it was a baby every time! 
The group elected Lawrence 
Reasoner the most hen -pecked 


man and sent him a gift. 
Se 
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KENEDY OLD TIMERS 


This picture was taken where the present Lieke’s Drug Store is located. Some say it must have 
been around 1914 or 1915. Some of those in the picture are J.W, Stewart, S.D, Chestnut, P.R, 
Goff, Jake Ruhmann, O.D, Davis, T. P. Walker, W.T, Courson, Arthur Paur, Frank Smith, 
Pete Blaise, Dr. W.A. Rofort, Rev. C.C. Clark, O.D. Edwards, Lawrence Reasoner (the 
‘shiek’? of town), R. J. Sattler, Jack Wingate, John Petterson, J.T, Loprode, Adolph Kauff- 
mann, John Mitchell, E.P, Ruhmann, T.A, Miller, Daddy Burns, Worsheal ard Dr. R,D, Led- 


better. 


PROGRESSIVE 
STUDY CLUB 


By MRS. C. R. BALLARD 

In 1939, the members of the 
Twentieth Century Study Club 
of Kenedy, Texas, sponsored a 
new club, This Club was named 
the Junior Twentieth Century 
Study Club. Mrs. J. Evans Bain 
was President of the Twentieth 
Century Study Club and Mrs. 
Glen Burnside was president of 
the Junior Twentieth Century 
Study Club. the 

The Junior Twentieth Century 
Study Civb met on the first and 
third Wednesday each month 
from September through May 
at 4 p.m. The Club flower was 
the rose. The Club motto: ‘‘The 
Proper Study of Mankind Is 
Man.”’ The club colors were red 
and white. 

In 1944 the Junior [wentieth 
Century Study Club became a 
_member of the Alamo District 
of Texas Federation of Wom- 


en’s Clubs. Mrs. Barbara Har- 
din was President. 

in 1945, the members of the 
Junior Twentieth Century Study 
Club met in a called meeting 
to discuss the possibility of 
changing the Club name. Sev- 
eral names were submitted but 
the name Progressive Study 
Club submitted by Mrs. Elmo 
Reed was unanimously accepted. 
Mrs. Jesse Leggett was presi- 
dent. 

The Club projects through the 
years have been many and 
varied. One of the earliest pro- 
jects being the Youth Recrea~ 
tion Center. Other projects were 
Civic clean-up programs, Civic 
Park improvements, Christmas 
gifts to the State Hospital and 
the T. B. Hospital, Volunteer 
work for T. B, Association, and 
Polio Research, helping the 
needy, sponsoring of Brownie 
Troops. In 1963 the Club has 
35 members and Mrs. Paul 
Berry is President. The club 
policy will remain the same. 
As was done in thr past, the 
club will support the Federation 
projects such as the TFWC en- 
dowment and maintenance, the 
Penny Art Fund, the Musical 
Penny fund, and Latin American 
scholarship Fund. 


30Y 


The local projects for this 
year are the same as before, 

The Civic Enlightenment is a 
new project, They will work 
on establishing a Public Li- 
brary. 

Past presidents listed in the 
1963-'63 year book are: Mrs, 
Glen Burnsides, Mrs. Charles 
Klumpp, Mrs. Winburn Smith, 
Mrs. Lila Dyer, Mrs. Jesse 
Leggett, Mrs. Barbara Harden, 
Mrs. Marvin Mumme, Mrs, 
Harold Schulte, Mrs. Ruhmann 
Franklin, Mrs. Bill Nichols, 
Mrs. Joe Luark, Mrs. Hudell 
Wright, Mrs. Paul May, Mrs. 
Alex Homeyer, Jr., Mrs. Dale 
Gannon, Mrs. Eldo Davis, Mrs. 
Leo Kreneck, Mrs. Harry Reed, 


Mrs. Gerald Hood and Mrs. Ira 
Hailey. 
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OLD TIME TRAIL DRIVER’S ASSOCIATION 


Taken in San Antonio, March, 1915, many an ancestor of the local PEI can be found above. How many can 
you identify ? 
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ED CAMPBELL, ONE 


\ / 
£ 


OF RUNGE’S OLDEST 


By LILLIE SMITH 


Ed M, Campbell, 95, one of 
Runge’s oldest residents, lives 
quietly with his wife in their 
neat comfortable home where 
they have lived for over 58 
years. He is very young and ac- 
tive for his age and still does 
yard work for several Runge 
ladies,-who are spoiled to his 
skillful way of trimming hedges 
and grass cutting. His system 
for living a long life . . . and 
surely proved out forhim... 
is ‘‘a person should be partial 
and there should be no excess 
in anything that will mar his 
health."’ 


Life began for Ed Campbell 

on June 17, 1868, when he was 
born in Helena, Texas. He is 
the only living member of his 
family. Several of his older 
brothers and sisters and also 
his mother were sold several 
times as slaves. As a result, 
he never knew some of his 
brothers and sisters anddoes- 
n’t remember his father. He 
recalls Helena during his young 


-days as being a very thriving 


city, having the only doctor 
within miles around. At one 
time, it was the County seat, 
with two large hotels, three 
livery stables, a nice hbljack- 
smith shop, and six or more 
stores. When asked if it had 
been properly described as be- 
ing ‘‘wild on Saturday nighr,”’ 
he remarked that it was just 
as wild on Monday or any other 
night. He said, “‘It was a real 
lively frontier town with every- 
thing wide open.” 

In 1886 this area experienc- 
ed a very bad storm, which blew 
down many homes including the 


_Campbell’s home. He and his 


mother bought a home in Runge 
in 1889 and moved here. The 


, Way he explains it .. . hedidn’t 


come to Runge . . / Runge came 
to him. He remembers so well 
when the men came to survey 
the land to build a town and 
lay railroad tracks. Mr.Camp-~ 
bell did mostly ranch work 
during that time until 1902, when 


Capt. Bill Choate hired him to 
help ship cattle by rail from | 
Runge for the Texas Cattle As- | 


sociation. 

Around 1904 to 1911, Runge 
Was at its peak and was the 
largest town in Karnes County. 
In the year 1905 . . . on Feb- 
ruary 19th to be exact, Miss 
Ida Phillips became _Mrs. Ed 
Campbell. They were married 
in her sister’s home and he 
brought his young bride to live 
with his mother in his home, 
She is still busy making ahome 
and taking good care of him, 
which she partly attributes to 
his long life. Mrs. Campbell 
refuses to tell her age, which 
is certainly a woman’s privi- 
lege, but is still a young per- 
sonable individual. The Camp- 
bells are very proud of their 
five children, two sons inCalif.. 
One son in Corpus Christi, a 
daughter fn Goliad, and another 
daughter, Mrs, Jack Lott, in 
Runge. They have four grand- 
children and one great-grand- 
child. 


Mr. Campbell's mother, Mrs. 


Harriet Campbell, died in 1916 
at the age of 108 years. By this 
time he was working as a car~ 
penter and then worked 24 years 
in the Runge Company Store. 
This town thrived on farming 
and had some of the richest 

farm land inthe state, according 
to Mr. Campbell. He recalls 
the years when they would ship 
about 12,000 to 15,000 bales of 
cotton and from 75 to 100 rail 
cars of corn from the local 
harvests. ‘‘In those days,”” he 
says, ‘‘they got plenty rain and 
there wasn’t so much brush to 
consume the moisture.’’ During 
that time, Runge hadtwo hotels, 
several boarding houses and 
about a dozen stores including 
8 or 10 dry-goods stores. At 
one time there were two banks 
here before the town started 
to decline. When asked what he 
thought caused the town to go 
down, Mr. Campbell blamed dry 
weather for most of it. After 
“several severe droughts, farm 
crops dropped greatly and con- 
tinued to decrease yearly. He 
said ‘‘We just don’t get’ good 
rains like in the old days’... 
or maybe he said in the "GUOD 


oki days.”’ 
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KENEDY 
ROTARY 
CLUB 


- By Roy Freeman 


The Rotary International 
granted a charter to the Kenedy 
Rotary. Club on February 8, 
1923. On April 24th of that year, 
a number of rotarians fromSan 
Antonio, together with Lutcher 
Stark of Orange, Texas, were 
guests of Gail Goodloe, Superin- 
tendent of the San Antonio 
and Aransas Pass Railway Co. 
This meeting and luncheon 
- was held in Mr. Goodloe’s pri- 
vate railway car in Kenedy. 
Several members of the Cuero 
Rotary Club were present, in- 


cluding Victor Grunder and 
Charlie Breeden. The-Cuero 
Club sponsored the Kenedy 


Club, amd this group and Victor 
Grunder were know as the ‘‘dad- 
dy’’ of the Kenedy Club. The 
charter was delivered that day 
by Past Distriet Governor Lut- 
cher Stark of Orange. There 
were 21 charter members and 
Henry McGoldrick was thefirst 
president. J. H. Stoltzfus was 
the first secretary, but he died 
before the charter was deliver- 
ed and Billie Courson acted as 
secretary. The first meeting 
place of the Kenedy Club was 
at the Hot Wells Hotel. Meet- 
ings have since been held at the 
Goff Hotel, J.A; May's Cafe, 
Nona’s Cafe, Barth’s Res- 
taurant and the Double ‘‘S”’ 
Restaurant wnere meetings are 
presently held. 

Charter members of the Ken- 
edy Rotary Club are: Jameg W, 
Ainsworth, S.D, Chusnutt, Har- 
ry Jones, Dudley McManus, Col. 
O. N. Powell, R.T. ‘‘Block’’ 
Alexander, W.T. Courson, A.F. 
Kauffman, Jr., F.W. Moses, L. 
L. Reasoner, John W, Thames, 
E.G, Bain, H:S, Colvin, Bb. Mc- 
Goldrick, Sr. Rev. D. Wilson 
Morgan, W.E., Ruckman, Ro- 
bert Burns, Charles B. Hum- 
mel, H.W. McGoldrick, Gordon 
F, Nave and J.H. Stoltzfus. 

Of these charter members, 
two are still active members 
of the Kenedy Club. They are 
L.L. Reasoner and Will Ruck+ 
man. 


Other members at present 
are M.M. Atkinson, W.H. Atkin-= 
son, C.D, Austin, James H, 
Avant, J. Evans Bain, Dr. M, 
H, Bates, J.W. Beck, E. L. 
Booe, Sr., Dr. H. J. Bonnstet- 
ter, M.T. Buckaloo, Jr., Wel- 
don Bynum, Thos. B. Baker, 
S.D. Chesnutt, W. H. Cole, Jim 
T. Colvin, Jonn A, Esser, Roy 
Ellis, R, Clyde Franklin, Ruh- 


_mapn C, Fmnkiin, Roy G, Free-~ 


man, Joe L, Gulley, Walter Hill 
Alig 

T. D. Hubbard, Truett Hunt, 
Jake Jarmon, Rev, Lester K, 
Larson, Lester B, Manning, B, 
A. Myers, C. H. McCright, B. 
McGoldrick, Jr., Preston Par- 
sons, B. F. Plummer, G.E, 
Pogue, G. T. Powell, Jr., Dr. 
CL, Quillian, L.L, Reasoner, 
R.D. Roberts, W.E. Ruckman, 
E. P, Ruhmann, Jr., E. P.Ruh- 
mann: Ill, R.C, Salyer, Jr.. W. 
T. ‘Scarbrough, Martin Schaef- 
er, H. H. Schuenemann, F.W. 
Sellers. ; 

C.D, Sims, L.M., Staggs, J. 
W, Stewart, Jr.,. J.W. Kewart, 
Sr., T. H. Stiff, A.V. Stimson, 
Wayne Stimson, Joseph T. Was- 
ham, and Jesse W. Wood. ~~ 

Roy Freeman is president and 
Ruhmann Franklinis secretary. 
There are 54 members, and 


_meetings are heli each Tuesday 


at the Double “‘S’’ Restaurant. 
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Order of the Eastern Star 
Kenedy Chapter No. 36 


By MRS, JESSIE CHACE 


Kenedy Chapter No. 36, Or- 
der of the Eastern Star was 
instituted May 17, 1897. 

June 12, 1897 the following 
first officers were elected and 
installed: 


Mrs. Mamie Hale, Worthy 
Matron; Mr. W. H. Hunter, 
Worthy Patron; Mrs. Persie E, 
Nichols, Associate Matron; 
Mrs. Sue Dailey, Secretary; 
Mrs. Mahale L, Nichols, Trea- 
surer; Mrs. Lurah V,Ammons, 
Conductress; Miss Rhoda A, 
Pace, Associate Conductress; 
Marshail; Mrs. Adeline Butler, 
Adak; Mrs. Irene Pullin, Ruth; 
Mrs. Malinda Nichols, Esther; 
Mrs. Jemima Van Deusen, Mar= 
tha; Miss Sallie Burrage, 
Electa; Mrs. Frances Gallaspy, 
Warder and Rev. Miller A, 
Hines, Sentinel. 

Thirteen other members 
completed the membership of 
twenty-eight. 

The Chapter was granted its 
Charter November 11, 1897. 

The membership has steadily 
increased and now numbers 
over two hundred (200). Thir- 
teen have been members over 
fifty years. 

The Chapter has been honored 
through the years by the ap- 
pointment of six Grand Officers. 
The following served as Deputy 
Grand Matrons' of the Grand 
Chapter of Texas. 

Mrs. Ruth Ingram, 1930- 
1931; Mrs. Aurora Buie, 1941- 
1942; Mrs. Marguerite Henry, 
1957-1958; Mrs. Jessie Chace, 
1960-1961. 

Mrs. Veda Seay served on 
the Transportation and Mileage 
Committee of the Grand Chapter 
of Texas 1939-1940. 

Mrs. Mildred Alexander ser- 
ved as Grand Representative 
of Nebraska to Texas. 

The 1963-64 officers are: 
Mrs. Rosa Shelton, Worthy 
Matron; Mr. Edgar Shelton, 
Worthy Patron; Mrs. Carol 
Hensley, Associate Matron; Mr. 


SCH 


Ray Walston, Associate Patron; 
Mrs. Marguerite Henry, Secre- 
. tary; Mrs. Jessie Chace, Trea- 
surer; Mrs..Junita Williams, 
Conductress; Mrs. Hilda Matt- 
hews, Associate Conductress; 
Mrs. Margherita Graham, Or- 
ganist; Mrs. Marjorie Hart, 
Chaplain; Mrs. Mary Fuqua, 
Marshall; Mrs. Etoy Walston, 
Adah; Mrs.- Linda McAlister, 
Ruth; Mrs. Daisy Bisset, Esth- 
er; Mrs. Florence Spear, Mar- 
tha; . Mrs. Lurline Willbern, 
Electa; Mrs. Ethel Walenta, 


Warder and Mrs. Bettie Am- 
mons Mork, Sentinel. 

Mrs. Bettie Mork is the 
daughter of the late Mrs. Lurah 
V. Ammons and granddaughter 
of the late Rev. A, Hines, both 
charter members of the Chap- 
ter, 

The Chapter will celebrate 
its 66th. Anniversary Novem- 
ber 1963. 
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LE 
OIL & REFINING CO. 


(Right) W. Y. Morris, Commission Agent 

for Humble Oil Refining Co. since 1942 

and Bookkeeper Mrs. Carrie Morris. The 
Karnes County Agency was opened in 1928 
by the late W. Y. Morris Sr. and continues 
today at the original location. 
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DR. and MRS. HAROLD J. BONNSTETTER 


Dr. Bonn, as he is affectionately known around Kenedy was born on a farm Dec, 24, 1YQl in 
West Ben, Iowa. He graduated from Creightor University Arts, in Omaha, Nebraska in #923, 


He coached High School football in Papillion, Nebraska in 1923-24, he was superintendent of 
Public Schools in Westen, Nebraska for 3 years, and was professor of Special Ethics Creighton 
College of Medicing and Dentistry two years. He served aone year Externship at 
the Deaconess Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska. In the year 1931, Dr. Bonn graduated from 
Creighton College of Medicine and interned at the Santa Rosa Hospital in San Antonio, Texas. 
Before coming to Kenedy, Dr. Bonn practised medicine in several towns. From 1940 to 1943, 
he served as a Ist Lt. in the Medical Corps. He is a member of Karnes-Wilson County Medical 
Medical Texas State and AMA Medical societies, past president of Karnes-Wilson Medical 
Society, past chief of staff ef Karnes County Hospital Association, past president of Kenedy 
Rotary Club, Kenedy Chamber of Commerce, a member of Masonic Lodge AF&AM Kenedy, 
Texas #774 amd member of Grievence Committee for District Texas State Medical Society. 
With Dr. Bonn inthepicture is his wife, Rose (Meyers) Bonnstetter, whom he married in 1932, 
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DR.C.M. KENT 


Dr. Kent came to Kenedy in 1915, where he practiced medicine 
fur 32 years. He opened the Kenedy Clinic and Hospital in 
August 1935. Dr. Kent and Dr. John W, Worsham were partners. 
Dr. Kent became owner in 1939, when Dr. Worsham moved to 
San Antonio. In 1946, Dr. Kent sold the hospital to Dr. Causey 
Quillian, the present owner. Dr. Kent passed away on Feb. 28, 
1947. 


MRS. NELNA WERNLI, RN 


// Nelna, as she is known to all, is the director of mses at the 
SS Kenedy Clinic and Hospital. She recejved her training at Brack- 


enridge Hospital, Auatin, Texas. 
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DOCTOR SHELBY EDWARD SHANNON 


Dr. Shannon was born in Rushville, Nebraska in 1905. He re- 
ceived his medical degree {rom University of Nebraskain 1931 
and came to Santa Rosa Hospital for his internship 1931-32. 
Dr. Shannon was associated with Dr. H, J, Bonnstetter 1932 
to 1934 in Cibolo. He moved to Karnes City Oct. 1,-1934. He 
served in the United States Army, 1942 to 1945. From 1952 to 
his retirement in 1961 he was chief of Staff of the Karnes Hos- 
pital. Served as Karnes County Health Officer for a number of 
years. He is a member of the American Medical Association, 
the State Medical Association and the Karnes Wilson Medical 
Association. 

Dr. Shannon married Juanita Welsh. They have a daughter, 
Mrs. T. L. Ruck, of Dallas, the former Mary Sue Shannon: and 
also a son, Shelby E, Shannon, Jr., of Plainview, Texas. The 
Shennons also have two granddaughters, Shauna Ruck, and Shel- 
by Ruck; and a grandson, Yom Ruck, all of Dallas. 
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DOCTOR J. WOOLSEY 
Dr. Woolsey was always interested in education and was a 
student up to the last. After graduating from State Teachers 
College, Huntsville, Texas, he taught a number of years 
until he entered Vanderbilt University to study medicine. 
After getting his M.D, from there he started practicing medi- 
cine. He came to Karnes City in 1913. He was the president 
of the first Karnes City school Board and with others got 
the Karnes City school affiliated and two more grades added. 
The school had only ten grades at the time of affiliation. 
Dr. Woolsey entered the Army Medical Corps in 1917 during 
World War I. He was one of the hospital staff . . . reported 
to Fort Sam Houston, transferred to Camp Harry J. Jones, 
Douglas, Arizona, then to Columbus, N, M., and was Medical 
Officer with the Advance Guard for the’ Battle of Juarez, 
then to Marfa, Texas, where he received his discharge in 
1920 . . . then HOME. He would have been so pleased at 
the progress of the Karnes City schools . ..to have looked 
back over the past years and see the lovely new high school 
today. In discussing this question a long time ago, he said, 
“I will not only be helping my own four children. but 300 


or 400 each year for years to come,”’ 


——————— 
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Rice Institute, in Houston and received 
a Se edte from University of Texas Medical Cee 
i al ton, 1943, and volunteered his services in the oe 
= : Ni remaining unrtl 1947, and at this time he mov . 
na ate on the-staff at The Kenedy Clinic and Hospital. e 
cane eae of the Karnes-Wilson Songs ere 
; 5 ion, and the American 
Dos ee hs Lrkensdlat and has served on some of the 
pets ae ae He is on the Kenedy School board. The sk 
Ger tik George of Galveston and they have three children, 


Bill it Linda, and Kathy. 
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DR. ERNEST WILLIAM JONES 


Dector Jones was born and reared at Smithville, Texas. Upon 
graduating from high school, he entered the University of Tex- 
as. He interrupted his coliege education in 1922 to serve as 
principal for the Alamo Heights School in San Antonio, Texas. 
After receiving his academic training at the University of Tex- 
ag, Austin, and his medical degree in 1928 from Baylor Univer- 
sity College of Medicine (when the school was located in Dal- 
las), Dr. Jones served his internship at Hermann Hospital, 
Houston, 1928-29. He practiced from 1932 to 1940 at Eagle 
Lake, and came to Kenedy in 1940, From 1941 until 1946 he 
served as major, in the United States Army Medical Corps at 
Camp Hulen near Palacios, at Hines General Hospital, Chicago, 
and the Aleutian Islands. : 

Dr. Jones returned to his home and practiced in Kenedy in 
1946, and in 1956 he retired from private practice to join the 


hospital staff at Rusk. Dr. Jones married Bess McLellan, ~ 


daughter of Dr. and Mrs. R.L. McLellan of Eagle Lake April 
29, 1933, and they have one son, Robert Davis Jones, who, since 
his daddy’s death, married Sylvia Schuenemann of Kenedy and 
they have two daughters, Jana and Eva Jill. 

Dr. Jones’ favorite hobbies were fishing and hunting. His 
widow, Mrs. Emest W. Jones, resides in Kenedy and is the 
manager of The Kenedy Times. 
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DR. S.M. HUBBARD 


_Dr. Hubbard, was oneof Ken- 
edy’s most beloved physicians, 
whose death occurred April 14, 
1937. He was a native of Hous- 
ton, Texas County, Mo. and was 
born there on Feb. 5, 1857. 
Came to Texas in 1893 and to 
Kenedy in 1902. He took ‘an 
active part in all civic affairs 
in this community. 


DR, A, F. DAY 


Doctor A, F. Day began prac- 
tice in Karnes City on April 1, 
1961. Before moving to Karnes 
City Dr. Day practiced in Runge 
for four years. Doctor Day 
moved into the office and home 
vacated by Doctor Edwards be- 
fore he moved to Temple. 
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ADAMS USED IT FIRST 

The melody now known as 
‘The Star Spangled Banner”’ 
was first used for the presi- 
dential campaign of John Adams 
as the music for a song called 
“*Adams and Liberty.” 


There are a lot of good ways 
to become a failure, but never 
taking a chance is the most suc 
cessful. 

If you can’t have the best of 
everything, make the best of 
everything you have. 


Success is not so much a mat- 
ter of talent as of concentration 
and perseverance. 


Hard work — anaccumulation 


i % of easy things we don’t do wheu 
DR. J.B. SEAY we shouid. 
Dr. J.B. Seay came to Kenedy on August 22, 1919 after peering = 
in the army overseas. He opened his dental office during that - Those who stretch the truth 
year. Dr. Seay was born in Madison County, Texas, graduated often find that it snaps back and 
from the University of Texas Dental School in 1913. Before hits them. 


coming to Kenedy, he practiced dentistry in Falfurrias and 
sérved several years in the service. He married Veda Scott 


in’ Floresville in 1917 and they have two sons, Sam, serving BIG FAT BABY BOY BORN 
in the Navy aboard ‘a destroyer, and Jim is in the Air Force in _ Aug. 16, Named Jimmy Lacy 
California. They have three grandsons. Dr. Seay has beet Tax Pogue. ; 

Callector-of the Kenedy Public Schoo! since 1926. He has been a 

one of the admired, not only in his profession but also for his = CCC CAMP DEDICATION WILL 
_ active part in civic affairs in the commintty. BE HELD TUESDAY, OCT- 


pare 15, 1935. 


: IN KENEDLY, Nev- &, 1935. 
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DOCTOR W.F. HICKLE 


Doctor W. F. Hickle. A complete history on Ur. Hickle we 
were unable to find. He was a brother-in-lawto Doctor Hammack 
and lived in Kenedy for a long time afi was loved by all who 
knew him. He passed away around 1943 or 1944. 


OR. T. P. EDWARDS 


Doctor Thomas Preston Ed-= 
wards will be remembered by 
most of Karnes County. He and 
his family are now at Scott and 

Vhite in Temple. He left Karnes 
sity June 1, 1968s 

This is what tne Karnes City 
Citation had to say about Doctor 
Edwards when he left Karnes 
City: 

Anything that could be said 
in honor of Dr. T. P, Edwards 
would not be enough. He moved 
with his family Wednesday, May 
31 to Temple, Texas. 

He came to Karnes City eight 
years ago to practice medicine 
and during those brief eight 
years he became a most be- 
loved family doctor and citizen 
of Karnes Citv- 
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DR. and MRS. F. SPENCER STUBBS 


Doctor Stubbs is a native of Galveston, Texas, receiving his formal education from Sam Houston 
State Teachers College, Huntsville; the University of Texas and the University of Tennessee, 
School of Medicine, finishing in 1956. Dr. Stubbs served his internship and residency training at 
the Robert B, Green Hospital in San Anwnio. Dr. Stubbs has been in Karnes City two and one- 
half years, is a member of the American Medical Association, Texas Medical Association, 
Karnes-Wilson Medical Societies, and the American Association of General Practice, and is 
a major in the U.S, Air Force Reserve. Pictured with Dr. Stubbs is his Wife, the tormer Lou 
Eda Korth, daughter of \ir. and Mrs. Romeo Korth of Ecleto. They have two children, Lou 
Celia and Spencer I. 
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C.R. MANLEY, D.O. 
Dr. C.R, Manley came here from Corpus Christi twenty-one 
years ago, and is in the same location above the Conoly & 
Neumayer Pharmacy as when he first opened his practice. Dr. 
Manley is a doctor of Osteopathy earning his degree from the 
California College of Physicians and Surgeons. Heisa ‘icensed 
physician and surgeon. He interned at the Los Angeles County 
Hospital, and maintained general practice in California prior to 
coming to Texas. Dr. Manley is married, and has one son, 
Charles, who is in the insurance business and an active civie 
leader. Mrs. Clara E, Sarlls is Dr. Manley’s office nurse and 
has been with him for many years. Dr. Manley is a well-loved 
family physician. 
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DOCTOR C.C. QUILLIAN 


Doctor Quillian received his Medical Degree from the Univer- 
sity of Texas, in Galveston, 1935. Served his internship 1935- 
36 at St. Marys Infirmary. Practiced at Sugarland three years 
prior to coming to Kenedy in 1939 when he joined the staff at 
the Kenedy Clinic and Hospital. Post Graduate course in Sur= 
gical Pathology at the Roosevelt Hospital, New York City, N.Y. 
in 1946. Served in United States. Army Medical Corps three 
and one-half years and held the rank of Major. Dr. Quillian is 
a member of the Karnes-Wilson Counties Medical Society and 


Texas Medical Association, American Medical Association. — 
Doctor Quillian served as president of the Kenedy Chamber of 


Commerce in 1962. Doctor Quillian is a member of The First 


Baptist Church, one of the doctor’s grandfathers was the’ well- 
known state evangelist, Sid Williams. Faye Ingramof Galveston 
became his bride in 1936, they have one son, Causey, Jr. In 
May, 1946, Dr. Quillian purchased the hospital and, has re- | 
cently added more rooms to better serve the public, asthe | 
doctor is very civic minded and has done lots to make Kenedy 


a better place in which to live. 
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THE KINGS OF KARNES CITY 


Doctor Stephen Allen King and his wife Bennie Lee Makamson 
married January 28, 1897. Mrs. King is dressed in her ‘‘going 
away dress’’. The doctor took his brideto Karnes City, Karnes 
County where he was engaged in the practice of medicine. The 
Kings were honored November 30, 1948 when the Mayor of 
Karnes City (at that time) H.W, Isensee proclaimed December 
30 as ‘‘Doctor and Mrs. S.A. King Day’’ this was done to show 
the couple that Karnes City appreciated the services given 
them for 53 years. This couple will long be remembered by 
the people in Karnes County. It is folks like the Kings that 
helped to make Karnes County history. (The McClane Album) 
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DR. AND MRS. D.D. BUCK 


Dr. Buck is a graduate of Baylor University College of Dentistry in Dallas, Texas, having re= 
ceived his D.D.S. degree in 1941. He is a native of Ceresco, Michigan and moved to Seguin, 
Texas as a young boy. Dr. Buck married Betty Voges of Seguin and they moved to Karnes City 
in 1942, They have one girl, Rebecca, who is 6 years old and in the first grade. 

The Bucks love to raise African Violets and Orchids in their greenhouse. Mrs. Buck is a 
graduate of University of Texas. 

This family are members of The First Methodist Church. Dr. Buck is Chairman or the Otf- 
ficial board. He is Karnes City’s only dentist. 
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SOME MEMORIES 
OF MY DAD 


DOCTOR R, L. HAMMACK 


Dr. R, L, Hammack was one of the pioneers in medical circles 
in Karnes County. Dr. Hammack was graduated from the 
University of Georgia Medical School in 1898 as President of 
his senior-class. After graduation, he practiced medicine in 
Georgia for a time. He cameto Texas and after visiting various 
sections of the state, he located at Choate, later moving to 
Kenedy in 1901. It was estimated at one time that he had 
delivered approximately 1500 babies during his practice. He 
Passed away in Kenedy with a heart attack June 28, 1943. 
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I can:remember him telling 
bout his driving a buggy and 
two horses on a house call to 
see Dr. Nave who was sick. As 
he was driving home, the horses 
became frightened and started 
running away with him. At the 
corner of the present Joe Foster 
Feed Store the buggy overturn- 
ed and knocked him unconscious 
for three days. Dr. Nave got 
out of his sick bed and took 
care of him. He use to tell this 
story to my brother, (Pryor 
Hammack) and me, as we went 
with him in his Ford ‘Jitney’ 
on calls out in the country. 

Everytime he would get acall 
to Choate or Monteola we would 
always beg to go with him be- 
cause there were stores inthose 
localities. As we would ride 
along we would always sing to- 
gether. His favorite was ‘‘In 
the Good Old Summer Time”’ 
and we thought we got in some 
pretty good harmony. When we 
would get near Baker’s Store 
in Choate, or the store in Mon- 
teola, he would tell us that if 
we could speli Baker, Choate 
or Monteola, he would buy us 
a box of Cracker Jack. I don't 
know for sure that we made a 
hundred in spelling everytime, 
but we always got the Cracker- 
Jack. Sometimes it would start 
raining on us and Pryor and I 
would struggle with the snapping 
on the celluloid curtains. Some- 
times we would get stuck in 
sand or mud, and we would 
have to get out and put boards 
in the tracks and help push. 
A lot of times when he had 
the time, with no patients wait~ 
ing back in town, he would stop 
by the side of the road to let 
us pick wild flowers to take 
back to our mother. 

All of our trips on country 
calls with him were a lot of 
fun for us. One place that I 
especially loved to go with him 
was to a colored person named 
Jim Blackwell who lived out in 
the country. Everytime we 
would go there, they would al- 
ways feed us in their spotless, 
shiny kitchen. We always got 
fried chicken, hot biscuits, 
fresh vegetables from their 
garden such as tomatoes, black- 
eye peas, etc., and a good hot 
pie. | remember going there 
yne time that was not so plea~ 
sant. Jim Blackwell had crush- 
ed his finger and my father had 
to amputate right then. None of 
the family would help hold the 
Anger. Pryor was sitting out in 
our car waiting and so my father 
had to call Pryor into help. 
ft wasn't easv for Pryor to do 


SS 


it, but he did. 

During the flu epidemic of 
1919 we didn’t see our father for 
weeks. We had a blackboard 4 
feet by 8 feet by our telephone 
and it was completely covered 
with names of patients that my 
mother had grouped according 
to locality. Whenever my father 
would call in, she would give 
nim more names to go sce. 
There were days when he did 
not get one minute’s sleep. He 
was a very tired man when he 
finally did come home. 

Whenever he would have to 
take a patient to San Antonio 
for surgery, he would come 
back on the train that got in 
Kenedy about 1:30 a.m. Pryor 
and I would always wake up to 
get the sack of Malone’s Divin- 
ty candy that he never failed to 
oring us. 

Aside from going on calls 
with him, I remember going 
fishing with him and sitting on 
the banks of creeks. He had 
earthworms for bait, and he 
would always bait my hook be~ 
cause I was too ‘sissy’ to touch 
the worms. We would bring the 
little perch home and fry them 
real crisp, and to this day, 
nothing has ever tasted so good 
as the fish we caught. Ever so 
often we would take summer 
trips to Alabama, Georgia and 
Tennessee to visit relatives, 
and these trips were always a 
lot of fun for us. 

I was always proud of my 
father and one of the most 
memorable times occurred 
when he was in New Orleans. 
He was taking a post graduate 
course at Tulane in ear, eye, 
nose amd throat. There were 
3,000 doctors there at thetime. 
4 negro woman in New Orleans 
had been burned all over her 
body. The hospital called to 
Tulane and asked if any of the 
doctors could help. My father 
had made up his own prescrip- 
tion in medical school for a 
burn ointment, and so hevolun- 
teered. He had 55 pounds of 
the ointment prepared and lit- 
erally covered the bed and pa~ 
tient with it. The woman got 
well. The New Orleans papers 
gave him a write-up about it, 
and the woman wrote him a let- 
ter offering to come to Texas 
to live and be his ‘faithful 
servant.’ From then on, and to 
this day, Dr. Hammack’s Burn 
Salve has been a healing oint- 
ment to many. 

There are many, mauy pre- 
Clous memories of both my 
mother and father, but gpace 
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Emmet Wishert-Owner-shown at the door of the Runge Butane Co. depot 
greets one and all with a smile and friendly, prompt service. 
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President and founder of 


Mr Jim Nichols, 
the Nichols National Bank. This i 

} t 
grandfather of Mrs Marguerite Nistag oe 


office. i. 
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ilt in 1896. The first proprietor was Mrs. M, Ursury, second 
Mr. and Mrs. W, F, Hale. The small building on the left 
ffice and J, M. Newberry was the first Jus- 


This was Kenedy’s first hotel bu 
was Mrs. S. Burrage amd last were 
of the picture housed the first Justice of Peace o 


tice of Peace. 
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. a SAY vale 
Marking the 50th anniversary of Kaufr- 
mann Motor Company, Cheorolet dealer- 
ship in Kenedy, Texas, October 2 and 8S. 
at an open house were James H. Avant. 
president and general manager, Alry. 
etvant and Mrs. A. I’. Kauffmann, Jr., 

secerctary-treasurer 


FATHER OF CLYDE AUSTIN 


Stephen Foster Austin, father of Clyde Austin, was a native of 
Georgia, but moved to Texas as a young boy, later moving to 
Gillett. Mr. Austin was in business with his father Mr. A.A. 
Austin. They owned and operated a general mercantile store in 
Gillett, Mr. Austin was also engaged in farming. 
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IN THE YEAR 1895 


Back in the year 1895 Henry W, Skinner and Otis R, Skinner, 
Cornelia Skinner Wuest posed for this picture. 


NEWS . THEN 


AND NOW 1937 


The Karnes County 2-story 
jail building was erected at Kar- 
nes City in 1894, 69 years ago 
when the county seat was mov- 
ed from Yelena to Karnes City. 


Although the extensive federal 
highway construction program 
of 40,000 miles, now well along, 
will represent only 1.24 of total 
US. mileage, the new roads are 

expected to carry 15% of-the tota 
traffic. 


PAGES OF THE PAST... 


BANK RE-ORGANIZATION 
MEETING FRIDAY EVENING 
JANUARY 28, 1932 


The News has been requested 
to’ announce that a meeting of 
the depositors of the Runge State 
Bank and all who are interested 
in the opening of a new bank in 
Runge has been called for Fri- 
day Jan. 29, 1932 at 70 "clock 
at the city hall. 

New plans will be announced 
at this meeting by which open~ 
ing of the Citizens.State Bank, 
now organizing, under the able 
supervision of A. Spacek, state 


liquidating agem, may 
be opened. 

A new withdrawal contract 
will however have to be signed 
by all depositors of the old 
Runge State Bank before the 
new Citizens State Bank can 
open, therefore everyone is 
urged to get blanks just as soon 
as possible so that no more time 
will be lost. The sooner this 
part of the work is completed 
the sooner ‘the bank can open 
for business. (The new Citizen's 
State Bank opened in Runge on 
Monday morning Feb 15, 1932.) 


soon 


TOMAS AF eit) bee Genes WW Goa GCE! aeay od td deel 
sory tacts 29) Base tewwW sematte liso re) 


Tes! svianchee wd dovedA 
Me Letg eutrurene wemndiatd 
rola low wpe , quail OO te 
ito RST vine ut wengtey Lite 
bzbaot wan ody sogcwtiee 2.0 
ladle R24 rads of leases 


ert 


@Qei RARY AMT “Us 


itadliclatinddem deme 


Vat. . . wa 
TERT WOM GMa 


ee yeweD cured ofl 

“Wa Ieaene Kew gaibbind Lat 
tat eiasy FO 203! af yd con 
Wier £00 Jano ssrates asl) oodw 
RD srened 2 ais? wait be 


-- TCA SHT AO 29DA4 


or ee 
aren Laweutelsiw wee A 
ayle od of svad te¢ewud [iw 
> at? lo excitatiges ea “ 
Y wished Ang ete seul 
2 inst s3u8 east woe 
seve wiclwasddy ayo 
04 88 Jeol Wiaaid ay of began 
Miner on guiki ag oldivesy 22 
Ay senvee oT deel od Lite 
niynes mt Apo elt de roy 
1% a2 Med ely tpeoce aay 
O21 UD wot a1) -eaemlond 20%, 
"MwA ol teeege dnafl tole ee 
AOL AP cle Tl grderreon vebenks 


age pilledirnil 


MOPASIMADAO-3R YHAR 
UDA S YROMY THOTage 
REPL AS YAAUMAT 


Leitscpe teed wet eel off 

 anlea) 2 tai) somnmag % 
Fl ogi og0% eo Nh Rah oly 
hewne tiene adw tis tog 4528 


a 


DUPRESS CLEANERS BURNS 


Our hard figMing Volunteer Firemen caught in the ‘‘act’’ of extinguishing a blaze at the old 
Dupree Cleaners located on Second Street. 
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COWBOY HATS AND DERBY DAYS 


All dressed and ready to pose in front of this drug store is Dr. 
Anderson, R.L, Ballard, M.P, Miller (owner) and just a sales- 


man. : 


PROGRESS IN R.R. CARS 

Early - day freight cars had 
only a few tons’ capacity. 
Modern freight cars carry from 
40 to 80 tons each, and some 
specially constructed cars are 
capable of carrying as much as 
250 tons. 
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HIGHEST AUTO ROAD 

Colorado, with more high 
mountains than any other state, 
also has the nation’s highest 
automobile: road which climbs 
to the 14,260-foot summit of Mt. 
Evans.’ 


THEY LIVE DANGEROUSLY 
Since 1865 there have bee. 
six attempted assassinations of 
U.S. presidents. Three failed, 
although the life of Mayor Cer- 
mak, of Chicago, was taken in 
lieu of Franklin D, Roosevelt's. 


EARLY EMPLOYMENT AID 
Ohio initiated legally the pre- 

sent State Public Employment 

Service in 1890. Los Angeles 


and Seattle were the first cities 
to open public municipal em- 


ployment offices. 
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Albert Weir proudly 


FIRST FORD IN KARNES CITY 


In 1959 the Karnes City Cita- 
tion had this to say about the 
Kauffmann Motors when they 
marked their 50 anniversary, 

Kauffman Motors Company 
Inc. was established in Kenedy 
in 1909 after A.F, Kauffmann 
Sr. had purchased his first car, 
which happened to be the third 
or fourth one in all the county. 
It was an exciting day for the 
Kauffmanns when the late A.F, 
Kauffmann Sr. accompanied by 
his fifteen year old son, Adoiph, 
Jr., drove in with the first 
Model “‘T”’ Ford . .%. a black 
open top touring car with brass 
radiator and brass carbide 
lights. It cost $700, which was 
a big price in those days. (The 
price gradually lowered in the 
succeeding years, because Mr. 
and Mrs. Will Rutledge bought 
a touring car in 1912 for $500 
and when Mr. and Mrs. Ted 
Rankin purchased a coupe in 
1916, it had dropped to $399), 

Mrs. Kauffmann and the whole 
family including the two sons 
and two daughters, Mrs. Paul 
Carroll and Mrs. J.A. May,Sr., 
and two nieces, Mrs. Louise 
Thulemeyer Cook and Mrs. 
Alice Thulemeyer Ahrens, went 
for their first ride in the new 
car. 
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shows off his new Ford in front of the 


__Karnes County Court House. 


They felt very glamorous 
bumping over the dirt roads at 
an eight or ten mile speed, 
when suddenly the car stalled 
yn the railroad track. Since 
<enedy was a railroad center 
at that time, many trains were 
switching and one happened to 
be coming toward the stalled 
car. It was a frightening mo- 
ment, but Mrs. Kauffmann saved 
the day by flagging down the 
train with her apron. ~~ - 


The Kauffmann Motors moved 
from the hill to the present 
location in 1923. Mr. Kauffmann 
retired from the company in 
1930 and sold his interest tohis 
sons, the late Adolph Jr. and 
Willie Kauffmann. In 1932, they 
changed to Chevrolet deal- 
ership. 
eS ee 
AND MAYBE UNBEARABLE‘ 

In listing what it obvious]: 
considers the limitless uses 0 
stainless steel manufactured il 
Japan, anEnglish-language Nip- 
ponese industrial magazine 
states: 

‘Stainless steel bathing suits 
have no danger of color fading 
and are practically unbreakable. 
The question is their possible 
flexibility or pliability anc 
wearing comfort. Should they 
be solved, stainless steel bath- 
ing suits will be unbeatable.’’ 
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Alfred Pawelek — above — opened the Midway Drive In Theatre 

in 1950. During these 13 years the theatre has always brought 

the finest in motion pictures to tne screen ~ offering Karnes 
County residents the best in family entertainment. 


MIDWAY 
DRIVE IN 


THEATRE 
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OLD FRIENDS... 
Will Ruckman is 


shown with his old friend, the late Eugene Eckols, the founder of Eckol’s 


Funeral Home. Mr. Eckols was the man that fired the fatal shot that killed the notorious 
elephant, Black Diamond. The story is related below. 


“BLACK DIAMOND,” 


a nuge elephant belonging to 
Ringling Brothers Circus, was 
shot and killed at Kenedy on 
Oct. 16, 1929, by. Kenedy Citi- 
zens using high-powered rifles. 

This was probably the first 
elephant ever shot to death in 
Texas. 

The execution took place on 

the Martin Schaefer ranch, just 
outside of Kenedy, which is now 
known as the Black Diamond 
Ranch in memory of the big 
elephant that met his death 
there. : 
Black Diamond had beencon- 
demned to death by john Ring- 
ling, head of the Al G, Barnes 
Circus in October of 1929. 

Earlier in the month Black 
Diamond had killed a woman in 
the streets of Corsicana. That 
was on Oct 12, 1929. 

As the circus paraded down 
the streets of Corsicana, the 
gigantic animal appeared ner- 
vous and started swaying from 
side to side. 

Black Diamond suddenly left 
the line of march and plunged 
toward a woman standing be- 
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tween two automobiles watching 
the parade. The woman was 
Mrs. Eva Donahue. The enraged 
elephant knocked Mrs. Donahue 
co the ground with his huge 
tusks and began stomping her 
with his ponderous feet. 

After the body was rescued 
Black Diamond attempted to at- 
tack the rescuers. He wrecked 
a car, a bystander received a 
broken arm, and Mrs. Donahue 
died of her wounds. 

An autopsy later showed that 
the elephant had bad teeth and 
the murder was attributed to a 
fit of rage due to the pain of the 
infection. 

By the time the circus had 
reached Kenedy, Ringling’s ex- 
ecution order had become of- 
ficial. 

It was a strange processior 
that made its way down Main 
Street with Black Diamond se- 
curely chained to three other 
elephants Babe, Ruth = and 
Jewel. Black Diamond calmly 
walked up the street and thous - 
ands came to see the big ani- 
mal, which by now, had be- 
come a national sensation; its 


name a houcehold word of ter- 
ror. 

Black Diamond, as all con- 
demned prisoners, was given a 
last meal; tubfuls of bran, meal, 
bananas, apples and Irish pota- 
toes. 

Various methods of execution 
were considered = ineluding 
drowning in the Corpus Christi 
Channel, strangulation by his 
fellow elephants, poisoning, and 
finally shooting. 

In a heavy: grove of mesquite 

trees on the Schaefer place, 
Black Diamond’was separat- 
ed from the other elephants, 
chained to two tree trunks and 
shot. 

Over 30 bullets were fired in- 
to his head before one fired 
by Ernest Bain penetrated his 
brain and brought him down. 
The fatal shot was fired by Eu- 
gene Eckols, local undertaker. 

Black Diamond’s head was 
sent to Houston for exhibition 
in the Houston Museum of 
Natural History and Eckols had 
a foot stool made out of one of 
the elephant’s feet. 
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WAS THIS YOUR TEACHER? 


Mrs. C, D, Austin, nee Jessie Lee Neal, was born and reared 
in Helena, Texas and is the daughter of late Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Neal. The house in which Mrs, Austin was born is still standing 
amd is being lived in by an aunt of Mrs. Austin’s. Mrs. Austin 
taught school at Gillett, Ecleto, the old Ruckman school and at 
the Live Oak Latin School below Runge before her marriage 
June 22, 1921 to Clyde Austin. 


"BARE SKIN" Ru 
Guess who, but just in case youdon’t know who, it is none other 


than Clyde Austin, age unknown. 
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P.R. GOFF AND 
THE GOFF HOTEL 


By MRS, P.R, GOFF, JR. 


P.R, Goff Sr., born in Eng- 
land Nov. 14, 1867, came to 
America when he was [6 years 
old and started working for the 
railroad at. Seguin, Texas. He 
was married to Ida Mary Riedel 
in 1889. She was born near 
Yorktown Feb. 1, 1871. Her 
grandparents were Henry Ja- 
cobs and Agatha Sifferlen Ja- 
cobs, who came over to Ameri- 
ca from Alsace Lorraine, 
France when her mother was a 
little girl. Her mother’s name 
was Louisa Mary Jacobs, born 
Nov. 29, 1846. She married Ern- 
est Riedel, who was born June 
4, 1842. Hediedin 1911.Shedied 
in 1930. Most of their life was 
spent nearorin Yorktown where 
most of the family is buried. 

The Goff’s had the railroad 
eating place or ‘‘Beanery’’ as 
it was known in the early days. 
They went to Yoakum for a 
while but later returned to build 
the Goff Hotel about 1912. Mr. 
and Mrs. Goff took Potts and 
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'Blossom to England about this | 


time to visit his relatives. They 
were gone about three months. 
Their English cousins, who 
were used to having servants 
to dress them and wait on them 
were very much surprised to 
the American cousins, 
eleven and twelve years old, 
bounce out of bed early every 
morning and go to the garden, 
picking berries off the vines 
and fruit from the trees and 
dressing. themselves, the old 
American way. According to 
Mr. Goff, they really ‘“‘tore 
them up.’’ He told of a picnic 
they had on a beautiful green 
shady place and hearing several 
men calling from a distance 
“Fore,’’ I say, ‘‘ole Choppy, 
fore’ ,. . then they realized 
they had spread their picnic 


on the Golf Fairway at Epsom 
Downs. 


They sold the hotel in the 
early 1940’s to Mr. Kingsbury 
from Austin and after several 
managers, it was sold to the 
Stevensons, who served meals 
and kept it up. They sold it 
to present owners Mr.and Mrs. 
Bobo. 

Mr. Goff died Feb. 24, 1944 
and Mrs. Goff died Oct.1,1956. 
They spent their years after 
they retired in San Marcos with 
their daughter, Mrs. Loyd F, 
Martin, and are buried here 
in the Kenedy Cemetery. 

All of their children are liv- 
ing, but only Potts remains in 
Kenedy. W.R. Goff lives in Cor- 
pus Christi, A.T. lives in San 
Antonio, W.B. lives in Memphis, 
: Tennessee, and Mrs. Loyd Mar- 
tin, in San Marcos. 
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BROWN & CREWS 
EQUIPMENT Co. 


a oe —) 
ner and Manager-Lillian Brown, 


Parts Foreman-and Shop Foreman Don La Casse. 
Steve Crews, other partner, was not available for the picture. 


PERSONNEL (left to right) Ed Brown, Part 
Bookkeeper-"Sis" Green, 
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THE W.J. RUTLEDGE SR. CHILDREN 


The late William James Rutledge Sr. and wife, Catherine Jane 
Martin Rutledge, had eleven children and on June 16, 1935 they 
all were together for a reunion and a picture. In the front row: 
Mrs. W. H, (Mamie) Hale, Mrs. Z, (Beulah) Dudley, and Mrs. 
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Lud F, (Rhoda) Singleton; back row: Will J, Rutledge, Mrs. Al- 
bert (Julia) Hoefner, John E, Rutledge, Mrs. Robert (Catherine 
Alexander) Burris, Lon E, Rutledge, Mrs. E.P, (Margaret Ann) 
Ruhmann Sr., Abb M, Rutledge and Mrs. Tom L, (Sallye) Ben- 
son. A daughter, Carrie, died in infancy. 


[ 


. DeCe 4ae 


ae 


‘| 


he 

ae 

ings ivy “ae Ny 
UE EA % 


ny? ae 


rf al” 
ye ic) 
ST get 5 a Fr) 
bl k es 4 


‘se, 


= a 
CG Fite 


LH 


KENEDY CLASS GF 1932 
Mr. Segmour was the teacher, the year was 1932 in Kenedy, and some of the students were: 
Franklin Gentry, Wilbur Jones, Sarah Hill, Martha Ingram, Inez Pittman, Dorris McDonald, 
Chester Reader, Raymond Rix, James Abernathy, Jim Milam Gentry, Gerald Jones, Meryle 
Addams, Elva Luker, Willie Mae Johnson, Gldma Lee Reagan, Myrtie Manlove, Marguer= 
ite Schaeffer, Mary Nell Grady, Howard Pullin, and John Pace. 
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WE DID HAVE A FAIR ONCE 


Karnes County Fair Oct. 11, 1922. In the front right to left Minnie Rogers Massey, Noreen 
Atkinson Newberry, Margaret Alexander, Fay Rutledge, Margaret —. In the back Leta Young- 
blood Atkinson, Olga Scroeder, Maggie Lee Outler and Florence Burris. This float was enter- 
ed in the parade by the seniors of 1922. 
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Brief History Of The 
Will J. Rutledge Family 


The family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Will J, Rutledge is one that has 
been identified with Kenedy ever 
since 1907 and they have con- 
tributed much to the church, 
civic, musical and cultural ac- 
tivities of the town. 

William James Rutledge was 
born near Kenedy on Nov. 19, 
1880, and was the son of Wil- 
liam James Rutledge and Cat- 
herine Jane Martin Rutledge. 
He was a direct descendant of 
Edward Rutledge, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. He lived in and 
near Kenedy all of his life ex- 
cept about seven years spent on 
ranches, amd engaged inthe cat- 
tle business in Karnes, Atasco- 
sa and Live Oak Counties for 
over 50 years. In his early 
years, he was an expert roper 
and took many prizes at roping 
contests. At the old fair grounds 
in San Antonio he had a double 
photographic memory, and could 
remember any brand or animal 
he ever saw which qualified him 
to be a brand inspector for the 
Texas and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association (of which 
he was a member) for many 
years. 

He was married to Miss Fan- 
nie Calvert of Karnes City or 
Feb. 19, 1898 in San Antonio, 
and they would have celebrated 
their golden wedding anniver- 
sary the year following his death 


on Oct. 8, 1947. He also was a 
50 year member of the Kenedy 
Masonic Lodge and was a 32nd 
degree Mason, belonging to Al- 
zafar Shrine, Scottish Rite. 

Mrs. Rutledge was born on 
April 23, 1880 in Karnes City, 
being the daughter of Thomas 
Johnston Calvert and Alice Me- 
lissa Hines Calvert, and was a 
direct decendant of Lord Balti- 
more George Calvert, founder of 
Maryland. She attended Ursline 
Academy in San Antonio, and 
was a talented pianist in her 
younger days, teaching piano and 
playing with small musical en- 
sembles. She was a member of 
the former Shakespeare Club, 
the Forty-two Club and is ar 
active member of the First 
Methodist Church am a Life 
Member of the Woman’s Society 
of Christian Service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rutledge were 
the parents of seven children. 
They are Mrs. ED, (Bessie 
Bee) Holchak, Mrs. W, Bryan 
{Alice Kathryn) Butler and Mrs. 
R.A. (Abbie Gail) David all of 
Kenedy; Mrs. O.L. (Fay) Byrd 
of Lubbock; Will Jay Rutledge 
Jr. of Abilene; Jack Rutledge 
who died ina swimming accident 
on May 18, 1933 at the age of 
21 years; and Browne P, Rut- 
ledge of Kenedy. They also have 
ll grandchildren amd seven 
great grandchildren, 
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WONDER 


This is Ben Tiermann who was the assistant mail carrier 


to his father, 


Willie Tiermann. This must have been about 


the year 1911. That wonderful year? 
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FAMILY PORTRAIT 


In the wonderful old family portrait above are Mr. and Mrs, M,M, Hill and daughters, Alma 
Hill (Schuster) and Vera Hill (Lands). 
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BIP 


A LONG REMEMBERED MAN 


Lang C, Tobin was one man in Karnes City that the people will 


remember for a long time. 


KARNES COUNTY ROAD 
BOND ELECTIONS 1925 


More than half a million dol- 
lars was involved in the road 
yond elections held in Karnes 
County Saturday, Dec. 19 and 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, 1925. A maj- 
ority of the bond issues were 
carried by a safe majority. 

One bond was issued for the 
purpose of building a hard sur- 
faced road between the San 
Antonio river at Helena and 
Karmes City. 

The carrying of the election 
completes the string of high~ 
way between Cuero and Karnes 
City and connects two of the 
main highways of the state. 

On the same date an election 


PAGES OF THE PAST... . 


was held in the Kenedy road 
district for the purpose of 
yoting $300,000 in road bonds 

or hard surfaced roads, ir is 
Proposed to build from Kenedy 
to the San Antonio river, op- 
Posite Runge to intersect this 
road and build through Choare 
to the Goliad county line am 
to build another line from Ken- 
edy into the Pawnee section 
None of these roads have been 
designated, but it is hoped hy 
Kenedy good roads mento se- 
cure designations on them. 

Another election held in the 
County on Tuesday was in the 
Sillett precinct. In that pre- 
‘inct the voters defeated 
~ $300,000 project and another 
road - bond election in Charco, 
on County was also defear-~ 
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SOME MORE KARNES CITY FOLKS 


This is the late Oliver G. Abbott family, Bill now married to 
Jeannine Hartwell and living in Tulsa Oklahoma with his wife 
and three children, Lee, Russ, and Trudy. Mrs. Abbott, who 
was a Winerich before her marriage still lives in Karnes City. 
The late Oliver Abbott served in World Warl and passed away 


in 1960. 
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Barney Rodgers (left), owner, is Shown here with Shorty Rodgers (right) 
keeping equipment in tip-top shape at Rodgers Garage. 
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~ CARLOS MARTINEZ, 


By PHYLLIS McADA 


The land of our townsite has 
a very interesting history that 
we can date back from records 
on hand to the year of 1773. 


Carlos Martinez was a native | 


of the town of San Fernando- 


Royal Presidio of San Antonio © 


de Bexar, known now as San An- 
tonio, Texas, and had lived for 
fourteen months at Royal Pre- 
sidio of La Bahia Espetio Santo, 
known to us as Goliad. 

Carlos Martinez was a son of 
one of the ancient settlers of 
the Presidio of Bexar. He was 
in the service of the King of 
Spain in his Royal Military Post, 
years of this being at Royal 
Presidio of La Bahia. Carlos 
Martinez had in his possession 
all his service records from 
his commanders, but these re- 
cords can not be found now. 

There were two different en- 
counters with the enemy that 
Martinez tells of in his request 
for a land grant. 

It has been testified to that 
Carlos Martinez in 1773 settled 
his rancho on the south side of 
the San Antonio River, near the 


Escondido Creek, in what was | 


then Bexar, now Karnes County. 
The rancho, it was understood, 
was one and one-half to two 
leagues to where Helena is now. 
After 1800 it was said of people 
of that time that it was a very 
old rancho. 


cattle, sheep and hogs. Carlos 
Martinez lived with his family 
until his death. He was killed 
by the Indians in 1815. In the | 
year 1788 when this area was , 
under the Spanish rule, Carlos 
Martinez had established and | 
was living on his rancho. It 
was a practice of that time to | 
reward the servants of the King 
for their services to him. With 
this in mind Martinez wrote his 
request for a land grant. This 
request now recorded inthe his- 
tory of Spain and Texas was 
dated 1788 on common paper 
(there being no sealed papers). 
In Carlos Martinez’s request 
for a land grant he told of his 
birth and the serviceg to the King 


of Spain, 
342 


It was a rancho | 
that always had plenty ofhorses, | 


In one battle Martinez helped 
to bring one hundred and fifty 
Indians, and in another they took 
a large number of horses load- 
ed with meat. As stated in the 
request Martinez wrote: ‘‘Omit- 
ting the mentionof various sker- 
mishes and pursuits, whichdid- 
n’t amount to battles, I also beg 
to submitto your consideration 
that two of my brothers lost 
their lives at the hands of the 
enemy as well as the blood of | 
my ancestors has been constant- 
ly shed on this frontier, in like 
matter would it have happened 
in the defense of the Presidio 
de Bexar. The Garrison would 
have perished had it not been 
that my deceased father, through 
his divine Providence, killed the 
Indian Chief of the apaches, the 
tribe which attacked the Presi- 
dio de Bexar, which act was suf- 
ficient to cause the enemyto re- 
treat. 

“In as much as it is the be- 
ginning charitable purpose of 
our Soverieghn as appears by 
this royal degree, wherein he 
must solemnly charge that the 
first conquerers and actual set- 
tlers of the frontier of his do- 
minion should be- attended to, 
and favored in preference, to | 
all others, I have concluded to 
petition. 

‘| pray that you do me a 
favor and give me eight leagues 
of the public domain now vacant 
for the purpose of raising cattle 
and horses, beginning at the 
place where the land of Joaquin 
de la Garza corners; thence, 
with the river the distance of 
five distance and extending back 
toward the Nueces river at a 
straight line the distance of five 
leagues and that you may at the 
time afterthesedocuments shall 
have been completed order pro- 
per copies of them to be given 
to me in order that I may pay 
such fees as may be due his 
Majesty.” 

GRANT OF LAND BY 
SOVERNMENT OF SPAIN 

In the Royal Presidio de la 
3ohia del Espirto Sante the 7th 

day of June, 1788. 

“I grant to the before men- 
tioned Carlos Martinez the grant 
of land of the Royal domain 
which he solicited in his peti- 
tion, to cultivate them to have 
horses and arms and ammuni- 
ticn in readiness to go against 
the enemy wherever necessity 
may require it. My decree may 
serve the before mentioned Car- 


los martinez for his security 
and legitimate title I am duty 
bound to order and do command 
an authentical copy of it to be 
given him and order the original 
be placed in the archives of 
this district under my command 
as Governor of the same that 
there may appear at alltimes."’ 

(signed . . . Louis Carsola) 

In 1835-36 Texas had won its 
independence from Mexico. Set- 
tlers were coming in and set- 
tling the land. The house and 
fence of Carlos Martinez were 
destroyed in 1843 by companies 
of white people, who cametothe 
rancho from the Guadalupe and 
Colorado rivers and killed the. 
Ppeopie at the rancho and stole 
their stock. 

This rancho of Carlos Marti- 
nez was called afrontier rancho 
until later years, and this pre- 
datory warfare continued until 
1866, : 

On Nov. 6, 1871, the decen- 
dants of Carlos Martinez 
brought suit against the white 


| settlers on Carlos Martinez 


grant for ownership of the 
rancho. The court was held in 
Helena. The jury, who had been 
duly sworn, returned the follow- 
ing verdict ... We, the jury 
for the plaintiffs (the heirs or 
decendants of Carlos Martinez, 
deceased), The decree was in- 
terred in accordance with the 
verdict devesting the title of the 
defendants and nesting title in 
the plaintiffs of the Carlos Mar- 
tinez fifteen leagues grant of 
land. The decree furtherorder- 
ed and decreed by the court 
that all the patents, deeds, lo- 
cations, and other evidence of 
titles and surveys of the de- 
fendants be cancelled, annulled, 
amd held for naught. 

One old homesite that was 
bought from the Carlos Martinez 
heirs was bought by William 
Green Butler, who built a large 
home, that is still a land mark 
in Kenedy. This, of course, is 
the old Butler home near the 


new high school. 

All the rest of the Carlos 
Martinez grant was sold, The 
price varied but most of it sold 
at SO¢ per acre .. . the going 
price at that time. (Dates and 
facts taken from land abstract 
of William Green Butler). 
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John W. Ruckman, Founder of 
Karnes County Natl. Bank 


john William Kuckman, 
banker and rancher (deceased 
March 17, 1924), was born in 
Helena, Karnes County, Texas, 
Sept. 29, 1868, the son of the 
late John and Eliza (Dickson) 
Ruckman. His father, who was 
born in Pennsylvania, settled in 
Karnes County before the Civil 
war and became a leading mer=- 
chant and ranchman in that sec- 
tion; his mother, who was born 
in Arkansas, was brought to 
Karnes County at an early age 
and spent her entire life in that 
section, succumbing Dec. 2, 
1930, at the age of 85 years. 
John William Ruckman at- 
tended the common schools in 
Karnes County and a collegiate 
institute in Pennsylvania. He 
married Lula Haskins, a native 


of Karnes County, in Beeville, - 


Texas, April 26, 1894. Children 
born to this union were Frank 
Haskins Ruckman, a ranchman 
in Karnes County who married 
Pauline Durham, a native of 
Texas, and they had two child- 
ren (John William II and Fran- 
ces Lucille) and John Dickson 
Ruckman, banker who married 
Marie Hoefner, a_ native of 
Texas, and they had two child- 
ren (Iouisa Marie and Shirley 
Dicksun). 

Ruckman entered his father’s 
mercantile store upon leaving 
school, was soon placed in 
charge of the business, and 


built it into one of the leading 
mercantile establishments in 
Karnes County. Broadening his 
interests, he organized the 
Karnes County National Bank 
after a few years, was instru- 
mental in its growth from its 
inception, and was active head 


of this institutidn until hisdeath © 


in March, 1924. Both as a banker 
and merchant he exercised a 
wide influence over the 
economic, commercial and so- 
cial life of the community. 
During World Weg Ihe served 
as a dollar-a-year man and de- 
livered many speeches on be- 
half of Liberty Loan and Red 
Cross drives. He was also 
chairman of all Red Cross ac- 
tivities in his section and was 
a special investigator for the 
US. government. In fraternal 
bodies he was a Past Master 
of his Blue Lodge and a mem- 
ber of the Commamery, Knights 
Templar, and Consistory, 32- 
degree Scottish Rite. No cause 
of a civic, charitable or social 
nature escaped his attention. 
His wife, Mrs. Lula H, Ruck- 
man, was a daughter of the 
late Robert F, Haskins, who 
came to Texas with Austin’s 
Colony, and Louisa (Drake) 
Haskins, who was brought to 


Texas before the Civil War. 
The Ruckman and Haskins fami- 
lies are widely known through- 
dut the state. 


ARTHULA ROBUCK APPLING AND LEE L. APPLING 


{Lee Appling came to Karnes County from Guadalupe County 
in 1894 settling at Helena. Together with his uncle, J.D. Allen, 
they built and operated the first cotton gin that Helena had. 
They burned wood to heat.the water in the boiler to make 
steam. After operating the gin for several years, they sold it. 


Mr. Appling continued 
the farming business, 


to work at-the ‘gin until he gtgrted in 
which he continued until his death. He 


was always fascinated by operation of gin machinery. 
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Kenedy Landmark 


One of the landmarks of 
Kenedy that has long been the 
old William G, Butler home 
just off Highway 172, north of 
Kenedy, with its tower set atop 
its massive two-story frame. 
From 
the entire countryside. 


Mr. and Mrs. William G, But- 
ler built this home in 1895, and 
lived there until their death. 
Mrs. Butler passed away in 
1909, Mr. Butler in 1912. At 
this time the home went to 
their only singledaughter, Miss 
Cora Butler (the other girls 
were married and gone). A 
cousin of Miss Cora, Edna Bur- 
ris(Mrs. Edna Scruggs) came 
to live with her and remained 
until Miss Cora’s death in 1944, 


At the death of Cora Butler, 
this old landmark went jointly 
to Mrs. Edna Scruggs and son 
Harold. Mr. and Mrs. Harold 


Scruggs arethepresentowners. - 


The house has 8 rooms, 5 
of which are bedrooms. Three 


this tower one can see 


bedrooms are upstairs and two | 


downstairs. The entrancehalls 
on both floors are the size of 
an average bedroom. Thehalls 
on both floors comprise enough 
space to make an additional 
four rooms. The house has 
two bathrooms, both of which 
are on the first floor. Closets 
are the only scarce item in the 
house, as there are only two. 
A porch almost encircles the 


house, and is situated so that 
every room has an ourside 
opening that leads to it. The 
structure is built with square 
nails. 


There are six fireplaces, both 
upstairs and downstairs. The 
master bedroom measures 21 
feet square. The massivedoors 
that open to the front are trim- 
med in a carved design. 
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SERIOUS NUCLEAR PROBLEM 

In the past 14 years the Unit- 
ed States has accumulated, in 
connection with its nuclear 
development program, 
60,000,000 gallons of highly 
radio-active wastes, stored in 
steel tanks. 

Cost of this disposal has 


reached a total of $65,000,000. 


By the year 2000, it is estimat- 
ed, 100,000 acres a year would 
be required to accommodate 
the waste. 


LEM REASONER. -13%. 


An old water cistern is lo- 
cated near the back porch, mak- 
ing it accessible to the kitchen 
when it was in use. 

The oldest piece of furniture 
in the house is an old spinning 
wheel. There are other pieces 
of antique furniture. 

West of the house is a pri- 
vate burial plot in which Mr. 
William Butler and his family 
are buried, 


Eight Runge Public school 
posters sent to Fifth District 
meet Parent-Teachers Assem- 
bley April 1937, won one Ist 
place and five 2nd places. Irene 
Berger, Runge girl, received 
blue ribbon for Ist place. 


World Wars Sokiiers’ bomuis 
bonds were distributed in Kar- 
nes County beginning June 16, 
1936. 282 bonds amounting to 
414,100.00 were distributed ih 
Runge. 
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FARMERS STATE BANK © 
This picture shows the appearance of the then existing Farmers State Bank in Kenedy with 
L, E, Bain as cashier and W, T. Courson, president. 


T.H. 
PUCKETT 


By Mrs. C.R, Ballard 


T.H, Puckett was born March 
2, 1825 near Terre Haute, In- 
diana. His parents were Isam 
and Edith (Garrett) Puckett, na- 
tives of North Carolina. His 
mother died 24 hours after his 
birth and his father died April 
7, 1835 (ten years later). 

In 1836 he, his brother Mica- 
jah, and sister Hannah Puckett 
were brought to Texas by pater~ 
nal uncle Thomas Puckett and 
located twelve miles from pre- 
sent city of Austin. Thomas 
Puckett drove cattle to Coles 
County, Illinois in 1858 and 
died from exposure ... he left 
eight children, four boys and 
four girls. 
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T. H. Puckett served in Co, 
H, 24th Texas Regiment enlist- 
ed under Capt. Black. He had 
three brothers, William, Rich- 
ard and James Puckett, killed 
at the Battle of Buena Vista. 
T. H. was discharged in New 
Orleans in 1847 and returned to 
his home-in Travis County and 
remained until 1849 when he 
drove herd of cattle to Califor- 
nia ... came back after spend-’ 
ing time inChili, Amazon River, 
English and French ports... 
landed at New York and return- 
ed to Texas wa New Orleans 
in 1852 and settled on the San 
Antonio River, in a part of Gd- 
liad County (later to be Karnes 
County) near the present town 
vf Kenedy. Puckett married 
twice, first time in Karnes 
County on Jan. 15, 1857 to El- 
mira Archer. They had eleven 
children, six boys and five girls. 
Elmira died Aug. 27, 1886, and 
on Dec. 20, 1892 he married 
Hannah Cook. Hannah died Sept 
3, 1894. 


Humble Oil Company zives 
2 story Loxey buiiding to Kungr 
Masonic Lodge, July 10, 1930 
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MIKA MILLS 


Prompt and honest service is offered at Mika Mills by Felix Mika Jr. (left) Mr. *elix 


Mika Sr., and (right) Sixtus Mika. 
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FAARLY GRADUATES 
A graduation class of Kenedy High School of yesteryear. They are’starting with the back row: 
Fred Hinton, G. D. Russell, Fay Rutledge Byrd, Maggie Lee Outler, Margaret Alexander Jones, 
Marie Lewis, and Leta Youngblood Atkinson. In the middle row are: Margaret Puckett, Emma 
Metz, Minnie Rogers Massey, Florence Burris, Nona Rogers Bucek, and Olga Schroeder 
Miller. Pictured in the front row are: Leonard Bain, Gus Mueller, Leona White Evans, Noreen 


Atkinson Newberry, and Mr. J. H. Gregory, Sunt. 
il 
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KENEDY ADVANCE BUILDING 
The Kenedy Advance building back in the earlier days. The gentlemen standing in the door 
are Grover Barnes and J.N. Cunningham. 
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KENEDY IN EARLY DAYS — 
UST IMAGINE THIS! A scene of the streets in Kenedy in 1908. 
che tall building was the W. T. Courson Store and C, P. Dailey __ 


de of the photo. The early residents 
power to get through those muddy 


& Company on the right si 
had to have plenty “tharse”’ 


FIRST FIRE ENGINE 


How is this for putting out the fires? This was Karnes City’ first fire engine back in 1923. The 
manufacturers have come a long way since then, but then haven’t we all. 


349 


rr f 5 ; 


0094 ai weedans | S740 VIS Hb Yona, 
velar SEN OA Bl COUT NY ORF To ondoy A iar weil 
BD Kcdhlowa’ st ot Can Fiow He “tial T ‘ ‘ S/ARAMI Tey 7] . 
etebten vines ad) ee tT anaes wna age: |e 
ainsi on a ‘ orocig tld fen sie Jey wd ne waged #£ . 
Wewlg svod os had © | oll 


a 


tr 
+ &. Tift ae «2 
“Pia? Ny we towoy ere 


Sor a 

mM 4 —. wg ns ee 
es -. Me Be ow on 
nee. , u? Yee coal 4'te > 
een Da," (ies <a" 


a ee 


j Bao pears 
a ’ in. mas, 
heat gs 


* 
* 
z 

3 2 vakioe a ’ 


ot 
Ll 
> 
= 

* 

- 4 
wee... 
a 
_ 

x > 


; H . - A of # 
‘i sl A ae cs 
Poe hN oe } 
ane i ek B Ales 
et a 


me Ahi wha £, an Mv $i y adn 


oor a 


i 
rr ca Cee 
é ee in 


Bi | _. » MAR Ha maT 
| shaw . < 3 a | me 7 
CS45 at dad waiy ip yin aSiaed Serek eew vil Chen tid: mie oiling Yet eles an . 
: (ih OW SNoved wont ed reds sone Yew grok « eres wren rivwrMtin den 


Ts a ie 


BeOS nares. 


bie. 


Were ry 


1 hie Ak nh er 


[HE LATE J.M. NICHOL 


The late J.M, Nichols was Pre- 
sident of a private bank called 
the J.M. Nichols & Son. This 
was located on “The Hill near 
Mrs. John Graham's home. 
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THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY 
Community Value of General Mille et Suse pees 


aenedy Guar Processing Plant 


By JOHN A, ESSER 


The Kenedy Guar Processing Plant is an industrial plant 
unit location of Specialty Products Division, General Mills, 
Inc., a sound and diversified national and international indus- 
trial corporation, with Home Offices and major Research and 
Sales facilities headquartered at Minneapolis, Minnesota. As 
such, it is a stable industry. The local industry’s potential can 
best be portrayed by a quotation fromthe May 31, 1963 General 
Mills’ Annual Report in the section reviewing the Specialty 
Products Division activities, which states: ‘‘Among the Divis- 
ion’s promising specialty products are guar and other natural 
gums, with a broad array of applications in food, paper, oil, 
mining, and other industries. Newly developed products are ex- 
pected to bring important new markets within reach of our 
sales force for the first time.’’ 

Of distinct importance, the Kenedy Guar Plant isan agri- 
cultural industry. and. as such, its value is far-reaching—not 
canfined tothe City of. Kenedy,bvy any means, but embraces 
the entire Kenedy trade area, and reaches beyond with its 
established market and demand for local and domestic guar 
beans to supply needed raw material to maintain plant opera- 
tions. To maiatain this important industry, the Kenedy com- 
munity and a vast surrounding area is urged to give approp- 
riate consideration to the benefits and potential aspects of a 
ready-made opportunity existing at hand for participation inthe 
continued development, mainstay, and continued growth of a 
new and unique industry and the expansion of a new crop with 
a ready established market through substantial increase of 
domestic guar bean production in the area. 

Progressive expansion of plant facilities, production thru- 
put, material and manpower requirements has been experienced 
annually since construction of the plant in-1952. 

This progress contributes materially to the life and wel- 
fare of the community through substantial expenditures for raw 
materials, payroll, services, and plant supplies—all of which 
are major items. For example, the category of services alone 
includes such items as rail and truckline transportation of 
heavy tonnage of incoming raw materials and ingrédients and 
outgoing finished products, electrical power, gas, water, tele- 
phone and telegraph, maintenance and construction services 
and supplies. 

The Kenedy Guar Processing Plant is based on year- 
round operations and employment, with a production payroll 
for substantial numbers of locally established employees. 

For the guar processing industry to grow, General Millis 
needs support of the community and the area in the planting of 
guar as a crop to produce sufficient raw material to maintain 
our industrial plant operations. 


as compiled by the Texas Mid- 
Continent Oil & Gas Associa-~ 
tion. 

With oil and gas production 
worth about $12.4 miiliona year 
Karnes County citizens have a. 
financial stake in the worldwide 
demand for energy and the com- 
plex «conomic and political | 
problems involving the petro- 
leum industry, according to sta- 
tistics released this week by 
Texas Mid-Continent Oil & Gas 
Association. 

“We have pulled together 
some figures from the most 
authoritative sources so resi- 
dents of Karnes County can see 
how local pocketbooks are af- 
fected by some of the issues 
which involve our industry,"’ 
said J. Clyde Tomlinson, As- 
sociation president. ‘‘Issues of 
current concern include the 
proposals to cut percentagede- 
pletion rates, extension of fe- 
deral controls over prices at 
which Texas producers sell 
their gas, and development of 
laws and production methods 
that will help Texas compete 
with other states and nations 
for markets.”’ ~ 

The latest year for which U. 
S. Bureau of Mines figures are 
available (1961) shows Karnes 
County producing more than 3 
million barrels of crude oil, 
valued at. about $9.5 million; 
and 23.4 billion’ cubic feet of 
natural gas, with a value of 
almost $2.9 million. Karnes 
ranks 82nd among Texas coun- 
ties in value of oil and gas ro- 
duction. In 1961 there weve 371 
producing wells in the county— 
355 oil and 16 gas, according 
to the Texas Railroad Commis~- 
sion. 

Although its first field was 
discovered 33 years ago, 
Karnes County is the scene for 
the industry’s continued search 
for oil and gas. Some 57 wells 
were drilled in Karnes County 
last year, with 23 being wild- 
cat exploratory wells, accord- 
ing to the Oil and Gas Journal. 
The Association estimated that 
more than $7.5 million was 
spent on drilling in the county 
this past year and some $3.2 
million of this went for dry 
holes. Close to $1 million was 
spent last year on geophysical 
crews. using seismic devices 
to probe the underground for- 
mations of Karnes County for 
possible drilling locations 
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Leasing adds many thousands 
of dollars to the county’s econ- 
omy. Tabulations by the Inter- 
national Oil Scouts Association 
show major companies in 1961 
were paying rentals on about 
129,000 undeveloped acres, 


which comprisé about one- | 


fourth of the county’s area. 


Royalty payments to Karnes | 
County farmers, ranchers and | 


other landowners are running at. 
more than $1.5 million annually, 
the Association calculated. 

Karnes County producers and 
royalty owners also make a 
sizable contribution to the sup- 
port of state government, with 
production tax payments of 
more than $638,000 a year— 
some $437,000 from oil and 
$201,000 from gas. 

Industry taxes likewise are 
importamt to the county govern- 
ment and school districts inthe 
county. For- instance, 79 per 


cent of the local property taxes | 
collected for the Karnes City | 


Independent School District 
comes from oil and gas opera- 
tors; 44-per cent at Kenedy, 
and 60 per cent at Runge. 

A sizable impact on the Kar- 
nes County economy has been 
registered by petroleum in- 
dustry-payrolls. About one out 
of every three payroll dollars 
in the county ~is derived from 
employment in oil and gas work 
according to figures from Texas 
Employment Commission. The 
industry payroll is more than 
$1.6 million a year, with the 
average employee receiving 
‘mmeeetban $5,400 annually, 


AGI 


CPL... PROGRESS 
FOR KARNES CITY 


By R, J. ANDERSON 


The people of Karnes City had a unique Christmas present _ 
in the year 1914, For it was on December 24, 1914, that the 
city’s first electric service was turned on. 

The city’s first electricity came from a small generating 
plant that was moved here from Skidmore by a Mr. Faulk. 

But, as in many small towns, trouble plagued the utility 
operation. The plant failed to make expenses and two years 
later was sold to the partnership of Niehaus and Stecklemeyer, 
who operated the water works and ice plant at that time. 

The equipment was moved to the ice plant location and the 
old engine discarded when a new, larger oil engine for the 
operation, however, and after three weeks’ use, the new oil 
engine exploded and the old one had to be pressed back into 
service. 

In 1916, a 150-horsepower steam engine was brought in to 
take care of the increasing electric load. Electricity at that 
time sold for 20 cents per kilowatt hour, and service was avail- 
able only about half the night and very early in the morning. 

Karnes City received its first 24-hour electric service in 
1923 when an additional generat rator was set up in a local cotton 
gin operated by Niehaus. 

The Karnes City electric system was sold to the Morrison 
and McCall interests in 1924, and one of the first steps taken 
was to construct a high voltage transmission line connecting 
Kenedy and Karnes City, so that plenty of power would be 
available at all times. 

A year later, Central Power and Light Company acquired 
the Morrison and McCall interests and shortly thereafter 
Karnes City was connected with the CPL network of trans- 
mission lines serving South Texas. 

Many improvements have been made in CPL electric service 
since-that time. Today, for example, transmission lines come 
into the Karnes City-Kenedy area from three directions, as- 
suring a dependable supply of service at all times. And as 
electric service has been improved here, rates have been 
lowered several times. 

Today, for example, the average residential cost of elec- 
tricity is less than three cents per KMlowatt hour, compared 
to 20 cems per KWH in the early days of service here. In 


~ 1924, the average Karnes City customer used about 40 kilo- 


watt hours of electricity and paid $8.00 for it. Today, CPL 
customers receive about 237 kilowatt hours of electricity for 
00. / 

ebacine the sine 30 years that. CPL has been serving the 
area, Karnes City has shown rapid growth, utility connections 
show. In 1927, the earliest year for. which figures are avail- 
able, CPL served 203 electric customers in peoeeneaye To= 
day that figure has increased to 935. 


a 


> 


Se 


UNITED GAS CORP, HOLDS OPEN HOUSE 


Wie 

: 45 saya . 2 Cs ¥ oe Site 
OFFICE AND SHOW ROOM ... The United Gas Corp. held it’s Yorktown, Nordheim, Runge, and Kenedy. The late Sam B, 
“Grand Opening’’ in 1935 of its new office and show room in Ricks was the district manager at that time. Mr. C. H. McCright 


Kenedy. The district office at Kenedy serves Karnes City, is Kenedy’s district manager today. 
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Reminiscing 


ALFRED. TIPS SAYS: 


“In December 1890 I paid a 
‘visit to Runge to see my brother 
Gustav and family and liked the 
.town so well that I decided to 
open a hardware store there in 
July 1891 more than 72 years 
ago, after having erected: his 
presem store building on the 
corner of Helena and Main 
Streets.”’ 

On November 21, 1894, 69 
years ago, I was married to 
Miss Mathilda Lenz of York- 
town. In 1906 I erected thetwo- 
story brick building next to my 
hardware store to accommodate 
my furniture department.”’ 

For the past seventeen years, 

his oldest son, Conrad Tips, has 
been assisting his father in the 
hardware and furniture busi- 
ness. 
_ Mr. and Mrs. Tips reared a 
family of tive splendid child- 
ren, two daughters and three 
sons, they are: Mesdames Ali- 
bert B, Lee of Sweetwater and 
Henry Morisse of Nordheim; 
Conrad, Harold, and Werner. 
All of the children graduated 
from Runge High school, for 
which Mr. Tips served as se- 
Cretary of the board for 26 
years, from 1901 to 1927. Dur= 
ing their 43 years of married 
life the family only moved once, 
in 1905, to their present resi- 
dence. ‘ 

For many years Mr. Tips was 


W. B. MIXON, FOUNDER 


OF RUNGE COTTON GIN 


W. B, Mixon was a native son 
of Texas, borninLavacacounty, 
Aug. 3, 1859. His paternal 
grandfather was Naham Mixon, 
who was a well knownhorseman 
of Alabama, who came ‘to the 
Republic of Texas when the city 
of “Houston was only a small 
village. Mixon creek in Lavaca 
county was named in his honor. 
His only child was W.N. Mixon, 
father of five children, John, 
W.B., G.K., Sally (Mrs.T. Judd), 
and Ellen (Mrs. H, Demson). 

W. B, Mixon was educated in 
the common schools of his native 
county, and was reared to farm - 
ing and ginning pursuits, assist- 
ing his father in his business 
on his own account. He first be- 
gan business as a stock farmer 
on the old homesteadfarm, 


connected with local banks as a 

director and in anofficial capa- 
city and has always taken an 
active part in all affairs for 
the betterment of the com- 
munity. It is such meh ag Mr. 
Tips and his brother,- Gustav, 
and others'that made this com- 
munity what it has been and is 

today. They have been tme 

foundation’’aind ‘‘backbone so to 
speak, We need more such men 
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where he remained until 1897 
when ke took up his abode at 
Wharton, where he purchased a 
block of land ana erected a 
cotton gin and mill, which he 
conducted for a few years. He, 
however, found the section nota 
good location for his business 
as very little cottton was raised 
in the surrounding district, and 
in 1901 he moved the entire plant 
to Runge, and through his keen 
foresight, executive torce and 
sound judgement became one of 
the leading citizens of his day. 
Mixon was married in January, 
1888, to Miss Mary Carville of 
Missouri. They had seven child- 
ren; Eugene, Dulas, Alban, Zita, 
Bell E., Felton and Frank. 
(Editor’s note: The-MixonGin 
was the first gin in Runge and is 
still being operated today by 
W.B. Mixon’s decendants.) 


THEY LIVE DANGEROUSLY 


Since 1865 there have been 
six attempted assassinations of 
U.S, presidents. Three failed, 
although the life of Mayor Cer- 
mak, of Chicago, was taken in 
lieu of Franklin D, Roosevelt’s, 
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KARNES-GOLIAD 
SCD HISTORY 


BY ROY FREEMAN 
The Karnes County Soil Con- 


servation District was organiz— 


ed in April 1940. This district 
comprised all of Karnes County, 
almost all of Bee County, about 
half of Goliad County, and 4,116 
Acres in Live Oak County. The 
area of the District was 
1,321,512 acres. 

The first Board of Supervi- 
sors was composed of R.M. 
Boswell, Grover Impson, Frank 
Davenport, Pryor Lucas and L, 
ewbrialer 

As the District progressed, 
the responsibilities of the Board 
of Supervisors increased to the 
extent that it was felt that the 
District would function better if 
it were divided into two dis- 
tricts. The people believed that 
each supervisor could more 
nearly represent the wishes of 
the people in smaller sub-divi- 
sions. In Oct. 1959, petitions 
were circulated throughout the’ 
District requesting that the 
State Soil Conservation Board 
call public hearings on thepro- 
posed dissolution of the Karnes 
County District and the creation 
of the Karnes-Goliad and Bee 
Soil Conservation Districts. 

The hearings were granted 
and in November 1959, public 
hearings were held in Goliad, 
Beeville, and Karnes City. As 
a-result of these hearings, the 
State Soil Conservation Board 
Called for an election for dis- 
solution of the Karnes County 
District and creation of the 
Karnes-Goliad and Bee Dis- 
tricts. The election was held 
December 15, 1959, and 90 per- 
cent of the votes cast were in 
favor of dissolving the Karnes 
County District and forming 
the two new Districts. 

On February 16, 1960, the 
Karnes County District was 
officially dissolved and the Se- 
cretary of State of the State of 
Texas issued the certificate of 
organization for the Karnes- 
Goliad Soil Conservation Dis- 
trict No. 343. The District in- 
volves all of ‘Karnes County 
and about half of Goliad County. 
There are 864,737 acres in the 
District. 4 
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Two supervisors were ap- 
pointed by the State Soil Con- 
servation Board for Sub-divi- 
sions 2 and 4. They were Gen- 
try Powell and Edwin Yanta. 
Following appointment of these 
two supervisors, dates were set 
for electing supervisors for 
Sub - divisions 1; 3 and 5S. In 
March 1960, these elections 
were held ami the following 
were elected as district super- 
visors: Sub-division No. 1 — 
Elmer Jacob; Sub-division No. 
3 —: T.B, Baker; and Sub-divi- 
sion No. 5 — Frank Vajdos. 

On March 15, 1960, the five 
members met for the first time 
for the purpose of organizing 
the board and conducting the 
affairs of the new Karnes-Ga- 
liad Soil Conservation District. 


TONY FERNANDEZ 
Tony Fernamez is the oldes 
; eas He started working for the gas company on 


1933, and received his 30-year pin at the annual United ar 
: Presentation Banquet held in Shreveport, La. in April, 


Corp. 
1963. 


Presently, the Board of Su~ 
pervisors of the Karnes-Goliad; 
Soil Conservation District is 
composed of ClarenceSchemel, 
Sol Parks, Elmer Jacobs, Fred 
Johnson, and Frank Vajdos. 

The Soil Conservation Ser- 
vice work units located at Ken- 
edy and Goliad render techni- 
cal assistance to the Karnes- 
Goliad District. Roy Freeman, 
Roy Rogers, Walter Barber, 
Norman Fenner, Willard Deer- 
ing, Arthur Fenner, Jesse Le- 
gett, Rudy Durda and Cris Bie- 
mer are presently employed by 
the Service at Kenedy and Go- 
liad. S.C.S. employees that as- 
sisted the district when it was 
organized in 1940 were Victor 
Kennedy, C,G, Davis, DonSimp- 
son, Jesse Legett, and J.J, 
Jordan. 


t United Gas Corp. employee in 
May 16, 
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JOHNSON’S 


CABINET SHOP 


Hand-crafting fine furniture has been 
passed on through the Johnson family 
for 115 years. In 1848 Chas. Frank 
Johnson opened a furniture store in 
Belton, Texas, where he manufactured 
his own furniture. The late Chas. Frank 
Johnson II wasalso a cabinetmaker by 
trade. A feeling for this fine craft has 
been inherited by Warren Johnson, 
Shown here in his modern shop on 
Highway 72 East. 
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LOIS MILLING 
FLOWER SHOP 


Lois Edwards -Owner 


Mr. and Mrs. John Mosel, Proprietors, since 1920 


ALMOST HALF A CENTURY OF 
@ THE BEST IN DRUG STORE SERVICE 


@ PRESCRIPTIONS @ SUNDRIES 
@ FOUNTAIN @ COSMETICS 


MOSEL DRUG STORE 
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MR. and MRS. M. R. RAYMER 


Mr. am Mrs. M, R, Raymer and son, Warren J., came to Kenedy on July 16, 1926, from Se- 
guin and opened a new general dry goods store under thename of George Mendiovitz and Com- 
pany. There was a full page ad in the local paper announcing the Grand Opening of August 
14, 1926. It was where the Winn’s store is now located. In 1931 the store was moved to 107 
W, Main where it is now. In 1936 Mr. Raymer bought out Mr. Mendlovitz’s share of the busi- 
ness, and changed the name to ‘‘Raymer’s.’’ Then Mr. Raymer sold out to Ira Lieberman in 
1957. Mrs. F, C, Pfeil was one of the employees throughout the life of the firm. The name 
RAYMER’S still has pleasant memories to all the customers of this trade area. 


History of the 
20th Century 
Study Club 


By Mrs. M. R. Raymer 


The 20th Century Study club 
of Kenedy, Texas, was organized 
in 1924 and joined the Texas 
Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

Mrs. Anna Martinez was 
2lected the first president, Mrs. 
3. D. Holchak served as the 
second president and Mrs. 
M. R. Raymer served as the 
third president. Each served 
cwo years in succession. Both 
are now active members. 

The Object of the club is 
‘Cultural, Civic and Social.” 

The club has carried out a 
local project each year, either 
charitable or for community 
improvement. 

The outstanding projects were 
as follows: 

In 1927 to 1940, was the feed- 
ing of the underprivileged chil- 
dren with a warm meal every 
day at school. Taking turns 
about the membership in pre- 
paring and serving this warm 
| meal, the practice continued 
‘until the Parent Teachers As- 


sociation took over, and then 


the School with them. 
In 1928.the club -called a 


meeting to elect a new Presi-~ | 
dent for the Parent Teacher | 


Association. Mrs. J. B. Seay 
was elected for the year. And 
it has been an active associa- 
tion ever since. 

In 1932 or 1933 this club in- 
stigated the approval of 
Kenedy’s water supply. 

In 1940 to 1945 this club 
sponsored a City Library lo- 
cated in the City Hall. 

In 1948 to 1950 the club spon- 
sored the first troop of Girl 
Scouts in Kenedy. 

In 1961 td 1962 the club had 
a few interesting programs such 
as: when the 20th Century and 


Progressive Study Clubs tooka 
Tour to the Texas Federation 
of Women’s Clubs Headquarters 
in Austin, Texas, for a lunch- 
eon at the club house. Mrs. 
Harry Griffith, president of T. 
F.W.., her staff and Mrs. Price 
Daniels were guests for the oc- 
casion. Mr, Daniels invited us 
for a tour through the Gov- 
ernor’s Mansion. 

The picture taken in front 
of the Headquarters appeared 
on the front cover of the Texas 
Club Woman Magazine for Jan- 
uary, 1961. (through the influ: 
ence of Mrs. M.R,Raymer),. 

The 20th Century Study club 
sponsored the organizing of the 
Progressive Study Club as our 
Junior Club of Kenedy, and now 
they are listed as one of the 
adult clubs inthe federation. 


Temper gets you into 
trouble. Pride keeps you there. 
Luck is always against the man 
who depends on it. 


Dou ¢ be a cloud because you 
an’t be a star. 


ALETHIAN 
STUDY CLUB 
HISTORY 


By MRS, OTIS FUQUA 


The Alethian Study Club was 
organized in 1946 with the mem- 
ship of eighteen charter mem- 
bers. The object for which this 
organization was formed is self 
improvement and civic service. 
The Club meets on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each 
month at 4:00 P.M. 

Each president and her pro- 
gram- committee chooses the 


theme for study each vear. 
The past presidents of the 


Club and the themes for their 
years are: Mrs. Etta Lee Lind- 
sey - ‘‘World Travels,’’ Mrs. 
Molly Mechler =: Mrs. John 
E, Thames - ‘The Person- 
ality of *the Home’’; Mrs. 
Willie Thames and Mrs.Claude 
Gotthardt - ‘‘Our Challenge - 
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The American Home’’; Mrs. 
Raymond Rix - ‘‘Our Home 
Beautiful’’; Mrs. J.K,Stockton- 
Mrs. Rachel Herrington ‘‘Color 
and Design’’; Mrs. Otis Fuqua- 
“‘Travel - Far and Near’’; Mrs. 
Bernarr Plummer ~ ‘‘Lady, Be 
Lovely’’; Mrs. Fred Carraway- 
“‘Manner, Not Gold is Woman’s 
Best Adornment’’; Mrs. R.L, 
McDonald ~ ‘‘Public Affairs’’; 
Mrs. W.H, Stewart - ‘‘Abun- 
dant Living’’; Mrs. Bob Homey- 
er - ‘‘Meeting To-day’s Chal- 
lenge’’; Mrs. H.A, Hollman - 
“‘Keys To Understanding’’; and 
Mrs. Frank Dybowski - 
“‘Friendship.”’ 

The president for the com- 
ing club year is Mrs. C,H, 
Spiers. The Club has a present 
membership of 24 active mem- 
bers, six associate members 


and one honorary member. 
mama 


Some speakers need no in- 


troduction. They need conclu- 
sions. 
A ready hand is better 


than a ready tongue. 


C. D. AUSTIN 
GULF OIL PRODUCTS 


ATTEN Geer 


Clyde D. Austin - Gulf Oil Products Distributor 


, Established by his father, Archibald Austin in Gillette 
- in 1896. (shown right). 
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ONE OF THF OLDEST 


This is a lz". picture of the Alfred Tips Store in Runge, one of the oldest stores still operating 


in Runge. As shown in the picture, the building was constructed in 1891. It is now owned and 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Tips. 


x ; 3 R. E. Carpenter, 
_3L | is Gustafson-of, , Owner (left) and Mr. - 
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Service Station @\ 
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Agent, shown vn the up-to-date Gustatson © ‘ 
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EARLY SETTLER 


Levi Nelson was born on Nov. 6, 1819, in Mississippi and died 
in 1906. He lived in Karnes County during the years around 
1867. His children were James Berry, who married Sarah 
Pullin and later Sadie Bailey; Jamima, who was married to 
Andrew Choate; Mary Ann, who married Hiram Pullin; Eliz- 
abeth, (who never lived in Texas) was married to John Lewis; 
CharHe, who married Octavia Pace Howard; Martha Jane, 
who married George Pullin; and Miranda, who was married 
to John Anderson. Hiram and Mary Ann Pullin, and Levi Nel- 
son are buried in the Newberry-Pullin Cemetery near the 
site of the town of Pullin, : (ee 
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FANCY. POSING) 92 a= ere 
These five young men were really posing. The one on the lower 
right is Tobe Atkinson. ; 
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Early Street Scene in Karnes Ci 


GRANDPA TOBIN 


Grandpa Tobin is beaming with pride holding these offsprings’ 
who are Harold Tobin, and Alvin Tobin. 


‘Buck’ Hysaw’s 
Father... 


Howard Caldwell Hysaw, 
farmer and landowner, was born 
in Big Spring, Texas, on Nov. 
23, 1891. The son of George W. 
Hysaw, a native of Luling, and 
Lela (Graham) Hysaw. His 
father was a member of one 
of the earliest families to settle 
in Luling. The original mem- 
bers of the Hysaw family owned 
extensive plantation lands inand 
around Luling and prior to the 
Civil war they owned a great 
many slaves. Howard Caldwell 
Hysaw, the subject, received 
his early education in the com- 
mon schools of Big Spring. Later 
he attended Polytechnic Univer- 
sity at Fort Worth, Texas, and 
Texas A, and M. College at Col- 
lege Station. At the latter in- 
stitution he specialized in a 
study of farm problems and 
land values. 


Mr. Hysaw went to Kenedy, 
Karnes County, Texas, as a 
young man and there became 
interested in and identified’ with 
farming operatioris. He worked 
for others for a few years and 
then acquired his own farming 
interests. As the years passed 
he acquired more and more 
farm and ranch land untilhe be- 
came one of the influential and 
sport ranchmen and land- 
owners in that section. He al- 
ways manifested a keen inter- 
est in high grade cattle and 
especiaily in registered Here- 
ford cattle. His Hereford cat- 
tle took a number of awards 
and brought high prices at the 
livestock shows and sales. 


Hod 


Perhaps his greatest work 
was undertaken when he began 
blocking up large tracts of land 
for oil leasing. It has been said 
that no individual contributed 
more to the development of oil 
properties in that section. Al- 
ways a hard worker, he was 


rewarded for his efforts along | 


this line. In addition to other 
connections he was a director 
of the Nichols National Bank at 


Kenedy. Upon the death of Cal- | 


loway Seale he was appointed 
county tax collector, finished 
Seale’s unexpired term, and was 
urged to enter the campaign for 
election but declined. Acceding 
“to the demands of his friends, 
he entered the race for school 
trustee of the Kenedy indepen- 
dent School District; and con- 
tinued to serve on the board 
until his death. ae be 

Hysaw gave liberally of his 
time and means to civic, social, 
charitable, educational and fra- 
ternal causes. He held member- 
ship inthe Kenedy Masonic lodge 
from the age of 21 and was at 
one time master of the lodge. 
His faculty for creating friend- 
ships was commented upon by 


all who knew him, Few men in| 


South Texas had a larger circle 
of genuine friends than he.~ 
Because of his widespread 
interests and influence, his 
death on Nov. 27, 1930, was 
mourned throughout the entire 
section. : 
Hysaw married Ethel Nichols, 
a native of Kenedy, on May 23, 
1912. Mrs. Hysaw descended 
. from a family numbered among 
the early prominent pioneers in 
Karnes County. She was adaugh- 
ter of the late A, M. Nichols, a 
successful ranchman, and Helen 
(Butler) Nichols . . . both na- 
tives of Kenedy. The Nichols 


and Butler families have been | 


identified with the growth of 
Karnes County for more than 
a century. The Hysaws had 
three children, Inez, Howard 
Caldwell Jr. (Buck) and 


~ Dotsey. 
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Mrs. W. 4. Ammons, formerly surah mines 


L. to R.: Mrs. Bettie Ammons Mork 
and Mrs. P. F. Oualline, formerly 
Lulu Ammons. 
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LER H. and ARCHIE D. AMMONS 


MIL 


“AMMONS FAMILY 


‘William H. Ammons (Will) was born April 23, i867, at Helena, 
' Texas. Mrs. William H, Ammons (Lurah Hines) was born 
Aug. 1, 1868, in Atlanta County, Mississippi, and came to 
Texas around 1884, The trip was made in a wagon. Her 
father, Miller A, Hines, was a Methodist minister and his 
first church was at Big Foot, Texas. Then they came to 
Karnes County and he preached at the Escondido Church. In 
those days the preacher was paid with just what the people 
could give. It usually consisted of chickens, butter, eggs and 
vegetables out of the garden. Rev.’ Hines had to farm to pro-~ 
vide food and clothes for the family. At Christmas time the 
children (Lurah, Marcus, and Nat) received very little. Some- 
‘times it would be something like hair ribbons, sling shots, 
or fruit. In later years, they moved to Kenedy, and Mr. Hines 
served as postmaster from 1887 to 1901. Will Ammons and 
Lurah Hines were married May 21, 1890, at the Escondido 
Church by Rev. Eli Seale. They had four children, Miller H, 
Ammons, Archie Ammons, Mrs. P, F. Oualline (Lulu Am- 
mons) and. Bettie Ammons Mork. 
PLOT EELS ES ae eee PRP TT ae PE 
A New Yorker, looking for a- ae aca sagte Gee 
way to end a long-winded, one- would be as purty as paradise.” 
way dicussion with a Texan, ‘That's probably very true,” 
finally saw his chance. replied the bored: Easterner. 


“*And as for West Texas,” . Set : er 
; ‘That’s all hell needs, ' 
the rancher said, ‘‘all it needs s all hell needs, ‘tool 
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TaEY CAME IN PAIRS 


Don't you know the late Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Martin had the sur- 
prise of their life when the old stork got excited and left twins? 
Hattie (Mrs. P. R, Goff Ir.), left, and Hilda (Mrs. James 
Jalufka) who lives in Corprx. Since we do not know Hilda of 
today, we will tell you now tha Hattie was a mighty tiny sweet 
little baby just that right sise—she says ‘‘but look at me 
todayl’’ Laying all jokes aside Mrs. P, R. Goff Jr., is one 
of Kenedy’s most admired citizen: —she is jolly—sweet— and 
always ready to help when ‘needed—she has raised a large 


family that all turned out to be good citizens wherever they are. 


TWO LITTLE BLONDES 


Cecil R, Ballard sitting in the beautiful wicker chair has his 

big sister standing right close. by. Big sister’s name is Leila 

(Mrs. Leila Daley of Beeville), Cecil is a man well thought 
* of throughout the county. 
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THREE ‘OF THE ATKINSON'S 


These are the children of Mrs. T. H. Atkinson: standing with 
ae? - the wide tie Bill, leaning on chair-Noreen (Mrs. Dolan New- 
Sie S 4 aperey) the baby with his toes turned under Maridn. 
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W.J. and Billy Don Hamilton 
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MRS. ERNEST W. JONES 


Business Manager 

We called this sectiun the “‘Last Roundup’’ . . . this, we feel fits us perfectly ... We hope 
you get as much fun and enjoyment reading and looking at the pictures as we the “‘staff*’ of The 
KENEDY TIMES did working on it ... We worked hard... YES... but we could never have 
done so well, if it had not beenfor ‘‘our’’ friends and last, but certainly not least, ‘‘our’’ adver- 
tisers ... We hope you will overlook our mistakes and buy this paper and cherish it as we will | 
do's .. ‘ 

It will be fun to once again see daylight through our windows as we had to keep closed in to | 
meet our deadline . .. If your pictures are not just as plain as should be. . . know we have 
tried] When it cametime to Compile our material behind those closed doors we had fun. . . knee=- 
deep in paper trimmings . . . cross as two sticks with each other ... but, now and then, we'd 
take time out to give the other onea smile . . . We took lots of ribbing about what we were doing, 
what we had lost, and what we were searching for... but inthis ,..our last roundup... let 


e say for all of us, ‘“‘We enjoyed it.”’ 
me say f Joy MRS, ERNEST W, JONES, Business Manager 


MRS. SAM BURNS 
Co-Publisher 


SAM BURNS 
Publisher 
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= ROBERTA SEDGWICK DORRIS PAUL 
News Editor Advertising Manager 


INGRID BOEHL 
MRS. COLLIE BAKER SBummine BOUmWitiBoehh 
Choate Reporter Regortet 
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CAROL MENN 


HILBERT SAHM 


MRS. 


Bowling News 


El Oso Reporter 
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MARGIE LEWIS 


’ Bowling News . 
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"ODEL PHILLIPS aa 
Local Reporter... ee a 
“Time Out with Odel" vertising 
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